
14 Oct 2022
Issue No 3

Headlines 
Last night we held our annual Sixth Form Open 

Evening. Miss Corry and Mrs Woodrofe outlined 
our vision for the sixth form and how we aim 
to provide the best possible experience for our 
current Year 11 students who will move into Year 
12 in September. It is evident that St Bede’s Sixth 

Form is an exciting place to be! 
This summer the sixth form celebrated its best ever 

examination results. Attainment and progress scores increased 
significantly from 2019 and places us above local and national 
averages. The overall progress score for the St Bede’s Sixth Form 
indicates that we are now in the top 10% in the country. This is down 
to the hard work and determination of our students but also signals 
the high quality teaching we are able to offer in the Sixth Form at St 
Bede’s.
The academic success of our Key Stage 5 provision is well supported 
by the sixth form pastoral team. Students and staff work well 
together and the leadership team consisting of Mrs Woodroofe, 
Miss Corry and Mrs Fleming-Wall are passionate about offering high 
quality pastoral care and careers guidance including support with 
UCAS and degree apprenticeships.
Since September I have dropped into a number of A level and 
vocational course lessons and it is clear that students make rapid, 
substantial and sustained progress over time in these subjects. 
Our Year 12 and 13 students thrive in lessons, they love learning, 
are resilient, curious and interested. Students seek out and use 
new information to develop and deepen their key skills and 
understanding. Teachers have consistently high expectations of 
all students and they are determined that our sixth form students 
achieve well. 
Over the last 12 months we have invested heavily in our sixth form 
facilities including refurbishing the sixth form cafe including all 
new seating, installing a Starbucks coffee machine and adding air 
conditioning units. We have also listened to student feedback and 
we are currently reviewing the menu offer. Furthermore, we have 
completely refurbished the sixth form common room so that this is a 
place to spend free time at break and lunchtimes.  
We will continue to invest in our sixth form facilities and will work 
hard to ensure that class sizes remain supportive so that students 
receive personalised teaching and high quality one-to-one tutoring/
mentoring. I will be meeting termly with senior students to develop 
and improve the sixth form further to ensure that every student 
flourishes at St Bede’s.
God bless.

Mr A Powell, Headteacher

Belonging Education Determination Excellence Service

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Open Evening feedback
"St Bede's has a nice almost family feel to it and the 
students who are already here seem very happy." 
(parent of an external student)
"Sixth form students were very enthusiastic and 
passionate about their subjects and made me want 
to find out more." (Year 11 student)
"It was interesting to see Year 11 students, including 
my son, engaging with the teachers confidently and 
independently of their parents." (Year 11 parent)

ParentNewsletter

Sixth Form Open Evening
Thank you to everyone who came along to 

our Sixth Form Open Evening yesterday. We 
hope you found it informative and that subject 
teachers and students were able to answer all 
your questions. If you have any further queries, 
please email sixthform@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk. 
Full information 
about the Sixth 
Form and all the 
course leaflets 
are now available 
on the school 
website (click 
here for courses 
on offer).
We are grateful 
to all the 
students who came along to help out during the 
evening, they all did a great job and are excellent 
advocates for our Sixth Form.
Important dates to note
The deadline for on time applications is 
1 December 2022.
Please note that the individual guidance meetings 
for all sixth form applicants will be held in school 
on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 February 2023. 
Parents/carers are welcome to join students in 
their meeting where a member of the senior 
leadership team will discuss their application and 
chosen subjects to ensure they have every chance 
of success.

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/153/courses-on-offer-and-prospectus
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/153/courses-on-offer-and-prospectus
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/153/courses-on-offer-and-prospectus


Huge congratulations to Eddie Rogers in Year 7 who spent eight weeks 
on trial at Fulham Football Club and has since been selected and signed 

into the Fulham FC Academy for U12s. This achievement is also a huge 
commitment for Eddie and his family with the intense training schedule and 
then travelling for matches, potentially anywhere across the country - all of 
this alongside school! We wish Eddie lots of luck and look forward to hearing 
more about his football journey in the near future.

Football success

Diary
Dates to note
Wednesday 19 October
Psychology Marwell Zoo trip
Y13 Action report published 
Friday 21 October
Y10 USA cultural exchange trip
Break up for half term
24-28 October
Half term break
Monday 31 October
INSET Day (3)
Tuesday 1 November
Second half of autumn term
Y12/13 Safe Drive Stay Alive
Y9 NHS Think Care 
performance
Wednesday 2 November
Y11/12/13 drama theatre visit
Friday 4 November
Parent Newsletter (Issue 4)
Y13 Sociology in Action
Y11 Mock Interviews
Monday 7 November
Friends of St Bede's AGM 
(7.00pm)
Tuesday 8 November
PwP KS4 Revision techniques 
and coping with exam stress
Wednesday 9 November
Y11 Progress report published

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

Friends of St Bede's update

Lost property reminder
If your child has lost any property this term, either unnamed or not clearly named with a 

full name/class, please could you send them to the SIMS office to look through the lost 
property room. All uncollected items will be disposed of at the end of the half term.

Literary achievement
A huge well done to Oliver (Y11) and Imogen Parsons (Y9) who recently 

had their book published, which is an amazing accomplishment at 
their age. They are both Harry Potter fans and worked hard for about six 
months together, researching and writing questions to compile the Harry 
Potter Quiz Book. They also had to learn about the editing process and 
ensure that their questions were not duplicated in other quiz books. They 
enjoyed testing their questions on friends and family during the writing 
process too! It is currently available on Amazon and would make a great 
stocking filler! To purchase the Harry Potter Quiz Book Volume II click here. 

The FOSB had our first meeting of the school year on Tuesday 4 October. 
We were delighted to have new people join us and have started planning 

events for the year. We hope to hold a quiz night soon and are looking 
forward to supporting various school events. The Year 7 welcome evening was 
a great success raising £73.59. 
Our AGM is being held on Monday 7 November at 7.00pm. We will be re-voting in the 
officers and have a vacancy for a Vice Chair. Do come along and support us, it’s a great 
way to get to know other parents.
We’d like to remind everyone about Easyfundraising, particularly with Christmas coming! 
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online. Over 7,000 brands 
will donate to us, including all the big names like eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, 
Expedia, M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch and many more! This means you can raise FREE donations 
for us no matter what you’re buying. If you haven’t signed up to support us yet, it’s easy 
and completely FREE. These donations really help us, so it would be great if you could take 
a moment to get started! You can find our easyfundraising page here: www.easyfunding.
org.uk or you can find the link on the Friends of St Bede's School website page.

Road closure - Southdown 324 diversion
We have been advised that Mill Lane in Hookwood will be closed from Monday 

17 October to mid December. This means that the 324 bus will need to follow a 
diversion.  Instead of turning left at the Air Balloon junction, the bus will go straight over 
to Vicarage Lane from Victoria Road and then turn right into Horley Row. This means that 
anyone who normally catches the bus from Reigate Road, Mill Lane or Lee Street will need 
to make their way to an alternative stop, eg Horley, opposite Lidl (7:26 am) or Horley Row 
(7:38 am).

October is National Bullying Prevention Month. 
Please find here three National Online Safety 

(NOS) posters (click to see larger versions) that you 
may find helpful if you or your child are concerned 
about online behaviours and attitudes towards others.

Online safety posters
F*!@!

...

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and educators with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online 
safety with their children, should they feel it is needed. Please visit nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults. 

What you n�d to know about...

What are they? Safety Tips Know the Risks
Cause reputational damage

If somebody screengrabs an intimate picture, 
personal update or comment taken out of context 

which was intended to remain private or confidential, 
it could cause reputational damage if leaked to other 

people or shared publicly. It could even be used as 
leverage for bullying or extortion.

Fraud

Never send valuable information such as financial 
details or passwords to other people or post it 

online, as it can be saved in a screengrab. That 
could allow a fraudster to breach your accounts 

and steal money and other precious information. 

‘Screengrabs’

Privacy breaches

Many messaging apps use end-to-end encryption to 
keep conversations private between users which 

makes them popular to use. However, screengrabs 
provide an easy way to breach a child’s privacy and 

any conversations they’ve held in confidence assum-
ing that the app encryption would protect them.

Can be undetected

Apps such as Snapchat will notify you if a post or 
message has been screengrabbed, but by then 

the damage may already have been done. 
Furthermore, some users have discovered ways to 
take screengrabs without being detected, which 

means children may never have any idea.

Discuss appropriate messaging

Prevention is always better than cure. Try talking to children 
to change their attitudes to the digital world. Foster a culture 

of honesty, maturity, and intelligence with regards to 
technology and warn them of the risks of sending sensitive 
information or inappropriate or embarrassing messages 

which could be used against them.

Talk about their feelings

Be proactive and try to spot changes in children’s behaviour. 
You should look out for some of the tell-tale signs of bullying, 

which include sadness, isolation, mood swings, a reluctance to 
socialise or go to school, and a decline in academic perfor-

mance. Try to encourage children to open up and discuss their 
feelings and why they might be feeling like this.

Draw on experience

Initiate conversations with children about their use of mes-
saging and social media apps. Be sensitive, and do not judge 

them. It may also help to share your own experiences – a child 
might find it easier to talk and better to relate to something 

coming from your own experience.

Block and report

Messaging apps and social media platforms have 
made it relatively easy to block and report other 

users, which is one of the first steps you can take to 
protect a child if they’re suffering from any abuse. In 

some cases, this could result in that person’s 
account being shut down. 

Implement privacy setting

Maximising children’s privacy settings on social 
media will provide them with an extra blanket of 

protection and will ensure that they only commu-
nicate with people they know well and trust, such 

as close friends and family. Ensure they know 
never to accept friend requests from strangers.

Ask for support

If a child is being subject to bullying behaviour, 
gather evidence using screengrabs, and report 

the incidents to the school, designated safe-
guarding lead and the local authorities if you 

believe the situation is serious. It may also be wise 
to seek professional help and support if necessary 
if you believe a child has been seriously affected. 

?

?

?

Our Expert
Aatif Sulleyman

Aatif Sulleyman is an experienced and 
respected technology journalist who has 
written about tech and consumer 
electronics for a broad range of 
publications including Gizmodo UK, The 
Independent, Digital Spy and ITProPortal. He 
is currently the Digital News and Features 
editor at Trusted Reviews and has written 
widely across topics such as online 
streaming, social media platforms and 
privacy and security online.

Conversation Tips

SCREENSHOT SAVED

Brought to you by

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 11.09.2020

Phones, tablets, and computers all have a 
feature that allows you to instantly capture 
and save still images of the content that’s 
currently displayed on your screen. These 

images are called screengrabs, though you 
may also know them as ‘screenshots’ or 
‘screencaps’. Screengrabs are incredibly 

useful for countless reasons. They can let you 
quickly save a copy of information you might 

easily forget, like instructions or a number, 
email address or article, capture a funny still 

from a video clip, and even get around 
Twitter’s 280-character limit for tweets.  

SCREENGRABS

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/173/calendar
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/857/calendar-sports-fixtures
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Harry-Potter-Quiz-Book-II/dp/1782812997/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1665138095&sr=8-8
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stbedesschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-en-e2
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stbedesschool/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-en-e2
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/209/friends-of-st-bedes
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/NOS-Discord.pdf?ts=1665734411285
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/NOS-Group-Chats.pdf?ts=1665734411286
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/NOS-Screen-Grabs.pdf?ts=1665734411285


On Tuesday 4 October, 95 students from Years 8 and 9 
(girls' STEM club), 10, 11 and 12 (design & technology 

and engineering classes), went to Thorpe Park to take 
part in an event organised by ACS International Schools to 
encourage interest in the subjects of science, technology, 
engineering, art and maths (STEAM). The event was 
attended by around 8500 students, over 700 teaching staff 
and over 70 companies, charities and universities who were 
involved in providing the presentations and educational 
activities in between rides. These included Titan the Robot, 
The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, The Royal Air Force, 

Science Made simple shows, Vex Robotics, Satro Village, 
Intel Computer Science, Super Sonic Car, Mercedes F1, the 
Gravity team, who brought a jet powered suit, and so much 
more.
Students had to complete five of the organised activities in 
order to win a free ride, this was met with a large amount 
of enthusiasm, especially as they did not have to queue for 
most of them!
Our students behaved responsibly and embraced the event 
with interest and it was great to see them enjoying such an 
interesting educational event!

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mechanics 
(STEAM) trip

The St Vincent de Paul group at St Bede’s meets every two 
weeks to pray together and also to come up with ways 

in which we can help those in need. We have a vision, which 
is inspired by Christ’s message to love our neighbour as 
ourselves. This vision is for individuals and families, who are 
in any form of need, to have hope, a sense of dignity, worth, 
well-being and peace of mind. Our mission is to seek and 
find those in need and to help them in a spirit of justice and 
to tackle the causes of poverty where we can.
This half-term we are raising 
funds to support our local 
food banks in Redhill and in 
Caterham. In light of rising 
food costs and the strain 
it has been putting on our 
families that struggle to put 
food on the table, we feel the urgent need to help. We aim 
to get food to these families before Christmas.

How can you help?
• Wednesday 9 November will be a non-uniform day (if 

you have not already made the annual non-uniform day 
donations, please do so online).

• Years 8-13 can wear a blue 
item of clothing and Year 7 can 
wear a red  item of clothing to 
show support for the charity.

• In addition, on the day we 
will be selling cookies and hot 
chocolate to Year 7 students 
in the Chapel. Cookies are 50p 
and hot chocolate is £1 (cash 
please).

Your money will go towards 
buying items for the two food 
banks. We would like to thank you in advance for your 
support.

The St Vincent de Paul Group (SVP) at St Bede’s

On Monday 10 October, the whole school supported 
Young Minds #HelloYellow and World Mental Health 

Day. Students and staff did a great job in finding yellow 
items to create a sea of colour around the school, from 
t-shirts, socks and tights to earrings and hair accessories, 
all to raise awareness of this very important issue. While 
we enjoyed seeing all the bright colourful items, we are 
reminded that people with mental health concerns are not 

always so easy to spot. There 
is a wide range of support for 
students and families and you 
will find a list of these on our 
Student Wellbeing website page, 
'Accessing internal and external 
Support'. If you have any concerns about your child, please 
contact your child's tutor in the first instance.

#HelloYellow and World Mental Health Day

https://www.scopay.com/surreystbedes/?redirect=true
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing


Drop Everything and Read Week
As we approach half term, our KS3 students took part 

in our termly 'Drop Everything and Read' programme. 
This meant that KS3 students read independently for the 
first 20 minutes of lessons 1 and 4 for a week. As a school, 
St Bede's recognises the vital role that reading plays in 
ensuring success in every subject; after all, in primary 
school students learn to read, and at secondary school, 
they definitely read to learn! Our termly 'Drop Everything 
and Read' programme not only allows our students to 
lose themselves in a good book, it also offers students 
the chance to encounter new vocabulary and complex 
narratives. Better still, reading fiction allows students to 
build that crucial background knowledge that supports 

access to a whole range of 
curriculum subjects. Put 
simply, reading lots leads to 
more learning! But it is not all 
about learning; research tells 
us that reading lowers stress 
levels and reduces anxiety. 
So, reading has a positive impact on the mind and body. 
My advice to students, parents/carers and fellow teachers 
is simple: Pick up that book that’s been lying on your shelf 
gathering dust, settle down, get comfortable, start reading 
and begin your journey to a more enriched life!

Mr J Hardy, Assistant Headteacher - Literacy

New Food Kiosk
Students have been enjoying our new food kiosk which 

was installed over the summer holidays. The kiosk serves 
hot and cold meals/drinks and snacks to students and staff 
and reduces the queuing time in the main canteen during 
mid morning and lunchtime breaks. We hope to extend the 
food options available from the kiosk next half term.

TravelWise Week - 16-20 October 2022
As part of our school travel plan, we are supporting 

TravelWise Week 2022. According to the NHS website, 
those who walk briskly for 10 minutes or more each day 
will receive multiple benefits to their physical and mental 
health. A number of resources suggest that it can also 
improve brain function and reduces stress levels.  

We encourage students to do this at either end of the 
school day and that parents/carers who drop or collect their 
child do so further away from school. Cycling/Scooting are 
also excellent ways to travel to school while keeping fit and 
improving physical and mental health. All of these options 
are also notably better for the environment.

Available to the local community aged 18 and over
Adult membership only £15 a month (includes induction and a 1-1 
programme session by our fully qualified fitness instructor)
Fully equipped gym and free weights room
Open outside of school hours (Mon-Fri 5.15-9.30pm/
Sat 8.30am-6.00pm/Sun 10.00am-4.00pm)
For more information visit our website, or for a trial session 
email fitness@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk or call 01737 214074.

Join our Fitness Suite today! No joining fee

Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal
One of our school values is ‘Service’ and we would love 

to provide the families of St Bede’s with an opportunity 
to serve families across the world who find themselves 
in difficult situations. We are delighted to be supporting 
Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal again 
this year. Samaritan’s Purse is an international relief and 
development organisation that works through community 
groups to provide spiritual and physical aid to communities 
in need. We would like to encourage our community to 
bring joy and hope into young childrens’ lives this year by 
contributing towards shoeboxes containing much-needed 

and appreciated gifts that will be distributed to children in 
need around the world. We appreciate that in the current 
climate this may not be something you feel that you can 
fully support this year but for those who can, you can help 
in a range of ways - by simply donating one new item such 
as a toothbrush or packing a shoebox in-person or online. 
The deadline for donations is Friday 11 November. The 
collection point in the school will be the Chapel. For more 
information on how to support this appeal and the kind of 
items you can donate please click on this link: Operation 
Christmas Child Info.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/running-and-aerobic-exercises/walking-for-health/
mailto:fitness%40st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk?subject=Fitness%20Suite%20Adult%20Memberships
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Operation-Christmas-Child-Info.pdf?ts=1665659042878
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Operation-Christmas-Child-Info.pdf?ts=1665659042878

