
The first term of Year 12 is devoted to the transition between GCSE 
and A level. Grammar is revised thoroughly so that you are well 
prepared to progress quickly and you will significantly broaden your 
vocabulary as you study the topic areas. Much of each lesson will 
be conducted in German and you will get plenty of opportunity to 
practise speaking through pair work, group work and class debate. 
You will use authentic materials and access resources on the internet 
for research and individual study.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
The four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing will be 
developed through a variety of topic areas which reflect your 
interests. These include music, media, festivals and traditions, the 
digital world, family and culture and art and architecture. The second 
year adds the following themes: immigration; multiculturalism; 
racism; Germany and the European Union; politics and youth; 
German re-unification. You will also study a German-language film 
and a literary text.

GERMAN
AQA
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) 7662

A level German work experience



A LEVEL ASSESSMENT
The course is assessed via three papers which cover the content of 
both years.

Paper 1 - Listening, reading and writing (50%)
This paper lasts 2 hours 30 min and includes translation to and from 
German.

Paper 2 - Writing (20%)
This paper lasts 2 hours and students respond to one question on a 
film and one on a book.
Paper 3 - Speaking (30%)
This test consists of two tasks and lasts 21–23 minutes, including five 
minutes’ formal preparation time.

REGULAR WORK
You should receive about five hours of homework each week which 
will consist of listening and reading exercises, grammar practice, 
translation, learning vocabulary and written exercises. Everything you 
are asked to do will have a direct bearing on your examination.

DESTINATIONS
Students have gone on to continue their studies at a variety of 
institutions, most recently at the universities of Leeds, UCL, Bristol 
and Manchester reading German with other subjects such as politics 
and linguistics.

THIS COURSE  WILL APPEAL TO…
Students who have enjoyed their learning at GCSE and wish to 
develop further their ability to understand and communicate in 
German. Language skills are highly desirable by employers and it 
is possible to combine a language with virtually any other subject 
at university. It is not just translators, interpreters and teachers, 
but also scientists, business people, journalists, lawyers and other 
professionals who use languages.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
You will need to get a 5 or higher at GCSE.



EXTRA CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES
There will be opportunities to participate in various ad hoc events 
such as film viewings and exhibition visits. Every year some Year 12 
students participate in a week’s work experience in Germany during 
the February half-term. This is an impressive addition to a student’s 
personal statement when applying to university. We are planning 
a cultural visit to Berlin in March 2023 which will enhance our 
knowledge of this important city which is an integral part of the A 
level course.

WHAT 
STUDENTS 
THINK
“It’s fantastic 
to be able to 
understand and 
express yourself 
in German and 
learn about 
a whole new 
culture!”

“You have 
a feeling of 
superiority when 
speaking German, as you know that most British people can’t!”

“I have not only improved my language skills in German, but have 
greatly improved my understanding of English too!”

TEACHING TEAM
Your German teachers are highly qualified linguists with degrees 
in not just German, but French too! They have worked abroad in 
Germany and Austria.

CONTACT
Mrs Kelly (kl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

German Film Day - BFI London
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