
ENGLISH
LITERATURE
AQA SPECIFICATION B

If you like reading then you’ll love this course. It will help you to 
develop an interest in, and enjoyment of, English literature, through 
reading widely, critically and independently.

Appealing to those of you with imagination, perception and insight, 
you will develop a distinct philosophy in your response to texts which 
centres on different ways of reading, on the connections which exist 
between texts, and the significance of studying texts within specific 
genres.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
You will learn how to respond to a variety of texts, showing that you 
have the knowledge and understanding necessary at this level. This 
will include an appreciation of form, structure and language, as well 
as an ability to appreciate what other writers have written about the 
texts being studied. At the heart of the course is a focus on different 
genres which may be drawn from tragedy, comedy, crime writing 
and political and social protest writing.



A LEVEL ASSESSMENT
During your A level course, you will complete three modules: 
‘Literary Genres’; ‘Texts and Genres’ and ‘Theory and Independence’.

Module 1 - Literary Genres. Examination: 2 hrs 30 min

Module 2 - Texts and Genres. Examination: 3 hrs.

Module 3 - Theory and Independence. Non-exam assessment. Two 
essays of 1250–1500 words, each responding to a different text and 
requiring students to look at their own choice of texts in the context 
of different critical approaches.

REGULAR WORK
Classes will be varied and stimulating. Work will range from formal 
teacher led activities to whole class and small group discussions. 
You will be encouraged to take an active role in your own learning, 
participating in student led seminars and presentations.

As far as homework is concerned, written tasks will be set regularly, 
as will close reading, note making and research. Remember to read 
as widely as time will allow – and share your reading with everyone 
else, too!

THIS COURSE WILL APPEAL TO…
Those students who have already 
developed an appreciation of literature 
and who seek to discover and examine 
different levels of meaning in texts, who 
wish to describe and make judgements 
about form, structure and language and, 
above all, to those who desire to become 
informed, articulate and discerning readers. 
This is a well established and recognised 
qualification, much respected by employers 
and universities alike. It will provide a good 
foundation for life.



DESTINATIONS
Students who have studied English literature have continued to study 
it at degree level, while others have chosen subjects such as media, 
theatre studies, law, philosophy, religion and ethics, sociology and 
international relations. Some are training to be teachers.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
You must achieve a 5 at GCSE in both English and English literature. 
You must be committed to the course, prepared to read widely, and 
to discuss your ideas and opinions freely.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION*
We try to arrange theatre visits and study conferences whenever 
possible.

CONTACT
Mrs Batchelor (bl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk) 
Mr Hardy (hy@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

* Please note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all trips offered in 2022-23 will be subject to 
guidance provided by the Department for Education.



WHAT STUDENTS THINK
“The teachers and pupils both share a passion for English, which is 
evident from the discussions we have.”

“There is an opportunity to read a variety of interesting texts and 
genres, which broaden your perspectives and attitudes to literature.”

“It gives you an opportunity to look more deeply into texts and you 
are able to have discussions with people with a similar interest in 
reading.”
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