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Headlines 
I am extremely pleased that the 

beginning of this new academic 
year has started so well. As I have 
dropped into lessons it is clear that 
there is a strong sense of purpose. 
All year groups are focused and have 

a positive attitude towards learning. 
It has been great to see our new Year 7s 

and 12s settle into life at St Bede’s and they 
already feel part of the St Bede’s community. We are 
increasing our extra-curricular provision and hope that 
we will be able to continue to do this throughout the 
year.
At St Bede’s we strive to provide an outstanding 
inclusive Christian education where common faith and 
values are celebrated. The Christian ethos permeates 
everything that we do living out our values of 
belonging, education, determination, excellence and 
service. We complement this by the Gospel values of 
charity, love, forgiveness, humility and prayer. We will 
ensure that this is at the heart of everything we do.
I wish to congratulate every student who was in Years 
11 and 13 last year. It was without doubt a challenging, 
disrupted and tiring year for them all. I am extremely 
proud of their achievements and they deserve every 
success for the future. It goes without saying that 
students in both year groups worked incredibly hard to 
achieve the grades they were awarded.
We are thrilled to see that so many of our sixth form 
students have got into their first choice university 
including Oxbridge, medicine and veterinary science 
places being secured. A level students who received 
three As and above are: Thomas Abell, Elissa Ashton, 
Sarah Bowen, Mia Bristow, Daniel Burke, Matthew 

Burnham, Hannah Campbell-Gil, Artur Chtchyan, 
Dan Coldrey, Alicia Courtney-Walker, Lizzie Coveney, 
Sophie Emeny, Miles Fisher, Rachel Gallagher, 
Summer Harrison, Caitlin Harwood, Ailish Hennessy, 
Jason Jackop, Hannah Lees, Ella Lumsden, Manon 
Margerand-Ferre, Debbie Ogunsanwo, Halle Okoye, 
Amelia O'Leary, Sophie Sanford, Elliott Scrase, Helesha 
Sharma, Robert Sharpe, Alan Stephen, Molly Stevens, 
Benjamin Wood.
Year 11 results were equally impressive with so many 
students achieving top grades. There was a very large 
group of high fliers who received ten or more grades 
9-7 and this included the following pupils: Bryan Abi 
Karam, Mia Atkins, Chloe Beggs, Felicity Bridger, 
Sophie-Elise Bridger, George Burgess, Nina Cronin, 
Joshua Crossley, Dominic Doyle, Finn Elliott, Shaun 
English, Rachel Fearon, Erin Fenton, Hannah Flaherty, 
James Fowler, Imogen Gregory, Olivia Harrison, Bethan 
Jones, Toby Leighton, Melissa Maiklem, Hannah 
McEleney, Bronwen Nelstrop, Khushee Patel, Arleena 
Paul, Abigail Rayner, Jessica Robinson, Holly Saunders, 
Alvy Sawyer, Joshua Shortridge, Leo Smith, Samuel 
Solomons, Amelia Thompson, Jessica Turner.
I was delighted to see so many Year 11 students at the 
Sixth Form Enrolment Day and I have every confidence 
that they will continue to thrive at St Bede’s and I look 
forward to seeing their successes over the next two 
years.
I look forward to working with all parents and carers 
this year and I hope that I get to meet many of you at 
school events in the near future. Thank you for all your 
continued support.
God Bless.

Mr A Powell, Headteacher

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental feedback
"As our eldest son has just received his fantastic A Level results and is about to embark on his next step at his 
chosen university and our younger son has just received his excellent GCSE results and is planning to continue 
at St Bedes Sixth Form, we wanted to say a huge thank you to you and your amazing team at St Bedes for all the 
incredible hard work and dedication over the years and especially in the last 18 months." 

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE



Diary
Dates to note
Saturday 18 September
Y11 DofE training
Tuesday 21 September
Y8 virtual parents' information eve
Wednesday 22 September
Y11 human geography fieldtrip
Y11 Parents' evening (1)
Thursday 23 September
Y11 Parents' evening (2)
Friday 24 September
Y13 UCAS references deadline
Y7 Reflection Walk (1)
Sat 25 & Sun 26 September
Y11 DofE practice expedition
27 Sept-1 Oct and 4-8 Oct
Open mornings
Monday 27 September
Y7 Reflection Walk (2)
Y11 human geography fieldtrip
Tuesday 28 September
Y7 Reflection Walk (3)
Y9 virtual parents' information eve
Wednesday 29 September
Y10 virtual parents' information eve
Thursday 30 September
Y7 Reflection Walk (4)
Y7 meet the tutor evening
Friday 1 October
Y11 human geography fieldtrip
_______________________

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding concern 
about a young person during 
a weekend or school holiday, 
please note that school staff are 
unavailable to respond to emails 
during those times. Therefore, 
for support please find contact 
information for Surrey Children's 
Services at the bottom of all 
school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please go to 
www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/
support-and-safeguarding

Yesterday (Thursday 16 
September) was Jeans for 

Genes Day and Year 7 students 
came to school wearing jeans 
to raise money and awareness 
of those living with a genetic 
disorder. The Jeans for Genes 
charity provide information, help 
people share their experiences 
and raise money to support those 
struggling.
Each year we hold a number of mufti days (minimum 6) where students wear 
their own clothes or clothes on a theme eg. hello yellow or whole school film 
day in RAG Week. These days are organised to raise money and awareness for a 
number of different charities or 'causes' and we ask students to give a minimum 
contribution of £1 for each day. Last year, due to Covid-19 restrictions, we 
arranged for the money to be donated in one lump sum via our online system, 
then the money is divided equally across the various charities throughout the 
year. We found that this was a really easy way for parents/carers to donate and 
we received a great response. Further information on mufti donations will be 
sent out to parents via Insight. 
Thank you for your support.

Jeans for Genes Day

Covid-19 home testing
A reminder that we have reverted to home self testing, with kits having been 

issued to students this week during tutor time. A couple of things to note:
• Test twice weekly eg Monday and 

Thursday before coming to school.
• These tests require both throat 

and nasal swabs - please read the 
instructions if you are unsure.

• These tests are for people who 
are asymptomatic (showing no 
symptoms).

• If your child has symptoms, you 
must book a PCR test and please do 
not send them in to school.

• If you miss the opportunity to test 

on a specific day, simply take it at 
the next opportunity.

• Once a test has been taken, you 
must report it to school via Test 
Register and to the NHS.

• In the case of a positive result, 
please book a confirmatory PCR test 
within two days and follow the most 
recent guidance on self-isolation. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-
and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-
and-what-to-do/

Thank you for helping to keep our community safe.

Please could all parents who drop off at or collect from 
school be aware of the following. We are very grateful 

to parents who already do this. Please could you:
DROP OFF/PICK UP in a safe place a bit further away 
from school to prevent causing congestion and a hazard to other drivers, 
students and other pedestrians. 
TURNAROUND in a safe place further along the road and never directly outside 
the school, in neighbours' driveways or in the roads leading into and out of the 
school.
PARK considerately when waiting outside the neighbouring houses, preferably a 
bit further away from school to avoid congestion and avoid blocking driveways.
Thank you in advance.

Driving safely
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
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Important update to uniform policy
St Bede’s is championing the right of students 

to embrace hair texture and style as a form of 
expressing their identity. In celebration of our diverse 
student body we echo the sentiment of 'The Halo Code' 
fighting against hair discrimination in schools. 
We acknowledge that Afro-textured hair is an important 
part of our students’ racial, ethnic, cultural, and 
religious identities, and requires specific styling for hair 
health and maintenance. We welcome Afro-textured 

hair worn in all styles including, but not limited to, afros, 
locs, twists, braids, cornrows, fades, straightened hair. 
We are a Christian community built on an ethos of 
equality and respect and at this school we recognise and 
celebrate our students’ identities. 
This year we have also made a small but significant 
change to our uniform policy, allowing a plain white 
or blue shirt and school tie to be worn with the school 
skirt.

Open Events 2021-22
We aim to hold our annual main school Open Evening in July 2022 for September 2023 students. 

For current Year 6 students only (September 2022 entry) we are holding a series of Open 
Mornings during the weeks of 

27 September - 1 October 2021
4 October - 8 October 2021

Spaces are limited and by appointment only. 
Parents/Carers and their Year 6 child will be able to 
view the school during the normal working day and 

the tour will end with a 10 minute talk in the hall by a member of the senior leadership team.
Open Morning bookings can only be made via this Eventbrite link. 

Our virtual open events are available to view on our website - please click here.

Sixth Form Open Evening
We are pleased to be able to hold a Sixth Form Open Evening for 

St Bede's Year 11 students only (for September 2022 entry) 
on Thursday 14 October at 7.00-8.30pm.

(Arrangements for external candidates will be made at a later date.)
Students and their parents/carers will have the opportunity to talk to subject teachers and 

current sixth form students as well as view the sixth form facilities.
More information on this will be sent via Insight to Year 11 students and parents/carers.

Welcoming new students and staff
We were delighted to be able to 

welcome new Year 7 students 
in school as 'normal' on their first day. 
It has been heartening to see them 
settle in so quickly, making friends 
and finding their way around school 
easily. We have a number of new 
members of staff, some of whom are 

Year 7 tutors so they are all working together to help 
become accustomed to life at St Bede's. 
It was impressive how 
well students conducted 
themselves when they 
came in for testing prior 
to starting the autumn 
term. It helped to make the 
process very smooth.

We were also pleased to be able to welcome new 
Year 12 students in school for their Enrolment Day 

on 31 August for their introduction into the sixth form 
and course confirmation. Students enjoyed a barbeque 
organised by the senior students.
This week senior students coordinated team building 
for the new Year 12s during their citizenship lesson 
with students 
attempting to 
create a fashion 
show out of 
a number of 
household items. 
It's fair to say that 
they may not make 
it to the catwalk!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/open-mornings-2021-tickets-170124124837
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/4516/virtual-open-events-year-7-entry


Join our sixth form 
External candidates can view our virtual open event videos on our website.

We welcome students to join our sixth form from any faith or non faith 
background, to be a part of our friendly and strong community

We provide outstanding teaching and have a consistently high success rate 
with students who gain their first choice university place including a number 

at Oxbridge and to study medicine
Excellent support and guidance provided for a successful future

Application deadline 1 December 2021. See our website for details. www.st-
bedes.surrey.sch.uk 193/welcome-to-the-sixth-form

Thinking about teaching?
Get into teaching information seminar at St Bede's School
Tuesday 5 October 2021 9.30am-11.30am
If you would like to find out more about this amazing profession then come along to our 
Information Seminar where you will be able to:
• Gain a better understanding of the routes into teaching, funding options and gaining school experience.
• Learn about teacher training with the i2i Teaching Partnership SCITT, our locations across Surrey, Hampshire, 

Berkshire and Middlesex, and how to apply.
• Enjoy a tour of the school to see inspirational teaching in action.
• Opportunity to ask questions, meet our representatives and chat to a current trainee.
For further information on when the next webinars will take place and to book your space please visit the i2i website 
events page at https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events

Support with eating disorders
We are sharing information about the 'Tastelife' 

course; an accredited, free, eight session course 
(beginning 30 September) of weekly two hour group 
sessions for sufferers of eating disorders and their 
carers or supporters. It is run by trained volunteers, 
many of whom have personal experience of eating 
disorders, in one way or another. The course has been 
running across the UK over recent years successfully and 
is now available in this area. 

The course is educational 
and supportive and 
encourages a self-help 
approach that works. Click 
here for more information 
and how to book.
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teaching, discussion, stories of recovery and tools for life 
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caterham@tastelifeuk.org 
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