
Our A level course builds on the knowledge you have already 
acquired and extends it. It is designed to provide you with the 
experience of studying two periods of history in depth, with a focus 
on British, American and Russian history. You will be well supported 
in your work by a very well qualified and experienced department.

YEAR 1 COURSE CONTENT
Breadth study
Unit 1K - The making of a superpower: USA, 1865-1920
Topics will include: the division between the North and the South 
after the Civil War and the position of African Americans in society 
after the end of slavery; the rise of the USA as an economic 
superpower and the role that individuals such as Rockefeller, 
Carnegie and JP Morgan played in the growth of big business; the 
impact of mass immigration on American Society and the changes 
brought by people from southern and eastern Europe; why the USA 
did not enter World War One until 1917.

Depth study
Unit 2E - The English Revolution, 1625–1642
Topics will include: the legacy of James I and whether he set up the 
Stuart monarchy to fail, the controversial rule of Charles I, why there 
was a power struggle between king and parliament, the wide-ranging 
causes of the English Civil War and how violent were the Civil Wars.

Historical investigation - Unit 3B non-British investigation
This is the non-examination assessment. You will base your 
investigations around the study of Russian history 1855-1964. You 
will produce a personal study of 3,500 to 4,500 words in the summer 
term of Year 1. We focus on the collapse of the Romanovs and the 
Russian Revolution.
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YEAR 2 COURSE CONTENT
Breadth study
Unit 1K -The making of a superpower: USA, 1865–1975
In Year 13 you will build on your knowledge from Year 12 and study 
the years 1920-1975. Topics include the Great Depression, WWII, Civil 
Rights and the Cold War.

Depth study
Unit 2E - The English Revolution, 1625–1660
In Year 13 you will build on your knowledge from Year 12 and study the 
years 1642-1660. Topics include the defeat and execution of Charles 
I, was Oliver Cromwell a reluctant dictator and why did the monarchy 
return.

Units 1 and 2 are both examined by a 2 hour 30 minutes examination
in June.

REGULAR WORK
You can expect to spend four to five hours a week on private study and 
homework. You will usually complete an exam-style assessed piece of 
work every fortnight, but must also be aware that A level requires time 
spent on further reading and research outside lessons.

DESTINATIONS
Students who have studied A level history have gone on to study a 
variety of degree subjects at universities across the country including:
American Studies and History at the University of Nottingham
Business Management and Entrepreneurship at University of Roehampton 
English and History at Royal Holloway, University of London
History at the University of Warwick
History at the University of Exeter
History and Economics at the University of Reading
History and Politics at Cambridge
International History and Politics at the University of Leeds
International Politics and Military History at Aberystwyth University
Law at the University of Liverpool
Modern History at the University of St Andrews
Politics and International Relations at the University of Bath
Psychology at University of Birmingham

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
You will need to get a grade 5 or higher at GCSE.



THIS COURSE WILL APPEAL TO…
Students who have enjoyed GCSE history and want to learn more! 
History students should enjoy reading and be curious about what has 
happened in the past. They must enjoy arguing, although it must be 
on the basis of evaluating their sources! It is a very suitable course for 
anyone who wants to develop their analytical and communication 
skills, especially in careers where the handling of information and the 
ability to express your ideas orally and on paper are very important. It 
is particularly useful for careers in the media and the skills developed 
can be found in a wide variety of occupations.

MEET THE TEAM
Mrs Crouch is the Head of Department. She has a BA (Hons) degree 
in History from Royal Holloway, University of London and a PGCE in 
History from the University of Sussex.
Miss Chaudhry has a BA (Hons) in American History from the 
University of Kent
Miss Corry has a Bachelor of Law (LLB) degree from the University of 
East Anglia.
Miss Frost has a BA (Hons) in History from the University of Kent. 
Mr Lawrence has a BA (Hons) in History from University of Sheffield.
Mr Purkiss has a BA(Hons) in History from University College London.
Ms Sharp has a BA (Hons) in Modern History from Oxford University. 

POSSIBLE CAREERS
History students are not just limited to teaching history (unless they 
want to!) Nor are they destined to gather dust in a museum or library 
(again unless they want to!) There are so many careers out there that 
require the skills that a study of history can bring; law, medicine, 
business, finance, accountancy, tourism, town planning, politics, 
journalism, research to name but a few!

Historians have excellent transferable skills as they are trained to 
look for bias and prejudice in all the evidence they study. The subject 
develops the ability to sort out what is useful and reliable evidence 
and what must be sifted out. Imagine believing everything you read 
in the papers or online, or believing every statement that politicians 
make! History helps you to make decisions about other people and to 
decide if you trust what they say.



WHAT STUDENTS THINK
“‘I loved the breadth study on American history 
since the civil war. It’s a fascinating period and we 
had lots of interesting class discussions about the 
key themes of the era. A Level History has provided 
me with the tools and knowledge I need to be well 
placed for studying history at 
university.”
“I have really enjoyed the 
subjects offered at A Level 
history. The teachers are 
incredibly helpful as well.” 

“History helps to develop 
analytical and writing skills.”

TRIPS*
Washington at Easter as well 
as Poland and Auschwitz (organised by the psychology department). 
Theatre trips when relevant, recent trips have included ‘Birdsong’, 
‘The Scottsboro Boys’ and ‘War Horse’. Sixth form historians also 
have the opportunity to help run a KS3 history club.

* Please note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all trips offered in 2022-23 will be subject 
to guidance provided by the Department for Education.

WHAT DOES HISTORY GO WELL WITH?
Have you looked at our politics and sociology A level courses? 
These subjects complement each other very effectively and we have 
had excellent results from students who take two or more of these 
courses.

CONTACT
Mrs Crouch (cr@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
Carlton Road, Redhill, 

Surrey, RH1 2LQ
01737 212108
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