
Have you ever wished that you could get an A level qualification for 
something that really interested you? Have you ever been frustrated 
that some topics are not studied in enough depth at A level? Do you 
want to earn extra UCAS Points for university or impress employers?

YES? Then the EPQ could be for you!

EPQ is a student-driven qualification, giving you the freedom and 
responsibility to create a project that interests you.

Completing a project qualification involves following a clearly 
structured process to choose, plan and research a topic of your choice 
and then create a product that is unique to you.

There are three possible types of product

1. A research-based written report

2. A production (e.g. charity event, fashion show, concert)

3. An artefact (e.g. artwork, computer game, film, short story) 

Options 2 and 3 would be supported by a written report.

Progress on the project is recorded in a production log and there is a 
presentation to an invited audience at the end.

You will be assessed both on the product of your project and on the 
process you went through to create it.
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TEACHING
In January of Year 12, all students are invited to express an interest in 
EPQ and to start thinking about what they might choose to do. In the 
summer term, interested students spend some time in school being 
introduced to the project and talking through their ideas with the 
supervisors. 

After this there will be one timetabled lesson a week to learn 
useful research skills and occasional scheduled meetings with your 
supervisor to review your progress. The rest of the work is arranged 
and organised by you, in your own time, whenever you want to do it.

EXAMINATION
There is no examination; you will be assessed on the quality of your 
research, your logbook and your final product.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Enthusiasm for your chosen topic and self-motivation to see a 
project through over six months.

BENEFITS OF DOING EPQ
• Become an independent, reflective learner.

• Develop study skills that are invaluable for university courses and    
the workplace.

• Fantastic way to strengthen a Personal Statement and to show an 
enthusiasm for the course you want to study.

• Some universities make lower offers for students with a good 
EPQ.

• An opportunity to pursue a hobby, or a personal interest and get 
a level 3 qualification at the same time.

• Earn UCAS points.

You are only limited by your own You are only limited by your own 
imagination! What will you imagination! What will you choose?choose?



WHAT STUDENTS THINK
“I got a lower offer for my course because of the EPQ.”

“It’s fun!”

“I am now using skills on my university course that I had learned in 
my EPQ.”

“I learned a lot about managing a project.”

“It was so interesting.“

MEET THE SUPERVISORS
Mrs Sturt, EPQ coordinator
(su@saintbedes.net)

Mrs Tottey, Assistant Headteacher
(ty@saintbedes.net)

Mrs Tattershall
(tt@saintbedes.net)



Artefacts or productions have included:

Writing, directing and producing a play 

A campaign, raising awareness of FGM

An art commission to paint a motorbike

Designing and building a multi-stage electromagnetic linear accelerator

Building a life sized Tardis

Planning and completing a 12 hour sponsored swim

Publishing a book to teach children how to train their dogs

Written reports have investigated among other things:

NHS: benefit or burden to society?

Reigate and Banstead: a bubble of prosperity or borough of normality?

Graffiti: a valid art form or vandalism?

Should homeopathic medicines be regulated in the same way as other 
medicines?

Epigenetics: hope or hype?

Diana: victim or rebel?

Should everyone be tested for vitamin D deficiency?

Can a prosthetic outperform a human leg?

Is nanotechnology commercially viable?

Has goal 3 of the UN Millennium Development Goals been successful?

Is financial crowdsourcing only a measure of last resort for fund 
seekers?

How does ‘Bird Song’ present World War I differently to ‘All Quiet on the 
Western Front’?

To what extent is Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony a romantic composition 
and not a classical one?

How far do the negatives outweigh the positives posed by tourists to 
Vietnam?
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