
SPANISHAQA
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) 7692The first term of Year 12 is devoted to the transition between GCSE 

and A-level. Grammar is revised thoroughly so that you are well 

prepared to progress quickly and you will significantly broaden your 

vocabulary as you study the topic areas. Much of each lesson will 

be conducted in Spanish and you will get plenty of opportunity to 

practise speaking through pair work, group work and class debate. 

You will use authentic materials and access resources on the internet 

for research and individual study.A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
The four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing will be 

developed through a variety of topic areas which reflect your 

interests. These include family, the digital world, music, TV and 

cinema and customs and traditions. The second year of the A-level 

course adds the following themes: multiculturalism in Hispanic 

society and aspects of political life. You will also study a Spanish-

language film and a literary text.
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Headlines 
Yesterday evening we held our 

annual Sixth Form Open Evening.  
Miss Woodroofe and Mrs Tottey 
outlined our vision for the sixth form 
and how we aim to provide the best 
possible experience for our current 

Year 11 students who will move into 
Year 12 in September. It is clear that 

both sixth form leaders are determined and 
passionate about creating the best possible learning 
environment for their students.     
Over the last few years the sixth form has gone from 
strength to strength. Attainment and progress scores 
have remained strong and equally impressive is the 
percentage of students who start and finish their 
qualifications in the sixth form. St Bede’s statistics sit 
comfortably above the local and national averages.  
This is due to the excellent care and support provided 
by, not only the sixth form pastoral team, but also the 
teaching staff here.
Over the last week I have dropped into a number of 
A level biology, chemistry and physics lessons and 
it is clear that students make rapid, substantial and 
sustained progress over time in these subjects. Our Year 
12 and 13 students thrive in lessons, they love learning, 
are resilient, curious and interested. Students seek out 
and use new information to develop and deepen their 
key skills and understanding. Teachers have consistently 
high expectations of all students and they are 
determined that our sixth form students achieve well. 
It is fair to say that the sixth form has been a busy 
place over the last few weeks with the enrichment 
programme now in full flow including sixth formers 
becoming subject leaders and helpers to students in 

Years 7-9. Many of our sixth form students support our 
younger students with paired numeracy and literacy 
as well as becoming mental health ambassadors. 
So many of our Year 12 and 13 students live out our 
school values of belonging and service every day that 
they are here.  
In the summer I received an email from parents who 
had a son in Year 11 and another in Year 13 who 
expressed their gratitude to the school and sixth 
form. I was delighted to receive this feedback and it 
once again demonstrates how special this school and 
sixth form are: “As our eldest son has just received his 
fantastic A Level results and is about to embark on 
his next step at his chosen university and our younger 
son has just received his excellent GCSE results and 
is planning to continue at St Bede's Sixth Form, we 
wanted to say a huge thank you to you and your 
amazing team at St Bede’s for all the incredible hard 
work and dedication over the years and especially in 
the last 18 months. We are all very proud to be part of 
the St Bede’s community and the boys, both with such 
different characters, have both flourished there."
We will continue to invest in our sixth form facilities 
including refurbishing the common room and ensuring 
that class sizes remain small so that students receive 
personalised tutoring and high quality one-to-one 
support. You will see within this newsletter our new 
senior student body.  We will work with this great 
bunch of students to develop and improve the sixth 
form further to ensure that every student flourishes at 
St Bede’s.
God Bless.

Mr A Powell, Headteacher

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Sixth form alumni feedback
"Sixth form taught me a lot about myself. The independence and the ability to focus solely on 
subjects I was passionate about allowed me to become more and more myself, and overall I really 
enjoyed my time there." (Ruth Cheek)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Sixth Form information
Our prospectus and course leaflets are all 

now available on the school website. If 
you have any queries, please email the sixth 

form team on sixthform@
st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk. 
Students can choose 
from 26 A levels and four 
Cambridge Technicals.

New
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Diary
Dates to note
Tuesday 19 October
Y13 Biology trip to Wakehurst
Thursday 21 October
Break up for half term
Y13 Parents' evening
Friday 22 October
School Closed
25-29 October
Half term break
Tuesday 2 November
Psychology trip to Marwell Zoo
Friday 5 November
Parent Newsletter (Issue 04)
Monday 8 November
PwP: Daniel Spargo-Mabbs 
  Foundation - Drug Education
_______________________

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that school 
staff are unavailable to respond 
to emails during those times. 
Therefore, for support please find 
contact information for Surrey 
Children's Services at the bottom 
of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please go to 
www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/
support-and-safeguarding

A number of current and ex St Bede's 
students performed in the recent 

Youth East Surrey Performing Arts 
(YESPA) production of Fiddler on the Roof 
at the Harlequin Theatre in Redhill. Feedback from the show was impressive and 
positive. Well done to everyone involved. To find out more about YESPA go to 
www.yespa.org.uk/ or email yespateam@gmail.com.
"The whole show was incredible and x has thoroughly enjoyed every second! x 
can’t wait to hear what will be coming up next with YESPA over the next year!" 
 "It was amazing...every single person sang so well"
"All of my family and friends who came to see the show were blown away by the 
exceptional talent of each cast member."
"That was the best day of my life" (a young cast member to the show's Director).

Top performance

St Bede's Admissions Consultation - please see our website regarding 
proposed amendments to our Admissions Policy 2023/24. https://www.st-

bedes.surrey.sch.uk/175/admissions 
If you wish to comment please email consultation2023-24@st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk for the attention of Mr A Powell by the closing date, Monday 22 
November 2021.

St Bede's Admissions Consultation

To Miss Rollason who ran the 
London Marathon in 3.09 hours 
and managed to beat her 
personal best. She was delighted 
when some of her students said 
they had seen her and were 
cheering her on during the race.

Well done!

It's been busy again in the library! Year 7s have each been choosing a free book 
under the Bookbuzz scheme, which we have run for several years with the 

generous support of the Friends of St Bede's, working with the BookTrust 
charity. Details of the scheme and this year's choice of books are on the 
Bookbuzz website; the books will be delivered later in the year (in time for 
Christmas, we hope!).
Meanwhile, October is Black History Month; we are celebrating the history of 
people of African and Caribbean heritage in the UK and promoting books by Black 
writers with a display of fiction and non-fiction resources in the library. Thursday 
7 October was National Poetry Day and we had fun with a range of activities, 
including a reading by Mr Finch, encouraging students to read and write poems.

Library news

Determination!Determination!

Please click here to read 
the joint letter from 

the Secretaries of State 
for Education and Health 
to parents about the 
vaccination of children 
aged 12 to 15 and the 
importance of continuing 
with twice-weekly 
COVID-19 testing and 
reporting.

COVID-19 update to all schools
Rt Hon Nadhim Zahawi MP 

Secretary of State for Education 
 

Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street  
Westminster,  London, SW1P 3BT  

 
From the Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP 

Secretary of State for Health and Social Care 
 

39 Victoria Street 
London, SW1H 0EU  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
A joint letter to parents of secondary school and college students in England on Covid-
19 testing and vaccines from the Secretaries of State for Education and for Health and 
Social Care 
 

11th October 2021 

COVID-19 AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN ENGLAND 

We know that children and young people have been hugely affected by the pandemic, both in 
terms of their education and their ability to socialise and participate in activities that benefit 
them outside of formal education. 

We want to thank you as parents and guardians of secondary school and college students for 
your support over the last eighteen months. We know this time has been difficult for many of 
you, as well as for the young people you care for.  

As students return to the classroom, we would ask for your continued support to make sure 
your children are able to stay in face-to-face learning, by encouraging them to:  

• test themselves for COVID-19 twice a week, and more frequently if they are specifically 
asked to do so. This way, we can find individuals who have the virus but are not 
showing symptoms, and stop them from passing it on to others.  
 

• come forward for the COVID-19 vaccine. This is one of the best things young people 
can do to protect themselves and those around them.  

 

We know that students have missed a lot of time in school and college since the pandemic 
started, and that there is no substitute for face-to-face learning. Keeping students in the 
classroom in the coming months is therefore a Government priority, both for their immediate 
and longer-term wellbeing. 

We know that some of you will be concerned about the health risks to the young people you 
care for. We want to reassure you that the evidence shows that young people remain at very 
low risk of serious illness from COVID-19.  

However, we need to continue to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Young people who get ill 
will need to miss school or college, and may spread it to others. That is why we are 
encouraging you all to support your children to get vaccinated and to continue to test regularly. 
This will help to detect cases early, reduce spread, and keep students in education.  

 
Vaccination 

Vaccines are our best defence against COVID-19. They help protect young people, and 
benefit those around them. Vaccination makes people less likely to catch the virus and less 
likely to pass it on. 
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Year 13 Parliament trip
It was a genuine relief to feel 

like things had returned to 
some semblance of normality as 
Mr Lawrence and I met up with 
our Year 13 A level politics class 
at Redhill Station to set off on 
a real life school trip! Only the 
wad of spare masks and extra 
hand sanitiser in the first aid kit 
reminded us that things weren't 
quite back to how they used to 
be, but it was still fantastic to 
get the train to London Victoria and walk along to the 
Houses of Parliament on a beautiful sunny September 
day. I think the students secretly enjoyed the walk as 
well, despite some pleas for us to take the tube to get 
just a mile down the road! The guides at Parliament 
were also really grateful to welcome one of their first 
school parties since they had restarted group tours, and 
we joined them for a 15-minute introductory film 
 

about the history of 
Parliament, before 
setting off on the tour of 
the building. It was very 
quiet due to it being 
conference season so 
we were able to see all 
the rooms that would 
ever be open to visitors, 
including where the Queen gets ready for the State 
Opening of Parliament (somewhere behind a secret 
panel in the wall of the Robing Room), and then the 
Houses of Commons and Lords, which always surprise 
students in terms of how unexpectedly small they are. 
After the obligatory photos, we then moved on to the 
nearby Supreme Court. Although there is less to see 
in this more modern building, it was an opportunity 
for those students who are considering a career in 
law to get a preview of somewhere that they might be 
spending time in a professional capacity in a few years.

Mr Purkiss

On Monday 27 September students and staff in MFL 
celebrated European Day of Languages with a very 

successful cake bake. Around 80 cakes were brought 
in by students from Years 7, 8 and 9 and the effort that 
students put into baking the delicious cakes was very 
obvious to see. There was a huge array of excellent cakes 
and cupcakes and each student who entered will receive 
a certificate for their efforts. It was very hard for sixth 
form languages students and staff to choose winners, 

but eventually we awarded first prize to Ruby Nash (Y7) 
for a beautiful cake which looked like a dish of Spanish 
paella. Joint second prizes went to Lily Sweetinburgh 
(Y8) for an intricate representation of countries in the 
whole of Europe and to Lydia Parker (Y8) who produced 
a beautifully decorated cake with a welcome inscription 
in Irish ‘céad mile fáilte’ on the side. It was very pleasing 
to see such a great turnout. Bravo to all who took part!

Mrs Kelly

European Day of Languages

1st Joint 
2nd

Sixth form cafe refurbishment
We have recently refurbished the sixth form cafe. Senior students 

provided their input into the furniture and decoration, creating a 
fantastic area for socialising, studying or simply purchasing lunch. Sixth 
form students are enjoying using the area and a group of Year 13s gave 
positive feedback and they all repeated, "I really like it;" one said, "I've 
used it to study because it was quiet," while another said "It's a really 
nice place to just sit and talk."



SENIOR STUDENTS 2021-2022
Eleanor Booth
Ellie is applying to study neuroscience with a hope to do a PhD in the subject. She is currently 
studying chemistry, maths and music and would usually be involved in the music department 
playing alto saxophone in Slide and oboe in the senior orchestra. Ellie is hoping to tutor younger 
students in the music department and organise RAG Week events. She is also looking forward 
to introducing new Year 12s to the sixth form which she says is “far more personal, less people 
per class, more one-to-one time with teachers who treat you more like an adult with more 
independent work. Everyone is friends, you find yourself talking to just about anyone.” 

Siobhan Bradshaw
Currently studying A levels in maths, further maths and biology, Siobhan is looking to study 
biology at a Russell Group university. Her hobbies are playing tennis at her local club and 
playing the piano. Siobhan is looking forward to leading some of the events organised by the 
senior students and representing the school. She says, “the teachers have been so friendly 
and personable that adjusting to A levels hasn’t been a problem at all. The atmosphere 
amongst the students in the sixth form has been very relaxed and has enabled me to widen 
my circle of friends.”

Giada Chaves De Freitas
Giada is studying A levels in maths, further maths, Spanish and economics with a plan to read 
economics at university. Along with Jane-Frances Udoyeh, she has founded and led discussions 
in St Bede’s Economics Society and is hoping to help with academic mentoring and organising 
the social events. Giada says “The smaller class sizes mean I’m not afraid to ask questions,” and 
“My favourite part about the sixth form is there’s no division; everyone is so diverse but we all 
get along.” She hopes to pursue a career in investment banking as her dream has always been to 
work in the city.

Calum Jordan
Currently studying A levels in physics, maths and geography, Calum is planning to apply for 
a geophysics, environmental science or an engineering degree at university. He was part of 
a team who walked 12 hours during RAG Week and raised over £1,000 and is working on 
completing his Gold DofE Award. Calum is planning to help coordinate the charity and sixth 
form social events over the next year. He says in the sixth form “the students really care about 
the subjects they are studying“ and it “ is a very close knit community.”

Samuel Lumsden
Sam is planning to study either law or politics at university after completing A levels in 
economics, history, English literature and an EPQ (on the effectiveness of the UN on human 
rights). He says that in the sixth form “the teaching feels personal whilst also focusing on 
everyone. The environment is both relaxed and mature and provides a good transition 
between secondary school and higher education.” Sam is looking forward to being involved in 
the organisation of annual charity events and other activities.

Zara Lyth
Zara is currently studying A levels in maths, history and English literature and hopes to study 
a psychology degree. She is looking forward to helplining with younger students and being 
involved in supporting students’ mental health. Zara describes the sixth form teaching as 
“supportive, constructive and encouraging.” She says, “The atmosphere is fun, inviting and 
there is always something interesting happening!” She is hoping to go into psychotherapy 
after completing her degree.

Caitlin Maden
Caitlin plans on studying a sociology degree at university after studying drama, sociology and 
RS, philosophy, and ethics at A level. They served on the sixth form council in Year 12 and 
are very excited to be involved in more extra-curricular activities when restrictions permit. 
Due to Caitlin’s passion for social equality they are looking forward to chairing the sixth form 
council meetings as part of the senior student team in order to support the school’s diverse 
community. Caitlin describes the sixth form’s teaching as “personal and engaging” within a 
“dynamic, supportive, and tight-knit” community.



In June, Year 12 students are invited to apply for the senior student team by submitting a formal written 
letter. This year they were interviewed by Mrs Tottey, Mr Powell and Miss Woodroofe. Once selected, 
the team organises a range of events during the year culminating in the annual RAG Week.

Samuele Matata
Samuele is studying A levels in maths, further maths, physics and economics and hopes to do 
a masters in mechanical engineering at university with a keen interest in a more sustainable 
future. He participates in music lessons and is part of a football club outside of school and 
hopes to get involved with organising new school extra-curricular activities, social and 
fundraising events. Samuele says, “The teaching at the sixth form is very student oriented, 
teachers are always willing and able to reply to emails about any queries and it is an inclusive 
community. The sixth form is an open place and anyone feels happy and able to participate.”

Millie Minns
Currently taking psychology, geography and business A levels, Millie hopes to go on to study 
law (with a year abroad) at university with a plan to pursue a career as a lawyer in human rights. 
She has taken part in live taster sessions with Year 10 students, providing an insight to sixth form 
life. She says, “The teaching in the sixth form is extremely supportive and to a high standard. 
The atmosphere is light-hearted and friendly, there is a great sense of community.” Over the 
next year Millie would like to “be part of the academic mentoring to the younger students and 
lead a new role surrounding mental health.”

Dennis Nazare
Dennis, who is studying design & technology and media A levels as well as CTEC business, 
is aiming to take an interior architecture and design course after. He has been playing for a 
football team outside of school and would like to make sixth form activities more diverse 
with more interactions between the upper and lower sixth form as well as with the rest of the 
school. He says the teaching in the sixth form is “ informal, but serious when needed with all 
work completed with excellence” and the atmosphere is ”friendly, jokey and accepting of all.”

Lottie Roessler
Lottie, whose hobbies are singing and playing guitar, is studying A levels in biology, chemistry 
and history. She says in the sixth form, “the teachers are enthusiastic and dedicated and will 
not hesitate to talk to you outside of lesson time.” Lottie is hoping to expand provision and 
introduce new services in academic mentoring and become sixth form voice coordinator, 
encouraging students’ input towards the sixth form. She says there is a “collaborative and 
supportive, sense of everyone in it together” atmosphere in the sixth form. Lottie is planning to 
study medicine at university with hopes to become a surgeon or obstetrician. 

Samuel Seward
Samuel, who is studying A levels in biology, chemistry, geography and an EPQ (on the 
capabilities of genome editing), is planning to study a degree in biochemistry for a career 
in pharmaceuticals or scientific research. He is part of a football club outside of school and 
during RAG Week 2021 did a sponsored bike ride with friends for the chosen charities. Samuel 
describes the sixth form atmosphere as “friendly, relaxed and inclusive” and says, “Teachers set 
high expectations for all students and support you to achieve the grades you want.” Samuel is 
looking forward to organising the induction day for new Year 12s and RAG Week events.

Sophie Surallie
Sophie is planning to apply to do either law or politics at university after she completes her A 
levels in politics, sociology and photography. She is “excited to join Caitlin in being a diversity 
representative, speaking on topics not always touched on,” and is looking forward to being part 
of the communications team and chairing the sixth form council. She has already participated 
in live sessions about the sixth form with Year 10 students. Sophie says in the sixth form, “the 
teaching is good, especially as the classes are small, you get more personalised support if you 
need it and it is very much a community environment where you get to know different people.” 

Jane-Frances Udoyeh
Jane is studying A levels in economics, chemistry, maths and AS further maths. She is going 
on to study economics at university and plans on working in banking and finance. Jane, who 
founded the St Bede’s Economics Society for students to “share thoughts and ideas outside 
the curriculum”, says that “teaching in the sixth form is very engaging. I have felt supported 
throughout my sixth form journey so far,” and “the close-knit community makes the sixth 
form a welcoming and progressive learning environment.” Jane plans to help coordinate 
paired numeracy and literacy as well as organise a charity event for the unhoused in London.



#HelloYellow - supporting Young Minds#HelloYellow - supporting Young Minds
Thank you to students and parents who supported 

#HelloYellow on Friday 8 October. The school 'shone' 
with positivity and it was fantastic to see how many 
students and staff supported the initiative. Particular 
highlights were the fantastic decorations, cookies and 
muffins produced by Lisa Pacey and her team in the 
canteen who went all out to impress and the library who 
promoted the message with a 'shelf help' display. We all 
have mental health and it was great that so many people 
participated to raise awareness of emotional issues and 

to show that no-one need suffer on their 
own.
If you or your child need support with 
mental health concerns, please see our 
website for internal and external support  
available www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.
uk/4254/mental-health-and-wellbeing-
support-available  

Ms Sharp, Student Welfare Lead

This week deputy heads of year 7-11 have been 
meeting with representatives from each form to 

discuss the progress made by last year’s Pupil Voice. 
Read below, just a few examples of the outcomes from 
last year’s Pupil Voice.
“There is too much litter in the playground and the 
bins are overflowing...The environment is really 
important to us and so is recycling.”
We have purchased more bins for the playground. They 
are bigger too. We have also purchased recycle bins. 
Did you know that the paper bins in your classroom 
can be used for recyclable plastics, tins and paper 
based packaging? These are disposed of in our weekly 
recycling collection. 
“More needs to be spoken about regarding LGBTQ+, 
mental health and diversity.”
We agree.
Ms Sharp (Head of Year 10) is now the school’s lead 
for student wellbeing and wants to help. During the 
next half of the autumn term Ms Sharp will be meeting 
with students and teachers who are keen to promote a 
culture of acceptance and raise awareness of LGBTQ+ 
within our school community. This may involve the 
setting up of a support group and using Pupil Voice to 
create resources that can be embedded within the PSHE 
and Citizenship curriculum. 
Miss Woodroofe (Head of Year 13) and the sixth form 
senior students are developing form time activities and 
resources ahead of Black History Month.

“We don’t tell teachers because it’s not always a big 
enough issue.”
We want to know if something is happening that is not 
acceptable. 
Harmful sexual behaviours in particular are highlighted 
as a concern in and around schools and the students’ 
lives. The ‘Everyone's Invited’ website has received 
thousands of reports from young people across the UK 
about what has happened to them in school or out at 
parties, in the park, on the bus etc. As a school we are 
responding by launching a new reporting system very 
soon. We strongly believe this will help.
This year students will be split into three committees 
to help focus the conversations into matters relating 
to education, environment and equality. I look forward 
to working with the students progressing the school in 
these areas over this academic year.

Mr Blount

Pupil Voice 2020-21: Students said, we did...
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(*St Bede’s does not endorse any product, service, company or claims made.)

Redhill - Past, present 
and future
Are you and/or your child/

children interested in the 
history of Redhill or maybe the 
changes happening and how 
it will look in the future. If so, 
register for The Reigate Society 
talk on Monday 18 October 
at 7.30pm at The Harlequin 
Theatre in Redhill using this 
link www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
redhill-past-present-future-
tickets-167889799911
The Reigate Society are eager to have the younger 
generations in attendance.

Junior Squash at Reigate Squash Club
Reigate Squash Club is celebrating its 85th birthday this year. We welcome players of all 

abilities and we are very lucky to have two, level 3 England Squash coaches, Clare and 
Samuel, who offer excellent coaching opportunities for beginners, ladies, juniors, returning 
players and everyone in between.
Our Junior Squash section has over 80 players catering for boys and girls up to the age of eighteen. We 
actively encourage juniors to participate in the game through the organisation of enjoyable junior coaching, 
junior leagues, junior teams, annual competitions and of course juniors enjoy subsidised court fees. Many 
juniors have progressed so well in the junior section that they now play in the adult leagues and some adult 
teams!
Please contact head coach, Clare Wright (clare.wright94@hotmail.com) for more details on our regular 
Saturday junior coaching sessions. For more information about Reigate Squash Club and Junior Squash, 
please visit our website https://reigate.mycourts.co.uk/index.asp.

Natasha's Law Statement
The UK Food Information Amendment, also known as 
Natasha’s Law, came into effect on 1st October 2021. 
This legislation requires food businesses to provide 
ingredient lists and allergen labelling on foods made on 
the premises and pre-packaged for direct sale (PPDS).
We work closely with our supply chain to ensure the 
allergen information we hold for our ingredients is 
maintained and as accurate as possible; we have 
invested in recipe management software that links to 
our labelling platform to our suppliers for accurate data 
reporting.
Our recipes are tried and tested by our Food 
Development Team who, by using managed buying 
lists, can be sure our recipes are made to our exact 
requirements and quality standards.
We have always maintained a high degree of 
responsibility in the management of allergens and 

have comprehensive 
procedures in place 
to maintain these 
expectations. Our 
commitment as your catering provider continues by 
ensuring we are compliant with this new legislation and 
you can be assured that the ingredient declaration on 
our labels is accurate.
Our pre-packaged menu items will have a new label 
that details the name of the food item, the simple 
allergens and the price on the front and the full 
ingredient declaration with the allergens highlighted in 
bold on the tail. 
We will continue to develop the information we 
provide to our customers so that our customers can 
continue to make informed choices in the future.

Many thanks to Fidelity International for their 
generous donation of IT equipment and a large 

TV screen to the school, which will be very useful for 
supporting and developing our IT provision at St Bede's.

Donation thanks

We would like to once again thank Reigate Squash Club for kindly allowing our students to 
utilise their WC facilities on the Reflection Walks recently.
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