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We all share the same English language, but why are some accents 
and dialects viewed negatively or as the basis for stereotypes? Why 
is using slang condemned when it is just a creative and inventive 
use of the English language? Where do new words come from? Do 
men and women use language differently? How do children learn 
to speak and write? How do advertisers manipulate us through 
language? These are just some of the questions we will explore in 
this challenging and engaging course! 

English Language A level is for students who wish to explore and 
understand how language is the prism through which we see and 
construct the world around us. The study of English language 
encourages you to extend your understanding of how language 
creates meanings in written, spoken and electronic modes in 
both creative and analytical work. English language examines the 
language development of children, and introduces ideas about the 
importance of cultural sensitivity in language. 



You consider how the English language has evolved over time, and 
how it is changing today; you will examine global, regional and social 
varieties of English and engage in cultural debates about the nature 
and significance of language. You will also explore the central role 
language plays in the construction of identity. 

English language students often go on to deepen their interest 
in language by studying Linguistics at university, but it also 
complements those who are interested in law, history, social 
sciences and education, as well as any English-based discipline 
such as creative writing or journalism. English language is an 
excellent choice for students wishing to  develop analytical and 
communication skills, and to establish a distinctive ‘voice’ in their 
own writing.

A LEVEL ASSESSMENT
During your A level course, you will complete three units:

Unit 1: Language, the Individual and Society (Examination 2 hrs 30 
mins)
Unit 2: Language Diversity and Change (Examination 2 hrs 30 mins)
Unit 3: Non-exam assessment: Language in Action. In this unit you 
will complete:
a language investigation into an area of language use of your choice 
(2,000 words excluding data)
 a piece of original writing and commentary (1,500 words total)

REGULAR WORK
Classes will be varied: sometimes thought-provoking and engaging 
teacher-led sessions, and sometimes creative and independent work. 
Work will range from formal teacher-led activities, to whole class and 
small group tasks. The focus of some lessons will be analytical and 
theory-based, whilst others will seek to enhance your own writing 
style. You will be encouraged to take an active role in your own 
learning, participating in student-led seminar style lessons.
In terms of homework, whilst some analytical/discursive essay 
responses will be set, we will also be encouraging you to develop 
your own writing in a variety of genres.Independent reading and 
research tasks are also set as homework.



THIS COURSE WILL APPEAL TO…
Those students who have already developed an interest and 
appreciation in the way language is used to represent the world 
around us, and how we use language to communicate in a wide 
variety of ways. It will also appeal to those students who want to 
understand how the language we use and experience is linked to 
ideas of identity and diversity. There is a strong theoretical aspect 
to the course, where we consider ideas and theories of linguists 
on key ideas such as language change and language development 
in children. Above all, the course will appeal to those who want to 
be challenged to think, to argue,to analyse,  and to find their own 
creative voice in their own writing.

DESTINATIONS
Many students who study English Language will go on to study 
linguistics or socio-linguistics at degree level. Others have gone on 
to study a wide range of disciplines including speech and language 
therapy, marketing and advertising, creative writing, journalism, 
education, or public relations.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
You must achieve a minimum of a grade 5 in English language GCSE. 
You should be committed to the course, be prepared to participate 
actively in lessons, and undertake independent study and wider 
reading.

CONTACT
Mrs Batchelor (bl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk) 
Mr Hardy (hy@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

* Please note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all trips offered in 2022-23 will be subject to 
guidance provided by the Department for Education.

This is a provisional course and will only run if there is high enough demand for it.
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