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Headlines 
Yesterday we began our September 

2021 admissions launch for St 
Bede’s Sixth Form. Over the next 
few weeks we will be sharing 
information regarding the wide 
range of courses that we offer 

with prospective students and their 
parents/carers. In recent years we 

have been able to offer a broad selection of A level 
subjects alongside a number of vocational courses. The 
Sixth Form at St Bede’s continues to expand but the 
high quality teaching that takes place on a daily basis 
remains.  
Together with my senior team, I drop into sixth form 
lessons to get a flavour of the quality of teaching that 
students are receiving and to ensure that standards 
remain high. I am pleased to report that we have a very 
large number of outstanding specialist subject teachers 
at St Bede’s Sixth Form. It is down to this high quality 
teaching and the hard work of sixth form students which 
produces consistent excellent results each summer. 
As you will be aware the vast majority of our students 
in the summer were able to attend their first choice 
university. It has been lovely to hear so many happy 
stories of those who have gone onto further study this 
year. 

Over the summer period I was copied into a large 
number of emails from students and parents/carers 
which thanked the teaching staff and the sixth form 
leadership team for their support. One email sent by a 
student to Mrs Tottey stated the following:
"I have just got back from collecting my results and 
couldn't be happier. Receiving A*AA and A* in my EPQ 
made me cry from shock when I opened them! I can't 
thank you enough for the support and guidance you 
have given me over the last two years, especially this 
year and helping me with applications and my EPQ. 
Thank you for your guidance throughout as it made 
the project so enjoyable and worthwhile. Moving to 
St Bede's for the sixth form has been the best decision 
I've made, and what made it even better was how 
welcoming and supportive everybody was. I said to 
myself, before I got the grades, that if I didn't get what I 
needed, at least I had the best sixth form experience. So 
thank you for that and everything you have done for us."
This demonstrates not only the outstanding teaching 
that we provide but also the level of pastoral care 
available. I am delighted that our new Year 12 cohort is 
the largest we have had in many years. This signals the 
trust that students have in us and I look forward to the 
vast majority of our current Year 11 students joining St 
Bede’s Sixth Form next September.

Mr A Powell

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental Feedback
"I can't thank you and the school enough for support through this crazy time; as a Mum, having a school 
you have 100-percent faith in is absolutely priceless." (Year 11 parent)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Sixth Form virtual open events
We look forward to a time when we can once again welcome 

students and their parents/carers into St Bede's for an open 
event, however, in the meantime we are really pleased to be able to share our sixth 
form prospectus and course leaflets for September 2021 entry. All documents were 
made available on our website yesterday and we shared an 'Introduction 
to the Sixth Form' along with messages from current and ex students. 
Click here to view our Sixth Form Virtual Open Events page
The deadline for applications is Tuesday 1 December 2020.
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Diary
Week 1
Saturday 24 October
Foodbank 'Drive Thru'
=========================

26-30 October
Half term break
31 October
Deadline for receiving Year 7 
September 2021 applications
=========================

Week 2
Monday 2 November
Y8 HPV and Y7 flu catch up
Wednesday 4 November
Oxbridge entrance exams
Thursday 5 November
Oxbridge entrance exams
Friday 6 November
Parent newsletter - Issue 4
=========================

Important dates
Tuesday 10 November
KS4 Certificates evening - TBC
Thursday 12 November
Sixth form subject info evening
16-20 November
Anti-Bullying Week 2020
Tuesday 17 November
Y13 Parents' evening - TBC
=========================

Important:
Parents are requested to ensure their 
child attends all school days. Please 
regularly check the calendar and key 
dates which are updated with holidays 
and INSET days for this academic 
year. See our sports calendar for team 
fixtures.

Making face coverings
Once again, we find ourselves 

adjusting to having to wear 
face coverings in all areas of our 
lives including school, shops, 
restaurants and public transport. 
As the demand for face coverings 
increases my parishioners from 
Betchworth have again stepped 
into action and are busy sewing 
masks for students who require an 
emergency face covering. However, 
these are limited in number, so Camilla has kindly provided a step-by-step guide 
of how to make your own. It is really simple and fun to make; I am not the best 
at sewing so if I can make one anyone can! Just click on this link to 'Making a 
mask'. You can personalise a mask to your style and take pride in having made it 
yourself rather than buying one or using disposable ones.
Good luck, Revd Anna

A reminder that the school 
shop is open, however, all 
purchases should be made 
online then collected the next 
day. Please could you ask your 
child to collect the items from 
the school shop during the 
opening hours. Parents/carers 
are also able to collect from 
the shop during the regular 
opening times.

Monday - Friday
10.45am - 2.15pm

There are a large number of 
purchases being made and not 
collected. If you are having 
difficulty collecting items, 
please email school.shop@
st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk or call 
01737 214069.

School shop Shout out to our catering, cleaning 
and site teams
It has been a huge undertaking to ensure the safety and cleanliness in a school 

that houses around 2000 people including staff. Over the last couple of months 
we have seen many changes implemented including outside sinks for students 
to wash their hands, every classroom having their own sanitising station on 
entry and the additional bins that have been placed for the safer disposal of face 
coverings and tissues. Our catering team have had the challenge of ensuring all 
students can get food in the shorter lunch break and students have adapted 
quickly. We have a team of cleaners who walk the whole school throughout the 
day cleaning the main touch points eg door handles. We would just like to say a 
huge thank you to all of them for their commitment and hard work.

On Friday 9 October, students and staff brightened up St Bede's School with 
yellow clothing and accessories of all kinds for #HelloYellow to support the 

Young Minds charity and World Mental Health Day.
Thank you to everyone who has paid this year's mufti day charity money online. 
This will be split evenly across the six planned mufti days this academic year and 
each year group's chosen charity. If you have not yet donated, but would still like 
to, please go to the Tucasi Scopay online payments system > Charity: Trips and 
Events > Mufti Donations and make a donation (minimum £6.00).
A reminder that information on accessing internal and external support for 
students' and their families' mental health and wellbeing can be found on our 
website www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding. There are 
also tips for looking after mental health and details of support on p14/15 of the 
student diaries.

#HelloYellow and World Mental #HelloYellow and World Mental 
Health Day Health Day 
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https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/making-a-mask.pdf?ts=1602494422666
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/making-a-mask.pdf?ts=1602494422666
https://www.scopay.com/surreystbedes/
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding


During these difficult times, the foodbanks across 
Surrey have seen a sharp rise in client numbers and 

also a significant drop in donations. As a school we have 
been asked to help.
We will be holding another Foodbank 'Drive Thru' on 
Saturday 24 October - 9.30-4.00pm. You will not need 
to leave your vehicle. To maintain a steady flow, the 
following times have been allocated. If you are unable to 
make your timeslot, please just come along when you can.
9.30 - 11.00am  - Year 7 & 8 
11.00am - 12.30pm  - Year 9 & 10
12.30 -2.00pm  - Year 11 & 12
2.00  - 3.30pm  - Year 13
If as many families as possible from St Bede's donated 
at least one item, we could make a huge difference. 
Please do not feel that you have to go out especially in 
order to donate; any items that you already have in your 
cupboards or could pick up with your usual shopping 
routine are very much appreciated.

Below is a list of priority items that the foodbank needs. 
Tinned cold meat (ham/chicken - not meals please)
Brown sauce (smaller bottles preferred)
Spreads (especially jam, honey, peanut butter)
Tomato ketchup (smaller bottles preferred) 
Mayonnaise (smaller bottles preferred) 
Cooking oil (smaller bottles preferred)
Cooking sauces/pasta sauces
Sugar (small packs)
Meat/vegetable soup Long life milk Custard
Tinned sweetcorn Instant mash 
Laundry tablets (preferably not liquid/powder)
Shampoo (not conditioner please) 
Nappies Size 6 Toothpaste Handwash
Deodorant Shower gel
For full information about the drive thru and a full list of 
items that are needed at this time please click here.
For more information about the St Matthews Foodbank, 
please visit www.redhillfoodbank.org.uk.

Foodbank 'Drive Thru' - Saturday 24 October

Our Year 8 students have begun their elective 
lessons, where they have the opportunity to learn 

about something they would not normally learn in Year 
8 at St Bede’s. Electives also develop or enhance a whole 
variety of different skills. 
When we visited the 'special effects' elective, students 
were completely engrossed in their activity using their 
'home made' green screen and a special effects app. 

The special effects elective allows students to 
experience and experiment with a range of practical and 
digital effects used in the film and television industry. 
This includes experimenting with fizzes, pyrotechnics, 
green screens and slime!! The aim is to create a short 
stop motion movie, incorporating as many techniques 
as they can. This has really brought out the students' 
creativity and imagination!

Year 8 Electives - Special Effects

Parent Zone is a really useful website that provides a 
variety of information to help guide parents/carers 

through the challenges of online safety and digital family 
life. It includes a wide range of online guidance, the 
majority of which is accessible for free.
However, as a school, we also pay a subscription to 
Parent Zone Parent Lounge. St Bede’s parents/carers can 
access this area for free and find further resources. As 
part of a review of this service, we would really like to 
hear from parents/carers that have used Parent Zone. If 
you are able to find the time to share your feedback on 
the following we would be very grateful:
• Do you find the Parent Zone website easy to 

navigate?
• What do you find to be the most useful information 

(particular articles, tips, guidance, links).
• Have you signed up for Parent Lounge?
• Have you signed up for the regular newsletter 

updates? Or will you?

• Is this website a useful tool to find information 
relating to general parenting issues/guidance?

• Are there any other websites you would recommend 
to our parents/carers?

Thank you in advance for taking the time to respond - 
please send your Parent Zone feedback to info@st-
bedes.surrey.sch.uk.

Digital Parenting Week 2020 - celebrating 
parents: 26-30 October - click here

Parent Zone for online safety - your feedback
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On Friday 2 October a group of Year 13 geographers 
visited Highcliffe and Barton-on sea, Dorset 

to collect data for their geography NEAs. We were 
extremely lucky that the weather was dry for the whole 
day and we were able to carry out a range of tasks along 
the coastline. The students worked extremely hard in 
chilly and blustery conditions and the day went very well. 
Thank you to Mr Gibbons and Miss Ramsdale for driving 

us all to Dorset in what were, at times, very difficult 
conditions. On Friday 9 October, a second group of 
Year 13 geographers visited Boscombe, Dorset. Again the 
students worked extremely hard to collect a variety of 
data to help them with their NEA investigations. Thank 
you to Mr Gibbons and Miss Hill who accompanied this 
group.

Miss Jones, Head of Geography

Year 13 geography fieldtrip

On Monday 12 October 25 Year 13 biologists 
attended Juniper Hall in Dorking to complete a 

day of fieldwork. The students visited a new site up on 
Mickleham Downs, called The Gallops. This is an area that 
was historically used for training horses linked to Epsom 
Downs Racecourse but is now an area dominated by dog 

walkers. The students looked at the impact of trampling 
and took samples to study the way in which the habitat 
would develop if left undisturbed. The weather was a 
little damp (although luckily not the deluge they had at 
school at bus time that day!) but we were well prepared 
and we had an enjoyable and successful visit.

Year 13 biology fieldtrip

JOIN OUR SIXTH FORM 
We welcome students to join our sixth form from any faith or non faith 

background, to be a part of our friendly and strong community
We provide outstanding teaching and have a consistently high success rate 

with students who gain their first choice university place including a number 
at Oxbridge and to study medicine

Excellent support and guidance provided for a successful future
Rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted in January 2017

Application deadline is Tuesday 1 December 2020. To find out more about 
our sixth form admissions, facilities, courses and extensive opportunities, go 

to www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/193/welcome-to-the-sixth-form.

2021 
entry

Parental feedback
"Dear Mrs Tottey & Sixth Form Team, This is a belated thank you for my son's time at St Bede's Sixth Form. Although 
he joined just after the start of Year 12, he thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to attend the school and wished he 
had done so earlier. His confidence has grown and he has now achieved a place at University of Sheffield to study 
MEng Bioengineering. He had applied to study Foundation with degree, but was upgraded by the university to go 
straight into the 1st Year degree course, following his results. A very successful outcome after an unprecedented 
time and we are so appreciative for all your team's hard work." (ex St Bede's parent)


