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Year on year the vast majority of students 
obtain their first choice university place. If you 
are one of our many students aiming for a 
top university, we offer a devoted programme 
of visits and extra classes, together with 
activities such as the Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
Award and exclusive preparation for Oxbridge 
candidates. We are confident that these will 
give you the best possible chances of success.

For us to work together to achieve all your 
goals, we ask that you attend regularly and 
take responsibility for developing your skills 
and talents with determination. Throughout 
your studies, we are dedicated to tracking your 
progress and promise to inform you and your 
parents on how well you are doing. 

There is also an extremely varied programme 
of enrichment activities available to you, 
designed to enhance your life outside of the 
classroom. Whatever your talents and interests, 
St Bede’s Sixth Form will have something for 
you.

With RAG Week, an active student council, 
music groups, sporting opportunities and a 
more adult relationship with your teachers, St 
Bede’s Sixth Form really does feel different - 
the standards here are hard to beat!

Adam Powell, Headteacher

A very warm welcome to St 
Bede’s Sixth Form.

In our sixth form we 
have a proud track 
record of providing a 
post 16 education that 

will help you flourish 
academically, socially 

and personally. The secret 
of our success is having highly experienced 
and successful teachers, who build on the 
knowledge of all our students as individuals 
and are committed to excellence. The 
team of Ofsted inspectors that visited the 
sixth form in January 2017, recognised our 
excellence in this area by describing our 16 
to 19 provision as ‘outstanding’.

An area of the sixth form which we pride 
ourselves on is our impressive guidance, 
which occurs across the full two years. Our 
team of expert tutors are keen to prepare 
you for the next stage of your education, 
whether that is university, an apprenticeship 
or work. The whole university application 
(UCAS) process can be traumatic, but we 
will guide you through it step by step, so you 
have the best possible chance of achieving 
your goal.
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Accounting with Finance at University of Portsmouth
Aerospace Engineering with Pilot Studies at University of Liverpool
Air Transport with Commercial Pilot Training at Buckinghamshire New University
Animal Behaviour at University of Exeter
Architecture at University of Westminster, London
Biblical Studies and Theology at University of Nottingham
Biological Sciences at University of Exeter and University of Surrey
Biological Sciences with Professional Placement at University of Exeter
Biomedical Science at St George’s, University of London
Biomedical Sciences with Foundation at University of Westminster, London
Business Accounting with Industrial/Professional at University of Manchester
Business and Management with Industrial Experience at University of Exeter
Business and Marketing at De Montfort University
Business Information Systems at University of Westminster, London
Chemistry with a year in York at University of York
Computer Hardware and Software Engineering at Coventry University
Computer Science with Artificial Intelligence at University of Nottingham
Creative Writing at Aberystwyth University
Criminology and Criminal Justice with Sociology at University of Plymouth
Early Childhood Studies at University of Gloucestershire
Economics at University of Leeds
Electronic Engineering with Foundation Year at University of Surrey
Engineering and Physical Sciences with Foundation Year at University of Nottingham
English Language and Literature at University of Oxford
English/Politics (Equal) at University of York
Environmental Geoscience at Durham University
Fashion Management with Marketing at Solent University (Southampton)
Finance with Placement at University of Southampton
Financial Mathematics (with placement year) at Loughborough University
Financial Mathematics and Statistics at London School of Economics and Political Science
Forensic Science at University of Lincoln
French and History at University of Nottingham
French Studies and Linguistics at Lancaster University
Geography at University of Manchester
History and Politics at University of Dundee
Integrated Mechanical and Electrical Engineering at University of Bath
International Business at University of Kent
International History and Politics at University of Leeds
International Relations and Politics at University of Portsmouth
Law at University of Southampton, University of York and Cardiff University
Law (with Foundation Year) at Bristol, University of the West of England
Law with Business and Management at University of Sussex
Management at University of Nottingham
Marketing with Psychology at Lancaster University
Master of Nursing (Child) at University of Birmingham
Mathematics with Foundation Year at University of Plymouth
Media & Communication at Kingston University
Media and Creative Industries at University of Warwick
Medicine at University of Plymouth
Modern and Contemporary History at Royal Holloway, University of London
Modern Languages at Queen Mary University of London
Motorsport Engineering with Foundation Year at University of Derby
Musical Theatre at University of Portsmouth
Nursing (Adult) at University of York
Paramedic Science at University of Suffolk
Pharmacy with a Foundation Year at Swansea University
Photography at Kingston University and Falmouth University
Physics with Astrophysics at University of York
Physiotherapy at Oxford Brookes University
Politics and International Relations with Placement Year at University of Reading
Primary Education with QTS at University of Winchester
Psychology (with placement year) at Loughborough University
Psychology (with placement) at University of Bath
Sociology and Politics at University of Kent
Sport Management at Northumbria University, Newcastle
Sport, Health and Exercise Sciences (Dual Degree) at University of Portsmouth
Veterinary Medicine at University of Nottingham
Zoology with a Year in Industry at Swansea UniversityU
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“Teaching in the sixth form is consistently challenging. 
As a result, students are motivated to learn and achieve 
excellent outcomes.”

Ofsted January 2017

Here are some of the degrees that our students went on to study: SUCCESS

96.1%
When the last set of external examinations were sat in 2019, St Bede’s 

achieved excellent A level results, with a high proportion of top grades. 
We have a tradition of excellent academic success in the sixth form. 

overall pass rate

49.9%
A*- B pass rate

27.2%
A*/A grades were awarded

In 2021, around 120 (88%) of our students secured places at some 
of the top universities up and down the country. We are enormously 

proud of the resilience and dedication that they showed and were 
delighted that they were awarded the results they deserved after 
two years of hard work. We very much look forward to hearing 

about their future achievements.



Which subjects are you studying?

I am currently studying A levels in French, sociology, 
RS, philosophy and ethics. I love all my subjects but 
I would have to say that sociology is my favourite 
subject because it enables me to study concerning 
issues in our society which is really interesting.

What are your future ambitions?

I hope to carry on in higher education and study a 
Law degree at university.

Why did you choose the St Bede’s Sixth Form?

I chose St Bede’s because there is a strong sense 
of community which makes the A level experience 
enjoyable. Also, the value of education is a strong 
element within the school.

What are relationships like with your teachers?

The teachers are really supportive and 
understanding which really helps me with my studies. 

What are tutor meetings like?

Tutor meetings are really engaging and allow me to 
receive feedback and advice both academically 
and non academically.

What is life like in the sixth form?

Sixth form life is very balanced, you are able to form 
relationships with people whom you may not have had 
the opportunity before and still work really hard. 
I think most importantly you have to have a good 
balance of work and play which I truly believe St 
Bede’s possesses. 
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YEAR 13 STUDENT PROFILE
Maëva Jacques



SIXTH FORM LIFE
& COMMUNITY

At St Bede’s you will not only be in a distinctive 
sixth form community of around 300 students, 
but will also have the benefits of a well established 
outstanding school. We are proud of who we are 
and what we stand for and welcome anyone who 
wants to learn and study with us. At St Bede’s we are 
proud of our strong Christian ethos and welcome 
students of all backgrounds.

You will be known and valued as an individual 
within a sixth form that is small enough for 
everyone to have a genuine place of their own, 
while large enough to offer a wide range of exciting 
opportunities for success.

SENIOR STUDENTS
Each year, there is a group of senior students from 
Year 13 who have an integral role in the running 
of the sixth form and are seen as ambassadors for 
the school. The presence of the senior students 
gives the students a voice and ownership of their 
community, as they organise and run events for 
Years 12 and 13 and are able to raise ideas and 
issues with the leaders of the school. 

RAG WEEK & CHARITIES
One of the highlights of the year is organising and 
taking part in sixth form RAG Week. This week is 
dedicated to raising money for charities chosen 
by sixth formers. A series of fundraising events run 
throughout the week culminating in the RAG Show 
and RAG Ball. Last year’s RAG Week raised £7,111.

SIXTH FORM SOCIAL LIFE
There is an array of social opportunities for you in 
the sixth form. Each year begins with the Freshers’ 
events in September, then several ‘unofficial’ social 
events and parties throughout the year, culminating 
in the Leavers’ Ball at the end of Year 13.

LEADERSHIP
You can develop your leadership skills, both 
within the sixth form and by getting involved in 
activities supporting the lower school. This ranges 
from helping to run extra-curricular clubs for 
different departments, including sports, drama and 
music, supporting students in Year 7 and 8 during 
form time, to acting as a subject mentor (see 
enrichment for more information).

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE
As you follow a more personalised curriculum, 
having access to your IT devices, apart from your 
phone, in school allows you to work in a more 
personalised way. Our Bring Your Own Device 
(BYOD) Scheme allows you to bring your own 
devices into school to use during private study 
and in lessons if your teacher thinks that it will aid 
your learning. The scheme is voluntary and you 
will still have access to IT in school in study areas 
and in the classroom where it aids learning. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The entry requirements for the sixth form at St 
Bede’s for this academic year is five GCSE passes 
(9-4). Please be aware that A level subjects usually 
have a minimum requirement of a grade 5 and 
this will have to be achieved to study that specific 
subject. All students opting for the sixth form at 
St Bede’s must have demonstrated a positive 
attitude towards their studies at GCSE level.

(Please see additional information provided in the 
course leaflets available from each department. 
These will also be available on our website.)

HOW TO JOIN US
1. Complete an application form by  

1 December 2021 including your choice 
of subjects, in order of preference, that 
you wish to study. This is not binding - just 
the basis for discussion and advice. After 
analysing your options we will inform you 
which combinations are available.

2. Attend a guidance meeting with a 
senior member of staff to discuss your 
planned courses in the light of your likely 
performance at GCSE and your career 
aspirations. After this we will send you 
confirmation of your provisional choices, 
subject to your GCSE results.

3. Attend our induction day on 4 July 2022 to 
find out more about your courses and sixth 
form life.

4. Once you have received your GCSE results, 
you will attend enrolment and confirm your 
final course choices.

5. Start the term and your sixth form journey. 
Your courses can change up to mid 
September; provided the combination 
of your subjects fit the classes that have 
room for you and you meet the entry 
requirements.

“The teachers set high 
expectations for all students and 
have a warm, accessible and 
enthusiastic attitude.”

Year 13 student

Note: We will be following guidance from the 
Department for Education regarding school trips, clubs 
and activities during the coronavirus pandemic and this 
may impact the full range offered in 2022-23.
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INDEPENDENCE
& SUPPORT

The St Bede’s Sixth Form is driven by a careful 
balance of self-discipline from yourself and 
personalised, on-going support from our dedicated 
team of specialist subject teachers. By the end 
of the two years, the network of guidance and 
encouragement from all members of staff ensures 
that you are fully-equipped for the next stage of 
your life, whatever you choose to move on to. The 
atmosphere of supported study and independent 
learning at St Bede’s allows you to leave the sixth 
form at the end of Year 13 a mature and well-
rounded learner.

From the start of Year 12 you will be placed within a 
tutor group of around 20, and allocated a tutor for 
the two years. St Bede’s has always thrived on the 
positive relationships forged between students and 
staff and this ethos is developed still further once 
students enter the sixth form. Close-knit class sizes 
and mentoring sessions ensure that your tutor really 
has the chance to get to know you on an individual 
basis.

At tutor sessions you will benefit from a chance to 
discuss and explore various topics alongside your 
peers and seek guidance from your tutor.

You will gain from dedicated one to one mentoring 
sessions with your tutor at least once every half term. 
You will be able to discuss your progress with your 
tutor and ensure you are continuously motivated and 
challenged in your chosen studies. 

We have extensive guidance for university applicants, 
from helping you decide which course to study, 
to guiding you through your personal statement. 
Through the tutorial programme, you will be 
prepared for the next stage in your life, with activities 
such as mock interviews and university visits if you 
are thinking of higher education. We will also help 
you prepare for Oxbridge entry and to apply for 
courses such as Headstart.

Work experience at the end of Year 12 forms an 
important part of your preparation for your future 
career. Past placements have included: local 
businesses; East Surrey hospital; Jellyfish; PwC; 
Met Police; National Trust; HSBC; Nestlé; House of 
Lords and Sky News. Throughout the year, we have 
speakers from a range of businesses to help you 
prepare for your future career.

Apprenticeships are an increasingly popular 
study option for our students. Students are given 
more information about the different types of 
apprenticeship available to them during the Year 12 
‘Looking Forward Day’ and during citizenship. 

Employers, both locally in Redhill and London, come 
in and run employability sessions with our sixth 
form, including details of their own apprenticeship 
schemes and how to apply; we are looking forward 
to welcoming PwC in the Autumn term. We are also 
in the fortunate position to be contacted directly by 
employers with apprenticeship opportunities which 
are advertised weekly to our students.



Which subjects are you studying?

I’m currently studying maths, geography and economics. 
My favourite and strongest subject is geography. The 
knowledge I’m learning will be a great foundation for my 
desire to help the environment when I’m older.

What are your future ambitions?

I plan on going to Cardiff University, doing a geography 
degree and choosing physical geography modules as 
that’s my favourite part. In the future, I’d like to be 
involved in research into methods to save the planet or 
any way to help in that respect (eg working for the MET 
office).

Why did you choose the St Bede’s Sixth Form?

Because St Bede’s is the reason I grew to love geography, 
it allowed me to thrive in maths and it gave me the 
opportunity to take economics (a class I’d never taken 
before). Also, the smaller classes, meant I could have 
more direct, focussed learning. For the subjects I wanted 
to do, Bede’s Sixth Form was the perfect choice for me.

What are relationships like with your teachers?

Being in sixth form has brought me very close to all my 
teachers. I wouldn’t hesitate to go to any of them for 
help as it’s so easy to talk to them. I can’t count the 
amount of times my teachers have made time for me 
at break or after a lesson in order to consolidate my 
understanding or to teach me something extra.

What are tutor meetings like?

Tutor meetings have been a great opportunity for me to 
reflect on my progress and to tweak how I work at school 
in order to achieve all my goals. It’s also been really 
helpful with my application process to get into university.

What is life like in the sixth form?

I feel a lot more independent in sixth form and it has 
been the perfect work environment for me as I can 
relax with my friends in the common room at breaks and 
lunches and work in my frees throughout the day to get 
all my work done. 
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YEAR 13 STUDENT PROFILE
Theo McBain



Whatever your interests and talents, you will be 
sure to find something exciting to get involved in at 
St Bede’s. An education is so much more than just 
what is learnt in the classroom and so we offer an 
extensive array of enrichment opportunities for all 
students. 

You will have opportunities to learn from 
professionals in visiting workshops, such as a 
talk from a history professor about the subject at 
university and seminars in geography to discuss 
topics studied throughout the course. You will also 
have the opportunity to study with students from 
other sixth forms in sociology and RS conferences.

We offer a range of leadership opportunities 
including ‘helplining’, subject leaders and mental 
health ambassadors. 

We hope to offer you the chance to benefit 
from exciting opportunities further afield. In the 
past these have ranged from: a history trip to 
Washington DC, a geography field trip to Iceland, 
an art and photography visit to Venice, a joint 
history, sociology and psychology trip to Kraków, 
including Auschwitz. Our trips to Africa were also a 
huge success!

We have a great tradition in music and drama. 
Sixth form students take leading roles in our 
senior orchestra and choir, as well as regular 
performances of various musical groups both in 
and out of school. 

Much anticipated events in the school calendar 
include our Act One and Act Two concerts, the ‘Slide’ 
band tour of Derbyshire, the whole school annual 
production and our RAG show. Music students 
also get the opportunity to go to performances at 
the Royal Festival Hall, the English National Opera 
and visits to professional recording studios. Drama 
students frequently attend theatre productions to 
supplement their in-class learning.

Our excellent sports facilities provide many 
opportunities not least our prominent rugby 
team. The rugby team benefits from professional 
coaching and regular matches against local teams. 
The highlight of every year is the Charlotte Fawcett 
Memorial Game where the sixth form boys play 
against the ‘old boys’, whilst raising significant sums 
for charity. We encourage you to approach us with 
ideas for new extra-curricular opportunities. 

At St Bede’s you can achieve your Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. This is increasingly popular with 
our students and the skills and qualities gained are 
invaluable. 

We encourage you to get involved in university visits, 
which are often organised by the school. We attend 
the Oxford and Cambridge student conferences and 
support applications for taster courses to support 
your higher education application.

ENRICHMENT
SPORTS, PERFORMING ARTS & TRIPS

Note: We will be following guidance from the Department for Education regarding school trips, clubs and activities during 
the coronavirus pandemic and this may impact the full range offered in 2022-23.
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PREVIOUS OPPORTUNITIES HAVE INCLUDED:
DRAMA TRIPS TO THEATRE PRODUCTIONS
MARWELL ZOO
KRAKÓW
TANZANIA TRIP
SIXTH FORM RUGBY 1ST XV
CHARLOTTE FAWCETT MEMORIAL RUGBY MATCH
WHOLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION
SPORTS FITNESS SESSIONS
QUESTION TIME AT REIGATE AND BANSTEAD COUNCIL
WASHINGTON TRIP
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
BIOLOGY ECOLOGY FIELD TRIP
SCIENCE OLYMPIADS
ICELAND TRIP
ART & PHOTOGRAPHY TRIP TO VENICE
BRUSSELS EU PARLIAMENT TRIP
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT VISIT
SENIOR CHOIR
SENIOR AND STRING ORCHESTRAS
‘SLIDE’ SENIOR JAZZ BAND/TOUR TO DERBYSHIRE
‘MAN UP’ MALE CHOIR
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA AT THE COLISEUM



Your project

Your projectYour choice
Your choiceTHE COURSES

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS
BUSINESS
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
SPORT & PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

A LEVEL SUBJECTS
ART & DESIGN
BIOLOGY
BUSINESS
CHEMISTRY
COMPUTER SCIENCE
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES
ECONOMICS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
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YOUR COURSE FINDER

EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
Have you ever wished that you could mastermind 
YOUR OWN course?

Have you ever been frustrated that exam courses don’t 
include the things that YOU are really interested in?

Would you like a way of showing universities and 
employers that you are an excellent, well motivated 
individual?

YES? Then we have a great opportunity for you!

The EPQ is an extra qualification where you are in the driving 
seat. All elements of the course are directed by you, including 
whether it is a question or practical project, the research 
involved and how you present the final dissertation or artefact. 

The aim is that you set yourself a question to answer, a 
challenge to fulfil or practical project to complete. You then 
create a plan to achieve your goal, organise your time and 
then review and evaluate your progress at the end. Students 
start thinking about topics in January of Year 12 and then start 
work with timetabled lessons in June.

Previous students chose a wide range of topics, including:
Have the Nazi’s returned to German politics?
Is rock and roll dead?
What makes the perfect smile?
Marine Parks - sanctuary or enslavement?
Will there be a vaccine for cancer?
Can the Ironman suit ever be a reality?

While others have undertaken practical projects, including: 
Designing a sound recording studio
Designing and building a gaming computer
Planning and completing a 12 hour sponsored swim
Composing a rap song
Making a historical documentary film
Designing and building a go kart
 
For more information speak to Mrs Sturt
(su@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

Offered to
Offered toALL students 

ALL students 

You are only limited by your own imagination!You are only limited by your own imagination!



Your project

Your projectYour choice
Your choice
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A LEVELS
Advanced level qualifications (known as A 
levels) are subject-based qualifications that 
can lead to university, further study, training, 
or work. You can normally study three or 
more A levels over two years. They’re usually 
assessed by a series of examinations.

Who are they for?

If you’re thinking about going to university, 
most higher education courses require 
specific A levels or combinations of A levels 
(or alternative level 3 qualifications).

If you’re not sure what career or job you 
want to do, studying a selection of A levels 
can be a good way of keeping your options 
open.

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS 
(CTECS)
Cambridge Technicals are a suite of vocational 
qualifications in a range of subject areas. 
Designed through consultation with employers 
and higher education providers, they offer 
opportunities to develop the skills, knowledge, 
and behaviours required to progress in both 
education and the workplace.

Who are they for?

Cambridge Technicals are designed specifically 
for students aged 16 and over, who have an 
interest in a particular sector.

They can be completed alongside other A level 
or vocational courses.

WHAT TO STUDY

Offered to
Offered toALL students 

ALL students 



“The teaching in sixth form is very helpful 
and supportive. We’re treated in a very 
mature way which allows us to work hard 
and achieve, but also grow on a personal 
level.”

Year 13 student

BUSINESS
The OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended 
Certificate in Business is designed to teach students 
about the rapidly changing nature of the world of 
business. You will have the opportunity to learn 
through practical activities and to develop the skills 
that modern businesses are looking for. There 
will be an emphasis on developing  links with real 
businesses and students will have opportunities 
to work in groups and to develop their research 
and communication skills. The course is assessed 
through a combination of internally assessed 
coursework and external exams.

Students completing a Cambridge Technical in 
Business often end up following business related 
courses at university or on high quality business 
related apprenticeships. 

Mr Wilkinson
(wi@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Already having run for three years, the OCR Level 3 
Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in Health 
and Social Care has something for everyone. This 
is a diverse and broad course equivalent to A level 
where you can develop skills and knowledge in a 
subject that impacts on each person’s life.

Health and Social Care is an extremely interesting 
course which will allow you to focus on a range of 
skills. You will study three externally assessed units 
and complete three pieces of coursework over the 
two years. Students often combine it with sociology, 
psychology, biology or PE. Previous students have 
gone to university to study nursing, midwifery, social 
work, occupational therapy, early years education, 
pharmacy, teaching and other related professions. 
The qualification also enables you to gain the 
required understanding and skills to be able to 
consider employment within some aspects of the 
health and social care sector. We believe it’s a great 
subject, come and find out why!

Miss Coventry
(cy@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS (CTECS)
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
The OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Introductory 
Diploma in IT is aimed to develop your knowledge, 
understanding and skills of the essentials of IT and 
Cyber Security. It will give you an insight into the IT 
sector as you investigate the pace of technological 
change, IT infrastructure on a global scale, and the 
importance of legal and security considerations. 
Designed in collaboration with industry experts, the 
qualifications focus on the requirements that today’s 
employers demand. 

You will cover subjects such as the Fundamentals 
of IT, Global Information, Virtual and Augmented 
Reality, Mobile Technology and Social Media and 
Digital Marketing.

Many students who study ICT go on to university 
to undertake courses such as cyber security, 
digital marketing, computer science and computer 
networking. There are also a large number of 
apprenticeships available in IT and computing 
related professions with some organisations offering 
lucrative career paths for potential students. 

Mr Lea
(le@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

SPORT AND PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY
The OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended 
Certificate in Sport and Physical Activity is suited to 
those students who are interested in further studies 
or a career in sports. Through a combination of both 
practical and theory elements, students will gain a 
deeper understanding of Anatomy and Physiology, 
Fitness Training and Programming for Health, 
Sport and Wellbeing, Professional Development 
in the Sports industry, and finally Practical Sports 
Performances. The course has a mixture of both 
internal and external assessments over the two years.

This course has lead students to a variety of 
opportunities such as: supporting top athletes as 
sports scientists, sports psychologists, strength 
and conditioning coaches, sports therapists or PE 
teachers.

The qualification is designed to be taken as part 
of a study programme alongside other vocational 
qualifications or A levels, such as Cambridge 
Technicals in Business, A level Biology or A level 
Physics.

Mrs Saunders
(sa@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

“What I’ve enjoyed most about sixth 
form so far is the freedom in our 
free periods which helps us relax 
and complete work in a positive 
environment.”

Year 12 student







HUMANITIES
POLITICS
Politics is a great subject for anyone who wants to 
know just what is going on in the world. Why do 
people have such low opinions of politicians? Why 
does the Prime Minister have the power to declare 
war without consulting Parliament? Why are fewer 
people bothering to vote? Has Barack Obama 
changed the face of American politics? What is a 
hung parliament? Will the Liberal Democrats ever 
taste power again? Should the legal age of voting 
be lowered? Are you argumentative? Do you 
challenge the things you are told by your
parents, your teachers and the media? You may 
think that sounds bad, but we like these sorts of 
students in politics! You will succeed in this 
subject if you enjoy debate and argument.

You do not have to want to be Prime Minister 
to take politics. It is a well-respected academic 
subject that will enable you to get into a variety of 
university courses. It will develop your 
communication skills – a politics student will 
always be a force to be reckoned with in any 
discussion! We hope to be able to revisit 
Washington DC as this is an exciting trip and is 
particularly beneficial for students studying politics.

Mr Purkiss
(pr@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

GEOGRAPHY
A level geography will enable you to be inspired by your 
geographical understanding, to engage critically with real 
world issues and places, and to apply your geographical 
knowledge, theory and skills to the world around you. 
You will grow as independent thinkers and as informed 
and engaged citizens, who understand the role and 
importance of geography as one of the key disciplines 
relevant to understanding the world’s changing peoples, 
places and environments.

You will study a range of physical geography topics 
including tectonic processes and hazards, coastal 
landscapes and change, carbon and water cycles. You 
will also cover some fascinating human geography 
topics including globalisation, regeneration, superpowers 
and global development. You will research up to date 
information to develop your understanding about these 
physical and human environments as well as looking for 
solutions to both local and worldwide issues.

Geography is also about fieldwork; there is a strong 
emphasis on this with four days compulsory fieldwork, 
during which you will complete an individual 
investigation. This must be based on a question or issue 
defined and developed by you and include data collected 
in the field. It can relate to any part of the course content 
and accounts for 20% of your final grade.

Geography develops the knowledge, understanding 
and analytical skills which are useful for further study 
at university or in the world of work. If you have a real 
interest in our world and the things that shape and 

change it, as 
well as finding 
solutions to some 
of the big issues 
that exist on our 
planet today, then 
this is the course 
for you.

Miss Jones
(jn@st-bedes.
surrey.sch.uk)

A GREAT DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE & 
UNDERSTANDING

HISTORY
Was Charles I the worst king in history? How 
violent were the Civil Wars? Why was Charles 
executed? Was Cromwell a reluctant dictator? 
How did prohibition in the USA lead to the rise 
of gangsters? Did President Roosevelt save the 
USA from economic meltdown? Was it right 
that the USA joined both of the World Wars late? 
How successful was the Civil Rights Movement? 
Could the Cold War have led to nuclear war? 
Did Rasputin cause the collapse of the Russian 
monarchy? Was the Russian Revolution inevitable?

Historians disagree about these questions. How 
sound will your judgement be? 

This course challenges you to examine the 
evidence and the arguments of rival historians 
to make up your own mind. You will be guided 
through the process of writing full-length essays 
and interpreting evidence, building on the skills 
you have developed in Year 11. 

History A level is highly regarded as providing a 
useful basis for any career requiring the high-
level skills of analysis and communication that we 
develop during the course. If you enjoy reading, 
arguing and expressing your ideas, this is the 
subject for you!

Mrs Crouch
(cr@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)



Alumni profile: Humanities student
Niamh Whelan

Niamh has just successfully completed 
her first year of history and politics at 

the University of Cambridge. She says, 
“Overall, it’s been a positive experience. 

Whilst there have been many challenges 
during the pandemic, both staff and students 

adapted and rose to the challenge...I’ve made new 
friends, learnt new skills and more about myself as a 
person. I couldn’t recommend it more highly!” She says 
to students thinking of applying to university “be aware of 
all important deadlines and spend time finding a course 
that suits you and most importantly makes you excited 
about taking it. Attend open days (including virtual ones) 
as they will help cement your decisions. Particularly for 
Oxbridge applicants, take time to read around your 

subject and develop your own set of original insights - 
passion and curiosity will go a long way!”

As one of the senior students Niamh was heavily involved 
in organising events and her biggest highlight of the sixth 
form was RAG Week and says, “it’s a time when there’s 
always a great sense of community within the school and 
there are loads of opportunities to get involved in any 
capacity that suits you.”

During her time in the sixth form Niamh studied 
geography and maths alongside her favourite subject 
history which had “great teachers, incredible trips and 
interesting content.” She describes the sixth form as “a 
very supportive environment and a place where everyone 
is encouraged to relish in their independence and shine 
as individuals” and “there is a lot of personalised support 
and guidance available.”
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PSYCHOLOGY
Why do we remember that irritating song but forget our best 
friend’s birthday? Why do so many people suffer from eating 
disorders? What determines to whom we are attracted? Why 
do we dream? If these kinds of questions interest and intrigue 
you then read on: psychology could be for you! Psychology is 
a fascinating and extremely popular subject. It offers an insight 
into the workings of our minds and will give you an overall 
understanding of human behaviour. The course is challenging 
but if you have a genuine interest in people, are willing to take 
part in discussions and experiments and are prepared to work 
hard then you will do extremely well.

The course will require you to develop knowledge and 
understanding of many different psychological theories 
and pieces of research, as well as asking you to analyse and 
evaluate them. You will need to be able to write coherently 
and objectively. Because psychology is a science, you will 
need to be able to analyse graphs, tables and statistical data, 
which will put you in good stead if you are planning to study 
a science at university. Psychology opens up many different 
career pathways ranging from criminology to education, 
psychiatry to nursing. So if you like people and want to know 
more about them, as well as yourself then psychology is your 
subject.

Mr Frith
(fr@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

This subject explores contemporary, relevant topics and issues 
that we all care about and can relate to, such as patterns of 
marriage and family life, educational achievement, crime 
and religious belief. Sociologists provide theories to explain 
how society works and changes – but, not surprisingly, they 
disagree. 

You must decide where you stand and be able to argue for 
and against sociological theories and ideas. For example, 
is the family an essential building block of society which 
functions effectively, socialising children to grow up to become 
responsible and productive adults? Some sociologists think so, 
whereas others argue that family life is dysfunctional for certain 
groups of people in society, pointing out the existence of 
economic and cultural inequality, domestic violence and child 
abuse. What is deviance? And what causes deviance to become 
criminal? We see crime reported on the news every week, but 
what actually causes it and how can it be reduced, if at all? And 
what is the nature and extent of religious belief in UK society 
today, and why?

If you enjoy reading, arguing and expressing your ideas, both 
verbally and in written form, and would like to open your mind 
to thinking analytically and critically about the world around us, 
this is the subject for you.

Mr Marshall
(mr@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

RS, PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS
Discover what lies beneath the surface of the 
world you see in front of you and delve into the 
search for truth, wisdom and meaning. If the ‘big 
questions’ about the universe, life, ethics and moral 
dilemmas ignite your interest and inspire your 
thoughts then this is definitely the subject for you!  

Philosophers don’t just accept things for the way 
they are. They ask the essential questions of ‘why’, 
‘how’ and ‘what if’ in order to understand what 
lies beneath our reality and know more about the 
way things really are. Studying Religious Studies, 
Philosophy and Ethics will help develop and 
provide you with essential skills of critical analysis, 
independent thought and evaluation which are 
highly sought after by higher education and 
employers. 

In the course, you will study the general principles 
of ethical theories, examine their strengths and 
weaknesses and apply them to issues of life and 
death. You will also examine the ultimate questions 
about God; His existence, evil and suffering and 
religious experience. Finally, you will complete a 
study of Christianity including religious identity and 
life after death.

Philosophy and Ethics is a very popular subject for 
students going to university and seeking further 
education or careers in humanities, law, language 
or politics, since it demands original, creative 
thinking, developing arguments and responding 
creatively to solve problems that matter to all of 
us. Lessons vary in style but will always involve 
engaging discussion and debate in different 
ways. The ability to write essays accurately and to 
develop arguments is clearly important and you’ll 
get plenty of support in becoming an excellent 
thinker and philosopher.

Mr Gangemi
(gn@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

18 

SOCIOLOGY



MATHEMATICS, PE
SCIENCE & COMPUTING

MATHEMATICS & FURTHER 
MATHEMATICS
Not only does mathematics underlie every process 
and pattern that occurs in the world around us, 
but studying it beyond Key Stage 4 will equip 
you with a wealth of skills highly desirable to any 
employer. Look closer at any job advert and at the 
kind of skills employers are looking for: problem 
solving skills, conceptual and analytical ability, 
data handling and communication skills. All these 
are useful in any job, and you get them all from 
studying mathematics. In addition to these general 
skills, you will need mathematics as an entry 
requirement to study a wide range of subjects.

The pure mathematics component is essentially 
traditional in content. Topics previously met, 
such as trigonometry, graphs and algebra are 
significantly extended and new areas of study, 
such as calculus and series progressions are 
introduced. Pure mathematics provides the basic 
tools for statistics, which is concerned with the 
representation of information, the analysis of 
data in order to draw conclusions and make valid 
predictions, and the detailed study of probability. 
Mechanics, which is a theoretical approach to 
real physical situations, includes the behaviour of 
bodies in motion, the effects of systems of forces 
on bodies in equilibrium, analysis of stresses in 
frameworks. Mathematics demands particular skills 
and interests but a wide variety of students do well.

Further mathematics is taken in addition to 
mathematics, but counts a separate A level. This 
is suitable for students who have a particular 
strength in mathematics. It is particularly valuable 
to students who find the subject stimulating and 
rewarding and may wish to gain more knowledge 
and study the subject at degree level.

Mrs Miles
(ms@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Are you passionate about sport? Driven to find 
out how you can improve your performance? 
Interested in how our bodies push themselves 
to their physical peak? Keen to understand what 
gives Olympic champions the psychological edge 
over their competitors? Intrigued by why nearly 
one billion people would watch a single sporting 
event? If the answer is yes, then Physical Education 
is the subject for you. PE suits students who have 
a passion for sport; students who will enjoy a fast 
paced and diverse course that covers many subject 
areas – yet is always underpinned by the student’s 
application to sport.

The content of this course has been designed 
to allow students to study PE in an academic 
setting, enabling them to critically analyse and 
evaluate their physical performance and apply their 
experience of practical activity in developing their 
knowledge and understanding of the subject.

The course leads onto one of many sports-
related degree courses available. However, the 
real benefit of the PE A level is that it enables you 
to grasp a wide range of skills – from scientific 
research through to debate. It also develops an 
organised well rounded student that can cope 
with the demands of university life. This wide 
variety of skill sets will stand you in good stead for 
most university courses. The same applies to the 
workplace.

Sport is now such a huge industry that there 
are endless employment opportunities. A few 
examples: biomechanics, coaching, media, 
officiating, sports administration, sports 
management, sports rehabilitation, sports 
technology development and teaching.

Mrs Saunders
(sa@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer science is the study of how computers 
and computer systems work and how they are 
constructed and programmed. Computer science 
is a discipline, like mathematics or physics, that 
explores foundational principles and ideas (such 
as techniques for searching the web), rather than 
artefacts (such as particular computer programs), 
although it may use the latter to illuminate 
the former. You do not need to have any prior 
knowledge of computer science.

The course is not just about learning to use 
tools or just training in a programming language. 
Instead, the emphasis is on computational 
thinking. Computational thinking is a kind of 
reasoning used by both humans and machines 
and is an important life skill. It uses abstraction 
and decomposition. The study of computation is 
about what can be computed and how to do it. 
Computer science involves questions that have the 
potential to change how we view the world. For 
example, we may be computing with DNA at some 
stage in the future, with computer circuits made of 
genes. This leads to the question, does the natural 
world ‘compute’?

Mr Lea
(le@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)



BIOLOGY
Studying biology involves a deeper look at some of 
the topics you will be familiar with from GCSE as well 
as exploring exciting new areas. We explore the ultra-
structure of cells, biochemistry of cells, biodiversity, and 
physiological topics such as gas exchange, homeostasis 
and transport. You will also take part in field work to 
explore ecological techniques and study ecosystems 
and genetics. In lessons, you will take part in group work, 
make your own presentations, research and do regular 
practical work as well as some more traditional styles of 
delivery.

The course is ideal if you enjoy biology or wish to follow 
a career in medicine and related fields such as veterinary 
science, agriculture, brewing, food or any of the 
biological or environmental sciences. There are strong 
links with subjects such as chemistry and geography or 
the social sciences.

Mrs Read
(re@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

CHEMISTRY
Chemistry is a subject that 
appeals to people with a 
wide range of skills and an 
interest in how things work. 
As a chemist you will study 
the nature of atoms and 
molecules and the way they 
react together to produce 
useful products. You will 
also study both organic and 
inorganic materials, looking 
at their properties, synthesis, 
reactions, analysis and uses

Chemistry is a subject that 
opens many avenues after 
sixth form. It obviously allows 
further study into the subject, 
with chemists being recruited 
into practically every branch 
of industry. They have an 
especially important role in 
areas like pharmaceuticals and agrochemicals, oil and 
chemicals, food, metals, polymers, paints, water and 
energy. Scientific training has also proved valuable for 
careers such as accountancy, law, computing and in 
areas of management.

It is a highly respected A level and a requirement 
for some other degree courses such as medicine, 
dentistry or to become a vet. It complements other 
A levels well such as other sciences, like biology and 
physics, but is also taken by people studying the full 
range of subjects such as humanities. 

Mrs Read
(re@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)
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PHYSICS
Physics is the fundamental science: the study of matter 
and energy. Physicists aim to find rules to explain 
observable phenomena, and to link these rules to find 
the essential principles upon which all things depend. 
Physical principles govern all aspects of the natural 
world, from the sub-atomic to the super-galactic; and 
they are omnipresent in the technology of our daily lives. 
Everything from bottle openers to ballistic missiles, from 
bird flight to the shape and colours of a rainbow, can 
be explained with physics. If you want to know how and 
why, then physics is for you.

Physics is a highly respected A level that opens the 
door to a surprising variety of careers and university 
courses, from engineering disciplines, to meteorology, to 
medicine.

It is also valued in any career involving research or 
decision making, thanks to the analytical and evaluative 
skills learned as part of the course. Physics can be 
combined with any other A levels, but it makes a 
particularly good match with mathematics, chemistry, 
biology, D&T, music technology or geography.

Mrs Read
(re@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

Alumni profile: Science student 
Ethan Bennett

Ethan is currently at Durham 
University studying his favourite 

subject mathematics, which he 
studied with further maths at A level 
along with chemistry and physics. 

He says, “After having just completed 
my first year, I can safely say that 

attending university has to be one of the best choices 
I have made. New friends and a new dive into my 
choice of subject has made this past year (despite 
circumstances) one of the best of my life.”

Ethan says to students thinking of applying to 
university, “consider all your options, look at the 
different courses. Even a course with the same title 
can vary drastically from one university to another, so 
make sure you’re really getting into something that 
you want to do.”

Ethan describes the St Bede’s Sixth Form as “different 
because it’s quite a significant change from the lower 
school and fun and busy because you can study 
the subjects you enjoy and get involved in all the 
sixth form events.” His advice to Year 10/11 students 
planning to join the sixth form is to “take the subjects 
you enjoy the most, as learning is far easier when 
you’re engaged and interested. The opportunities 
that St Bede’s provides 
are excellent and the 
community of the sixth form 
was brilliant.”

Ethan’s personal highlight 
was visiting Tanzania, he 
says “The trip was eye 
opening, rewarding and fun. 
It will never be forgotten. I 
would definitely volunteer 
again in Tanzania or maybe 
even somewhere else.”



LANGUAGES
& BUSINESS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
This A level is for individuals who wish to explore and 
understand how language is the prism through which we see, 
experience and construct the world around us.

Students will study the conventions of written, spoken and 
multimodal (digital/online) language in order to understand 
how the building blocks of human communication shape 
the way that we think. You will learn about the development 
of the English language, how it has evolved over time and 
continues to evolve, how children learn to speak, write and 
construct the world through language. You will consider 
how different accents and dialects reflect social attitudes and 
values. You will also explore the central role language plays in 
the construction of identity and how different social groups 
are represented through language. There are also creative 
opportunities to develop your own person voice in writing 
texts of different genres and aimed at different audiences.

English language is a flexible and adaptable subject so future 
career opportunities are extensive. The subject combines well 
with many others in both the arts, humanities and sciences, 
and is particularly suited to modern foreign language 
combinations. University admission tutors and employers look 
favourably upon students who have studied A level English 
language, knowing they will have good oral and written 
communication ability and have developed useful skills of 
analysis and interpretation. Careers which can be entered 
with an English A level/English degree are many and varied 
and include management, research, publishing, teaching, 
journalism, law, media and advertising.

Mrs Batchelor
(bl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk) 
Mr Hardy
(hy@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

ENGLISH LITERATURE
Studying English literature involves studying arguably 
the world’s greatest literary heritage. You will study 
plays, poems and novels and will explore a range of 
genres and time periods, from Shakespeare’s work in the 
1500s-1600s to the present day. In this way you will gain 
an insight into both the history of writing in English and 
its continued vibrancy. If you enjoy reading literary texts, 
this course offers a great opportunity for you to broaden 
your horizons. English literature at A level gives you the 
opportunity to explore texts in depth, have debates with 
like minded people and explore perspectives you may 
never have considered.

English literature is the perfect complement to many other 
A level courses, such as humanities and languages while 
the skills developed make you an asset in a wide variety 
of careers. It can work equally well as a facilitating subject 
alongside STEM subjects.

English literature A level enables you to demonstrate 
your well-rounded, breadth of knowledge and essential 
communication skills and will open up a broad range of 
career opportunities - from law and teaching to journalism 
and politics. As the most traditional of the English A 
Level courses, English literature is particularly prized by 
leading universities, as it demonstrates high levels of 
communication and analytical skills.
 
Mrs Batchelor
(bl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk) 
Mr Hardy
(hy@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

Alumni profile: Economics student 
Ben Fowler

After leaving St Bede’s Sixth 
Form Ben, who studied maths, 
economics and psychology 
A levels, began a degree 
apprenticeship for an IT managed 

services company. He says, “In 
this company I am the account 

manager for indirect business. I found out about 
this apprenticeship through alumnus and governor 
Iain Maclean who I met through joining the 
culture team at St Bede’s. I would have gone to 
study business management at university, had this 
opportunity not been presented to me. So far its 
been incredible, I’ve been thrown right into the 
deep end where I’ve been left to think for myself in 
an environment where no day is the same.” He is 
also really enjoying the adrenaline from working in 
a business atmosphere.

Ben describes the Sixth Form as “exciting, free 
and collaborative” and recommends to students 
applying to “make sure to focus from the start and 
keep on top of your workload, however, also make 
sure to enjoy your free time. If you want a place 
where you can grow as an individual and surround 
yourself with a positive community then the sixth 
form is where you should go!”

To students applying to university he says “Look 
at where you want to be in 1 year, 5 years and 10 
years. Then think is the path I’m taking now going 
to get me there.”

MEDIA
Media studies gives you the chance to develop a critical 
understanding of the role of the media in daily life. It 
encourages an understanding of how to use key media 
concepts to analyse media products and the opportunity for 
hands-on practical work.

Media studies is relevant to other subjects as the analytical 
skills you develop can be applied to any other area of study, 
in particular English, art and humanities. The practical skills 
learnt in media studies can be used in a variety of settings in 
school as well as on personal development. 

Our teachers strive to include and engage all students using a 
variety of teaching methods and approaches; we will always 

make sure that our lessons cater for everyone and answer 
specific questions and needs from each student.

It is our aim that you become an expert at:

• Analysing and understanding the media around you;

• Understanding how music videos, computer games, 
newspapers, films and television programmes are 
constructed and consumed;

• Using software (such as photoshop and Premier Pro) 
and hardware (still cameras, video cameras, lighting 
equipment) to create your own media products.

Mrs Batchelor
(bl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)
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BUSINESS
Business looks at how to set up and run small to 
medium sized businesses. You will explore what 
drives entrepreneurs to start a business and learn 
about the skills, legalities and techniques needed 
to turn an initial idea into a profitable venture.

To do this we study the various functions of 
a business including marketing, finance and 
managing people. This course will teach you 
how to make and evaluate business decisions in 
a variety of ‘real world’ contexts and scenarios. 
It is an advantage if you are fairly numerate due 
to the accounting and finance section of the 
course.

You will learn about the challenges and methods 
of managing and leading a large business such 
as John Lewis or Apple. You will use skills of 
analysis and evaluation to discuss the strategies 
facing different types of business, then choosing 
and justifying which course of action would be 
suitable for that business.

Business combines well with a wide range of 
other A level subjects. It provides progression 
to business and management degrees as well 
as a good background prior to entering a 
management trainee programme or starting your 
own business.

Mr Wilkinson
(wi@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

LANGUAGES
French, German and Spanish
If you have enjoyed learning a language at 
GCSE and believe that a language qualification 
could give you the edge, why not take a 
language at A level?

Our courses in French, German and Spanish 
develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading 
and writing through a variety of topic areas, 
which reflect your interests. You will learn 
about youth culture, family and relationships, 
the digital world and festivals and traditions in 
Year 1 and will study the topics of immigration, 
racism and politics as well as a foreign-
language film and literary text in Year 2. Lessons 
are conducted in the foreign language with a 
lot of pair/group work and there will be formal 
grammar lessons to help you understand the 
‘nuts and bolts’. There are opportunities to take 
part in events, such as a study day at the BFI 
in London for French, German and Spanish, as 
well as a Spanish flamenco/salsa evening. There 
will also be other ad hoc events as appropriate. 
If you choose, you will also be able to take 
part in the programme of European work 
experience, where you spend a week working in 
a foreign city.

Having the skills of writing and speaking 
in a European language will make your CV 
stand out. Did you know that 90% of jobs 
involving languages are in sectors such as 
sales, marketing and finance not in translating 
and teaching? Or that graduates with foreign 
language skills are highly employable and can 
expect to earn more than those without? You 
can combine a language with virtually any other 
subject at university and studying one in the 
sixth form could really help keep doors open 
later.

Mrs Kelly
(kl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

ECONOMICS
Economics is at the heart of many issues and 
problems facing the world today, from poverty 
in developing economies to political turmoil in 
the USA and the UK. Therefore it could be argued 
that at present it is the most relevant A level 
anybody could study! 

Through studying the subject at A level you can 
not only gain a greater understanding of the UK 
and global economics in the present, but also of 
what can be done about it and how. We study 
both macro and micro economics on the course. 
Macro economics looks at the bigger issues 
such as national debt, should we stay part of the 
EU, how third world countries can develop their 
economies and the impact of globalisation on the 
welfare of the population. In micro economics 
you look at how markets work and whether a 
government should intervene to stop unwanted 
activities such as pollution, as well as income and 
poverty in the population, along with inequality in 
earnings.

Economics goes well with a number of subjects 
but in particular is often mixed with maths, 
history, politics, business and geography. Many 
people choose economics because they are 
keen to work in finance and banking. It is also 
very useful if you wish to have a career in law or 
politics. It is worth noting that there is a strong 
numeracy element to the course.

Mr Wilkinson
(wi@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)



CREATIVE ARTS
& DESIGN

PHOTOGRAPHY
Photography, film and digital media are all around us. They 
are the design, the advertisement, the motion picture, the 
front cover, the graphics, the documentary and the art. 
They are the way we communicate. They are the jobs of 
the future. St Bede’s photography department is one of the 
most successful in the country. This is because we give our 
students the skills to access creative ideas and help form 
those ideas into highly professional outcomes. This well 
established course will appeal to creative and visually aware 
students who wish to produce a high standard of imagery 
using sophisticated techniques and processes.

Photography in the sixth form concentrates on using the 
camera as a creative means of expression. The course is 
designed to allow you to develop your own individual ideas 
as well as providing you with all the elements of a good 
photographic practice. All you need is a passion for the 
subject, enthusiasm, a willingness to learn new skills and to 
explore visual concepts. Having your own manual digital 
and film SLR camera is essential in order to understand 
everything you need to know about taking images. You will 
learn how to process your own black and white films and 
print your own photographs in the purpose built darkroom. 
You will also use digital cameras, using Adobe editing 
software to manipulate and enhance your images in the 
adjoining specialist photography IT area. 

All forms of photography are introduced from the still photo 
to the motion picture to the camera-less image. 

This exciting and creative course will offer you a chance to 
study photography at the highest level in one of the best A 
level courses in the country. 

Mr Elsmore
(es@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

A level art and photography students’ work

ART & DESIGN
Art provides a wonderful opportunity for developing 
visual communication, creative problem-solving, 
self-expression and many other transferable skills. 
This is an exciting practical course in which you will 
use materials and processes in many experimental 
ways. There is plenty of scope for you to develop 
your work in individual areas as the course is 
structured around your own ideas and strengths. 
You will also have the opportunity to attend life-
drawing classes – an excellent opportunity to 
develop your drawing ability, not offered at all sixth 
forms.

Art and design is central to many areas of 
architecture, product design, working in museums, 
illustration, interior and stage design, teaching, 
fashion design, advertising, beauty and many more. 
Statistics show ‘the creative industries account for 
around 8% of UK GDP, and probably a rather larger 
proportion of total employment. That’s roughly 
the same size as financial services’ (2013). Some 
experience of art is usually required in order to 
apply for certain courses and careers. You do not 
need to have brilliant skills and drawing ability to 
succeed; ideas and enthusiasm are just as important 
for success. You will learn ways to think laterally, 
analyse in depth and how to develop your ideas 
through experimentation; planning and working 
with different media and your teaching will often be 
on an individual basis.

Mrs Stainthorpe
(sp@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

Alumni profile: Art student
Katelyn Groenewald

Katelyn, who studied Art, English literature, and 
history A levels, is just beginning her second 

year studying law at the University of Sheffield 
where she says “It has been very different from 
what I expected, but such an amazing experience 

so far. While online learning has not been the most 
interactive way of learning, I have been able to dedicate time to 
independent learning.” During the pandemic, she has also been 
involved in extra-curricular activities including “pro bono work at 
a legal clinic in Sheffield which has been an amazing opportunity 
to gain practical experience.” 

For students thinking of applying to university, Katelyn stresses 
that you should always “do what is right for you and choose what 
you want to do!” As she had no actual experience in law, she 
arranged a week’s work experience in a law firm in London and 
took part in a virtual internship during the first lockdown. She 
says, “If the experience shows you that the career path is not for 
you, it is not a waste.” 

Katelyn says, “One of the many benefits of having a slightly 
smaller sixth form is that there are less students to support, 
which means the staff get to know the students very well. I made 
some of the most special memories at St Bede’s which I will 
treasure forever, these include both of the RAG Weeks, organising 
the second one as a senior student and experiencing the very 
emotional (unexpected) final Friday; and water painting whilst 
watching the sunset in Venice on the art and photography trip.”



A level art and photography students’ work
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DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY
Do you like designing and making products? 
Do you like finding out how things work and 
solving problems? Do you have bright ideas for 
new products? If the answers are yes, then this 
is definitely the course for you.

Exciting products are all around us! Whether 
it is the mobile phone or the chair we are 
relaxing in, someone, somewhere has designed 
and manufactured it. This course encourages 
you to creatively explore new product 
opportunities, then use your imagination to 
design and make new artefacts. 

During the course you will study a range of 
existing products and then go on to 
manufacture something that you have 
designed! Coursework projects often focus 
on a particular interest you might have as you 
design and make a product for a client. 

You will study the work of current modern
designers and those from the 20th century. 
Workshop-based design tasks are the focus of 
many lessons. You will use all the D&T facilities: 
tools and machinery (both traditional and 
computer controlled including our laser cutter 
and 3D printer). You will gain an understanding 
of working with different materials and a wide 
range of traditional and modern manufacturing 
processes. You will learn about the economics 
of modern day industrial production and 
issues that affect designers such as marketing, 
consumer law and recycling.

Ms Haines-Gilbertson
(hg@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

TEXTILE DESIGN
Textile design encourages an experimental 
approach in all aspects of art & design in 
relation to textiles, with an emphasis on 
communicating ideas visually with a high level 
of skill. You will have the opportunity to work 
in 2D and 3D formats through producing 
ideas/sample pieces in sketch books, as well 
as various artworks including professional 
garments and textile products.

Textile design will appeal to students who 
are interested in fine art, textiles, costume 
and interior design and fashion. This course 
will develop your creativity, allowing you to 
experiment with many different processes 
whilst building a portfolio of work that will help 
you to develop professional skills as an artist 
or designer. All techniques and skills are taught 
through practical demonstrations by teachers 
with specialist experience in the industry.

For a textiles student to become an artist they 
must begin to know and understand the art 
world. In-depth research and psychology 
frameworks are introduced so that each 
student can become an independent learner to 
broaden their vocabulary and knowledge.

The work that you create will stand for itself as 
a work of art and not necessarily as a product 
or functional item. Within this highly creative 
A level you will learn how to use textiles to 
depict, describe and portray everything from 
the conceptual to the hyper real in both 
surprising and creative ways. Understanding 
sequential development and how to problem 
solve will help you to push the boundaries of 
what textiles could be.

Mr Elsmore
(es@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)



DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES
“Theatre can do anything...It is a safe place for these 
issues to be assessed, talked about, debated…All the most 
beautiful things can be explored…It may be 
disturbing and difficult, but where else can you do it?”

- A Liddiard of Northern Stage Ensemble

In drama, your skills of listening and the confidence to 
express your own views and ideas will be developed, as 
well as learning new drama techniques and putting them 
into effect. You will explore and analyse a wide range 
of theatrical practitioners, genres and texts and learn to 
interpret meaning from different perspectives. If you like 
the idea of risk taking and a world of the imagination 
where anything is possible, this is the course for you!

Apart from being great fun, the course is an ideal 
one for anyone thinking of work in the theatre or the 
media. It is also very valuable within any career where 
good communicative skills are important. It combines 
particularly well with music, art, photography, psychology, 
English and history.

Mrs Downes
(dw@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

PERFORMING 
ARTS



MUSIC
Do you want to broaden your knowledge of all 
types of music? Have you the enthusiasm to 
develop your skills in performing and composing 
music? This course will allow you to develop 
your musical skills in a number of ways and get 
you involved with music making.

You will perform on voice or instrument 
culminating in a live performance at grade 7 
at A level. You will develop your creativity in 
composition and extend your ability to recognise 
and describe a wide variety of musical styles. 
Through critically listening and discussing music 
and independent research, you will open up your 
musical mind.

Music helps develop confidence and build on 
leadership skills as well as working as a team, 
which are important skills in all fields of the 
working environment. There are numerous 
opportunities for you to get involved in the 
musical life of the school, from informal concerts 
and assemblies, to larger whole school events. 
You will be expected to take part in the senior 
choir and you will enjoy playing an active part 
in the wide variety of music events during the 
school year. 

Music plays an important part in the lives of all of 
us, and the further study of music is a fantastic 
opportunity to really discover its possibilities. 
As well as bringing so much joy, it can also lead 
to some exciting career opportunities in the 
performing arts, such as performing, composing, 
sound recording and theatre work, or it can 
be an excellent pathway into careers such as 
teaching and music therapy.

Miss Mitchell
(mx@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

Alumni profile: Music and drama student
Ruth Cheek

Ruth studied A level music, drama and textiles in the sixth form. During 
her time at St Bede’s she enjoyed performing in many of the school 
musicals, but her favourites were the ones in Years 12 and 13 because 
she says “these were during a time of growth for me, both as a 
performer and as a person and I made many of my closest friends doing 

them. I expanded on skills I already had and learned how to work in a 
cast, both big and small, and grew in confidence as a performer.” Ruth says 

that “Drama was my favourite subject with engaging and inspiring lessons, critical and 
helpful feedback as well as sound advice and encouragement. It’s important to learn to 
listen to feedback both positive and negative, but not take it personally.” For students 
taking music “my advice is pace yourself, pay attention in lessons, make notes in your 
own way and ask for help! The teachers are there to offer that help. When choosing 
your sixth form subjects speak to others and get their honest opinion.” Textiles was a 
subject Ruth had not done at GCSE but chose because she enjoyed it, she says, “Pick 
subjects that you genuinely enjoy and are passionate about. The work I did when I 
picked a topic I loved and already knew a lot about, was 100% better.”

“I would describe the sixth form as personal, dedicated and consistent. I was in a class of 
seven, a class of six and a class of two, meaning I was known very well by my teachers 
and always had the support I needed to balance my academic goals and my well-being. 
The staff have always shown their dedication to the school through the effort they put 
into classes and extracurricular.”

She says, “After leaving St Bede’s I took a year out from education. I knew that I didn’t 
want to go straight from school to university and that I wanted to gain some life 
experience and independence at home first. During the year, I visited universities, 
completed my UCAS and auditioned. I got a job at the Harlequin Theatre behind the 
box office where I worked for six months until lockdown started and continue to work 
when not at uni. My first year of uni was everything I could have hoped for. Despite the 
pandemic, my course, being mostly practical, managed to stay in person thanks to my 
diligent course leader and the careful restrictions put in place by the university, meaning 
I received my training as close to normal as possible.” She says that if you’re planning to 
go to university “visit the places you’re interested in, speak to students doing the courses 
you want and don’t be afraid to ask questions.”
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DESIGN & PHOTOGRAPHY BY OUR STUDENTS & STAFF

With some photos provided by Andy Cheek and some photos 
of Beauty and the Beast from @andrew_clarke23320,

Photography team 2020 
Aimie Keeley - Lead photographer

Sophie Emeny - Lead photographer
Frances Andrews

Rosie Fenton
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