
This is a practical course which has an emphasis on experimentation 
and creative problem-solving. Over two years you will learn to 
use materials and draw in different ways which will be recorded 
in your work journals. You will work with pencil, charcoal, pastels, 
ink, watercolours, acrylic paints, collage and many other media, as 
appropriate to your strengths and ideas. Your ideas and drawings will 
be developed to produce finished pieces which could be painting, 
sculpture 3D or mixed media.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
Year 1 - Component 1/Personal Investigation (60%) will introduce 
you to a wide range of techniques and approaches under the 
umbrella theme of ‘Marks and Materials’ before starting to work 
independently towards personal outcomes. The development will be 
supported by your work journal in which there will be visual research; 
observational drawing, experimentation with a range of materials and 
a progression of ideas showing how you have developed work from 
initial thoughts to final artworks. You will be introduced to images 
and approaches taken by other artists and use work that you find 
interesting to enrich the progression of your practice and ideas. 
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Year 2 - Component 1/Personal Investigation continued 
follows the path begun after Easter of Year 1. This unit is student/
independently led and is made up from practical work including 
developmental pieces and final outcomes. It includes a written 
personal study based on the student’s chosen area of interest. Both 
of these tasks are inter-dependent and develop side by side. A final 
practical outcome and 1000-3000 written and illustrated piece are 
submitted with the journal for this unit.

Component 2/Externally Set Assignment (40%) is an externally 
set unit on a given theme. This paper is given out in February and 
after approximately 12 weeks of preparation there is a 15 hour timed 
test. Once again the theme will be very broad and open to individual 
interpretation.

REGULAR WORK
You will be expected to complete one or two homework tasks each 
week which could take the form of practical work or looking at 
artists’ work in the context of your own. It is very likely you will be 
setting your own homework task. Everyone works at a different pace 
but the average student takes about three/four hours each week.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
You must have gained a 5 or above for art at GCSE. However, if you 
did not take the subject at this level, evidence of a small portfolio 
demonstrating adequate drawing skills and most importantly a real 
interest in the subject is key.

DESTINATIONS
Many students go on to study for a year on a Foundation course 
before specialising at degree level. Typically St Bede’s students 
go to Reigate School of Art, The London colleges (CCW, 
Central St Martins), Epsom and Farnham among others. Recent 
degree specialisms include Architecture, Product Design, Visual 
Communications/Graphics, Film and Fine Art to name just a few.



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION*
We organise an optional trip to visit the art 
galleries in a city abroad once a year which you 
are warmly invited to attend. You will also be 
expected and encouraged to visit galleries and 
museums in the UK, taking advantage of art 
venues that London has to offer.

* Please note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all trips 
offered in 2022-23 will be subject to guidance provided by the 
Department for Education.

SPECIALIST FACILITIES
The art department occupies three good sized and well-lit rooms 
in the arts block. We offer a wide range of media appropriate to 
working primarily in two and also three dimensions. You are able to 
work in paint, collage, print, relief and sculpt in wire, card etc... and 
with access to digital editing software. We also offer very valuable 
optional life drawing classes in the autumn and spring terms.

MEET THE TEAM
Mrs Stainthorpe (Head of Art) has a 
degree in 3D design and has worked 
professionally as a decorative artist 
and muralist on many commercial 
and private commissions. She has 
been teaching art and photography 
for over 12 years.

Mr Elsmore has a Masters Degree in 
fine art and photography. 

Ms Button has a Degree in history 
of art and has a background in 
sculpture, art textiles and fine art.



www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
Carlton Road, Redhill, 

Surrey, RH1 2LQ
01737 212108

POSSIBLE CAREERS
Some experience of art is usually required in order to apply for 
certain courses and careers. Art at A level is central to many 
areas of: architecture, product design, museum work, illustration, 
photography, graphics, interior and stage design, teaching, fashion 
design, advertising and beauty. Statistics show the ‘value of the 
creative industries to the UK is up from £94.8 billion in 2016 to 
£101.5 billion, and has grown at nearly twice the rate of the economy 
since 2010, according to figures published today by the Department 
for Digital, Media, Culture and Sport (DCMS) (2018)’. This course 
encourages creative thinking and problem-solving; essential skills 
in a fast changing work place are increasingly reliant on original 
thought and an adaptable work force.

CONTACT
Mrs Stainthorpe (sp@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)
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