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Feedback
"I would like to thank you and your dedicated team 
for your efficient and positive response to the current 
obstacles our son is facing."

(Year 7 Parent)

ParentNewsletter
Headlines 

At St Bede’s we continually review the 
curriculum offered to our students to 

ensure that they are provided with the best 
possible education. This includes keeping 
up with national changes, visiting other 
schools to see good practice and focusing 

on areas for improvement. On Monday we 
have our next INSET day which will focus on 

developing our curriculum even further and ensuring that we 
enhance our literacy provision right across each key stage. 
Our aims and intent
We strive to provide ‘Christian Education at its Best’ 
embracing the values of Belonging, Education, Determination, 
Excellence and Service (BEDES). At St Bede’s we offer a broad 
and balanced curriculum that is accessible and ambitious for 
all students including those from disadvantaged backgrounds 
and those with special educational needs. Our curriculum 
provides opportunities for students to gain secure knowledge 
across a wide range of subjects and develop key, transferable, 
lifelong skills.

"A zest for learning permeates the whole school. 
Teachers’ high expectations mean that pupils are 
ambitious for their own futures and approach their 
learning with determination and resilience." Ofsted

Students at St Bede's are happy and flourish because they 
are supported in an environment where they are cared 
for and encouraged to be individuals. The curriculum at St 
Bede’s has been carefully created to ensure that we meet 
national curriculum expectations and effectively tackles each 
examination specification.
Heads of department and course leaders have carefully 
planned a curriculum which enables all students, whatever 
their ability and prior attainment, to make rapid and sustained 
progress. Our curriculum is focused on ‘closing the gap’ so 
those from disadvantaged backgrounds achieve outcomes 
in line with their non-disadvantaged peers. This includes 
ensuring that all students are well prepared for examinations 
at the end of Key Stages 4 and 5 where results are significantly 
above the national average.

"Leaders ensure that pupils are well prepared for life in 
modern Britain and pay particular attention to pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development." Ofsted

Our curriculum offer enables students at St Bede’s to:
• have high aspirations for themselves and enable 

them to excel and fully develop their talents.
• embrace their faith while respecting different 

traditions and denominations. All students will 
respect their faith in God, respect themselves, 
respect others and respect learning.

• become curious and inquisitive learners whilst 
ensuring development and growth in their faith.  

• develop key literacy skills and have a love of 
reading.  

• develop a high level of numeracy which enables 
them to succeed across the curriculum.

• know how to keep themselves mentally and 
physically well.

• respect their local, regional and global 
environment.

• develop socially, morally, spiritually and culturally.
• gain confidence in making choices and develop 

their understanding of future career options and 
pathways.

• develop important skills such as problem solving 
and evaluation.  

• learn and flourish outside the classroom 
broadening their understanding of subjects 
taught.

• gain an appreciation and clear understanding of 
British values.

• explore and develop their character, resilience and 
spirituality through citizenship, DRE and PSHE.

• develop highly effective metacognition skills.
• have opportunities to build strong links with the 

local community and the Church.

Continued over...



Please could all those who drop off or pick up at either end of the school day do so with 
caution. Some parents/carers are turning around in the middle of the road outside the 

school or in the entrance/exit to the school; please do not do this as it causes a danger to 
students, staff, other pedestrians and drivers. Please encourage your child to cross the road 
away from parked cars for safer crossing. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Driving safely

Diary
Dates to note
Monday 3 October
Inset day (2)
Tuesday 4 October
Y10/11 STEAM Thorpe Park trip
Y11 Human geography trip
Y8 1st dose HPV
Friends of St Bede's meeting
Thursday 6 October
National Poetry Day
Sixth Form quiz night
Friday 7 October
Deadline for photograph 
orders
10-14 October
Drop Everything and Read 
week
Monday 10 October
World Mental Health Day & 
#HelloYellow
Wednesday 12 October
Partnership with Parents: 
Online Safety
Thursday 13 October
Sixth Form Open Evening
Friday 14 October
Parent Newsletter (Issue 3)
Wednesday 19 October
Psychology Marwell Zoo trip 

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

Open Mornings & MacMillan fundraising
Thank you to everyone who came to our open mornings this 

week, we were delighted to be able to have prospective 
parents/carers and students visiting the school during a normal 
working day. Many thanks to all our 
brilliant Year 8 student tour guides 
who did a great job. Well done to sixth 
form students who were selling cakes 
on both days and raised around £200 
for MacMillan Cancer Support. Thank 
you to everyone who bought cakes and 
donated to such a great cause.

'Be Your Best' is a free service for Surrey families 
supporting young people with a range of issues. This 

term they are offering help to families who have children 
who are struggling to achieve a healthy weight. Through six 
one-to-one sessions and six online group sessions they are 
committed to making a positive difference to your child's 
health and wellbeing. If you are interested in accessing this 
service please sign up using the following link - Be Your 
Best Surrey.

Student Wellbeing

Photograph orders reminder 
A reminder that Year 7, 9, 11 and 13's (and new starters in other 

years) photograph proofs have been issued to students. The deadline 
to place orders for photographs to be delivered to the school free of postage is Friday 7 
October 2022. Orders made after this date will be posted home and incur a charge.
Please contact simsoffice@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk if you have any queries.

A helping hand for a healthier family 
Do you need help to achieve                     

a healthy weight for your child? 
 

Be Your Best is a free service                            

for Surrey families with children 
aged 0-12 who are above the 
healthy weight range. We can help you make a positive 

difference to your child’s health 
and wellbeing. 

Families will be offered                 
6 one-to-one sessions and                
6 online group sessions. 

Sessions include: • Live cooking workshops • Interactive supermarket tours • Meal planning for the whole family 
• Reducing anxiety • Managing screen time • How to become an active family • Importance of sleep 

One-to-one sessions: Consist of home visits and 
take place at a mutually agreed time. 

 

Group sessions: Tuesdays or Thursdays              
4 - 5.30pm via Zoom  

Family Fit sessions: Saturdays                          
10 - 10.40am via Zoom  For more information, visit www.bybsurrey.org                                                    

or email us at BeYourBest@surreycc.gov.uk. 

In recent years, at Key Stage 4, we have introduced vocational qualifications such 
as sport, engineering, iMedia and health and social care. These qualifications 

complement the wide range of GCSE subjects on offer at St Bede’s. We embrace the 
English Baccalaureate whilst also avoiding limiting the number of option subjects. We are 
determined and passionate in our desire to deliver creative subjects such as art, drama, 
music and photography. We strive to replicate this offer of subjects within the sixth form 
so that the transition from Year 11 to the sixth form is as smooth as possible.

"The curriculum is well planned and provides pupils with a very firm foundation for 
the next stage of their education." Ofsted

Over the next academic year we will continue to review and amend our curriculum 
provision to ensure that our students are provided with the best possible education.  We 
will work hard to ensure that our curriculum offer goes from strength to strength.
God Bless.

Adam Powell, Headteacher

Headlines continued

Deadline!
Deadline!

https://www.bybsurrey.org/
https://www.bybsurrey.org/
https://surreycountycouncil.newsweaver.co.uk/icfiles/1/31744/183438/6819021/e58b02d6602b8e7341133db1/be%20your%20best%20flyer%20mar%2022_.pdf


The Reflection Walks provided our new Year 7 cohort with 
a fantastic opportunity to integrate even further into the 

St Bede’s community and demonstrate the school's values 
in abundance. There was a clear sense of belonging on each 
of the days as students bonded with their new classmates 
and engaged with students from the other tutor groups. 
We were all educated about each other as we learned a lot 
about students and teachers in the year group and all the 
staff involved. There was determination galore as Reigate 
Hill presented everybody involved with a big challenge; yet 
all were able to achieve their best. 

Behaviour and attitudes were excellent throughout 
each of the days and members of the public were very 
complimentary about our students. To demonstrate the 
value of service, the children provided great support to their 
peers (and staff). All in all, it was an amazing opportunity. 
Despite the tired legs, so many smiling faces at the end 
showed exactly how much everybody enjoyed it. We would 
like to give a big thank you to Reigate Squash Club for the 
use of their facilities, their feedback was very positive "The 
children were all lovely, as usual."

Mr Mason, Head of Year 7

Reflection walks

Have you ever considered teaching as a career? 
Teaching is an immensely rewarding career that gives you 
the opportunity to make a real impact on the lives of others.
Find out how to become a secondary school teacher at one 
of our upcoming Get into Teaching Information Events:
• Online Information Seminar: Tuesday 4 October  

7.00-8.00pm
• Weydon School, Farnham: Saturday 8 October 

9.30-11.30am

• St Bede’s School, Redhill:  Wednesday 12 October 
9.30-11.30am

For more information and to begin your journey into 
changing young peoples’ lives for the better, please contact 
Krissy Taylor at ktaylor@i2ipartnership.
co.uk, text ‘Teach’ to 80011 or visit
https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/
upcoming-events

i2i teaching partnership

We regularly receive information 
posters (click on them to see larger 

versions) from National Online Safety 
(NOS) who provide useful updates for 
parents/carers to help children stay safer 
online. 
We recommend parents/carers follow them 
on their Facebook and/or Instagram pages to 
receive updates regularly.

Safeguarding news

Student support
This short video is aimed at 

our students and explains 
how they can best access 
support if they feel they are 
struggling for any reason. 
Please take a few moments 
to watch this video with your 
child and ensure that they understand what they can do if 
they are finding any aspect of their school life difficult.

“A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell 
where his influence stops.” (Henry Adams)

Rugby
Well done to Kai Adams, 
Dylan Cordell and Travis 
Bateman, all in Year 10, who 
represented the South East 
in a National Touch Rugby 
tournament in Nottingham 
at the weekend. We are 
told that they all played 
brilliantly!

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they 

feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

Meet our expert

TIKTOKTIKTOKTIKTOKTIKTOK

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 08.01.2020

TikTok is a video-sharing social media app available on iOS and Android which lets users 

create, share, and view user created videos much in a similar manner to Facebook, Instagram 

and Snapchat. It’s main draw, however, is that users can record and upload bite-sized 

looping videos of themselves lip-syncing and dancing to popular music or soundbites, often 

for comedic e�ect, which can then be further enhanced with �lters, emojis and stickers. 

TikTok has been designed with the young user in mind and has a very addictive appeal. At 

the beginning of 2019 it skyrocketed in popularity to become the iOS store’s most 

downloaded app with over 33 million downloads. Estimates suggest that it now has anything 

between 500 million and over 1billion monthly active users worldwide. 

MATURE CONTENT

On the iOS store, TikTok is listed as 12+. On the Google Play Store it is 

rated as ‘Parental guidance recommended’. When signing up for the 

app, it’s possible to lie about your age without any form of veri�cation. 

As children scroll through their feed, most of the videos they’re likely 

to come across are lighthearted or funny takes on dance routines 

which are designed to make people laugh. However there has been a 

slew of videos which have been reported for featuring drug and 

alcohol abuse, self-harm and sexual content, including young teens 

dressing overtly sexually and behaving suggestively. Given the deluge 

of material uploaded to TikTok every day, it’s impossible to moderate 

everything and it can be quite common to come across explicit content 

on the ‘for you’ feed when logging into the platform.

INAPPROPRIATE MUSIC

TikTok revolves around creating 

music videos through lip-syncing 

and dancing. Inevitably, some of 

the music featured by users will 

contain explicit or suggestive 

lyrics. Given the undeniably 

young user base, there is a risk 

that children may look to imitate 

the explicit language they hear or 

the suggestive actions they see 

when viewing others user’s 

videos on the app.

ONLINE PREDATORS

As a social network, TikTok makes it easy to connect 

with other users. This includes the ability to comment 

on and react to other user’s videos, follow their pro�le 

and download their content. Be aware that by default, 

any user can comment on your child’s video if their 

account is set to public. Most interactions are harmless 

enough but as an app, TikTok is prone to predators 

because of the abundance of younger users.

ADDICTIVE NATURE

SOURCES: 

TIKTOK FAME

TikTok is very image focused and there is a notable preoccupation with 

appearing cool and attractive. Many teenagers now attempt to go viral 

and become what’s known in-app as ‘TikTok 

famous’. TikTok (and its predecessor musical.ly) 

has spawned its own celebrities – social media 

stars Loren Gray and Jacob Sartorious have been 

catapulted to fame through their initial 

exposure on the app. Obviously, most budding 

in�uencers looking to become the next big 

thing will be disappointed, but this may have 

the knock-on e�ect of making them go to more 

and more drastic lengths to get noticed.

Social media is designed to be addictive and 

TikTok is no di�erent. It can be fun and hugely 

entertaining. However, it is also because of this 

that it can be hard to put down. In addition to 

the short, punchy nature of the looping video 

format, the app’s ability to keep you guessing 

what will come on screen next makes it easy to 

turn a �ve-minute visit into 45-minute visit.

IN-APP PURCHASES

Aside from the content, there’s also the option to 

purchase in-app extras called ‘TikTok coins’. Prices range 

from £0.99 for 100 coins to an eye-watering £93.99 for 

10,000 coins. TikTok coins are used to purchase di�erent 

emojis to reward content creators that a user �nds funny 

or entertaining. In the iOS version of the app you can 

disable the option to buy TikTok coins but this sadly 

doesn’t seem to be a feature in the Android version.

USE PRIVACY SETTINGS

TALK ABOUT ONLINE DANGERS
Undoubtedly, the easiest way to safeguard your 

child on TikTok is to make sure their account is set 

to private. This means only those users your child 

approves can view, like, and follow their content. 

Setting the account to private may clash with your 

child’s goal of social media superstardom, but it 

will keep their account secure from strangers. This 

setting can be enabled under the privacy and 

safety menu by pressing the ellipsis in the ‘me’ tab 

of the app. To be extra safe, there are additional 

controls available to toggle such as who can send 

comments and messages, among other options.

Assuming your child is above the age limit to 

use the app, make sure you also take the time 

to talk to them about what they are seeing on 

the app. Have a dialogue, get them to give you 

their opinion on what is appropriate and 

model the correct behaviour for them. Go over 

why they shouldn’t give out private 

information or identi�able photos and be 

positive and understanding of them. In the 

long run, getting them to think critically about 

what they’re seeing goes a long way to 

keeping them social media savvy. 

ENABLE RESTRICTED MODE

In the digital wellbeing section there’s 

the ability to turn on restricted mode 

using a PIN. Restricted mode �lters 

out content that is not age 

appropriate although it should be 

noted that this isn’t always 100% fool 

proof. When enabling restricted 

mode, parents should still be vigilant 

to what their child is watching and 

take note that the algorithm 

moderating content is not infallible.

LEARN HOW TO REPORT AND 

BLOCK INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

EXPLORE AND LEARN YOURSELF

With the proper privacy settings in place, TikTok can be a 

safe space for your child to express themselves. However, 

just in case something does manage to slip through, 

make sure your child knows how to recognise and report 

content that isn’t appropriate and get them to come to 

you about what they have seen. TikTok allows users to 

report o�enders and comments within the app. You can 

also block individual users by going on their pro�le.Understanding and learning the app yourself is a 

great way to get to grips with TikTok. You could then 

even use the app with your child and watch some 

videos with them. If you are the parent of a teen, even 

if it does not make you popular, keep a close eye on 

what they’re viewing and sharing. That said, it’s a 

brilliant chance to turn it into a bonding opportunity 

with your child also. You could even unleash your 

inner performer and make videos with them while 

(more importantly) keeping them safe online.

MODERATE SCREEN TIME

As entertaining as TikTok is, you can help your child 

moderate their time on the app by making use of 

the digital wellbeing section. Under the screen time 

management option, you can limit the daily 

allotted time allowed on the app in increments 

ranging from 40 to 120 minutes. You can also lock 

this preference behind a PIN number which has to 

be inputted in order to then exceed the daily time 

limit. This way your child can get their daily dose of 

memes without wasting away the day.

Pete Badh is a writer with over 10+ years in research 

and analysis. Working within a specialist area for 

West Yorkshire Police, Pete has contributed work 

which has been pivotal in successfully winning high 

pro�le cases in court as well as writing as a subject 

matter expert for industry handbooks.

AG
E RESTRICTION

12+
If under 18, supervision 

of a parent or legal 

guardian required.

https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events
https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events
https://www.facebook.com/NationalOnlineSafety
https://www.instagram.com/nationalonlinesafety/
https://youtu.be/OB7Z8IBQql0
https://youtu.be/OB7Z8IBQql0
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/NOS-Roblox.pdf?ts=1664463645173
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/NOS-REDDiT.pdf?ts=1664463645173
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/TikTok-NOS.pdf?ts=1664522635809


SENIOR STUDENTS
Mirabelle Adjei
Mirabelle is studying A levels in chemistry, psychology and Spanish, which she hopes to become 
fluent in. She found it easy to settle into the sixth form because, “everyone is welcoming and 
encouraging; tutors and teachers are supportive.” So far, she has enjoyed the “ independence 
and the social atmosphere” and says “you gain skills to adapt from secondary school to 
university.” Mirabelle, who takes part in ballet and contemporary dance outside of school, is 
looking forward to supporting students with their mental health and organising charity events 
including RAG Week. She hopes to study forensic analytical chemistry after taking a gap year.

Maddie Anstee
Maddie, a keen runner and sea cadet with an interest in animal rights and feminism, is taking 
part in a half marathon in November to raise money for the domestic violence charity ‘Refuge’. 
She is studying history, RS and sociology and her career goal is to become a criminal lawyer or 
primary school headteacher after doing a law degree at university. Maddie is looking forward 
to being “ involved in the charitable events and giving back to the community.” She wants to 
help make “the transition easy for the current Year 11s,” because due to the “support of the 
teachers and the community” she found it easy to feel part of the sixth form.

Nell Burrows
Nell, who is studying A levels in history, RS and sociology, hopes to train to become a secondary 
school teacher after university. She says “I settled into the sixth form really quickly because 
there is a good atmosphere within it and people are friendly and welcoming.” Nell takes part 
in helplining with Year 7 students in school and plays tennis outside of school. As senior 
student, she is looking forward to RAG Week and the impact it has on other students as well as 
influencing the younger year groups positively by using the school values.

Luke Church
Luke found settling into sixth form incredibly easy and says, “I’ve enjoyed working on the tech 
for RAG Week and Music is Back concert and I’m excited to work on the RAG Week shows next 
year.” Luke runs the Dungeons and Dragons after school club and outside of school is a Scout 
Young Leader; he will become a Troop Scout Leader in January. Luke, who studies A level 
computing, drama and media, is hoping to go on to study film production at the University of 
Winchester and would like to become a tv/film actor or director. 

Amelie De La Mothe
Amelie would like to study psychology at a Russell Group university after completing her A 
levels in biology, geography and psychology. Her career goal would be to specialise in forensic 
psychology after her degree. Since being in the sixth form, Amelie has enjoyed getting involved 
in RAG Week and doing the Brighton Walk which raised £10,000. She says the sixth form has 
a  “welcoming and relaxed atmosphere” and is a “close friendly community” and she is looking 
forward to planning the social events and helping new Year 12s adjust to life in the sixth form.

Beth Hardcastle
Beth, who found it easy to settle into 
sixth form because “the staff were 
always helpful and approachable,” 
says “I’m glad I chose to stay. I’ve 
enjoyed smaller class sizes and more 
one on one time with the teachers as 
well as being more involved in RAG Week.” Beth, 
who attends dance three times a week outside of 
school, says that as senior student she is “looking 
forward to working with the younger years” and 
has “lots of fun ideas!” Beth would like to complete 
a degree and thinks that an apprenticeship degree 
might suit her best.



SENIOR STUDENTS Year 12 students are invited to apply to become senior students by submitting a formal written letter. 
This year applicants were interviewed and selected by Miss Corry, Iain Maclean and Miss Woodroofe. 
Senior students will organise a range of events culminating in the annual RAG Week.

Sam Jackson
A keen Dungeon and Dragons player, Sam runs the after school club of 30 members. As senior 
student, he is looking forward to the “chance to work within an inspiring group to improve 
aspects of school life.” Sam settled into the sixth form really well and found focussing on a 
smaller number of subjects much better. He likes the “sense of community, more relaxed 
atmosphere, both in lessons and shared environments and independence.” After completing his 
A levels in English, maths and physics, Sam plans to study English or politics at university.

Ned Littlemore
Ned settled into the sixth form well and says it has “a fun and welcoming environment. At 
St Bede’s there is a really good sense of belonging where everyone is involved.” He enjoys 
studying in the library with friends during his free periods and playing rugby after school with 
the Year 13s. Outside of school Ned also plays cricket and coaches football as well as playing 
for his local team. He is hoping to organise some sporting activities throughout the school 
with the help of the new Year 12s. After completing his A levels in business, economics and 
geography, Ned would like to work towards a career in sports management.

Bradley Lock
Outside of school Bradley plays football for Reigate Priory Club and also plays golf. After 
completing A levels in business, economics and history, he hopes to undertake a business 
apprenticeship in marketing or sales. Bradley says that the sixth form “made me feel instantly 
welcome, the stability it gives you is brilliant; you feel safe but also have more freedom.” As 
senior student, he hopes to “help the school achieve goals,” as well as develop new ideas with 
the team and put them into practice.

Emma Pieters
Emma is looking forward to getting involved with the community events that have not been 
possible over the last two years. She says “the smaller class sizes have allowed the lessons to 
be more personalised and the jump from GCSE to A level has been a smooth transition and 
less daunting than I expected.” Outside of school, Emma loves creative arts and also works 
with children with disabilities which has inspired her to work towards becoming a speech and 
language therapist. In school, she also likes helping the younger students with helplining and 
paired numeracy. 

Abby Rayner
During Year 12, Abby has been involved in netball club, debate club and the Young Reporters 
scheme. She is looking forward to being more involved in the school community as well 
as helping out with the next RAG Week. Abby says “the teachers are really supportive and 
enthusiastic,” and she found it really easy to settle in. She really likes that everyone has “an 
opportunity to get involved and events feel very driven by the students themselves.” Abby plans 
to study history at university and work towards a career in journalism or law.

Emily Stowe
Emily is studying A levels in psychology, sociology and RS and says, “I have enjoyed being 
able to take subjects that I’ve never had the opportunity to do before Year 12.” Due to the 
smaller class sizes, she has made friends with students who were in her year but she didn’t 
know before. She hopes to work in paediatric nursing after university. Outside of school, 
Emily is part of a cheerleading competition team and as senior student is looking forward to 
helping younger students, while also continuing involvement in the mental health ambassador 
programme.

Olivia Thynne
Olivia volunteers at local theatres by doing things such as costumes back stage as well as 
an occasional appearance on stage. She hopes to go onto university to study liberal arts 
after studying A level drama, sociology and RS in the sixth form. Over the last year Olivia has 
“enjoyed the freedom of independent learning outside of class and having the opportunity 
to develop my most effective way of learning,” and she is looking forward to fundraising and 
being involved in activities that help the younger students like paired reading and numeracy.



On 17 September on a bright and sunny Saturday over 
70 Year 10 students met at a very busy Ranmore 

Common to embark on their first practice expedition. The 
students were put into their groups and throughout the 
day were given training on first aid, navigational skills and  
were accompanied remotely by their instructors. The Year 
10 students walked a route from Ranmore Common near 
Dorking to Henfold Ponds where they camped overnight. 
When the students arrived at camp they set up their tent 
and were supervised cooking their first meal on a gas 
stove, the selection of food was amazing! It was a very 
chilly night but the students were amazing and slept the 

best they could three in a tent! Then the next morning up 
by 7.00am had breakfast and then started the long hike 
to Reigate Heath. Also accompanying us were four Year 
11 students, Bella , Evie, Issy and Hannah who completed 
their assessed expedition and passed with flying colours. 
The determination and teamwork they demonstrated was 
exemplary. Both Year 10 and Year 11 students should be so 
proud of their achievements. I would also like to thank all 
the parents/carers in their support in getting their children 
ready for their first expedition.

Miss Maile, DofE Coordinator

Y10 DofE practice expedition

Cycling achievements
In the summer, Josh Golliker was invited to join the French under 19 team, 'Team 31 Jolly cycles' and has been extremely 

busy participating in a number of cycling events including two national and two international events in France and two 
national events in the UK. His results show his focus and commitment to his sport and training regime.
France
34th Edition Ain Bugey Valromey Tour 2022 International 
UCI event (known as the junior tour de France)  Joshua 
was 9th Overall, 2nd King of the Mountains (KOM) , 2nd 
on Sprint Classification (Red Jersey) and Winner of the 
Combativity Jersey on Stage 4 and 3rd on the Combined.
Ronde Sud Bourgogne 2022 National French Race; Joshua 
1st Overall (Yellow Jersey) on General Classification
Tour de Vallee de la Trambouze 2022 National French Race; 
Joshua 1st Overall (Yellow Jersey) on General Classification

Ronde des Vallees Juniors 2022 International UCI 
Event Joshua 1st Overall (Yellow Jersey) on GC (General 
Classification), 2nd Sprint classification
United Kingdom
Junior Tour of Mendips UK National Road Race Series, 
Joshua 2nd Overall on GC (General Classification) by 2 
seconds. Winner of the KOM and 1st on 3rd Stage 3
Junior Tour of Wales UK National Road Series Race, Joshua 
3rd on GC, Winner of the KOM (King of the Mountains)
Joshua came 2nd overall in the under 19 national road 
series.

Every year towards the end of September we celebrate 
the European Day of Languages which gives us the 

opportunity to acknowledge the languages and cultures 
of all the pupils who attend St Bede’s. Post Covid we have 
been able to hold the ‘Great European Bake Off’ where Key 
Stage 3 pupils design and bake cakes to depict how they 
see Europe and indeed the world. This year we had a huge 
turnout with nearly 90 cakes with designs ranging from maps 
of Europe to one with the word for ‘peace’ in Ukrainian 

written across it in blue and yellow icing. They were all truly 
amazing and this year we were allowed to taste some of 
them! Our Year 12 German class had the difficult task of 
choosing three winners and they plumped for Lilly Tiplin 
(Y7), Anya Goulding (Y7) and Lily Sweetinburgh (Y9). Thank 
you to all who took part in this event and well done to you 
for your brilliant baking skills and great imaginations.

Mrs M Kelly, Head of MFL

European Day of Languages



If you like reading then you’ll love this course. It will help you to 
develop an interest in, and enjoyment of, English literature, through 
reading widely, critically and independently.

Appealing to those of you with imagination, perception and insight, 
you will develop a distinct philosophy in your response to texts which 
centres on different ways of reading, on the connections which exist 
between texts, and the significance of studying texts within specific 
genres.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
You will learn how to respond to a variety of texts, showing that you 
have the knowledge and understanding necessary at this level. This 
will include an appreciation of form, structure and language, as well 
as an ability to appreciate what other writers have written about the 
texts being studied. At the heart of the course is a focus on different 
genres which may be drawn from tragedy, comedy, crime writing 
and political and social protest writing.

ENGLISH
LITERATURE
AQA SPECIFICATION BEconomics cannot be escaped. It is everywhere you look - from the 

effects of immigration on standards of living in the UK to the impact 
of BREXIT on UK markets and businesses. 

Economics looks to analyse issues such as these and allow you to 
make informed rational judgements on what has happened and what 
should/can be done in the future.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
The A level economics course aims to provide you with an 
understanding of the key fundamentals of economics. This includes 
looking at macro economics and in particular unemployment, 
national debt, inflation, international competitiveness, and what the 
UK can do to improve all these. 

The course also covers micro economics which is the study of how 
specific markets work, such as the housing or energy market along 
with issues such as poverty, inequality or wealth, globalisation and 
wage distribution.

A LEVEL ASSESSMENT
There will be three 2 hours exams. In each exam you have to answer 
a set of questions on a different economic case study, plus write one 
essay from a choice of three.

ECONOMICS
AQA
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) 7136

At mathematics A level we will teach you to think logically, to process 
information accurately, and to understand and manipulate numbers 
and mathematical processes. These are all skills which will benefit 
you greatly in whatever profession you choose and it is these skills 
which, more and more, employers are looking for in prospective 
employees.

You will probably find that degrees in maths, statistics, physics, 
astronomy, engineering,computer science and economics all require 
mathematics at A level. However, many other subjects, including 
medicine, architecture, and the laboratory and social sciences, do 
have a certain amount of mathematical content - and these subjects 
will be much easier for those with an A level in maths.

Many degree courses do not require specific A level subjects, but, of 
those that do, maths is by far the subject most commonly required. 
In fact, there are very few degree subjects for which an A level in 
mathematics would not be useful!

During the A level maths course, you will have the opportunity to 
be able to understand mathematics and mathematical processes in 
a way that promotes confidence, fosters enjoyment and provides 
a strong foundation for progress to further study. You will be 
encouraged to use technology, such as calculators and computers, 
efficiently and recognise when such use may be inappropriate. Every 
student will take an increasing responsibility for their own learning 
and the evaluation of their own mathematical development.

MATHEMATICS
EDEXCEL
ADVANCED GCE 9MAO

Our A level course builds on the knowledge you have already 
acquired and extends it. It is designed to provide you with the 
experience of studying two periods of history in depth, with a focus 
on British, American and Russian history. You will be well supported 
in your work by a very well qualified and experienced department.

YEAR 1 COURSE CONTENT
Breadth study
Unit 1K - The making of a superpower: USA, 1865-1920
Topics will include: the division between the North and the South 
after the Civil War and the position of African Americans in society 
after the end of slavery; the rise of the USA as an economic 
superpower and the role that individuals such as Rockefeller, 
Carnegie and JP Morgan played in the growth of big business; the 
impact of mass immigration on American Society and the changes 
brought by people from southern and eastern Europe; why the USA 
did not enter World War One until 1917.

Depth study
Unit 2D - Religious conflict and the Church in England, c1529–1547
Topics will include: the King’s ‘Great Matter’ - the way in which 
issues in Henry’s personal life led to a huge upheaval in England in 
the period 1529-1547; the problems Henry encountered in trying to 
divorce Catherine of Aragon; the rise and fall of Anne Boleyn; Henry’s 
decision to take charge of the Church; how different factions at 
Court tried to influence Henry VIII.

Historical investigation - Unit 3B non-British investigation
This is the non-examination assessment. You will base your 
investigations around the study of Russian history 1855-1964. You 
will produce a personal study of 3,500 to 4,500 words in the summer 
term of Year 1.

HISTORY
AQA COURSE
ADVANCED GCE 7042

Open Evening
We are looking forward to welcoming interested St Bede's Year 11 students and their parents/

carers to our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 13 October 7.00-8.30pm. As well as 
introductory talks from sixth form leaders and the headteacher, subject staff will be available from 
all curriculum areas to answer questions and explain course content. Students are able to choose 
from a wide range of A level and CTEC courses. Our course leaflets for 2022 entry will all be available 

to collect during the evening from each of the subject rooms and the prospectus and leaflets will all be available on our 
website thereafter. Information about attending the evening will be sent directly to Year 11 parents/carers shortly.

SPANISH
AQA
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) 7692

The first term of Year 12 is devoted to the transition between GCSE 
and A-level. Grammar is revised thoroughly so that you are well 
prepared to progress quickly and you will significantly broaden your 
vocabulary as you study the topic areas. Much of each lesson will 
be conducted in Spanish and you will get plenty of opportunity to 
practise speaking through pair work, group work and class debate. 
You will use authentic materials and access resources on the internet 
for research and individual study.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
The four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing will be 
developed through a variety of topic areas which reflect your 
interests. These include family, the digital world, music, TV and 
cinema and customs and traditions. The second year of the A-level 
course adds the following themes: multiculturalism in Hispanic 
society and aspects of political life. You will also study a Spanish-
language film and a literary text.

Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply 
the academic principles learned in the classroom to real-world 
systems. It is an intensely practical subject that combines invention 
and excitement, and can look at the world through a digital outlook.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN
You will develop skills in understanding how to apply the 
fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, 
including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data 
representation. There is a large amount of programming involving 
solving problems through the use of computational approaches. 
Learners will develop an ability to analyse, critically evaluate and 
make decisions.

COMPUTER
SCIENCE
OCR
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) H446 Do you really enjoy music making and have a desire to discover more 

about a subject that is part of everyday life as well as being richly 
immersed in history?

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
The A level qualification consists of the following three units:

Performing 

In this unit you are encouraged to develop your skills as a musical 
performer by playing a range of styles of music as a soloist and/or an 
ensemble member, using scores or improvising, as appropriate. For 
the final assessment you must perform for eight minutes on any 
musical instrument/voice.

Composing

Total of two compositions, one to a technical brief set by Edexcel 
and one either free composition or also to a brief. 
Total time across both submissions must be a minimum of six 
minutes.

Appraising

The course explores knowledge and understanding of musical 
elements, contexts and language. 

Knowledge is applied through the context of six areas of study, each 
with three set works: vocal music, instrumental music, music for film, 
popular music and jazz, fusions and new directions.

MUSIC
EDEXCEL
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) 9MUO

The content has been designed to allow learners to study Physical 
Education (PE) in an academic setting, enabling them to critically 
analyse and evaluate their physical performance and apply their 
experience of practical activity in developing their knowledge and 
understanding of the subject.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
OCR’s A Level in Physical Education will equip learners with both a 
depth and breadth of knowledge, understanding and skills relating to 
scientific, socio-cultural and practical aspects of physical education.

This requires them to: 

• develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors 
that underpin physical activity and sport and use this knowledge 
to improve performance; 

• understand how physiological and psychological states affect 
performance; 

• understand the key socio-cultural factors that influence people’s 
involvement in physical activity and sport; 

• understand the role of technology in physical activity and sport; 

• refine their ability to perform effectively in physical activity and 
sport by developing skills and techniques and selecting and using 
tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas; 

PHYSICAL
OCR
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) (H555)

EDUCATION

This course is designed to teach students about the rapidly changing 
nature of the world of business. You will have the opportunity 
to learn through practical activities and to develop the skills that 
modern businesses are looking for. There will be an emphasis 
on developing  links with real businesses and students will have 
opportunities to work in groups and to develop their research and 
communication skills. The course is assessed through a combination 
of internally assessed coursework and external exams.  

STRUCTURE & CONTENT
Students will study a total of five units of work. Three of these are 
mandatory and two optional.

The mandatory units consist of:

Unit 1: The business environment. This unit covers the ways in which 
businesses operate in a dynamic and often uncertain environment.  
It covers issues such as the influence of politics and economics and 
the impact of rapidly changing technology. It is assessed through an 
external exam.

BUSINESS
CTEC
OCR LEVEL 3
CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS EXTENDED 
CERTIFICATE IN BUSINESS

Chemistry is a coherent body of knowledge about the world 
around us. It gives us an insight into the reasoning behind 
phenomena and to make sense of what we see. Why do water 
pipes burst in the winter? Why does superglue end up solid just 
when you need it most? What causes global warming? Are the 
world’s great chefs artists or just inspired chemists? You will 
experience the strange bubbling liquids, smells and explosions as 
you make your way through the course leaving you with a desire to 
understand the chemistry behind it.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
You will be prepared for examination in the following modules:

• Module 1 - Development of practical skills

• Module 2 - Foundations in chemistry

• Module 3 - Periodic table and energy

• Module 4 - Core organic chemistry

• Module 5 - Physical chemistry and transition elements 

• Module 6 - Organic chemistry and analysis

Students  are provided with textbooks and Kerboodle logins to 
complement the course. The books are returnable at the end of 
the year.

SCIENCE
CHEMISTRY
OCR
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) H432

This qualification is aimed to develop your knowledge, understanding 
and skills of the essentials of IT and Cyber Security. It will give you an 
insight into the IT sector as you investigate the pace of technological 
change, IT infrastructure on a global scale, and the importance of 
legal and security considerations. Designed in collaboration with 
industry experts the qualifications focus on the requirements that 
today’s employers demand. 

COURSE OVERVIEW
Fundamentals of IT - Exam
Global Information - Exam
Virtual and Augmented Reality - Coursework
Mobile Technology - Coursework
Social Media and Digital Marketing - Coursework

During this course students will be able to develop their professional, 
personal and social skills through interaction with peers, stakeholders 
and clients, as well as theoretical knowledge and understanding to 
underpin these skills. These support the transferable skills required by 
universities and employers such as communication, problem solving, 
time management, research and analytical skills.

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY
OCR LEVEL 3
CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL INTRODUCTORY 
DIPLOMA IN ITA LEVEL COURSE CONTENT

Component 1 - UK Politics
Students will study:
• democracy and participation
• political parties
• electoral systems
• voting behaviour and the media
• core political ideas: conservatism, liberalism, socialism

Component 2 - UK Government
Students will study:
• the constitution
• parliament
• Prime Minister and executive
• relationships between the branches
• optional political idea - feminism

Component 3 - Comparative Politics USA
Students will study:
• the US Constitution and federalism
• US congress
• US presidency
• US Supreme Court
• democracy and participation
• civil rights

POLITICS
EDEXCEL
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) 9PL0

As a school we have traditionally supported the 
annual Young Minds #HelloYellow campaign, which 

coincides with World Mental Health Day, and aims 
to raise awareness of mental health issues in young 
people.
Monday 10 October is World 
Mental Health Day
'Make mental health & well-
being for all a global priority' 
420,000 young people are 

now being treated for mental 
health problems every month. 
Everyone deserves the right to 
get support should they feel they need it.
We would like every student in the school to wear an 
item of yellow on 10th Oct to help raise awareness of 
this important issue.

#HelloYellow

A history of academic success – each year, including 
2022, our A level results lead to students heading to 
universities all over the country including Oxbridge, 
Durham, Exeter and London. In addition, an increasing 
number of our students go on to take apprenticeships.
A wide range of subjects – with a selection of 
vocational courses to complement our extensive range of 
A level subjects, students are able to choose a combination 
that best suits them. 
Outstanding teaching – all courses are taught by 
subject specialists. All areas of the sixth form were graded 
outstanding during our last Ofsted inspection in 2017.

“I think the teaching within St Bede’s is excellent, the 
Lesson 10 assessments are amazing to get students to 
challenge themselves.” (Ned, Year 13)

Support and guidance – we have a team of dedicated 
sixth form tutors designed to help every individual excel.

"The relationship you have with teachers in the sixth 
form is very different to lower school, you are treated 
more like adults." (Melia, alumni 2020)

Enrichment opportunities – we offer a wide range 
of enrichment opportunities for all students in both Year 
12 and 13, from helplining with younger students, mental 
health ambassadors, helping with RAG week to becoming 
a senior student. We also offer a host of extra-curricular 
opportunities for all. At St Bede’s we also offer the Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ) to all sixth form students with 
excellent results.

“I have really enjoyed helplining with the younger 
students, it's been really rewarding.” (Jane, Year 13)

Excellent facilities – sixth form students have access 
to all our excellent teaching facilities as well as their own 
exclusive areas to study or socialise, which includes a 
recently refurbished sixth form common room and café.

The St Bede’s Sixth Form has so much to offer!


