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Headlines 
It was great to welcome students 

back to school this week and during 
my lesson drop-ins it has been 
noticeable that they are engaged 
and working hard with teachers who 
are delivering high quality lessons.

Before half term I was lucky enough 
to sit in on this year's first official Pupil 

Voice meeting. This group of students reviewed ways 
which we, as a school, can further support one another 
during these difficult times, as well as improve areas of 
the school such as being more eco-friendly. Students 
spoke with confidence, determination and real passion 
which was great to see.
I have been further impressed recently by the kindness 
and willingness of our students to help others. On 
Saturday 24 October a number of students volunteered 
at the ‘drive thru’ foodbank, some all day, helping 
organise the generous donations (more about the ‘drive 
thru’ foodbank in the next issue). This morning I met 
with a small group of Year 8 students who shared with 

me their ideas of how St Bede’s could further support 
local and national charities. At St Bede’s we pride 
ourselves on our values and it is clear that the value of 
service still shines through, even during this challenging 
period.
During these difficult times many families will be faced 
with financial hardship. Surrey County Council have 
made a Surrey-wide pledge to support families and 
residents who are struggling and in need of support. 
They have set up a new dedicated helpline that 
residents can call and get the help required. Below are 
contact details if you do need this support.
Community Helpline number: 0300 200 1008
Availability Monday to Friday: 9.00am to 5.00pm 
SMS: 0786 0053 465 for deaf and hearing impaired 
residents only (Monday to Friday: 9.00am to 5.00pm).
I do hope that every family and member of the St 
Bede’s community remains well.
God Bless.

Mr A Powell

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental Feedback
"Dear Mr Powell, While I am writing this letter I want to take the chance to say thank you for the way you 
and your team have managed the Corona Chaos in Year 11. We are very grateful for the incredible lengths 
the teachers have gone to. We are especially grateful for the live lessons that have occurred. We can see that 
every effort is being made and we appreciate it." (Year 11 parent)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Pupil Voice launch
Coordinating Pupil Voice has made for a proud start to 

my time at St Bede’s. Students clearly are well aware 
of social injustices and matters relating to mental health.
At our first Pupil Voice meeting, students across the 
year groups, who were nominated by their peers from 
the Pupil Voice sessions, spoke eloquently about topics 
of interest and areas they thought could be improved 
in school. Our first area of focus is mental health, which 
is obviously important to students, who were well 
informed quoting statistics and figures.
• 50% of mental health problems are established by 

age 14.

• 10% of children and young people (aged 5-16 years) 
have a clinically diagnosable mental health problem.

• 70% of children and adolescents who experience 
mental health problems have not had appropriate 
interventions at a sufficiently early age.

Moving forward, I will be working with heads of year 
and Mrs Adams (Assistant Headteacher in charge of 
pastoral) to look at ways of empowering students to own 
their mental fitness and fortitude through their time 
at St Bede's and hopefully beyond. This will require the 
experiences and contributions from students.

                 (continued on page 2)



Diary
Week 1
Tuesday 10 November
KS4 virtual certificates evening 
  - via link sent to parents/carers
Wednesday 11 November
Remembrance Day
Thursday 12 November
Virtual sixth form subject 
   information evening for Y11s
=========================

Week 2
16-20 November
KS3 Drop it and read week
Anti-Bullying Week 2020
Tuesday 17 November
Y9 students' options talk
Y13 virtual parents' evening
Wednesday 18 November
Y9 virtual options evening
Friday 20 November
Parent newsletter - issue 05
=========================

Important dates
Wednesday 2 December
Y9 parents' evening - TBC
=========================

Important:
Parents are requested to ensure their 
child attends all school days. Please 
regularly check the calendar and key 
dates which are updated with holidays 
and INSET days for this academic 
year. See our sports calendar for team 
fixtures.

For absence, please call the 
attendance line on 01737 214019 
and leave a message or email 
attendance@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.
Click here for the COVID-19 
related pupil absence - a quick 
reference guide for parents

Driving safety
Please could we remind parents to take care when dropping, picking up or 

generally driving around the school area. We would encourage you to drop 
your child a little further along Carlton Road and allow them to walk to school, 
which would alleviate the congestion directly outside school at either end of 
the school day. Stopping directly outside school to 
drop off or pick up causes potential hazards to our 
students and other pedestrians while also causing 
obstructions for the buses and other vehicles. 
Please could parents also avoid driving on the 
grass verges along Carlton Road. Thank you for 
your support.

Due to the most recent 
Government guidance, we 
have unfortunately had to 
close the fitness suite to the 
public and cancel all external 
lettings including extra 
curricular clubs.
The school shop is still 
available to purchase school 
items online and your child 
can collect them from the 
shop at break or lunchtime.
Thank you for your 
understanding and continued 
support.

Gym and school 
shop

Cyclists/walkers beware!
With us now moving into the 

winter months, if your child 
cycles or walks to/from school, 
please encourage them to wear 
something bright and/or reflective, 
especially if they wear a dark coat, 
to ensure they are easily seen by 
drivers/other road users.
A helmet is crucial when cycling on 
the road and bikes must have lights 
on the front and back, especially now 
that the mornings and evenings are darker. Cyclists should also avoid cycling on 
pavements and be mindful of other road users.

Safeguarding/online safety tips
Concerns regarding young people's use of social media are as high as ever 

and parent's support in this is so important. Please see below links to three 
sources of helpful information; two from Parent Zone, regarding social media 
safety settings and advice about acceptable behaviour online and a poster from 
National Online Safety about being kind online. Please try to find time to read 
through this information to help support your child's online 'life' - click on the 
images below. If you have any serious concerns about your child, or any child, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. Thank you.

Pupil Voice launch (continued)
As a school we are expanding the behaviour and intervention team. We will be 
employing an additional full time member of staff, experienced and qualified in 
supporting students, in relation to a number of mentoring areas such as mental 
health. 
When observing the Year Group Councils led by deputy heads of year, those 
students voted forward to Pupil Voice were inspiring. They also carry great 
responsibility. One of my slides said that they were speaking on behalf of the 
other 99% of the school body. They were representative and respectful of all 
backgrounds and I believe we really do have a group of students that can raise 
awareness of societal matters, mental health and the environment. 
I look forward to meeting with the students again, reflecting on our current 
action and discussing next steps.

Mr Blount, Assistant Headteacher KS4

 
 
 
 

 

Acceptable behaviour online Your child might already spend far more time than you do online, building worlds, exploring 

and playing games. But opening a social media account or allowing them to own their own 

smartphone will present them with a whole new set of challenges in terms of how to 

conduct themselves.    
Most parents had the luxury of being adults or older teens when social networks were first 

introduced, making them more mature and better equipped to decipher a large range of 

media – and to deal with problems if they came along.    

But for a 13-year-old (which is the age most social media platforms require participants to 

be before creating an account) working out what to post and how to react to certain 

messages and images, let alone how to deal with issues such as trolling and 

cyberbullying, requires a certain amount of navigation. Plus, many children under 13 bend 

the rules and sign up before they should, either with or without parental knowledge.   

Below are 6 key pieces of advice we suggest you share with your child to help them 

navigate the online world. 
1. Be nice. Unkind behaviour is just as unacceptable in the virtual world as it is in the 

real world. While this might seem obvious, joining in on a post of nasty comments 

(even as a joke) or sharing cruel images to impress friends may seem OK when 

you’re not standing in front of the recipient and everyone else is doing it too. If you 

discover that you child has joined in online bullying, ask them to talk about why they 

did it. Explain to them why it was wrong and how you expect them to behave. 

Further reading: http://parentinfo.org/article/bullying-a-parents-guide-what-if-mychild-is-bullying-another-

child   
2. Care about what you share. Have a conversation about what is OK and not OK to 

share. Would your child like it if someone posted an embarrassing picture of them 

online? Would they prefer it if someone asked their permission first before sharing a 

picture of them on social media?  Emphasise that if someone says that they do not 

want a picture or a video of themselves shared online then that decision must be 

respected. And don’t forget to set a good example. Ask your children whether it’s 

OK to share their images on Facebook and be prepared to take down any images 

of them when they were younger which they are now embarrassed about. 

 

 
 

Understanding social media settings 

 
Facebook - Minimum age: 13 
 
Facebook’s privacy settings let your child control who sees their posts and timeline. In the app 

version, click on the three-line menu in the top-right corner, go to the ‘Settings & Privacy’ tab 

and then click on ‘Privacy Shortcuts’. From this menu, your child can adjust who can view 

their content – everyone or only their friends. 
 

 

 

Your child can also block people or groups as well as report posts and pictures. Below is a 

graphic showing how they can easily do each. If they want to block a person (1) all they have to 

do is to go on their profile, click the three-dot ‘More’ button and then press ‘Block’. To report a 

post or image on their timeline (2), click on the three-dot menu next to a post and click ‘Find 

support or report post’. To report a group (3), click on the three-dot menu at the top of the 

group’s page and hit ‘Report’.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Be-Kind-NOS.pdf?ts=1604494812494
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/189/school-calendar
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/429/sports-calendar
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/COVID-19-related-pupil-absence-guide-20200915.pdf?ts=1600185908604
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/COVID-19-related-pupil-absence-guide-20200915.pdf?ts=1600185908604
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/COVID-19-related-pupil-absence-guide-20200915.pdf?ts=1600185908604
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Acceptable-behaviour-online-PZ.pdf?ts=1604494812494
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Understanding-social-media-safety-settings-PZ-1.pdf?ts=1604494765630


Our sixth form students also have important choices 
to make. Most will be applying for university 

courses via UCAS which includes writing their personal 
statement; this can feel like a huge task just to get 
started, but a lot of support is available in school. For 
those considering apprenticeships, there are regular 
advertisements and updates in the student bulletin.

Whichever direction our sixth form students decide to 
pursue after St Bede's, we are here to provide them 
with support. Students can get help with applications, 
interview techniques and much more. They can speak 
to their tutor, a member of the sixth form team or email 
Mrs Shepherd on esh@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk for the 
best source of help.

Moving on from the sixth form

Careers support available in school

Our Year 9 students will soon have the task of 
choosing their GCSE options. While they should 

take it seriously, it is only the beginning of their 
academic pathway and there is still time to change route 
further down the line. There will be a Students' Options 
Talk on Tuesday 17 November. Then on Wednesday 18 
November, Mr Blount will be launching a Virtual Options 
Evening for parents sharing a presentation along with 
subject videos from heads of department. We will share 
via Insight all the information you need to help your 
child make the right choices. Students will receive a link 
to the online options form via their school email.
When choosing GCSE options, there are few things to 
consider: (more tips on BBC Bitesize - click here.)

1. Not to choose a subject because their friends are 
doing it.

2. Consider what they enjoy doing - creative subjects, 
drama, music, sport, humanities?

3. Do they want to study a particular subject at A level 
or university? (ie music, history or geography A level 
or related degree - check if they need to have taken 
the GCSE.)

4. Do they need to take a specific subject path to do 
the job they want to do?

We would encourage students to seek help and 
guidance from teachers in school and the useful 
websites provided. It is a really positive opportunity to 
shape the next stage of their school career.

Year 9 GCSE options

Similarly, choosing sixth form subjects can be daunting 
for some students as they may not yet know what 

they would like to do for a career and worry that they will 
make the wrong choices. We would encourage students 
to ask for guidance if they are confused or take the 
opportunity of a careers appointment. Once again, the 
main points to keep in mind are: (from UCAS - click here)
1. Look at what they are likely to enjoy and be good at. 

If they enjoy a subject or have an ability in it already, 
they are more likely to do well.

2. Are there any particular subjects and/or grades they 
may need? If they have a particular career, job, or 

further study in mind, they may need to choose 
specific A levels in order to meet entry requirements.

3. How open do they want to keep their future study 
and career choices?

With 30 subjects to choose from, it was great to see so 
many of our Year 11s collecting course leaflets and asking 
for more information. Join our virtual sixth form subject 
information evening on Thursday 12 November from 
6.00pm - to find out more go to our website.

Year 11 choosing A level/vocational courses

It is that time of year when there are many decisions 
being made by students. From Year 9s choosing their 

GCSE options, Year 11s with their A levels and vocational 
courses to sixth form students applying for university 
degrees, apprenticeships or even employment. 
In Year 9, students have a more focused careers 
programme to support them when considering their 
GCSE options. Innervate, our independent careers 
advisers, deliver a lesson during citizenship this term 
covering their preparation for GCSE options including 
what subjects are required for different careers. 
Year 11 have also had an online lesson developed by 
Innervate on routes after Year 11 including A levels, 
vocational courses and apprenticeships. Both Years 9 and 
11 have had a session on Fast Tomato which is an online 
careers guidance and information website, students can 
log in to this at any time.
Usually, around this time Year 9 students would be 
attending the local careers fair at the Harlequin in 

Redhill. The organisers, Reigate and Banstead BC, are 
working on producing this virtually and we will share 
details when it is ready. We are grateful that all students, 
particularly the current Year 9s, were able to benefit 
from our in house careers fair in early March 2020 
when we had 20+ employers and higher education 
representatives in school.
As a reminder, any student can book a careers 
appointment with Innervate on a Friday (staff, students 
or parents/carers may book these), they are particularly 
useful for Year 11 students and sixth form. The meetings 
are 40 minutes and students receive an individual 
action plan. Please book via our website: www.st-bedes.
surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-
appointments.
Useful websites:
www.UCAS.com
www.informedchoices.ac.uk
www.sacu-student.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/levels
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-appointments
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-appointments
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-appointments


We have invited students to enter in some competitions.  
Christmas Card Competition - all year groups
It's that time of year when we are planning our St Bede's 
School Christmas card. Last year we had some fantastic 
entries so this year we thought we'd do it again. The 
theme is something Christmassy at St Bede's.
Creative Writing Competition - Years 7 and 8
The English department have invited students to 
complete a piece of creative writing inspired by the word 
'Freedom'. The piece must fall into one of the categories 
of description, poem or diary entry and must be no 
longer than one side of A4.

Home PE Competition - Years 7-9
The PE department will be running a competition for 
family members to join students to get as many novelty 
keepy-ups in one minute as possible. The family member 
and student will add their scores to create a total score.
Full information on how to enter each of these 
competitions can be found in the student bulletin. We 
hope students will participate in them and enjoy doing 
so. We look forward to sharing the winners with you in 
the run up to Christmas.

It's competition time!

The school expects all students to attend school all 
of the time. When this is not possible (for example, 

due to illness), we do require parents/carers to inform 
the school on every day of absence and provide medical 
evidence such as a doctor's appointment card/letter, 
or copy of any prescriptions. The school is only ever 
allowed to authorise absence in advance for 'exceptional 
circumstances', and parents/carers must complete an 
'Application for leave of absence' form at least two weeks 
in advance of the requested absence; this form can be 
found on the school website www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk 
/177/attendance. In line with current COVID-19 legislation 
there are some circumstances where students cannot 
attend school due to coronavirus (COVID-19) and these 
are detailed in this attendance document. We would 
like to remind you that a penalty notice will be issued 
to parents/carers where a child is taken out of school, 
during term time, for five days or more without the 
authority of the member of SLT in charge of attendance. 

Each parent/carer is liable to receive a penalty notice 
for each child from the Local Authority. Currently, the 
amount payable on issue of a Penalty Notice is £60 per 
parent/ carer per child if paid within 21 days of receipt of 
the notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 
28 days. If the Penalty Notice is not paid within 28 days, 
the Local Authority must consider a prosecution against 
the parent/carer for failing to ensure regular school 
attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996. 
Please note that penalty notices are issued per parent/
carer per child so a family of two parents/carers and two 
children will receive four penalty notices.
The Government classifies any student whose attendance 
(both authorised and unauthorised) drops below 90% 
as 'persistently absent'. Please check your child's Insight 
account to monitor their attendance. Please refer to the 
full Attendance policy for further details, which can be 
found on the school website.

Attendance

Congratulations to Flo Hendricks in Year 13 who came 3rd in the 
national 'Positive View' photography competition with her entry 

called 'Quarantine'. There were over 3,500 photography submissions 
from young people all over the UK with the focus of their work being 
on 'Lockdown: Taking a positive view'. Their entries were judged 
by renowned UK photographers Nadav Kander, Lucy Mohr, Simon 
Roberts and Richard Young.
Flo said of her work "I was inspired by the complete surreal world we 
were living in, fascinated by the human reaction towards the pandemic 
and how we fled to toilet paper and food. I found quarantine both 
exhilarating and disastrous but photography kept me going. I entered 
this competition so I could express my views and response to this 
global pandemic. It's both frightening and unreal."
Read more at www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-54782314

'Positive View' competition

View our virtual open event videos on our website.
We are holding a virtual subjects information evening on Thursday 
12 November. Application deadline is Tuesday 1 December 2020. 

See our website for details. www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

To view Flo's photo, please go 
to www.positiveview.org.uk.

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk /177/attendance
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk /177/attendance
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Information-regarding-pupils-not-attending-in-circumstances-related-to-coronavirus-COVID-19.pdf?ts=1603289581
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Attendance-policy-202002-202202.pdf?ts=1604674247131
https://www.positiveview.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-54782314
https://www.positiveview.org.uk/

