
Economics cannot be escaped. It is everywhere you look - from the 
current “cost of living crisis” to the impact of BREXIT on UK markets 
and businesses and the change in economic policy of Liz Truss’s 
government. 

Economics looks to analyse issues such as these and allow you to 
make informed rational judgements on what has happened and what 
should/can be done in the future.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
The A level Economics course aims to provide you with an 
understanding of the key fundamentals of economics. This 
includes looking at macro economics and in particular growth, 
unemployment, inflation, international competitiveness, and how 
these can be managed to improve our lives.

The course also covers micro economics which is the study of how 
specific markets work, such as the housing or energy market along 
with issues such as poverty, inequality of income or wealth, and the 
role of big business and the state in meeting our economic needs.

A LEVEL ASSESSMENT
There will be three 2 hour exams. In each exam you have to answer 
a set of questions on a different economic case study, plus write one 
essay from a choice of three.

ECONOMICS
AQA
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) 7136



WHY CHOOSE ECONOMICS?
Not only is the subject very interesting and highly respected by all 
universities, but it is probably the most relevant A level available at 
the moment due to the present global economic situation and its 
impact on the UK. A further incentive is that of all university courses 
available, those who complete an Economics degree are in the top 
five for earnings as a graduate.

DEPARTMENT SUCCESSES
The subject results are excellent with students frequently gaining  
an A*. Our students have also gained recognition from the Bank of 
England for their subject knowledge and understanding by becoming 
national champions in their internationally renowned Monetary 
Policy Committee competition.

ECONOMICS GOES WELL WITH...
A number of subjects but, in particular, is often mixed with maths, 
physics, history, politics, geography, and business.

DESTINATIONS
This year we had students go on to study economics related courses 
at a variety of universities including Portsmouth, Cardiff, Leicester, 
Swansea, Leeds, King’s College London and Bath.



WHAT CAREERS MIGHT AN ECONOMICS A LEVEL 
LEAD ON TO?
Many people choose an economics course because they are keen to 
work in finance and banking. It is also very useful if you wish to have 
a career in law or politics. The behavioural economics side links well 
with careers in marketing and psychology.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
As there is a strong numeracy element to the course it is vital you 
will have achieved at least a 5 in maths GCSE. If you have studied 
business at GCSE we would expect at least a grade 5. If you wish to 
study economics at university, some will expect you to have also 
studied maths at A level.

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
You can expect to become 
involved in a large variety of 
additional activities, including 
guest speakers, trips abroad 
and attending vitrtual university 
lectures. In recent years students 
have attended the annual Polecon 
conference, featuring professional 
economists and highly respected 
economics journalists. They will 
also have the opportunity to visit 
Brussels as part of our annual trip 
to the heart of the EU. In this trip 
pupils will see various economic 
issues in action, including visits 
to the EU parliament and a 
personalised talk for St Bede’s 
by members of the European 
Commission. In light of BREXIT, 
this will provide huge insight to our 
pupils come their exams.



UNIVERSITY APPLICATION & CAREER SUPPORT
The department prides itself on leading the way in supporting you in 
your university application. To this end the department provides one 
on one support for you on completing your university application 
forms. The department also provides mock interviews, university 
focused reading lists and tailored extra curricular activities to make 
applications stand out from the norm. For example, virtual lectures 
on the subject at leading universities such as the London School of 
Economics. This support is provided from Year 12 onwards to ensure 
a very strong application.

REGULAR WORK
Along with the usual homework, you will be expected to undertake 
independent study in the form of keeping yourselves up to date with 
current economic issues and to develop research skills to complete 
various essays on the areas.

The department also makes full use of Google Classroom, with  
economics articles posted on a regular basis. It is assumed that you 
will follow this.

WHAT STUDENTS THINK
“I find it really interesting how everything we learn relates to things 
actually happening in the world around us.”

“I find the subject makes me think twice about things, which is good!”
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