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Headlines 
As I write my first parent 

newsletter I feel extremely 
proud and privileged to be 
Headteacher of St Bede’s School 
and Sixth Form. Having worked at 

the school since April 2017, I am 
fully aware of how lucky I am to be in 

charge of a school which has fantastic 
students, supportive parents and excellent high 
quality staff and governors. I am committed to 
providing our students with the best possible 
Christian education. The unique ecumenical nature of 
St Bede’s will be at the forefront of everything we do.
It has been wonderful to see all staff and students 
back at school this week. During the lockdown period 
the empty classrooms and corridors felt very strange 
without our students. All year groups are adapting 
well to this challenging new environment, including 
the one way system, and we will continue to review 
measures taken and improve where necessary. Last 

week we welcomed the new Year 7 cohort along with the 
new Year 12 students who have joined our Sixth Form. 
It is clear that students are settling into life at St Bede’s 
well and we wish them the very best as they start a new 
chapter in their lives.
Our school values of belonging, determination and 
service are as important as ever as we manage the 
transition from lockdown to a new way of working 
at school. I am confident that the school community 
will work together and support one another during 
these challenging times. School staff, led by the senior 
leadership team, will continue to provide an inclusive 
community which works hard to value and appreciate 
everyone, without ever losing sight of the common faith 
in Christ.
I look forward to working with all parents and, as 
lockdown measures ease over time, I hope that I get to 
meet many of you at future school events.
God Bless.

Mr A Powell

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Virtual Open Events
We are planning to hold virtual open events for prospective students and parents and will provide 
further information about how to access these on our website. This will include videos that you can 
view at your own convenience and the answers to frequently asked questions.

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Welcoming new Year 7 students
Last Wednesday 330 new Year 7 students joined St Bede’s and we have 

been pleased with their excellent attitude, behaviour and impressive 
navigation skills! The day began with a virtual assembly led by their Head 
of Year, Mrs Wood who encouraged our new recruits to work together, 
support one another and to make the most of this new start. Many 
opportunities lay ahead for this year group over the next seven years 
and we look forward to seeing them flourish within the classroom, in 
extracurricular activities and in their personal development.



Diary
Week 2
Tuesday 15 September
Y11 Maths test
Friday 18 September
INSET day
=========================
Week 1
Monday 21 September
Y7 Reflection days - all week
=========================

Week 2
Tuesday 29 September
Y7, Y11, Y13 Year group photos - 
provisional date
Wednesday 30 September
Y8 1st dose HPV group 1
Friday 2 October
Y13 Geography NEA
Parent newsletter - Issue 2
=========================

Important dates
Monday 5 October
Mental Health Awareness Week
Y13 Geography NEA
Friday 9 October
Y7 Nasal flu vaccination
Y8 1st does HPV group 2
=========================

Important:
Parents are requested to ensure their 
child attends all school days. Please 
regularly check the calendar and key 
dates which are updated with holidays 
and INSET days for this academic 
year. See our sports calendar for team 
fixtures.

Thank you for sending your children back to school 
looking so smart. Any students wearing PE kit must 

only do so on the days that they have PE as there is no 
facility to change clothing. A reminder that the acceptable 
uniform list can be accessed here. If you are replacing 
shoes, ensure that they are plain black leather/leather-like 
shoes that have no logos (including black logos) and no 
white/coloured decorative elements. Hairstyles need to be smart.
Our school shop is now open as normal, however, due to the COVID-19 situation 
we would like to encourage you to place your orders online and simply collect in 
the shop the next day, or ask your child to do so. At present the changing rooms 
remain closed and trying items on is still prohibited. We are also unable to take 
cash payments until further notice.
Thank you for you support.

Uniform and the school shop

Important message
Please can all parents who either drop off 

or pick up their children park considerately 
on Carlton Road. It is important that traffic 
including buses can keep moving at all times. 
Earlier this week traffic came to a standstill due 
to inconsiderate parking. This cannot be a regular 
occurrence. It puts students and other pedestrians 
at unnecessary risk when trying to cross.
We are also conscious that poor parking can have a negative impact on the grass 
areas of Carlton Road. We, as a school, are very keen to have a good relationship 
with local neighbours and this will help ensure that this does continue. Many 
thanks for your support with this.

We would be grateful if you could review your contact detail information 
that you have on Insight. In particular, could you please double check 

your two emergency contact numbers and email addresses.

Updating contact details

Local group 'Scrubs for heroes' 
are seeking some volunteers 

to help make PPE items for 
healthcare workers. With many 
people having returned to work, 
the production of PPE has slowed 
but the requirement is still 
high. If you might be interested 
in helping out, please email 
Stephanie Rainey at 
scrubsforheroes@hotmail.com.

Knitters & sewers needed

As part of our remote education contingency planning for 
a future COVID-19 school closure, we have been looking 

into a number of ways to keep parents/carers updated with the work that has 
been set and completed by their child.
As part of this planning, the school is looking at and running limited trials on 
Google Classroom parental email summaries. On 3 September 2020 you may 
have received an email in error concerning your child and this system, which 
was automatically sent by the admin part of Google called Salamander. Please 
accept our apologies for any confusion caused as it was unexpected and it was 
not clear who was sending the email. We would like to reassure you that this 
was an authorised email from St Bede's School.
Should the Google Classroom parental summary trial prove to be a success, we 
will contact you again to provide more information on how it works and when 
it will be active, along with what to expect as a parent. Please do not expect 
any parental summaries in the meantime.
If you have any queries on this matter please contact the IT department on 
school.studentit@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.

Google Classroom parental 
email summaries

Please remember that the 
Governors' fund is available 

to donate on an ad-hoc basis 
through online payments. The 
school is supported heavily 
by the Governors' fund which 
provides facilities for the 
students that the limited school 
budgets would struggle to cover. 
Any amount you can afford 
would be gratefully received. 
Thank you for your support.

Governors' fund payments

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/189/school-calendar
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/429/sports-calendar
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/180/uniform
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Parent-Donation-Form-Standing-Order-Instruction-Website-20160126-final.pdf?ts=1453815984020
https://www.scopay.com/surreystbedes/?redirect=true


Despite all the turbulence surrounding the A level 
exams we were delighted with the fantastic results 

achieved by our sixth form students this summer. Our 
students were awarded excellent A level grades. Almost 
60% of grades issued were A*-B, with 30% of all grades 
being A*-A. This demonstrates the determination and 
resilience students have shown over the last two years.
We are thrilled to see that so many of our sixth form 
students have got into their first choice university with 
at least three Oxbridge places being secured. Madeleine 
Hobern goes on to study architecture and Niamh Whelan 
will be studying history and politics at Cambridge; while 
Katie Cowcher will be studying chemistry at Oxford. 

Furthermore, we have seven students going on to study 
medicine including Jemima Clarke (Southampton), Lottie 
Drawbridge (Cardiff), Anna Garlick (Cardiff), Zain Qureshi 
(UCL), Sophie Thompson (Exeter), Judith Udoyeh (Hull 
York) and Anna Williams (Southampton).

"I am delighted that so many of our students have 
achieved the outcomes they hoped for both in terms of 
results and destinations after St Bede's. The year group 
made a fantastic contribution to the school and their 
resilience and resolve shone through in some challenging 
times. They leave with our very best wishes." (Mrs Tottey)

Summer 2020 exam results
A level results day

Year 11 students at St Bede’s achieved outstanding 
GCSE results. I am extremely pleased that the 

Government has decided to allow our Year 11 students 
to be given their Centre Assessed Grades. This is what 
our hardworking Year 11 thoroughly deserved. It has 
been a privilege to work with this group of students 
over the past two years as they are most certainly a 
determined and motivated group of young adults. Well 
done to each and every one of them.
There was a very large group of high fliers and this 
included the following students:
Daniel Banthorpe Peters (nine 9s, two 8s); Eleanor 
Booth (three 8s, seven 7s); Madison Burden (three 9s, 
four 8s, four 7s); Ella Butler (four 9s, four 8s, two 7s); 
Giada Chaves De Freitas (twelve 9s); Sasha Cruz-O'Dwyer 
(eight 8s, two 7s); Jessica Dowse (ten 9s); Eavan Dunn 
(seven 8s, three 7s); Lodovico Edwards (eight 9s, two 8s, 
two 7s); Theodore Elliott (two 9s, seven 8s, one 7); Luke 
Gilbert (three 9s, six 8s, two 7s); Ethan Grant (eight 9s, 
two 8s); Imogen Hills (six 8s, four 7s); Jessica Hutson-

Pope (three 9s, seven 8s, one 7); Riya Jethwa (three 9s, 
three 8s, four 7s); Gemma Lovibond (three 9s, six 8s, 
two 7s); Zara Lyth (ten 9s, one 8); Madeleine Man (one 
9, seven 8s, three 7s); Francesca McArdell (four 9s, five 
8s, one 7); Daniel Mills (ten 9s, one 8); Eleanor Milne 
(two 8s, eight 7s); Maisie Neale (three 9s, seven 8s); Lily 
Odhuba (two 9s, eight 8s, one 7); Lucy Parry (three 9s, 
four 8s, three 7s); Alfie Powell (six 9s, two 8s, two 7s); 
Lottie Roessler (eleven 9s); Alexander Salmon (eight 9s, 
three 8s), Samuel Seward (five 9s, five 8s, one 7), Ethan 
Silver (seven 9s, one 8, three 7s), Lauren Spanton (six 8s, 
four 7s), Talia Standen (one 9, two 8s, seven 7s), Jane-
Frances Udoyeh (four 9s, one 8, six 7s), Joely Watkinson 
(nine 8s, two 7s), Josie Williams (one 9, three 8s, six 7s).
I was delighted to see so many Year 11 students at the 
Sixth Form Enrolment Day with more students than ever 
in recent history joining our Sixth Form. I have every 
confidence that they will continue to thrive at St Bede’s 
and I look forward to seeing their successes over the 
next two years.                                                     (Mr Powell)

GCSE results day



JOIN OUR SIXTH FORM 
We welcome students to join our sixth form from any faith or non 

faith background, to be a part of our friendly and strong community

We provide outstanding teaching and have a consistently high 
success rate with students who gain their first choice university place 

including a number at Oxbridge and to study medicine

Excellent support and guidance provided for a successful future

Rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted in January 2017

To find out more about our sixth form facilities, courses and extensive 
opportunities, visit us via our virtual open evening in October or go to 

www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/193/welcome-to-the-sixth-form.

support groups, training sessions and an opportunity 
to talk to other parents who have had/are currently 
experiencing similar challenges. This initiative has been 
running successfully now for two years and I am very 
pleased to confirm that we will continue to run the PwP 
program this year.  However, due to the current COVID 
restrictions and ever changing guidelines, we will now be 
doing this remotely. We are busy planning the program, 
and it is hoped that the majority of sessions will be live, 
with an opportunity for parents to submit questions both 
before and/or after the session. Please bear with us, as 
there is likely to be some ‘trial and error’ along the way. 
Finally, it has come to the schools attention, by various 
means, that there is currently a video circulating on 
TikTok, which is entirely inappropriate and distressing 
for anyone to view. Allegedly it shows a man committing 
suicide but has been edited to appear to be videos 
showing puppies. Please avoid viewing this video and be 
aware that it is possible that if your child or their friends 
use TikTok they may have already unwittingly seen this, 
or be exposed to it in the near future. We are told that it 
is regularly being removed by TikTok. For ParentZone tips 
about TikTok watch this link.

Support available
We are acutely aware that the current climate 

has resulted in a significant increase in mental 
health issues and anxiety in our young people. This is 
something that we are passionate about supporting and 
we have taken extra steps to ensure that there is more 
therapeutic support available in school for our students 
this year.  Please note that due to high demand, it is 
likely that we will have to prioritise cases as we envisage 
that these additional measures will be very “popular”. 
As you will be aware, external agencies are struggling 
to cope with the current level of need, however, where 
necessary and appropriate, the school will of course 
continue to make referrals. Included here are documents 
created by school, listing links to internal and external 
resources to help guide and inform you of the support 
currently on offer for your child/ren and family. Please 
note that if you have any safeguarding concerns to 
report, these should be directly to your childs Head of 
Year in the first instance.

Partnership with Parents (PwP) 
PwP was introduced to further increase the 
level of pastoral support for our children 
and families by offering effective strategies, 

We are delighted to welcome our new 
Year 12 cohort. They all seem to 

have settled in well and there is a great 
atmosphere in the sixth form. It is great to 
see old friendships strengthened and new 
ones forming. They will be joined next week 
by Year 13. 

New Year 12s

Attendance
The school expects all students to attend school all of 

the time. When this is not possible (for example, due 
to illness), we do require the parents to inform the school 
on every day of absence and provide medical evidence 
such as a doctor's appointment card/letter, or copy of any 
prescriptions. The school is only ever allowed to authorise 
absence in advance for 'exceptional circumstances', and 
parents must complete an 'Application for leave of absence' 
form at least two weeks in advance of the requested 
absence this form can be found on the school website 
www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk. In line with current COVID-19 
legislation there are some circumstances where students 
cannot attend school due to coronavirus (COVID-19) and 
these are detailed in this document. 
We would like to remind you that a penalty notice will 
be issued to parents/carers where a child is taken out of 

school, during term time, for five days or more without the 
authority of the member of SLT in charge of attendance. 
Each parent is liable to receive a penalty notice for each 
child from the Local Authority. Currently, the amount 
payable on issue of a Penalty Notice is £60 per parent/
carer per child if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice, 
rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days. If 
the Penalty Notice is not paid within 28 days, the Local 
Authority must consider a prosecution against the parent/
carer for failing to ensure regular school attendance under 
Section 444 Education Act 1996.
The Government classifies any student whose attendance 
(both authorised and unauthorised) drops below 90% 
as 'persistently absent'. Please check your child's Insight 
account to monitor their attendance. Please refer to the full 
Attendance Policy for further details, which can be found on 
the school website.

2021 
entry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0xXCg2s0YM&feature=youtu.be&utm_source=Parent+Zone+Newsletter&utm_campaign=8d69b7e6bf-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_30_03_33_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1ee27d9000-8d69b7e6bf-179245361
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0xXCg2s0YM&feature=youtu.be&utm_source=Parent+Zone+Newsletter&utm_campaign=8d69b7e6bf-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_30_03_33_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1ee27d9000-8d69b7e6bf-179245361
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Absence-request-form-v1-20171215.pdf?ts=1599729332059
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Information-regarding-pupils-not-attending-in-circumstances-related-to-coronavirus-COVID-19.pdf?ts=1599729461929
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Attendance-policy-202002-202202.pdf?ts=1599729525469
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/

