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Headlines 
It has been wonderful to see 

Year 7 settle into St Bede’s so 
well. The attitude, behaviour 
and effort demonstrated by this 
year group has been fantastic. 

It is very clear that this cohort 
of students has huge potential. 

Recently, Year 7 spent some time with our three 
chaplains who represent each of the Christian 
traditions which form St Bede’s.  
Our chaplaincy team now consists of Reverend Anna 
Moore (Anglican), Haneefa Persaud (Catholic) and 
Elise Hedderley (Free Church). It has been lovely to 
see them develop high profiles around the school 
including at break and lunch times interacting with 
students and staff. I quite often see the chapel busy 
with students working with and seeking support from 
our chaplains. They play a vital role in creating and 
supporting our community and they instil the school 
value of belonging.  

Part of the Year 7 Reflection days included looking at 
what the Bible says about community. Listening to the 
chaplains explain the meaning of 1 Corinthians 12:14-26 
reinforced the importance of every individual student 
at this school.  It is very true that St Bede’s would not be 
the school it is if we had one student or staff member 
missing. Our chaplains encouraged Year 7 to not be 
afraid to be who God made them to be and to celebrate 
and appreciate each other and what they bring to the 
body of St Bede’s.
I would like to share with you a prayer which the 
chaplains read to our Year 7s:
Dear Jesus, thank you for placing us all at St Bede’s.  
Please help us to understand that we were meant to  
be here and that we are a part of one beautiful school 
community. Thank you that we belong to your body and 
that we can all be called Children Of God. Help us to see 
you in each other and to work towards being the best 
that we can be.
Amen.

Mr A Powell

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental feedback
"I just want to say how enormously grateful we are to you and your team for managing the transition 
'back to school' through such challenging times so brilliantly. It must be a logistical nightmare! 
Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive both from pupils and parents." (Year 10 parent)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Year 7 Reflection days
The Reflection days went ahead in a slightly different format this year, due to 

the current restrictions in place, nevertheless, they were still beneficial and 
enjoyable to all involved.
Each group had a two hour session looking in more detail at Belonging, one of 
our five values. The chaplains delivered an interactive session which included 
groups making their own celtic cross, decorated with each student's initials and 
writing prayers on Belonging. The session finished with some team games which 
highlighted those more competitive within the year group!
Mrs Wood loved spending time with our newest year group and getting to know 
some more names!

Virtual
Open Event 
information
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Diary
Week 1
Monday 5 October
Mental Health Awareness Week
Friday 9 October
Y13 Geography NEA
#HelloYellow mufti day
Y7 Nasal flu vaccination
Y8 1st dose HPV group 2
Saturday 10 October
World Mental Health Day
=========================

Week 2
Monday 12 October
Y13 Biology fieldtrip
Tuesday 13 October
Sixth form literature distributed 
to Year 11 students and 
available on our website
Thursday 15 October
Sixth form virtual open videos 
available on our website
=========================

Important dates
Thursday 22 October
Y13 Parents' evening - TBC
26-30 October
Half term break
=========================

Important:
Parents are requested to ensure their 
child attends all school days. Please 
regularly check the calendar and key 
dates which are updated with holidays 
and INSET days for this academic 
year. See our sports calendar for team 
fixtures.

A new look for Citizenship and PSHE
September saw the introduction of the new statutory guidance for 

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) in schools. At St Bede’s we have 
always placed a great emphasis on the personal development of our students 
and we were already covering the majority of the content through Citizenship 
and PSHE lessons, Flexible Learning Days and assemblies. This term we will be 
implementing our new curriculum. Your role as parents/carers and the ‘first 
teachers of your children’ is key. In order 
to work in partnership with you, we will be 
publishing our Citizenship and PSHE topics 
each term, with a range of links to websites 
and activities that can be used at home to 
support the learning and development of your 
children. Click here for the first edition of our 
publication.

In March and September our Year 13 geographers would usually visit the 
Isle of Wight or Dorset for four days to carry out fieldwork for their NEA. 

Due to the current restrictions we have not been able to do this. On Monday 
21 September, we welcomed two tutors from the Leeson House Field Study 
Centre near Swanage to help us prepare for our day trips to either Highcliffe/
Barton-on-sea or Boscombe on 2 or 9 October. Our students enjoyed a full 
day of geography, learning more about the two places and developing their 
investigation titles and data collection techniques. We are looking forward to 
two successful days of fieldwork which will culminate in a project worth 20% of 
the A level qualification.

Year 13 Geography NEA

Just a few important reminders 
to parents/carers.
1. All school visitors, including 

parents, MUST be pre-agreed 
and booked. No one will 
be admitted who turns up 
without a prior arrangement.

2. We have recently had 
some parents going to the 
SIMS office (where the old 
reception used to be). Please 
do not do this. If you have a 
query, email or call us in the 
first instance.

3. We cannot accept anything 
at reception on behalf of 
students. Please ensure 
students are fully equipped 
for their whole school day.

We are doing everything we can 
to help keep our community 
safe and we thank you for your 
cooperation and understanding.

Reminders to parents

A good deed done!
It is always heartwarming to hear stories of charitable 

fundraising undertaken by our students. In August a 
Year 7 student, Lucas Drage, along with his friend from 
another school, did a sponsored run to raise money for 
the Renewed Hope Trust for which they managed to 
raise £320 together. Lucas used his part to buy food for 
the foodbank, who said that it would feed 70 families 
for a week! He then went along to the foodbank and 
helped put the shopping away. Well done Lucas!
For more information about the Renewed Hope Trust, visit their website 
www.renewedhope.org.uk.

Sixth form 
virtual 
open videos 
and literature will 
be available on our 
website from Thursday 
15 October. Please 
go to our website for 
more information.

We are really pleased to be able to share our 
virtual open event videos and frequently 

asked questions with prospective Year 7 parents/
carers for September 2021 entry to help you with 
your secondary school choice. We hope 
you find these helpful. 
Click here to view our virtual event 
videos and frequently asked questions

Virtual Open Events

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/189/school-calendar
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/429/sports-calendar
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/CZ-PSHE-Update-20201002.pdf?ts=1601554351070
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/CZ-PSHE-Update-20201002.pdf?ts=1601554351070
http://www.renewedhope.org.uk
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/193/welcome-to-the-sixth-form
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/193/welcome-to-the-sixth-form
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/193/welcome-to-the-sixth-form
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/4516/virtual-open-events
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/4516/virtual-open-events
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/4516/virtual-open-events


I would like to thank students and 
parents/carers for making me 
feel welcome at St Bede’s. I am 
thoroughly enjoying working with 
Years 10 and 11 and they are proving 
to be a great group of students 

with huge potential. Part of my role 
is to oversee Pupil Voice across all 

year groups. Working alongside the sixth form senior 
students, I will make sure that Pupil Voice plays an 
important role in the development of St Bede’s.
I want to offer our students the opportunity to be 
part of leading change and making progress in relation 
to matters of social injustice, charity and learning in 
school. Furthermore, I am determined to ensure that 
we include student feedback when we review our 
Covid-19 measures. Like all staff at St Bede’s, I want 
students to feel safe at school and to be happy in their 
learning environment.
Pupil Voice will begin 
formally next week. 
We will be led by the 
voices of students and 
consequently we will 
seek to embed change 
for the good rather than 
just raise awareness temporarily. In the meantime I 
have been asking students in Year 7-11 the following 
questions: How do you feel in school? Does it feel like 
there is a global pandemic going on? Do you feel safe at 
school? What do you enjoy at school?

I have enjoyed listening to students over the last few 
weeks and it is very clear 
that they are happy 
to be at school and 
enjoying their lessons. 
There were a number of 
students who said they 
felt safe due to all the 
hand sanitiser available 
and because students were then expected to wear a 
face covering at the end of the day. Students enjoyed 
being back with their friends, which is so important 
for their emotional and social development. Students 
also mentioned they felt safe because they were in 
a ‘bubble’. However, one thing they suggested was 
to wear a face covering during lesson changeover, 
because communal areas such as corridors can get 
quite crowded. We have listened to students, reflected 
on observations surrounding Covid-19 measures and 
taken action.
It is good that students are conscious of the situation 
and also great that they feel safe enough to get on with 
'business as usual', despite the constant messages in 
the media.
We will of course continue to review measures in 
accordance with Government guidance. I look forward 
to taking the Pupil Voice forward and working with 
many more students across all year groups. Further 
updates regarding the development of Pupil Voice will 
be shared throughout this academic year and beyond.

Mr Blount, Assistant Headteacher KS4

Pupil Voice

We all have mental health and it’s just as important 
as physical health. We all have times when we feel 

down, stressed, anxious or frightened. Most of the time 
those feelings pass, but sometimes they may develop 
into a more serious problem and we need help and 
support to recover.
There is still a stigma attached to mental health issues 
which means that people can feel uncomfortable and 
avoid talking about them. 
During these unprecedented times we know our young 
people may be struggling more than usual with their 
mental health. With one in eight young people having 
a diagnosable mental health issue, it is more important 
than ever to make sure everyone knows how to look 
after their mental health and where to get support 
should they need it. 
This year, the St Bede's student diaries include pages 
on how to keep mentally and emotionally healthy and 
signposts students to where to access support if needed. 
We are also running assemblies in the two weeks leading 
up to World Mental Health Day and the Hello Yellow 
campaign, in which heads of year will be talking to our 

students about mental health and subsequent support 
options.
On Friday 9 October we are inviting students to ‘wear 
something yellow’ to show their support for Young 
Minds, a charity supporting young people with mental 
health challenges through the information on their 
website and their crisis text line. (Parents/carers will have 
received an email this week about mufti day donations.)
If you are concerned 
about your child, please 
do not hesitate to contact 
their tutor or head of year.
There is also information 
on where you can get 
support for your child 
both in and out of school 
on our website www.st-
bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/
support-and-safeguarding.

#Hello Yellow - Friday 9 October and  #Hello Yellow - Friday 9 October and  
World Mental Health Day - Saturday 10 OctoberWorld Mental Health Day - Saturday 10 October

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding


SENIOR STUDENT TEAM 2020-21
Mia Bristow
Mia is studying chemistry, maths and biology A levels as well as an EPQ on 'Whether psychosurgery 
has a place in modern medicine.' She is applying to study medicine at university and then 
specialise as a doctor in neurology. In Year 12, Mia took part in the senior orchestra, wind band, 
'Slide' jazz band and the senior choir. She also took part in helplining and paired literacy. She says 
that "sixth form teaching is great as we're treated more like adults, more of lesson time consists 
of discussions over the content and smaller classes mean it's much easier to ask questions."

Aidan Caffyn
A talented performer in and out of school, Aidan is studying English literature, drama, history 
and an EPQ in 'Theatre under the conditions of Covid-19'. He is applying to study musical 
theatre at drama school. Aidan says in the sixth form, "the teaching is incredibly engaging," 
and "everyone knows how tough A Levels are, so there is definitely a strong support network 
among students as everyone looks out for each other." He, like the other senior students, hopes 
to be able to hold some form of social events over the coming year.

Natalie Clark
Natalie is hoping to work within the human rights section of law in her future career. She is 
currently studying English literature, sociology and RS, philosophy and ethics; she will apply to study  
sociology and politics or human rights policy and practice at university. In Year 12, she was involved 
in helplining, the community tea and RAG Week. This year Natalie is aiming to support the Year 12s 
with work and settling in. She says in the sixth form, "the atmosphere is relaxed and everyone is 
friends and talks to each other."

Sophie Emeny
Sophie is studying English literature, media studies and photography. She is planning on a media 
and communications degree to help her pursue a career in the creative industries either as a 
media researcher or progressing to an advertising art director role. She says the atmosphere 
is "incredibly friendly and sociable, no matter where you were before sixth form, everyone is 
welcomed." Sophie was a helpliner, is continuing as lead photographer and plans to lead a SM 
marketing campaign to make people aware of the community and amazing sixth form facilities!

Imogen Gould
Imogen is applying to study a criminology and sociology degree after she completes her A levels in 
history, sociology and English literature. After university she would like to pursue a career in the 
police. In Year 12, she took part in helplining and this year is eager to encourage the integration of 
the upper and lower sixth form students. She says that teaching in the sixth form is "to a very 
high standard. Outside of lesson hours, teachers are all approachable to go to for help or extra 
support with anything." She says that "the atmosphere is very friendly."

Emma Greatwood
Emma, who plans to study English language at university, is currently studying A levels in 
English literature, maths, chemistry and an EPQ. In Year 12, she took part in helplining, paired 
numeracy and literacy and the senior orchestra. She is hoping the senior students will be able 
to arrange something for RAG Week as she's always enjoyed participating in it. Emma says that 
the sixth form "smaller class sizes make it much more personal, teachers are friendly and 
treat you like an adult," and "the social events and common room makes us like a big community."

William Locke
Will is studying A levels in physics, maths and geography and applying to study a degree in physics 
with an Astrophysics or mathematics combination. In Year 12, he took part in helplining, paired 
numeracy, running the model railway club, the St Bede's tech team and Gold DofE Award. Will is 
hoping to lead the technical side of big events over the coming year and help organise any other 
sixth form events. He says, "A wide range of students studying a diverse range of subjects gives 
the sixth form a vibrant and exciting atmosphere, where everyone is free to express themselves 
and explore their interests."



Melia Lovegrove
Melia is applying to study music at either a university or conservatoire after studying A levels 
in music, history and sociology and doing an EPQ. In Year 12, she was involved in paired reading 
and helplining as well as the 'Slide' jazz band, senior orchestra, wind orchestra and senior choir. 
Melia says, "teachers treat you more like adults, enabling you to voice your opinions" and "the 
atmosphere in the 6th form is lively and friendly. Everyone is so welcoming and there are many 
different opportunities available."

Ella Magee
Ella is applying to study a degree in economics and politics after studying A levels in economics, 
biology and chemistry; she would like to go on to pursue a career in the London financial district. 
In Year 12, she was lead violin in the senior orchestra, a member of 'Slide' and out of school 
played first violin in Surrey County Youth Orchestra. She is looking forward to being Chairman of 
the sixth form council this year. Ella says the sixth form is "inclusive and friendly", that teaching 
is "positive and supportive" and "students are well known by teachers."

Manon Margerand-Ferre
Manon is studying A levels in history, politics and French and is applying to study a joint degree in 
history and politics. In Year 12, she went on the French immersion exchange and was "directly 
submerged into the language and culture." She also enjoyed dressing up each day for RAG 
Week. This year, Manon is looking forward to being part of both the sixth form and school councils 
and (hopefully) RAG Week. She says, "The atmosphere here is positive. Our tight-knit community 
means that everyone wants each other to succeed and flourish, both now and in the future."

Zoe-Sian McDermott
Zoe, who plays the piano outside of school, is studying A levels in English literature, psychology 
and photography. She plans to study a degree in English literature and is considering a career 
in travel journalism. Zoe describes the sixth form atmosphere as "friendly and welcoming," and 
teaching as "respectful, engaging and understanding." She is hoping to help discover alternative 
ways for the sixth form students to socialise in an enjoyable but safe way over the coming year.

Lucy Stevens
Lucy, a keen roller skater outside of school, is studying biology, economics and geography A levels 
and planning to study a geography with economics degree. Last year, she took part in paired 
literacy and helped at the RAG Fair launch. She has taken on the role of general secretary on 
the senior student team and hopes to take part in organising RAG Week and academic mentoring. 
She says, "The teachers set high expectations for all students and have a warm, accessible and 
enthusiastic attitude," and "the sixth form is friendly, engaging and supportive...it is one big family!"

Each year we choose a group of students to form our senior team. Each student wrote a letter of 
application before being interviewed by Mrs Tottey and a member of the senior leadership team. 
The senior students are hoping to run events over the coming year, even if only alternative versions.

Joseph Stone
Joseph is studying A levels in business, sociology and media along with an EPQ. He is applying to study 
a criminology or business management degree. In Year 12, he played rugby and football, was on the 
culture team, and recorded a podcast for BBC iPlayer. Joseph says, "teaching here is mature and 
allows us to grow on a personal level," and "whilst I didn’t know everyone before Year 12 (and the 
people who joined), I’ve now come to know almost everyone and have become best friends with some 
of them. It’s really good fun and in my opinion balances education and socialising perfectly."

Alfie Wainscoat
Alfie is studying A level physics, maths and psychology and an EPQ. He plans on studying a 
degree in civil engineering at university. Alfie has enjoyed being at St Bede's since Year 7 and 
has experienced first hand the one-to-one help that is available in the sixth form. He says, 
"teachers will find the time in lunch breaks or free periods to sit down and talk me through 
[queries] to help me progress," and that tutor meetings "allow me to take a minute to sit back 
and evaluate the last couple of weeks" and "they provide me with all the information for UCAS."



Recently, Year 12 took part in a challenge between 
the tutor groups. Using only a small amount of 

string, tape, foil, paper straws and cups, they each 
had to design and build something that would carry 
a watermelon and a bag of sugar the length of the 
common room. Each form also had to produce a video 

pitch to go with their product, explaining why their 
design was the best. There was tough competition, 
creative designs and vast imagination but only two 
forms could win a prize. Congratulations to 12BG for the 
most imaginative design and 12MR for the strongest - 
thank you to all Year 12 for a lot of laughs!

Year 12 team building

During these unprecedented times, we are aware that 
many young people are experiencing heightened 

anxiety. Although some of this anxiety is normal, we are 
aware that these feelings may be new and unpleasant. 
The CAMHS team (Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Service) have created some presentations to support 
you as parents/carers, in supporting your child(ren) with 
understanding anxiety, and some strategies to manage 
anxiety with the current circumstances of COVID and 
lockdown in mind. Each webinar is under 25 minutes and 
can be paused at any time. CAMHS recommend that you 

begin by watching the ‘What is Anxiety?’ and ‘Strategies 
to Manage Anxiety’ webinars, as these will provide a 
general understanding, and may be referred to in the 
other webinar presentations. (Click here to watch the 
videos on YouTube.)
Here is a presentation from Surrey and the NHS entitled: 
Health, Wellbeing and Emotional Wellbeing Support for 
Children in Surrey (click here). This too has some helpful 
advice and links to support.
We hope you may find this helpful. 

Helpful links related to student mental health and wellbeing

JOIN OUR SIXTH FORM 
We welcome students to join our sixth form from any faith or non faith 

background, to be a part of our friendly and strong community

We provide outstanding teaching and have a consistently high success 
rate with students who gain their first choice university place including a 

number at Oxbridge and to study medicine

Excellent support and guidance provided for a successful future

Rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted in January 2017

Application deadline is 1 December 2020. To find out more about our sixth 
form admissions, facilities, courses and extensive opportunities, go to 

www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/193/welcome-to-the-sixth-form.

2021 
entry

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfVgWWNqce46lxiVQNThooXa5PBNESLXY
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfVgWWNqce46lxiVQNThooXa5PBNESLXY
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/237146/Multi-Agency-Health-and-Wellbeing-Guide-for-Parents-v1-23.09.20.pdf
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/237146/Multi-Agency-Health-and-Wellbeing-Guide-for-Parents-v1-23.09.20.pdf

