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Belonging Education Determination Excellence Service

St Bede’s is an outstanding 
school where we strive to 

provide ‘Christian education 
at its Best’ embracing the 
values of Belonging, Education, 
Determination, Excellence and 

Service (BEDES). We work hard 
to provide an excellent inclusive 

Christian education where common faith and values 
are celebrated. All students whatever their ability or 
background are supported to ensure that they fulfil 
their potential and succeed.
Since returning in September it is clear that a strong 
sense of community permeates the school. We 
have been fortunate that we have not had to close 
the school due to positive cases within the school 
community and that our staffing has remained at a 
high level throughout the pandemic. We have put 
in place arrangements to help limit the potential 
negative impact on our students’ education and we 
have worked very hard to deliver the best possible 

"I just wanted to say a big thank you for the way the school has dealt with the current 
situation, in particular for the way you have continued to engage with the children working at 
home. Speaking as a parent of pupils in Years 7, 9 and 10, I can say communication from the 
heads of year has been excellent and the amount and quality of work set by subject teachers 
has been very impressive given the trying circumstances."

(Parental feedback during lockdown 1.0)

curriculum within the restrictions. We are pleased that 
we have managed to sustain a broad and balanced 
curriculum for all of our students.
I am proud to be the Headteacher of this fantastic 
school. Since I joined St Bede’s in 2017, I have been 
struck by the determination, motivation to succeed 
and resilience displayed by our students. This is 
complemented by the high quality teaching delivered 
by our staff who have excellent subject knowledge and 
who go the extra mile for the students in their care.
I am excited to look ahead to the next academic year 
as the school will continue to grow and develop. Over 
the summer, there will be a number of improvements 
to our facilities and I cannot wait to see students use 
the new food kiosk and see the much anticipated 
upgrade to the sixth form canteen. We will continue 
to invest in our buildings and facilities to ensure that 
students and staff have the best possible environment 
to flourish in.
God bless.

Mr A Powell, Headteacher

View from the Head

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/166/prospectus-and-reports
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The view from Year 7
Harry Howden joined St Bede’s from Tadworth Primary School and he and his family 

attend The Church of the Good Shepherd in Tadworth. He says that “everyone was 
friendly and keen to get to know each other.” Harry enjoys art where he says, “you can let 
your creativity run free.” He says he "always wanted to become a doctor," however, "the new 
subjects are making me think I might want to become an engineer.” He said during lockdown 
“it was hard being away from friends” and “I realised how much I value my new St Bede’s family.”

St Bede's remained determined...

Lucy Luard joined us in September from Nutfield Church School and her family worships at St 
Mary’s, Bletchingley. Lucy said that finding friends “got easier after a couple of days.” She 

says her favourite subjects are "PE because I enjoy keeping fit and active and drama because 
it is fun.” She describes St Bede’s as "positive, friendly and challenging." When she is an adult, 
she would like to "work with animals, particularly horses" and she would like to "ride horses 
competitively."

The view from Year 7

...throughout a challenging year

Over the last 12 months St Bede's students and staff have demonstrated determination and resilience in 
abundance. There has been a strong sense of community. During the first lockdown we only remained open to 

support children of key workers and vulnerable students. Facing a number of challenges we began, with the help of 
parents and carers, to support students via remote learning. Years 10 and 12 returned to school in small groups in June.

In September, we reopened school to all students, welcoming new Year 7s. During the autumn term we held a 
number of activities which helped students to feel as 'normal' as possible. However, we all had to adapt to many 

changes to reduce the spread of Covid-19 including year bubbles, sanitising hands, equipment and desks as well as 
wearing masks, which then became obligatory around the school. We also launched Pupil Voice to give students their 
chance to contribute to positive changes.

In January 2021 the country entered a second national lockdown. This time we were totally prepared for remote 
learning and managed to deliver one in two lessons live, as well as support students even more effectively. We also 

had to set up a Covid-19 testing facility for staff and students which was a huge team effort and we did it successfully 
thanks to everyone involved. In March 2021 we moved to home testing and were back to being a fully operational 
school - we hope to remain that way.

By the second half of the autumn term, we had all adapted to the new 'normal' and felt encouraged to hold as 
many of our traditional Christmas events as possible, even if they were online! Students were able to participate 

in the services. We also held a second foodbank drive thru in November thanks to a number of staff and sixth form 
volunteers.

St Bede's
in

Lockdown 

St Bede's
in

Lockdown
2.0 
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The view from Year 8
Alex Hilder, who joined from Reigate Priory and worships at St Philip’s Church, found settling 

in easy because she “already knew some people but met many new friends.” She likes 
German because “it’s fun and interesting to learn another language” and loves history “because 
there is so much knowledge and information.” Alex played saxophone in junior band and joined 
the netball club. She says that at St Bede’s “no matter what interests you, there is something 
you can take part in!” She hopes to be a landscape designer or a historian in a museum.

The view from Year 8
Trevon Dias came to St Bede’s from St Joseph’s School and his family worship at the church 

of the same name. He “found it quite easy to make friends in his form and also made friends 
in 415 Jazz and junior band.” Trevon would like to become a medical scientist as one of his 
favourite subjects is science “because we learn how it is relevant in our world and everyday 
lives.” He describes St Bede’s as “supportive, friendly and caring.”

Our Christian ethos Our school values

Pastoral support for students and staff has never 
been more important and we have consistently 

offered support via tutors, heads of year, chaplains 
and our counsellor, Dotty. In May 2020, to help raise 
spirits within the St Bede's community, staff created 
the 'St Bede's in Lockdown' video, with Mr Mason 
rewriting lyrics to a popular George Ezra song. Over the 
last year our safeguarding team has increased in size 
from seven staff to seventeen and they have been very 
busy throughout both lockdowns supporting students 
remotely as well as those attending school. With schools 
back in session the team remains busy providing support 
that is continuously evolving to suit the needs of our 
students.

During the first lockdown, Year 9 students had made 
contact via cards and messages to a local care home, 

letting them know that they were in our thoughts and 
prayers. Students had enjoyed communicating with the 
elderly residents in the care homes, therefore decided 
to follow on sending them Christmas cards so they knew 
they had not been forgotten. 

When we returned to school in September, we 
welcomed two new chaplains, Mrs Hedderley 

and Mrs Persaud, to work alongside Revd Anna Moore. 
Our chaplains have been a great source of support and 
comfort for students and staff. We held charity days 
including Hello Yellow to support mental health, Odd 
Socks Day to acknowledge anti-bullying and Christmas 
Jumper Day to support Save the Children.

Our Remembrance Day service was held online when 
Miss Mitchell's rendition of the Last Post could be 

heard playing throughout the school corridors as we all 
listened to it in unity. A number of other services were 
also held online including year group Christmas services 
and the Year 7 Christingle service presented 'live' from 
the chapel during which students delivered their form's 
completed Christingle.

For the Easter services, the chaplains organised a music 
project for students to participate in. The result was 

a beautiful rendition of 'In Christ Alone.' More about the 
project can be read on page 8.

Belonging 
Education
Determination
Excellence
Service
Students are well aware of the importance 

of our school values and have had some 
great achievements this year displaying 
determination, excellence and service.
• Lucas Drage (Y7) did a joint sponsored 

run to raise money for the Renewed Hope 
Trust which totalled £320. Lucas used his 
part to buy food for the foodbank, who 
said that it would feed 70 families for a 
week!

• Bronwyn Tharp and Naomi Saunders (Y8) have 
been selected to represent Surrey County 
Cricket U13s in 2021, while Sophie Bellew (Y7) 
has been selected in the U12 age group.

• Lila Unwin (Y9) who, like so many other children, had to deal with the all the 
stresses that the pandemic dealt them, also had to cope with her running club 
(Reigate Priory Athletic Club) having to stop meeting and as we all know sports 
and extra-curricular activities are a great outlet for most students. Nevertheless, 
Lilah remained motivated and trained most days by herself during lockdown. 
The hard work and determination paid off as she ended 2020 as the number 1 Women's U15 runner in the UK for 
600m. Above is a picture of Lilah (number 102) achieving the record time of 1.38.76 in Bromley.

• Charlie Knap (Y7) shared a video he made during the first lockdown and also wrote a fossil quiz for his tutor 
group's citizenship lesson during the second lockdown. Charlie's genuine interest for nature and fossils really 
came across and students enjoyed watching his video and completing the quiz.

Pupil Voice was launched in October 2020, led by Mr Blount, to give students 
the opportunity to voice their opinions and help make positive changes 

within the school. Students are extremely confident in 
giving their input and were eager to offer a number of 
issues to be addressed, including some quite sensitive 
subjects. Nominated students became the lead for 
each year group and attend regular meetings to discuss 
the progress of their raised issues to ensure that the 
momentum is maintained.

"Thank you for your fantastic video - just what 
we needed at the end of the longest week on 
Earth! Raised a smile amongst us all (and a tear 
for some of us!). Thank you for all your support."

(Parent of Y9 and Y11 students)

Pupil Voice



Page 6 Page 7

Emily Karuru went to St Matthew’s School, Redhill prior to coming to St Bede’s and her family 
worship at Holy Trinity. Her favourite subject is history because she says, “I find learning 

about the past interesting,” and she is planning to take history along with Spanish, business 
and food at GCSE. Emily hopes to have a job in the future that helps others and has learned 
during lockdown “not to take things for granted.” She says St Bede’s is “a great place to meet 
people and learn about a variety of different subjects.”

The view from Year 9The view from Year 9
Theo Pillinger attended Wray Common School and his family worships at St Joseph’s Church. 

He remembers when he joined making friends was "fairly easy because I already knew some 
people." He enjoys most of his subjects but some of his favourites are history, English and PE. 
Theo, who has enjoyed being able to play football after school again, is planning on taking PE 
along with Spanish and business at GCSE and would like to have a career in something sport 
related. He describes St Bede’s as “one big community where you can learn too.”

Teaching and learning Extra-curricular opportunities

"I just wanted to say a big thank you for the way the 
school has dealt with the current situation, in particular 
for the way you have continued to engage with the 
children working at home."

(Parental feedback during lockdown 1.0)

In January, 
we carried 

out a student 
questionnaire 

to review the quality of teaching and learning taking 
place remotely. It was fantastic to receive almost 900 
responses from our students right across the age 
ranges. It is clear that lessons had been learnt from the 
first lockdown and that student experiences were very 
positive during the second lockdown. 
Staff undertook training and St Bede’s invested in IT 
equipment to ensure that we were able to provide the 
best possible learning environment. The target of one 
in two lessons being delivered as live lessons was met 
and in many cases surpassed. When students were 
asked about whether they wanted more, they indicated 
that they were happy with the provision that they were 
receiving. It was very pleasing to see how much our 
students appreciated everything that teachers did for 
them through remote teaching. We are very grateful 
for the endless messages of gratitude and praise from 
parents/carers as well as students.  

Over 100 teachers and staff members were nominated 
by students as having gone the extra mile in aiding their 
remote learning. Many staff were nominated several 
times, of whom, 30 teachers had 10 nominations or 
more. Many new staff, including our newly qualified 
teachers were mentioned several times. Here is a sample 
of the comments that students made about a variety of 
teachers. 
"X because she gives us some live lessons and some non-
live lessons, if it's not live she gives us a guide to be able 
to navigate the lesson. She also has it well set out so we 
don't get confused about what work to do and gives us 
the right amount of work." (Year 8 student)
"X's lessons as they are really interactive and she’s really 
open to help students who don't understand things. (Year 
11 student)"
"I enjoy X's lessons as he takes the time to work through 
examples on a piece of paper and clearly explains step by 
step what he is doing." (Sixth form student)
We are pleased to be back in school and nothing beats 
face to face teaching!

With most activities cancelled over 
the last year, it meant that we had 

to become creative to keep students 
engaged. Here are some of the activities 
that students took part in.

• The Year 8 Junior Bake Off during the 
first lockdown saw staff and students 
getting creative in their kitchens 
producing some incredible designs 
which also looked delicious.

• 24 students entered Bedesfest - an 
online music festival with students 
individually playing music or singing.

• PE competition with a rolled up pair 
of socks and a frying pan!

• Hegarty Maths online competition and MFL 
Memrise Challenge where students improve 
their maths and languages 
respectively while winning 
awards.

• After school PE clubs reopened in 
March 2021 with a large number 
of students from each year group 
eagerly attending.

• Our library team have consistently 
kept all students informed of 
interesting books for them to 
access via our online library.

• A number of students have 
gained their Duke of Edinburgh 
Certificate of Achievement. This 
is in a year when all extra-curricular activities have 
been postponed, cancelled or impossible due to 
lockdown and social distancing. DofE changed the 
award during this period enabling students to still 
get a certificate for their achievements. 
The following students achieved their Bronze DofE Award:
Bryan Abi Karam, Chloe Beggs, Hannah Flaherty, Caitlin Garlick, 
Cordelia Greatwood, Beth Hardcastle, Zoe Hooper, Samuel Jackson and 
Calvin Upton. 
Andrew Bracey and Daniel Burke achieved their Gold Award.

During a challenging year, careers advice, information 
and guidance has continued for all students. 

Years 7 and 8 gain an introduction to the world of work 
through word searches, quizzes and bitesize video clips.
Year 9 students have had a more focused careers 
programme to support them when considering their 
GCSE options. Innervate, our independent careers 
advisers, delivered a lesson during citizenship covering 
the preparation for GCSE options including which 
subjects are required for different careers.
Year 10 have had a lesson facilitated by Innervate on 
What Next After Year 11 - Post 16 Options. The session 

highlighted the many routes open to them and is 
delivered in an interactive, engaging way.
Year 11 have also had a virtual lesson developed by 
Innervate on routes after Year 11 including A levels, 
vocational qualifications and apprenticeships. Both 
Years 9 and 11 have had a session on Fast Tomato, which 
is an online careers guidance and information website, 
students can log in to this at any time.
All students are welcome to book a careers guidance 
meeting with our external adviser. Many of these had 
been over the phone during lockdown, all students 
receive a personal action plan after the appointment.

Careers information for Years 7-11
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Creativity continues at St Bede's... ...in all its forms

In November, Flo Hendricks was awarded 3rd place in the national Positive View photography 
competition (www.positiveview.org.uk), which was supported by the Royal Photographic 

Society and Arts Council England. Flo's entry named 'Quarantine' was one of over 3,500 
submissions by young people across the UK with the focus of their work being 'Lockdown: 
Taking a positive view'. Their entries were judged by renowned UK photographers Nadav 
Kander, Lucy Mohr, Simon Roberts and Richard Young.
Flo was told that the competition winners would appear on the RPS website (https://rps.
org/positive-view-winners) and that her work would be featured in The Royal Photographic 
Society's January edition along with five more of her images. Also, a financial newspaper in the 
Netherlands - 'Het Financieele Dagblad' (www.fd.nl) asked her if they could use her image.

Our Christmas service in December included videos of students doing readings, singing and 
playing musical instruments. In normal times we would also enjoy our students leading us 

in worship as part of our Easter Service, but due to Covid-19 restrictions we could not do this 
live. Students have been missing out on the joy of performing together, so, this year students in 
KS4 and KS5 were invited to take part in an Easter music project. All they were given was a click 
track and some sheet music for 'In Christ Alone', and without any further help they mastered 
the music and recorded themselves singing or playing an instrument. They each did a brilliant 
job and then our skilled performance technicians, Andy Nye and Tom Dryer, mixed the sound 
and video tracks together. We were very grateful for all their work in producing this for us to 
enjoy. To watch the video, please click here. 

For the last few years we have invited all artistic students to enter a Christmas card 
competition. The winning design represents St Bede's School and in 2020 we had several 

excellent entries, but the design that was voted the best was a winter scene of St Bede's School 
by Mathisha Sathyendran in Year 8.

R&B Writes is an annual story writing competition for students aged 9-14. Students worked 
hard to create interesting stories for entry and one of our very own students Alex Hilder, who 

penned a witty tale of cats stalking Reigate’s streets, just missed out at 4th place. However, Alex 
was praised for her story and its humour and originality.

Revd Anna encouraged students to take part in the Buckland Poetry Competition which 
resulted in several students receiving awards and recognition for their entries.

1st Prize winners (each awarded £20.20)   
• Esther Mistry in 7MB 
• Charlie Knap  in 7LW

Year 8 students who chose the special effects elective were completely engrossed 
in their activity using their 'homemade' green screen and a special effects app. The 

special effects elective allows students to experience and experiment with a range 
of practical and digital effects used in the film and television industry. This includes 
experimenting with fizzes, pyrotechnics, green screens and slime!! The aim is to create 
a short stop motion movie, incorporating as many techniques as they can. This really 
brought out the students' creativity and imagination!

"We just wanted to say a huge THANK YOU for all you are doing at this time. The school 
has been really supportive. My son is in Year 8 and we are really enjoy reading Ms 
Sharp's weekly updates. My daughter is due to be joining you in September so has loved 
getting an inside glimpse of her teachers!" (Y8 parent feedback)

Highly Commended entries (awarded 10 merits)
• Ruby Walters in 8BE
• Sophie Earwicker in 7MB 
• Leah Routledge in 7MB

https://online.clickview.co.uk/share?sharecode=4a0c7cbc
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GCSE results last year were well received because 
students were awarded the results we are confident 

they would have achieved had they sat their exams. 
The headline figures from the results included 92% of 
students receiving a grade 4 or above in English and 93% 
of students receiving the same in maths. Over 38% of 
GCSE results were awarded grades 9-7 which is a fantastic 
achievement. This was down to the determination of our 
students, but also the excellent teaching offered by staff 
here at St Bede’s and the fantastic parental support.
We were unable to hold a live certificates evening with 
students, however, we were able to record a certificates 
awards evening video for students to watch with their 
families. Individual awards were given in recognition 
of students' academic and personal achievements and 
service to the school. Year 11 tutors also added their own 
personal messages. It was heartening to see so many 
continue into the sixth form.

The view from Year 10
Zack Lovegrove joined St Bede’s from Reigate Priory and his family worships at St Mark’s. His 

favourite subjects are chemistry, RE and history and he enjoys doing triple science. He plans 
to continue into the sixth form with A levels in biology, chemistry along with maths and further 
maths. Zack has participated in Man-up, Slide, 415 Jazz, saxophone ensemble, junior orchestra and 
Act I/II concerts and says that's where he "found people who had similar interests." He also runs 
and has represented St Bede’s at borough sports.

The view from Year 10
Nadya Edwards moved to England from The Bahamas and attends Reigate Baptist Church 

with her family. She joined during Year 10; thus, she was initially “a bit apprehensive” but 
affirms “the students welcomed me, and I have formed many friendships.” Nadya is involved 
in youth worship and youth group at her church as well as art club at school. In the sixth form 
she plans to take A levels in art, maths, RS and English. Nadya describes St Bede’s as “mentally 
stimulating” with an “exciting and welcoming atmosphere.”

Results days and certificates Community spirit

We were so pleased when our sixth form students 
finally received the grades that they had worked 

hard for over two years. A large number of students went 
on to universities across the country including: Madeleine 
Hobern to study architecture and Niamh Whelan to study 
history and politics at Cambridge; while Katie Cowcher 
is studying chemistry at Oxford. Furthermore, we had 
seven students go on to study medicine including Jemima 
Clarke (Southampton), Lottie Drawbridge (Cardiff), Anna 
Garlick (Cardiff), Sophie Thompson (Exeter), Zain Qureshi 
(UCL), Judith Udoyeh (Hull York) and Anna Williams 
(Southampton).
Due to national restrictions we were unable to hold our 
annual live certificates evening in December, Mrs Tottey 
and Mr Powell recorded a video for students and parents/
carers to watch in the comfort of their own home instead.

During the first lockdown D&T staff, Mrs Haines Gilbertson and Mrs 
Barnett, quickly realised that they could help local frontline workers 

by producing PPE using school D&T equipment. Using money raised by 
Lisa Pacey, our Wilson Jones Catering Manager, they 
managed to complete over 6,000 pieces (plus 360 ear 
savers) and with the help of Lisa and other volunteers, 
these were distributed to all those who needed them.

Revd Anna Moore's Betchworth parishioners made a 
large number of washable material face masks and 

these were available to all staff in the school chapel. 
They also shared instructions on 'how to make your own mask'. 

In May, our chaplain Revd Anna Moore organised a drive thru foodbank for St 
Matthew's and then another in November. This involved a number of volunteers, 

including staff and sixth form students and relied on the generosity of parents and 
the local community.

Over the last year, we have received a number of generous donations from 
Morrisons Caterham and Tesco Gatwick. These have included bags of food for 

our key worker and vulnerable students, goody bags for staff who were working in 
school during the lockdown, Easter eggs for students and staff, which really helped 
with keeping spirits high and were gratefully received.
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The view from Year 11
Jessica Turner came to St Bede’s from St Francis Primary School in Caterham and her family 

worships at the Sacred Heart Church there. She says that St Bede’s “encourages students 
to aspire to reach their full potential, both in and out of school” and she participated in the 
school production three years running as well as junior choir. Jessica is planning on studying 
A levels in history, English and economics in the sixth form and hopes to study law at 
university to become a solicitor or barrister.

The view from Year 11
Thomas Brennan was previously at St Aidan’s School in Coulsdon and attended the church 

of the same name. His favourite subjects are maths, art and biology and he plans to 
continue with A levels in maths and art along with psychology in the sixth form. Thomas 
describes St Bede’s as “community, unforgettable and enjoyable” and says that since 
lockdown he is “definitely more grateful for having supportive parents, the resources to learn 
and the location I live in.”

Welcoming new students... ...and training new teachers

St Bede's has long been a place where 
teachers have learnt their craft. 

We are a member of the i2i Teaching 
Partnership that offers teacher training 
and newly qualified teacher courses 
for suitable applicants. We are able to 
appoint the best trainees to join our 
staff.

Since September 2020, we have 
welcomed seven trainee teachers 

into St Bede's in geography, maths, 
history, English, science and modern 
foreign languages. 

Welcoming new Year 7 students in September 
2020 was a different experience on the 

whole, from the purchasing and distribution of uniform via a drive thru, to Mrs 
Wood, their head of year, not meeting most of the students in person until their 
first day. In June, instead of our usual induction day, we shared transition videos 
and information for our new cohort so that they could get a feel for life at St Bede's prior to arriving here. The year 
group as a whole soon settled in and quickly became part of the St Bede's family.

New Year 7s

Thanks to the hard work of 
our catering and site teams, 

we were delighted to be able to 
hold our traditional Christmas 
lunches in smaller groups. 
Students really enjoy being able 
to celebrate this special occasion 
together and it also helps with 
the bonding of friendships. Some 

Year 7 students were 
served lunch by Father 
Christmas (aka Mr Powell) 
while Mrs Wood and the 
tutors served them their 
drinks while they were 
seated.

"St Bede's has been an incredible place to see 
me through my journey towards becoming a 
fully qualified teacher of MFL. My wonderful 
mentor, professional mentor, and entire 
department have offered the most unfailing 
support and encouragement." (Trainee 
teacher Alice's feedback)

"The school did lots of team building activities to break the ice and encourage conversations." 
(Y7  feedback)
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The annual RAG Week in 2021 had 
to be a scaled down version of 

what we all know and love, but our 
senior students were not deterred by 
this and carried on regardless, more 
determined than ever to raise some 
well needed funds for their chosen 

charities, Breck Foundation, The Royal Marsden Cancer 
Charity and Teenage Cancer Trust. Each day students 
wore themed clothing, Monday - pyjamas, Tuesday - 
celebrity, Wednesday - decades, Thursday - what not to 

wear and Friday - film (and a whole school mufti day). 
Senior students arranged a sponsored walk with the aim 
of totalling 210 miles between them all. In the usual 
spirit of RAG Week some brave members of staff were 
persuaded to participate in a St Bede's version of The 
Masked Singer. Videos were shared with all students and 
staff each morning for them to guess the singer and the 
answer revealed at lunchtime. Students also arranged a 
RAG raffle (available to everyone), a Bake Off challenge 
and a sixth form unofficial RAG quiz night. They worked 
so hard given all the constraints.

Four students, Lauren, Joely, 
Will and Ethan, decided to 
continue the tradition of 
walking from Brighton to St 
Bede's School (approx 50 miles) 
and raised £700 (split between 
RAG Week and Smile).

A resilient sixth form Preparing for the future

In September, we welcomed our biggest ever Year 12 cohort into the 
sixth form who have settled in well, forming new friendships and 

strengthening old ones. In October, students participated in some fun 
team building activities and have said that they are glad to be a part of 
the whole sixth form bubble.
During extremely unprecedented times, the students have been amazing 
and shown such resilience. The sixth form team – which consists of Mrs 
Tottey (Head of Sixth Form), Miss Woodroofe (Head of Year 12) and Miss 
Corry (Head of Year 13) – are providing pastoral support and guidance.

New Year 12s
Each year a number of students apply to become 

part of the senior student team. The team 
would usually organise lots of events. This year, 
the situation and restrictions made it harder for 
the students to prove themselves and 
their skills, as opportunities to organise 
events have been limited, but they 
were very eager and worked hard to 
ensure that RAG Week was a great 
success.

Senior students

Three students, Sam, Calum and Christian, walked overnight across the South Downs and managed to raise £1,200. 
In total, students managed to raise £7,111 (inc Gift Aid).

We regularly receive a number of opportunities for students directly from local 
and other businesses. Apprenticeship, Insight Days and work experience 

opportunities are advertised weekly in the sixth form bulletin. Students are 
encouraged to research these further and are also able to receive interview guidance 
and preparation.
UCAS applications begin towards the end of Year 12 and all students are offered 
guidance on writing their personal statements and preparing applications as it is 
excellent practice for future job and apprenticeship applications.
Students have been having a mixture of telephone and in person careers 
appointments with our independent adviser from Innervate.  

Careers and higher education

A group of Year 13 geographers visited Highcliffe 
and Barton-on sea, Dorset to collect data for their 

geography NEAs. They were extremely lucky that the 
weather was dry for the whole day and were able to 
carry out a range of tasks along the coastline.  

Students worked extremely hard in chilly and blustery 
conditions and the day went very well. A second group 
of Year 13 geographers visited Boscombe, Dorset. Again 
students worked extremely hard to collect a variety of 
data to help them with their NEA investigations.

Year 13 geography fieldtrip

In October, 25 Year 13 biologists attended Juniper Hall in 
Dorking to complete a day of fieldwork. Students visited 

a new site up on Mickleham Downs, called The Gallops. 
This is an area that was historically used for training 
horses, linked to Epsom Downs Racecourse, but is now an 
area dominated by dog walkers. Students looked at the 
impact of trampling and took samples to study the way in 
which the habitat would develop if left undisturbed. The 
weather was a little damp but we were well prepared and 
we had an enjoyable and successful visit.

Year 13 biology fieldtrip"It’s a relaxed environment, where you’re given the opportunity to form the beginning 
of your future." (Y12  feedback)

"Thank you for all the little jobs you've given me to do around school, they've been really good 
experience for me and they're going to help out on all sorts of applications." (Y13  feedback)
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Developing St Bede's

We have recently replaced all the windows on one facade of the building and another is due to be refurbished in 
the summer. Furthermore, we are replacing and upgrading all the cookers and fridges in the food classrooms. 

We have also purchased new Macs for the media suite and music room.
We are regularly looking at ways to become more environmentally aware as a school and try to improve our carbon 
footprint, which is something that our Pupil Voice students are also enthusiastic about.

As the school grows and develops, we are adapting our facilities to meet requirements as well as updating them 
 to ensure that our students have the best possible experience at school. Feedback from students over the 

last couple of years has been very positive and included being able to purchase food faster and more easily in the 
canteen. In response to this, planning is underway for a food kiosk to be installed during the summer.

Plans are underway for the sixth form canteen to be refurbished. We aim to make it a flexible and comfortable space 
for sixth form students to be able to study or relax and socialise as well as eat. Senior students will be part of the 

design and planning process so that they can have the space which they want.

Example shown is by PKL Group (UK) Ltd
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