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Headlines 
Over the last week I have been able 

to drop into assemblies and lessons 
and I have been very impressed with the 
attitude, behaviour and effort shown by 
our students. They have begun the new 
academic year extremely well and I have 

been equally impressed with the high quality 
teaching taking place in classrooms. Everyone is 

back in full swing! 
The start of a new school year enables all of us within the 
St Bede’s community to remind ourselves of our Christian 
Mission Statement and our school values. We strive to 
provide ‘Christian education at its best’ embracing the values 
of Belonging, Education, Determination, Excellence and 
Service (BEDES). The ethos of St Bede's is a shared Christian 
faith which values and celebrates our unique identity. We 
celebrate and explore the different Christian traditions that 
make up our school as well as gain a better understanding of 
our own denomination.  
We seek to explore our faith within an inclusive community 
which works hard to appreciate everyone, without ever 
losing sight of our common faith in Christ. We look to live 
out the Gospel values of charity, love, forgiveness, humility 
and prayer. We believe “Nothing is impossible with God” 
(Luke 1:37) and our embodiment of this is supported by all 
members of the St Bede’s community.  
With our new Year 7 and 12 students joining the school it 
has enabled students and staff at St Bede’s to showcase  
the strong sense of belonging and shared Christian faith 
we have here. I have seen students make sure that new 
members of the school community get to the right classroom 
and they have tried to make everyone feel welcome. Our 
Chaplaincy team consists of Reverend Anna (Anglican), Mrs 
Persaud (Catholic) and Mrs Hedderley (Free Church). It has 
been lovely to see them develop high profiles around the 
school including at break and lunch times interacting with 
students. They play a vital role in creating and supporting our 
community and they instil the school value of belonging.  
Wishing you all a good weekend.
God bless.

Mr A Powell, Headteacher

Belonging Education Determination Excellence Service

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Year 11 parental feedback
"Firstly, huge congratulations to you and your staff on 
an excellent set of results for both GCSE and A level. The 
uncertainty of exams and Covid must have been incredibly 
stressful throughout this past year. I can honestly say we 
would not have survived the year without your dedicated 
staff. The kindness shown by teachers who have gone 
above and beyond with their support."

ParentNewsletter

Welcoming New Year 7s
The new Year 7 cohort have started their journey at 

St Bede’s in splendid fashion and they have made an 
excellent impression on the staff that they have met so 
far. It was exciting to see them come into the grounds 
wearing their smart uniforms with a great sense of 
pride in joining their new school.
We began our first day with assembly and they listened 
attentively as we explained what awaited them and 
also what we expect of them in the coming years. The 
message of “be the best version of yourself that you can 
be” has started well and I am certain that it will carry 
on that way. The form tutors have been incredible over 
the first few days and, under their guidance, this year 
group will start to blossom in the very near future; it is 
fantastic to see the increase in confidence over just a 
few days.

Mr D Mason



In July, Mr Blount and Mrs Summers Wheelan toured Churchill College in Cambridge 
with a group of fantastic Year 10 students. It was a truly inspiring day, listening to Sandy 

(Student admissions), student ambassadors and eating a great two course lunch! The 
students asked great questions, were fun to be with and are now even more motivated to 
achieve excellence. The main take-home message is that the main key unlocking admission 
to one of the most prestigious Uni's in the world is academic excellence and not the 
stereotypical discriminators such as class, wealth, school etc. In order to leave the door 
open for top universities 
like Oxbridge and the 
Russell Group Universities 
visit https://www.
informedchoices.ac.uk/. Year 
11 is a key decision making 
year and this website will 
help preparation ahead of 
St Bede's Sixth Form open 
evening on Thursday 13 
October.

Year 10 Cambridge visit

Diary
Dates to note
Monday 12 September
Y8 HPV vaccination
Tuesday 13 September
Y7 parents' welcome evening
Friday 16 September
Y13 biology field trip to 
   Pagham Harbour
17 & 18 September
Y10 DofE practice expedition
Tuesday 20 September
Y8 parents' info evening
Thursday 22 September
Y11 parents' info evening
22, 23, 26, 28 September
Y7 reflection walks
Friday 23 September
Y7 Jeans for Genes Day
Tuesday 27 September
Y11 human geography field trip
Y9 parents' info evening
Wednesday 28 September
Y10 parents' info evening
Thursday 29 September
Y11 human geography field trip
Y7 meet the tutor evening
29 & 30 September
Open mornings
Friday 30 September
Parent Newsletter (Issue 2)

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

Open Mornings
A reminder that we are holding two open mornings 

on Thursday 29 and Friday 30 September for 
parents/carers and their children, who will be applying 

for 2023 entry, to come in 
and view the school during a 
normal working day. Please 
see our website for details. No 
appointments/bookings are 
necessary.

Sixth Form Open Evening
Our Sixth Form Open Evening this 

year will be held on Thursday 
13 October between 7.00-8.30pm. 
We welcome students from all 
schools and backgrounds along with 
their parents/carers to take a tour 

of the facilities, speak to teachers and students and find out more 
about all that is on offer here at the St Bede's Sixth Form. Other local further education 
open events will be shared via the student bulletin.

Cricketing success!
Huge congratulations to the U13 Reigate Priory T20 girls 

cricket team, of which Sophie Bellew in Year 9 was the 
Captain. In August, the team became national champions in 
the finals competition which took place in Chester making 
them the best club team in the country at their age group. 
They became South East regional cup winners just after 

school finished in July. The top four 
girls cricket teams in the country 
played each other in a semi final and final on the same day. They 
beat a team from Yorkshire and a team from Plymouth to win.
Sophie plays cricket for the club, also for St Bede's boys team and 
is one of very few state school girls in the Surrey county girls set 
up. Well done Sophie!

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/173/calendar
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/857/calendar-sports-fixtures
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/171/latest-news/post/71/september-open-mornings


We are thrilled with the success achieved by our sixth 
form students in this summer’s A level and Cambridge 

Technical awards. Each and every one of them should be 
proud of their achievements especially as the last two years 
have brought so much disruption and many challenges 
to their education. The excellent results achieved this 
summer are the final product of so much hard work and 
determination shown by St Bede’s Sixth Form students.  
Almost 70% of students achieved grades A*-B with well over 
36% of results being either an A* or A grade.  

The majority of our sixth form students have got into 
their first choice university with at least three Oxbridge 
places being secured. Daniel Mills goes on to study Anglo-
Saxon, Norse and Celtic at Cambridge; while Ethan Grant 
(mathematics and statistics) and Lottie Roessler (medicine) 
go on to study at Oxford. We look forward to celebrating 
the successes of our Year 13 students formally in December; 
until then we wish them the very best whether that be going 
to university or taking up an apprenticeship or employment.

A level results day

Time in class is one of the most precious sources of 
education for students at school. This year saw students 

achieving the best results ever. 
Good attendance is considered to be better than 95%. 5% 
absence is around 10 days off a year and 90% attendance 
equates to nearly four weeks absence from school. Look 
how important attendance is for students to achieve their 
potential at St Bede’s.
• 48% of grades achieved by students who attended 95% 

of the time were Grade 7-9 
• Students with 95% attendance achieved on average 1.5 

grades higher in maths than those who attended school 
80-90%.

• Students with 95% attendance achieved on average 1 
grade higher in English than those who attended school 
80-90%.

• Students with 95% attendance 
achieved on average nearly 1 
grade more progress in each 
subject compared to those 
who attended 80-90%.

• 90% of students who attended 95% of the time 
achieved at least a grade 4 in English and Maths 
compared to 60% of those with less than 90% 
attendance.

• 82% of students who attended 95% of the time achieved 
at least a grade 5 in English and Maths compared to 
36% of those with less than  90% attendance.

Resilience is a skill learned and practised every day 
regardless of what year your child is in. We recognise and 
are grateful for the partnership effort required to raise a 
child. Showing up to school is vital for students to realise 
their potential. 

How attendance affects results

St Bede’s Year 11 students have achieved incredible 
GCSE results this summer.  The school has achieved its 

best ever results and we are particularly pleased with the 
achievements in English and maths. We are immensely 
proud of every student within this year group as they have 
all shown great resilience and character and thoroughly 
deserve this success.  
Our headline figures include 92% of students achieving a 
grade 4 or above in English and 92% achieving the same in 
maths. Well over 40% of results achieved by our students 

this summer were the top grades of 9-7. Results right across 
the curriculum are incredibly strong. Year 11 thoroughly 
deserve this success and despite all the challenges which 
they have experienced they have achieved the best ever 
GCSE results in the school’s history.  
We would like to congratulate Year 11 on their GCSE success 
this summer as well as thank each and every teacher who 
went above and beyond to support students and ultimately 
help them achieve these fantastic results.

GCSE Results day



Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Final Expedition
On Saturday 3 July we met 72 Year 10 (current Year 

11) students at Reigate Heath ready to start their 
final expedition. The students met their assessors for 
the weekend, collected their stoves and tents and were 
debriefed about their aims, health and safety and checked 
their route for the weekend. The students then left and 
headed to the final destination for the day at Henfold 
Ponds. The students were amazing demonstrating fantastic 
teamwork, navigational skills as well as cooking an amazing 
array of pasta dishes, hot dogs , couscous and rice ready 

for the next day of the expedition. Sunday was a much 
more challenging day as the students navigated themself 
across the Surrey Hills in the direction of Ranmore. The only 
way was up and students were fantastic in encouraging 
each other up that final steep slope to get to the welcome 
finish site at Ranmore. Myself and Mr Kreuchen were so 
impressed with the resilience, team work, good nature 
as well as sense of humour that they all showed on their 
assessed expedition. Congratulations to all who took part.

Miss A Maile, DofE Coordinator

In July, Year 10 (our current Year 11) were introduced to the 
world of work with a day of hands-on experience organised 

by Young Enterprise. In sweltering heat, teams had to come 
up with a business idea, budget, marketing campaign and 
then pitch their final presentation to a group of experts. 
On so many levels this was a jump into the unknown and 
presented a number of challenges in learning to work as a 
team, managing a budget and then having to 'sell' their ideas 
to an expectant audience.
The results were impressive and feedback from the 
organisers was equally effusive.
Lynne Skinner who was leading the day said "It really was 
one of the very best days I have ever spent with my 14 years 

at Young Enterprise, the Year 10 students at St Bede's were 
amazing, focussed, hard working, thoroughly engaged in 
the project, therefore, a true credit to the school and their 
families."
The winning teams not only managed a really professional 
pitch, which they imparted to two packed venues with 
confidence and humour, but one had even created an 
interactive, working app in order to promote their business 
to a global audience. There are clearly some budding 
entrepreneurs in the making!

Ms S Sharp, Head of Year 11

Year 10 Enterprise Day

Attendance notice
A reminder to parents/carers that if they take their 

children out of school without authority for five or 
more days (which do not have to be consecutive), they will 
be liable to receive a penalty notice.
Currently the amount payable under a penalty notice 
is £60.00 per parent/carer per child if paid within 21 
days. Thereafter the amount increases to £120.00 if paid 
between 21 and 28 days. If the penalty notice remains 

unpaid after 28 days, the Local Authority will consider a 
prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Please note that 
penalty notices are issued per parent/carer per child so a 
family of two parents and two children will receive four 
penalty notices.
For more information about attendance, please visit our 
website https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/91/key-
informationpolicies/category/19/attendance.

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/91/key-informationpolicies/category/19/attendance
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/91/key-informationpolicies/category/19/attendance


Year 12 Higher Education day
On Tuesday 19 July, Year 12 (current Year 13) took part 

in HE Day. The day continued sixth form provision 
covering all opportunities for post 18 Higher Education, 
including how to utilise the UCAS website, University Life 
and how to find and apply for apprenticeships. Students 
were given time to explore and familiarise themselves 
with the many useful resources, search and tracking tools 
available on the UCAS website. Suffolk University provided 

a fun, interactive escape room which saw students solving 
clues about university life, including course insights and 
the university calendar. Sue Taylor from the Association 
of Learning Providers in Surrey, spoke to students about 
everything involved in applying for an apprenticeship. Sue 
regularly sends St Bede's the latest apprenticeships on offer 
in the Surrey area and these can be accessed by students 
via the weekly Careers Bulletin. 

At the beginning of the autumn term we review our 
extra-curricular activities to give new staff and students 

the chance to settle into their new timetables and to ensure 
we give all new staff the opportunity to offer to run a 
club, either at lunch time or after school. With such a wide 
range of staff and students we feel it is important to have a 
variety of activities so that there is something for everyone. 
Monday sees the start of sports clubs including Year 7/8 
netball and boys basketball, and Year 9-11 girls football. A 
full list of PE clubs (click here) will be shared in the student 
bulletin on Monday and includes rugby and football for 
both boys and girls as well as external clubs cheerleading 
and archery. Sports fixtures will also be shared, but can be 

found on the website 
sports calendar.
On Thursday 15 
September the 
library will begin 
their lunchtime book 
club, whilst student 
led Dungeons and 
Dragons club will take place after school. Music clubs will 
start from Monday 19 September as well as Debate club.
As soon as the full list of clubs is finalised, we will publish it 
on the school website and inform parents/carers.

Extra-curricular clubs and activities

It was wonderful to welcome our new Year 12 on enrolment day last week and we 
are thrilled to see returning students and meet some new faces too. It is an exciting 

time to join the Sixth Form and there is a fantastic buzz in school this week.
I had the pleasure of addressing the whole Sixth Form in assembly on Tuesday, starting 
the year as we mean to go on, with encouraging messages and some lighthearted 
challenges. We have also launched our enrichment and leadership opportunities this 
week, as well as hosted a breakfast for our external students on Thursday morning. 
We are already extremely impressed with our Year 12 students and know they will 
seize every opportunity available to them over the next two years!

Mrs A Woodroofe, Head of Sixth Form

Welcoming New Year 12s

We are sharing information about the next 'Tastelife' 
course; an accredited, free, eight session course 

(beginning 29 September 2022) of weekly two hour group 
sessions for sufferers of eating disorders and their carers or 
supporters. It is run by trained volunteers, many of whom 
have personal experience of eating disorders, in one way 
or another. The course has been running across the UK 

over recent years successfully and is 
now available in this area. The course 
is educational and supportive and 
encourages a self-help approach that 
works. Click here for more information 
and how to book.

Tastelife - breaking free from eating disorders

is food
ruling
your life?

breaking free
from eating
disorders
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www.tastelifeuk.org

www.tastelife.org

8 session course for sufferes of eating disorders, their friends, or those who care for them

teaching, discussion, stories of recovery and tools for life 

Thursday, 30 September 2021
CATERHAM

Sara Windsor/Rebecca Ward

caterham@tastelifeuk.org 

https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/PE-Extra-curricular-Sept-Oct-22.pdf?ts=1662723811099
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/tastelife-course-promo-29-sept-2022.png?ts=1662537429656
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/tastelife-course-promo-29-sept-2022.png?ts=1662537429656

