
I am constantly impressed by the resilience and determination of our students to succeed and 
support each other in the most challenging of times and this last year has been no exception. 

The autumn term saw record numbers of Year 13s apply to universities across the country 
undeterred by having to make decisions based on virtual experiences. Equally they took virtual 

interviews, whether for courses or apprenticeships, in their stride with mock interviews also taking 
place virtually to give them practice. 

The whole sixth form and staff were focussed on learning and enjoyed getting back into routines after the first 
lockdown. Many Year 13 students chose to take the extended project qualification and develop their project 
management and independent learning skills. Year 12 students have settled into their courses and the adult 
atmosphere of the sixth form. When we again went into lockdown in January, those relationships between staff 
and students served all well to support remote learning and live lessons. On return to school students threw 
themselves into RAG Week despite the limited opportunities to have any events as we normally would and raised 
an amazing amount of money for our charities.

If you choose to join the sixth form you will be part of a community that works hard, is supportive and with lots of 
opportunities to get involved and have fun. You can read more about this in the articles that follow.

Mrs Tottey, Head of Sixth Form

CELEBRATING THE ST BEDE’S 
SIXTH FORM 2020-21

An interactive version of this report, with links enabled, is available at http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

WHAT INSPECTORS SAY ABOUT OUR SIXTH FORM

Our last Ofsted report in 2017 was highly 
complimentary about the school and the sixth 

form in particular [click here]. However, the governors 
were keen to ensure standards had not slipped and 
commissioned an independent report. Following a two 
day visit in January, the findings included:

• “Much highly effective teaching that combined 
excellent subject knowledge with the ability 
to match it to suit students’ working styles was 
observed.”

• “An overwhelming sense of care exudes from 
teachers. Positive relationships were observed in 
almost every classroom and interaction.”

• “Teachers were generous in providing written 
feedback and marking assessments.”

• “Pastoral care is superb and this was 
highly valued by students.”

The report also included areas for 
improvement and the staff have been 
working hard to implement them.

WELCOME TO THE SIXTH FORM

“During my time in the sixth form and my whole school life at St Bede’s I have been most appreciative of 
my teachers consistently supporting me throughout the good and challenging times.” (Y13 feedback)

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/193/welcome-to-the-sixth-form
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/St-Bedes-School-Ofsted-final-report-18-19-January-2017.pdf?ts=1591287360728


LIFE AT ST BEDE’S

PREPARING FOR THE NEXT 
STEPS

Whether an individual wants to go to university or 
take up an apprenticeship, the team at St Bede’s 

is on hand to help. First and foremost, students need 
excellent A level 
and CTEC results 
and our track 
record in this area 
puts us among the 
top performing 
sixth forms in the 
country.

The next steps also require an individual to 
demonstrate their all round abilities and attributes. 
To this end, the school offers an EPQ (see below), 
work experience, extra-curricular opportunities, 
engagement with employers and a number of ways to 
develop and demonstrate leadership qualities.

Our team of tutors work with those preparing a UCAS 
or apprenticeship application and provide step-by-
step help through writing a personal statement, 
preparing an application form and practising prior 
to interviews. With former students now studying 
at institutions around the country, we help each 
individual towards their goal. Apprenticeship 
opportunities are proactively published via the weekly 
sixth form bulletin, including apprenticeships with 
local businesses, many of whom target students at St 
Bede’s specifically.

WHAT WE OFFER AT ST 
BEDE’S

All our A level and CTEC courses are taught by 
well qualified teachers in small classes where 

the focus is on each student reaching their potential 
and achieving success. In addition, students have a 
supervised assessment in each subject every fortnight 
where teachers set practice essays and questions in 
preparation for public exams and to provide valuable 
feedback to help students hone their skills.

The sixth formers have their own common room, 
newly improved private study facilities and we are 
upgrading the sixth form canteen to include social 
and study spaces. It means that there is a distinct 
atmosphere for those in our senior years and students 
regularly comment on the inclusive, supportive and 
friendly community at St Bede’s.

We currently offer A levels in the following subjects: 
art and design; biology; business; chemistry; computer 
science; design technology; drama; economics; 
English literature; fashion and textiles; French; 
further mathematics; geography; German; politics; 
history; mathematics; media studies; music; PE; 
photography; physics; psychology; RS, philosophy and 
ethics; sociology; Spanish and Cambridge Technical 
extended certificates (CTEC) in health and social 
care, business and sport and physical activity. For 
September 2021 we are adding a CTEC in information 
technology.

We offer an EPQ to all members of our sixth form 
so they can enhance their A level studies by 

going into greater depth with a topic or subject they 
enjoy. It is a challenging qualification, which develops 
project management skills.

Students are introduced to EPQ in Year 12. They start 
lessons in the summer term with an impressive range 
of research ideas. It is then up to them to turn these 
ideas into workable projects with a strong research 
base and clear objectives and timings. Nine months 
on, each student makes a presentation based on their 
work to fellow students and their supervisor.

Those who chose to write an extended essay, set 
themselves questions as diverse as:
• Is it ethical to use social media screening during 

recruitment? (Niamh Hughes)

• Who benefitted from the death of Jeffrey Epstein? 
(Joshua Peat)

• Why am I such a fussy eater? (Thea Baker)
• The acceptability of swearing in social contexts 

(Emma Greatwood)
• Should AI be used in law? (Alan Stephen)

Some other students decided to produce an artefact – 
these EPQs included:
• Making joggers in the style of Kanye West (Henry 

Elliott-Taylor)
• Complete a facial reconstruction 

for forensic use (Lizzie Fenton)
• Making a remote controlled car 

amphibious (Artur Chtchyan)
For more information about the EPQ 
qualification please click here.

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)

“It’s a relaxed environment, where you’re given the opportunity to form the beginning of 
your future.” (Y12 feedback)

https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/EPQ-21.pdf?ts=1623849766


ASSESSMENT SESSIONS

LIFE AT ST BEDE’S
While preparing students for A level exams, we also have a comprehensive programme designed to help 
individuals through the university application (UCAS) process. This involves working with each student on 
making appropriate choices, writing a personal statement on the application form and preparing for interviews.

“I appreciate how hard teachers have been working throughout this period. Please thank everyone for their 
commitment to the school and for making a swan like transition to the new normal.” (Y12 parent feedback)

SMALL CLASS SIZES

EXCELLENT STUDY FACILITIES

DEVELOPING A SENSE OF 
SERVICE

PREPARING FOR THE NEXT 
STEPS

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Careers appointments available to all studentsDrive thru foodbank



SENIOR STUDENTS 2021-2022
Eleanor Booth
Ellie is applying to study neuroscience with a hope to do a PhD in the subject. She is currently 
studying chemistry, maths and music and would usually be involved in the music department 
playing alto saxophone in Slide and oboe in the senior orchestra. Ellie is hoping to tutor younger 
students in the music department and organise RAG Week events. She is also looking forward 
to introducing new Year 12s to the sixth form which she says is “far more personal, less people 
per class, more one-to-one time with teachers who treat you more like an adult with more 
independent work. Everyone is friends, you find yourself talking to just about anyone.” 

Siobhan Bradshaw
Currently studying A levels in maths, further maths and biology, Siobhan is looking to study 
biology at a Russell Group university. Her hobbies are playing tennis at her local club and 
playing the piano. Siobhan is looking forward to leading some of the events organised by the 
senior students and representing the school. She says, “the teachers have been so friendly 
and personable that adjusting to A levels hasn’t been a problem at all. The atmosphere 
amongst the students in the sixth form has been very relaxed and has enabled me to widen 
my circle of friends.”

Giada Chaves De Freitas
Giada is studying A levels in maths, further maths, Spanish and economics with a plan to read 
economics at university. Along with Jane-Frances Udoyeh, she has founded and led discussions 
in St Bede’s Economics Society and is hoping to help with academic mentoring and organising 
the social events. Giada says “The smaller class sizes mean I’m not afraid to ask questions,” and 
“My favourite part about the sixth form is there’s no division; everyone is so diverse but we all 
get along.” She hopes to pursue a career in investment banking as her dream has always been to 
work in the city.

Calum Jordan
Currently studying A levels in physics, maths and geography, Calum is planning to apply for 
a geophysics, environmental science or an engineering degree at university. He was part of 
a team who walked 12 hours during RAG Week and raised over £1,000 and is working on 
completing his Gold DofE Award. Calum is planning to help coordinate the charity and sixth 
form social events over the next year. He says in the sixth form “the students really care about 
the subjects they are studying“ and it “ is a very close knit community.”

Samuel Lumsden
Sam is planning to study either law or politics at university after completing A levels in 
economics, history, English literature and an EPQ (on the effectiveness of the UN on human 
rights). He says that in the sixth form “the teaching feels personal whilst also focusing on 
everyone. The environment is both relaxed and mature and provides a good transition 
between secondary school and higher education.” Sam is looking forward to being involved in 
the organisation of annual charity events and other activities.

Zara Lyth
Zara is currently studying A levels in maths, history and English literature and hopes to study 
a psychology degree. She is looking forward to helplining with younger students and being 
involved in supporting students’ mental health. Zara describes the sixth form teaching as 
“supportive, constructive and encouraging.” She says, “The atmosphere is fun, inviting and 
there is always something interesting happening!” She is hoping to go into psychotherapy 
after completing her degree.

Caitlin Maden
Caitlin plans on studying a sociology degree at university after studying drama, sociology and 
RS, philosophy, and ethics at A level. They served on the sixth form council in Year 12 and 
are very excited to be involved in more extra-curricular activities when restrictions permit. 
Due to Caitlin’s passion for social equality they are looking forward to chairing the sixth form 
council meetings as part of the senior student team in order to support the school’s diverse 
community. Caitlin describes the sixth form’s teaching as “personal and engaging” within a 
“dynamic, supportive, and tight-knit” community.



In June, Year 12 students are invited to apply for the senior student team by submitting a formal written 
letter. This year they were interviewed by Mrs Tottey, Mr Powell and Miss Woodroofe. Once selected, 
the team organises a range of events during the year culminating in the annual RAG Week.

Samuele Matata
Samuele is studying A levels in maths, further maths, physics and economics and hopes to do 
a masters in mechanical engineering at university with a keen interest in a more sustainable 
future. He participates in music lessons and is part of a football club outside of school and 
hopes to get involved with organising new school extra-curricular activities, social and 
fundraising events. Samuele says, “The teaching at the sixth form is very student oriented, 
teachers are always willing and able to reply to emails about any queries and it is an inclusive 
community. The sixth form is an open place and anyone feels happy and able to participate.”

Millie Minns
Currently taking psychology, geography and business A levels, Millie hopes to go on to study 
law (with a year abroad) at university with a plan to pursue a career as a lawyer in human rights. 
She has taken part in live taster sessions with Year 10 students, providing an insight to sixth form 
life. She says, “The teaching in the sixth form is extremely supportive and to a high standard. 
The atmosphere is light-hearted and friendly, there is a great sense of community.” Over the 
next year Millie would like to “be part of the academic mentoring to the younger students and 
lead a new role surrounding mental health.”

Dennis Nazare
Dennis, who is studying design & technology and media A levels as well as CTEC business, 
is aiming to take an interior architecture and design course after. He has been playing for a 
football team outside of school and would like to make sixth form activities more diverse 
with more interactions between the upper and lower sixth form as well as with the rest of the 
school. He says the teaching in the sixth form is “ informal, but serious when needed with all 
work completed with excellence” and the atmosphere is ”friendly, jokey and accepting of all.”

Lottie Roessler
Lottie, whose hobbies are singing and playing guitar, is studying A levels in biology, chemistry 
and history. She says in the sixth form, “the teachers are enthusiastic and dedicated and will 
not hesitate to talk to you outside of lesson time.” Lottie is hoping to expand provision and 
introduce new services in academic mentoring and become sixth form voice coordinator, 
encouraging students’ input towards the sixth form. She says there is a “collaborative and 
supportive, sense of everyone in it together” atmosphere in the sixth form. Lottie is planning to 
study medicine at university with hopes to become a surgeon or obstetrician. 

Samuel Seward
Samuel, who is studying A levels in biology, chemistry, geography and an EPQ (on the 
capabilities of genome editing), is planning to study a degree in biochemistry for a career 
in pharmaceuticals or scientific research. He is part of a football club outside of school and 
during RAG Week 2021 did a sponsored bike ride with friends for the chosen charities. Samuel 
describes the sixth form atmosphere as “friendly, relaxed and inclusive” and says, “Teachers set 
high expectations for all students and support you to achieve the grades you want.” Samuel is 
looking forward to organising the induction day for new Year 12s and RAG Week events.

Sophie Surallie
Sophie is planning to apply to do either law or politics at university after she completes her A 
levels in politics, sociology and photography. She is “excited to join Caitlin in being a diversity 
representative, speaking on topics not always touched on,” and is looking forward to being part 
of the communications team and chairing the sixth form council. She has already participated 
in live sessions about the sixth form with Year 10 students. Sophie says in the sixth form, “the 
teaching is good, especially as the classes are small, you get more personalised support if you 
need it and it is very much a community environment where you get to know different people.” 

Jane-Frances Udoyeh
Jane is studying A levels in economics, chemistry, maths and AS further maths. She is going 
on to study economics at university and plans on working in banking and finance. Jane, who 
founded the St Bede’s Economics Society for students to “share thoughts and ideas outside 
the curriculum”, says that “teaching in the sixth form is very engaging. I have felt supported 
throughout my sixth form journey so far,” and “the close-knit community makes the sixth 
form a welcoming and progressive learning environment.” Jane plans to help coordinate 
paired numeracy and literacy as well as organise a charity event for the unhoused in London.



Having left St Bede's in 2019, 
Alice is in her second year of an 

apprenticeship with PwC as a Junior 
Management Consultant, which 
she researched and applied for after 

receiving information in the sixth 
form bulletin; she had also applied to 

university and had several offers. This September, after 
completing the apprenticeship, Alice is looking forward 
to continuing at PwC on their 
graduate scheme.

In the sixth form, she studied 
A levels in English literature, 
history and politics and was 
part of the senior student 
team. Alice's favourite 
memories of St Bede's are "organising and taking part 

in the RAG Weeks and also the support all her teachers 
showed her throughout her time in the sixth form."

Alice has visited St Bede's to provide careers talks about 
apprenticeships. She wants to share with current Year 
12 students applying for post sixth form options that 
they should "consider all routes available and apply for 
lots of different options if they are unsure. Everyone is 
different and your route after sixth form might not be 
the same as everyone else, but as long as it is right for 
you, then it is the right path."

For students thinking of applying to sixth form at St 
Bede's, Alice says she valued "the strong sense of 
community and support that sixth form gave her in her 
studies, extra curricular activities and post sixth form 
options, which all played a part in making her time in 
the sixth form so enjoyable."

Alice Craig

STUDENT ALUMNI

Ethan is currently at Durham 
University studying his favourite 

subject mathematics and says, “After 
having just completed my first year, I 
can safely say that attending university 

has to be one of the best choices I have 
made. New friends and a new dive into 

my choice of subject has made this past year (despite 
circumstances) one of the best of my life.”

Ethan says to students thinking of applying to university, 
“consider all your options, look at the different courses. 
Even a course with the same title can vary drastically 
from one university to another, so make sure you’re 
really getting into something that you want to do.”

Ethan describes the St Bede’s Sixth Form as “different 
because it’s quite a significant change from the lower 

school and fun and busy because you can study the 
subjects you enjoy and get involved in all the sixth form 
events.” His advice to Year 10/11 students planning to 
join the sixth form is to “take the subjects you enjoy the 
most, as learning is far easier when you’re engaged and 
interested. The opportunities 
that St Bede’s provides are 
excellent and the community of 
the sixth form was brilliant.”

Ethan’s personal highlight 
was visiting Tanzania, he says 
“The trip was eye opening, 
rewarding and fun. It will never 
be forgotten. I would definitely 
volunteer again in Tanzania or 
maybe even somewhere else.”

Ethan Bennett

Grace has just graduated with a 
diploma from D&B Academy of 

Performing Arts, where she studied 
musical theatre for the past three years 
of which she says, “I loved doing it, I 

found deciding to go to dance school 
quite difficult, 

especially when everyone 
around me was going off to do 
academic courses at university. I 
am so glad I stuck to what I really 
wanted to do. The course was 
exhausting with long days and 
hard classes but I still loved every 
minute! Doing dance classes 
over Zoom was difficult, but we 

all got through it and were lucky enough to be back 
in the theatre for our graduation showcase, where our 
families, friends and some agents came and watched 
the show.”

Grace’s remembers the move to sixth form as a “great” 
step from secondary school. “I remember feeling so 
much more mature and independent. I was excited 
to go in because I knew every day would be spent 
in classes that I chose, learning about things I was 
interested in.” Grace says her favourite subject was 
government and politics which “made me really 
interested in current affairs and my teacher’s passion 
for the subject made me passionate about it too.” She 
encourages students to “100% pick subjects you enjoy. 
It’s much more enjoyable when you’re learning about 
something you’re interested in.”

Grace Melville



St Bede’s is often described as a large ‘family’ where everyone is welcome. Our student alumni, 
which spans 45 years this year, have gone on to have a wide range of higher education and careers 
and some are still with us in a different capacity including as parents, teachers and even governors.

Peace has just completed her second 
year of a law degree at DeMontfort 

University of which she says, “I have 
really enjoyed the course, making 
friends and being independent. Overall, 

my time at university has been very 
positive so far.” For students in Year 12 she 

says, “If you want to go to university, make sure you go 
somewhere you would be happy to spend at least three 
years and do a course you enjoy, because the better 
you will do. If you are not sure about university, do not 
feel pressure to apply, there are exciting alternatives 
such as apprenticeships or trade courses.” 

Peace’s personal highlights of her time in the sixth form 
are, “RAG Week, especially ‘Battle of the Bands’. It was 
such a great experience; My final economics lesson 

(her favourite subject) with Mr Ramsbottom was very 
emotional when he wished us luck and motivated us for 
the next step of our careers,” and she also remembers 
having interesting and insightful conversations with 
friends in the common room. 

She describes the sixth form as “inspiring, caring and 
challenging. It has great resources, ample spaces to 
study as well as relax and unwind and you are well 
supported academically and pastorally.” Peace says to 
anyone thinking of joining the sixth form, “Make sure 
you take time to consider the subjects; do what you 
enjoy and you won’t feel like you are doing that much 
work (even though A levels are hard work) and speak to 
your teachers and friends, being a part of the sixth form 
can be a great way of getting support.”

Peace Nemedia

Alex took a gap year after leaving the 
sixth form in 2019 to work in order 

to travel before going to university, 
however, due to the pandemic in 
early 2020, instead he found himself 

working in a local factory making 
vegan chicken! As a key worker, he was 

able to continue working during the lockdown and was 
glad to have something to keep him busy.

In spite of the situation, Alex chose to begin university 
in September 2020, studying Arabic and international 
relations and while it wasn’t quite the experience he 
had hoped for, he says,“it has been interesting, I have 
enjoyed studying my course and I am now looking 
forward to travelling to Morocco for my second year.” 

He says to students thinking of applying to university, 
“don’t feel that you need to know what you want to do 
[in the future], I didn’t and because I had a year working, 
it gave me more time to consider my options.”

Alex’s favourite memories of St Bede’s Sixth Form 
include the trip to Tanzania, where he was “able to 
make a difference through some of the projects and 
made some great friends. I enjoyed it so much I went 
back the following summer to volunteer for a month.” 
His other favourite was RAG Week when it was “exciting 
to see how successful we were in engaging the school 
and raising money for some great causes.”

Alex says that students joining the sixth form should 
“make sure to take as many of the opportunities offered 
as possible.”

Alex Wright

Niamh has just successfully 
completed her first year of history 

and politics at the University of 
Cambridge. She says, “Overall, it’s been 
a positive experience. Whilst there 

have been many challenges during 
the pandemic, both staff and students 

adapted and rose to the challenge...I’ve made new 
friends, learnt new skills and more about myself as a 
person. I couldn’t recommend it more highly!” She says 
to students thinking of applying to university “be aware 
of all important deadlines 
and spend time finding a 
course that suits you and 
most importantly makes 
you excited about taking it. 
Attend open days (including 
virtual ones) as they will 

help cement your decisions. Particularly for Oxbridge 
applicants, take time to read around your subject and 
develop your own set of original insights - passion and 
curiosity will go a long way!”

As one of the senior students Niamh was heavily 
involved in organising events and her biggest highlight 
of the sixth form was RAG Week and says, “it’s a time 
when there’s always a great sense of community within 
the school and there are loads of opportunities to get 
involved in any capacity that suits you.”

During her time in the sixth form Niamh studied 
geography and maths alongside her favourite subject 
history which had “great teachers, incredible trips and 
interesting content.” She describes the sixth form as 
“a very supportive environment and a place where 
everyone is encouraged to relish in their independence 
and shine as individuals” and “there is a lot of 
personalised support and guidance available.”

Niamh Whelan



Under normal circumstances, we 
would also offer course related 

trips to Washington (politics & 
history), Venice (art & photography), 
Brussels (business & economics) 
and Krakow (psychology & history) 
and we hope that you may have the 
opportunity to experience at least 
one of these during your time in the 
sixth form.

St Bede’s School, Carlton Road, Redhill, RH1 2LQ   Tel No: 01737 212108   www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

EXTRA CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES

This year RAG Week had to be a scaled down version of what we all know and love, but our 
senior students were more determined than ever to raise some well needed funds for their 

chosen charities, Breck Foundation, The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity and Teenage Cancer 
Trust. Four students, Lauren, Joely, Will and Ethan, decided to continue the tradition of walking 
from Brighton to St Bede’s School (approx 50 miles) and raised £700 (split between RAG Week and Smile). Three 
Year 12 students, Sam, Calum and Christian, walked overnight across the South Downs which raised £1,200. The 
total amount raised was £7,111 (inc Gift Aid). This also reflects the generosity of our parents and local community.

RAG WEEK 2021

GEOGRAPHY FIELDTRIP MUSIC CONCERTS

GOLD DOFE

OXBRIDGE VISITS SCHOOL MUSICAL

BIOLOGY FIELDTRIP

CHRISTMAS SERVICE

COMMUNITY TEA

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/

