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What inspectors say about our sixth form
Our last Ofsted report in 2017 was highly 

complimentary about the school and the sixth 
form in particular [click here]. However, the governors 
were keen to ensure standards had not slipped and 
commissioned an independent report. Following a two 
day visit in January, the findings included:

• “Much highly effective teaching that combined 
excellent subject knowledge with the ability to match 
it to suit students’ working styles was observed.”

• “An overwhelming sense of care exudes from 
teachers. Positive relationships were observed in 
almost every classroom and interaction.”

• “Teachers were generous in providing written 
feedback and marking assessments.”

• “Pastoral care is superb and this was 
highly valued by students.”

The report also included areas for 
improvement and the staff have been 
working hard to implement them.

St Bede’s Sixth Form is a vibrant community where students are ambitious and model all five of 
our school values on a daily basis: belonging, education, determination, excellence and service. 
There is a true sense of belonging throughout the school which underpins everything we do 
and our Year 12 and 13 students are key when it comes to instilling this notion with younger year 

groups, leading by example with every interaction.

This year, we launched a new enrichment programme for students in the sixth form to continue 
to learn and grow outside of the classroom. From becoming a subject leader or mentor, supporting in KS3 form 
times and lessons, to the opportunity to train as a mental health ambassador, our sixth formers have seized every 
opportunity available to them. We also celebrated our annual RAG Week in March, organised by the Senior Student 
leadership team. Filled with lunchtime shows, sponsored events and some very entertaining costumes, all in the 
name of charity, the experience was a real joy for the whole school and a cheerful return to the pre-Covid buzz 
amongst students across all years. I am extremely proud of the large amount of money that students raised - see last 
page for more information.

As we look ahead to life beyond school, we are also grateful for the return of in-person work experience week 
and visits to university campuses. Our careers department advertises opportunities such as webinars, university 
and industry visits, work experience and internship options on a weekly basis via the careers and higher education 
bulletin. They are also instrumental in guiding students through individual careers appointments and group sessions. 
This, in addition to the rigorous and personalised academic teaching, learning and intervention provided in the St 
Bede’s Sixth Form, best prepares our students for the next chapter of their lives. We are so proud of our Year 13 
cohort this year who have secured competitive and impressive university places and degree apprenticeships and we 
wish them all the best as they take on their next challenge.

We look forward to welcoming you into the St Bede’s Sixth Form, a place where you will be given the tools and 
support to thrive, within and beyond the classroom, bringing new experiences and inspiring one another, as well as 
giving back to the wonderful community that is alive and well at St Bede’s.

Mrs Woodroofe, Head of Sixth Form

Welcome to the sixth form

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/193/welcome-to-the-sixth-form
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/St-Bedes-School-Ofsted-final-report-18-19-January-2017.pdf?ts=1591287360728


What we offer at St Bede’s
All our A level and CTEC courses are taught by 

well qualified teachers in small classes where 
the focus is on each student reaching their potential 
and achieving success. In addition, students have a 
supervised assessment in each subject every fortnight 
where teachers set practice essays and questions in 
preparation for public exams and to provide valuable 
feedback to help students hone their skills.

The sixth formers have their own common room, newly 
improved private study facilities and we are upgrading 
the sixth form canteen to include social and study 
spaces. It means that there is a distinct atmosphere 
for those in our senior years and students regularly 

comment on the inclusive, supportive and friendly 
community at St Bede’s.

We currently offer A levels in the following subjects: 
art and design; biology; business; chemistry; computer 
science; design technology; drama; economics; 
English literature; fashion and textiles; French; further 
mathematics; geography; German; politics; history; 
mathematics; media studies; music; PE; photography; 
physics; psychology; RS, philosophy and ethics; 
sociology and Spanish. Cambridge Technical extended 
certificates (CTEC) are available in business; health 
and social care; information technology and sport and 
physical activity.

Preparing for the next steps
Whether an individual wants to go to university or 

take up an apprenticeship, the team at St Bede’s 
is on hand to help. First and foremost, students need 

excellent A level and 
CTEC results and our 
track record in this 
area puts us among 
the top performing 
sixth forms in the 
country.

The next steps also 
require an individual to demonstrate their all round 
abilities and attributes. To this end, the school offers 
an EPQ (see below), work experience, extra-curricular 

opportunities, engagement with employers and a 
number of ways to develop and demonstrate leadership 
qualities.

Our team of tutors work with those preparing a UCAS 
or apprenticeship application and provide step-by-step 
help through writing a personal statement, preparing 
an application form and practising prior to interviews. 
With former students now studying at institutions 
around the country, we help each individual towards 
their goal. Apprenticeship opportunities are proactively 
published via the weekly sixth form bulletin, including 
apprenticeships with local businesses, many of whom 
target students at St Bede’s specifically.

We offer an EPQ to all members of our sixth form so 
they can enhance their A level studies by going into 
greater depth with a topic or subject they enjoy. It is a 
challenging research based qualification, which develops 
project management skills.

Students are introduced to EPQ in Year 12. They start 
lessons in the summer term with an impressive range of 
project ideas. It is then up to them to turn these ideas 
into workable titles with a strong research base and clear 
objectives and timings. Nine months on, each student 
makes a presentation based on their work to fellow 
students and their supervisor.

Those who chose to write an extended essay, set 
themselves questions as diverse as:
• Should kelp forests be planted in the UK? (Alex 

Salmon)
• To what extent can NGOs alleviate extreme poverty 

within the top 10 poorest countries in the world? 
(Patrick Sharpe)

• To what extent does drill music incite criminal 
behaviour? (Myles Hall)

• To what extent is increased screen time associated 
with rising levels of myopia? (Ella Butler)

• Do women have a level of distrust in the police? 
(Madeleine Rendell)

Some other students decided to produce an artefact – 
these EPQs included:
• Produce a two minute piece of Lofi music using only 

found sounds (Mia Donachie)
• Build a profitable rig to mine 

cryptocurrencies (Alan Gebi)
• Write a fictional historical short story 

for women based on the daily life and 
mythology of Vikings (Jessica Hutson-
Pope).

For more information about the EPQ 
qualification please click here.

Extended project qualification (EPQ)

“I am proud to come to a school where individual differences are celebrated, giving students the 
freedom to be themselves.” (Y12 feedback)

LIFE AT ST BEDE’S

https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/EPQ-21.pdf?ts=1623849766


Assessment sessions

While preparing students for A level exams, we also have a comprehensive programme designed to help 
individuals through the university application (UCAS) process. This involves working with each student on 
making appropriate choices, writing a personal statement on the application form and preparing for interviews.

“As a family we would like to say a great big thank you to all the teachers and staff at St Bede’s for the 
education, support, care and enthusiasm you have given x in her time there.” (Y13 parent feedback)

Small class sizes

Excellent study facilities

Developing a sense of 
service

Preparing for the next 
steps

Leadership opportunities

Jellyfish talk to Year 12 studentsSt Vincent de PaulSt Vincent de Paul Jellyfish talk to Year 12 students



SENIOR STUDENTS
Mirabelle Adjei
Mirabelle is studying A levels in chemistry, psychology and Spanish, which she hopes to become 
fluent in. She found it easy to settle into the sixth form because, “everyone is welcoming and 
encouraging; tutors and teachers are supportive.” So far, she has enjoyed the “ independence 
and the social atmosphere” and says “you gain skills to adapt from secondary school to 
university.” Mirabelle, who takes part in ballet and contemporary dance outside of school, is 
looking forward to supporting students with their mental health and organising charity events 
including RAG Week. She hopes to study forensic analytical chemistry after taking a gap year.

Maddie Anstee
Maddie, a keen runner and sea cadet with an interest in animal rights and feminism, is taking 
part in a half marathon in November to raise money for the domestic violence charity ‘Refuge’. 
She is studying history, RS and sociology and her career goal is to become a criminal lawyer or 
primary school headteacher after doing a law degree at university. Maddie is looking forward 
to being “ involved in the charitable events and giving back to the community.” She wants to 
help make “the transition easy for the current Year 11s,” because due to the “support of the 
teachers and the community” she found it easy to feel part of the sixth form.

Nell Burrows
Nell, who is studying A levels in history, RS and sociology, hopes to train to become a secondary 
school teacher after university. She says “I settled into the sixth form really quickly because 
there is a good atmosphere within it and people are friendly and welcoming.” Nell takes part 
in helplining with Year 7 students in school and plays tennis outside of school. As senior 
student, she is looking forward to RAG Week and the impact it has on other students as well as 
influencing the younger year groups positively by using the school values.

Luke Church
Luke found settling into sixth form incredibly easy and says, “I’ve enjoyed working on the tech 
for RAG Week and Music is Back concert and I’m excited to work on the RAG Week shows next 
year.” Luke runs the Dungeons and Dragons after school club and outside of school is a Scout 
Young Leader; he will become a Troop Scout Leader in January. Luke, who studies A level 
computing, drama and media, is hoping to go on to study film production at the University of 
Winchester and would like to become a tv/film actor or director. 

Amelie De La Mothe
Amelie would like to study psychology at a Russell Group university after completing her A 
levels in biology, geography and psychology. Her career goal would be to specialise in forensic 
psychology after her degree. Since being in the sixth form, Amelie has enjoyed getting involved 
in RAG Week and doing the Brighton Walk which raised £10,000. She says the sixth form has 
a  “welcoming and relaxed atmosphere” and is a “close friendly community” and she is looking 
forward to planning the social events and helping new Year 12s adjust to life in the sixth form.

Amy Ellis
Amy, who takes ballet lessons and is a water-sports instructor outside of school, is hoping to 
go on to study marine biology at university. Amy says that for her the transition from Year 
11 to Year 12 was “very smooth” because “sixth form at St Bede’s has a real family feel” and 
the supportive teachers along with additional opportunities to develop friendships “created 
a welcoming environment.” Amy is looking forward to getting to know the new Year 12s and 
being involved in organising events, especially RAG Week. 

Beth Hardcastle
Beth, who found it easy to settle into sixth form because “the staff were always helpful and 
approachable,” says “I’m glad I chose to stay. I’ve enjoyed smaller class sizes and more one on 
one time with the teachers as well as being more involved in RAG Week.” Beth, who attends 
dance three times a week outside of school, says that as senior student she is “looking forward 
to working with the younger years” and has “lots of fun ideas!” Beth would like to complete a 
degree and thinks that an apprenticeship degree might suit her best.



Year 12 students are invited to apply to become senior students by submitting a formal written letter. 
This year applicants were interviewed and selected by Miss Corry, Iain Maclean and Miss Woodroofe. 
Senior students will organise a range of events culminating in the annual RAG Week.

Sam Jackson
A keen Dungeon and Dragons player, Sam runs the after school club of 30 members. As senior 
student, he is looking forward to the “chance to work within an inspiring group to improve 
aspects of school life.” Sam settled into the sixth form really well and found focussing on a 
smaller number of subjects much better. He likes the “sense of community, more relaxed 
atmosphere, both in lessons and shared environments and independence.” After completing his 
A levels in English, maths and physics, Sam plans to study English or politics at university.

Ned Littlemore
Ned settled into the sixth form well and says it has “a fun and welcoming environment. At St 
Bede’s there is a really good sense of belonging were everyone is involved.” He enjoys studying 
in the library with friends during his free periods and playing rugby after school with the Year 
13s. Outside of school Ned also plays cricket and coaches football as well as playing for his 
local team. He is hoping to organise some sporting activities throughout the school with the 
help of the new Year 12s. After completing his A levels in business, economics and geography, 
Ned would like to work towards a career in sports management.

Bradley Lock
Outside of school Bradley plays football for Reigate Priory Club and also plays golf. After 
completing A levels in business, economics and history, he hopes to undertake a business 
apprenticeship in marketing or sales. Bradley says that the sixth form “made me feel instantly 
welcome, the stability it gives you is brilliant; you feel safe but also have more freedom.” As 
senior student, he hopes to “help the school achieve goals,” as well as develop new ideas with 
the team and put them into practice.

Emma Pieters
Emma is looking forward to getting involved with the community events that have not been 
possible over the last two years. She says “the smaller class sizes have allowed the lessons to 
be more personalised and the jump from GCSE to A level has been a smooth transition and 
less daunting than I expected.” Outside of school, Emma loves creative arts and also works 
with children with disabilities which has inspired her to work towards becoming a speech and 
language therapist. In school, she also likes helping the younger students with helplining and 
paired numeracy. 

Abby Rayner
During Year 12, Abby has been involved in netball club, debate club and the Young Reporters 
scheme. She is looking forward to being more involved in the school community as well 
as helping out with the next RAG Week. Abby says “the teachers are really supportive and 
enthusiastic,” and she found it really easy to settle in. She really likes that everyone has “an 
opportunity to get involved and events feel very driven by the students themselves.” Abby plans 
to study history at university and work towards a career in journalism or law.

Emily Stowe
Emily is studying A levels in psychology, sociology and RS and says, “I have enjoyed being 
able to take subjects that I’ve never had the opportunity to do before Year 12.” Due to the 
smaller class sizes, she has made friends with students who were in her year but she didn’t 
know before. She hopes to work in paediatric nursing after university. Outside of school, 
Emily is part of a cheerleading competition team and as senior student is looking forward to 
helping younger students, while also continuing involvement in the mental health ambassador 
programme.

Olivia Thynne
Olivia volunteers at local theatres by doing things such as costumes back stage as well as 
an occasional appearance on stage. She hopes to go onto university to study liberal arts 
after studying A level drama, sociology and RS in the sixth form. Over the last year Olivia has 
“enjoyed the freedom of independent learning outside of class and having the opportunity 
to develop my most effective way of learning,” and she is looking forward to fundraising and 
being involved in activities that help the younger students like paired reading and numeracy.



Samuel is in his third year studying 
Medicine at Queen’s University 

Belfast in Northern Ireland, he will 
qualify as a doctor in three years time. 
Next year he is planning to do a Masters 

in Clinical Anatomy at QUB and says, 
“My career plans are to go on to train 

as a surgeon in the UK, I have been 
appointed as Surgical Skills Coordinator 
at QUB Scrubs and will go on to teach 
surgical skills to other years.”

During last summer he worked in the 
Belfast Mass Vaccination Centre where 
he personally gave 1,818 doses of a COVID-19 Vaccine.

Earlier this year he worked in COVID ICU as a medical 
student technician where he assisted in caring for 
extremely sick COVID patients in the biggest ICU in the 

country, The Royal Victoria Hospital Belfast.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Queen’s and 
have been blessed with so many great friends and 
I still have many years to go. I joined the university 
dodgeball team and we won third place in the National 
Men’s Super league.” Sam says to students considering 
university, “Only go if the degree is actually useful for 
your career or you really like the subject.”

Sam, whose favourite subject was “chemistry without 
a doubt”, remembers the sixth form fondly and says, 
“Performing as part of senior choir is still one of my 
proudest moments; The smaller classes and smaller 
year meant I made really close friends, who I still 
meet up with when back from uni; even though I was 
not a senior student, I did help out with RAG Week, 
presenting the talent show and performing in Battle of 
the Bands - definitely the coolest thing I have done.”

Samuel Earwicker

Sophie is currently studying LLB 
Law at Royal Holloway, University 

of London. She says “University is 
a great experience. The professors 
are engaging and passionate about 

their topics, and you can also choose 
to specialise in a specific legal area 

allowing for continued study with a Masters degree.
University has a vast collection of societies where you 
can meet new people. I have met some great people 
in Photography, Southeast Asian and Harry Potter 
societies that I currently attend.”

Sophie joined the sixth form, from another school and 
says to anyone considering joining “Do not worry about 
fitting in; everyone was inclusive and friendly, and I 

made good friends at St Bede’s. The subjects are very 
diverse and allow for many options to pick from. The 
class sizes are perfect as you have the ability to get help 
directly from the teacher and get to know your fellow 
students.” Sophie studied A level psychology, geography 
and photography and was also involved in debate 
club and Latin club, which was one of her favourite 
memories, along with RAG Week, during which she 
loved dressing up in the different daily themes.

Sophie says for students thinking about university “I 
recommend attending a campus tour before UCAS 
applications start. It will allow more time to decide 
where you wish to go. Talk to students and get to know 
the local area. Attend your subject’s presentation talks 
and ask professors questions about the course.”

Sophie Byerley

Sophie is at the University of Warwick 
studying for a BA (Hons) in Media 

and Creative Industries. “I love the 
course, as it’s a combination of theory, 
practical and industry. I recently 

became Marketing Officer for Warwick 
Student Cinema.” This summer Sophie has 

managed to secure a paid marketing 
internship at a modelling agency in London and in 
the autumn will be doing an analytics placement at 
All3Media’s Head Office in London, a global TV and film 
production and distribution company.

Sophie describes sixth form as “encouraging, fun and 
excellent quality of teaching. I was the marketing and 
events senior student, where I organised and marketed 
RAG Week 2021 and ran the unofficial sixth form 

Instagram account. I was also a form helpliner and a 
student lead photographer.”

When asked for a favourite sixth form subject, Sophie 
said, “That’s so difficult! I loved my A levels in English 
literature, media studies and photography for varying 
reasons. I think photography would be top, ultimately 
because of how supportive everyone was in the class, 
the fantastic teaching and the equipment (how many 
sixth forms can say they have a dark room)?!”

For those planning to join the sixth form she says, 
“Choosing the sixth form means you will get to study 
the subjects you’re interested in, within a small class 
and be taught by passionate teachers who really get to 
know you as a student and as a person.”

Sophie recently came in to talk to current GCSE and A 
level photography students.

Sophie Emeny

STUDENT ALUMNI



St Bede’s is often described as a large ‘family.’ We try to keep in touch with our student alumni, 
who have all gone on to a wide range of higher education and careers. Here is a selection of recent 
students sharing their personal experiences of the sixth form and life since leaving St Bede’s.

James is currently at the University of 
Leeds studying physics and says, “I 

love it, even despite COVID last year.“ 
In the sixth form he studied physics 
along with maths and music and says 

he “enjoyed music the most because 
we had a tiny class so we got to know 

the teachers very well. It was also very different to my 
other two subjects, so it was a nice break.”

Having left St Bede’s in 2020, James’ lasting and 
favourite memories of sixth form was playing in slide 
in the last Act I concert before COVID hit. “I obviously 
miss it very much.” He embraced the extra curricular 
opportunities on offer and says “I was heavily involved 
in the music department, along with being a senior 

student which was very rewarding.” He 
says to those planning on joining, “The 
sixth form is the most effortless transition, 
without having to worry about new 
teachers/people. However, you also get 
treated like an adult and there’s a very 
different dynamic in the classroom to Year 
11. It goes really quick so make sure you enjoy what 
sixth form has to offer other than just A levels.”

To students thinking of going to university, James 
says “Uni is an amazing experience. It’s a big financial 
commitment and you need be sure in the subject you’re 
studying, but you meet different people, get to live by 
yourself for the first time and explore a subject you like 
in more detail. I would say it’s definitely worth it overall.”

James Greatwood

Dan is a third year student at the 
University of Exeter, studying 

Business Management and French, 
however, he is on a placement year 
at Hewlett Packard Enterprise this 

year, so will return to do his finals in 
September. Dan says, “In general, I have 

really enjoyed it, despite COVID.” The course is very 
intense, but if you’re prepared to work hard, then it’s 
definitely worth it. In my first year, I competed for the 
uni in the South West Karate Regional Championships, 
winning Bronze for my team in fighting. I was also 
selected to lead the trombone section of the University 
Jazz Orchestra, in which we played gigs throughout 
the year at lots of different events.” He says to students 
considering university “It is a big commitment and you 

should take the time in deciding, look at a variety of 
universities, focus on what the course looks like and 
also the rankings; Choose a course you enjoy that 
will bring you value after you graduate. Biggest advice 
though... learn how to cook proper food!”

Dan’s key highlights of sixth form are “Act I and II; both 
RAG Weeks and Freshers Balls and just being around 
good friends was always good fun as they made sixth 
form a great experience for me.” Dan was also involved 
in Slide, orchestra and senior choir and says “I enjoyed 
studying music as its something I just love to do.” He 
describes the sixth form as “entertaining, fun, friendly 
and hard-working.” and says to students considering 
joining, “think carefully about which subjects you enjoy 
and want to study; don’t just follow your friends.”

Dan Wood

St Bede’s Alumni Network
St Bede’s is a fantastic community. We have had a range of students across the last 45 years, 
some alumni are still with us in a different capacity including as parents, teachers and even 
governors. Our alumni are important to us and we really enjoy hearing about their progress 
and development over the years and where they are now.

Alumni can offer a wealth of knowledge and experience and we often welcome them 
in to help with current students by presenting at careers events, provide networking 
opportunities, work experience and much more.

We are working in partnership with the national charity Future First, who are helping us to 
reconnect and keep in touch with former students and they have recently launched a Future 
First Hub which is a new social media style networking platform.

We also have an Alumni Group on our official LinkedIn page for greater networking 
opportunities - visit our website www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk > About Us > Alumni for more 
information and links.



Under normal circumstances, we 
would also offer course related 

trips to Washington (politics & 
history), Venice (art & photography), 
Brussels (business & economics) 
and Krakow (psychology & history) 
and we hope that you may have the 
opportunity to experience at least 
one of these during your time in the 
sixth form.

St Bede’s School, Carlton Road, Redhill, RH1 2LQ   Tel No: 01737 212108   www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

Senior Students this year were very excited to be able to organise a number of fundraising 
events for RAG Week. The RAG Fair launch was a huge success with two being held over 

both lunch breaks. A large group of sixth formers undertook the student organised overnight 
Brighton to St Bede’s walk which alone raised £10,000. Each day saw a different dress up theme 
for sixth formers and the team: Monday - pyjamas; Tuesday - first letter of their name; Wednesday - British Icons; 
Throwback Thursday and Friday - whole school dress up. Students in all year groups were able to enjoy something 
throughout the week including the lunchtime events: Bede’s Got Talent; a culture catwalk; LipSync Battle and The 
Chase. Thanks to all the generous donations, the total amount raised for their three chosen charities, The Bakiga 
Community Project, Alzheimer’s Society and Cancer Research UK, was a fantastic £15,000.

RAG Week 2022

Geography fieldtrip Music concerts

Gold DofE

Oxbridge visits School musical

Biology fieldtrip

Christmas service

Community tea

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/

