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Headlines 
Earlier this week Mr Blount 

launched the Year 9 options 
process. For many students 
within this year group it will be 
an exciting time as they make 

important decisions regarding 
which options would best suit them 

and their future careers. I am well aware 
that for some this will be a challenging time as there 
are so many options available to them. We will ensure 
that we support these students in this process and 
we are lucky to have Mrs Shepherd, our careers 
coordinator, who is on hand to help when needed.
In my role as Deputy Headteacher I have oversight 
of the curriculum, and the Year 9 options launch 
reminded me of how broad our curriculum offer 
is. In recent years we have introduced vocational 
qualifications such as sport, D&T engineering, creative 

iMedia and health and social 
care alongside those that we 
continue to offer in partnership 
with East Surrey College. These 
qualifications complement the 
wide range of GCSE subjects 
on offer at St Bede’s. Whilst 
many schools have limited the 
number of option subjects, we 
are determined and passionate 
in our desire to provide subjects 
such as art, drama, music and photography to name 
but a few. Many parents/carers will be aware that we 
have replicated this offer of subjects within the sixth 
form too so that the transition from Year 11 to the 
sixth form is as smooth as possible.
I wish all our families a lovely weekend.

Mr A Saunders

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental Feedback
"Firstly, can I just say how well handled today’s dismissal of 7MO was. We think you are an absolutely brilliant 
school, doing an absolutely brilliant job and you have our full support. Thank you again for your amazing work 
today and ongoing commitment to educating and caring for our children at this time." (Year 7 parent)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

'Drop it and read'
This week students in Years 7 to 9 have been reading 

for 20 minutes at the beginning and end of the school 
day as part of our ‘Drop it and read’ week. This dedicated 
time has given students the chance to sit and read even 
more than usual, some have enjoyed the distraction a 
book provides from all that is going on around them, 
while many have simply discovered that there is much 
more enjoyment in books than they may have thought, 
especially if you choose one you like and stick with it! We 
are grateful to the library staff for continuing to provide a 
loaning service and delivering books to students because 

only sixth form students are allowed to enter the library 
at present.
We would encourage all students to read a book every 
day at home, even if for only 20 minutes. We could all do 
with some escapism at the moment!
Students should not feel restricted in what they read as 
there are so many different options including humour, 
fantasy, fairytale, adventure, classics, science fiction, 
short stories, comic books, historical fiction, non fiction, 
factual books, travel books, 'how to' books, biographies, 
encyclopedias...the list goes on.



Virtual Partnership with Parents
How can parents help support young people's mental health?
On Thursday 26 November at 7.00pm Partnership with Parents is delighted to 
launch the first session of the school year by welcoming Becky Bonham-Carter,  
Head of Therapeutic Service at Wey Valley College, to speak to us about young 
people's mental health and anxiety. The session will be virtual - please see the 
link below. As we are sure you will agree, mental health issues have become 
more prevalent during these unprecedented times and we are keen to help 
parents/carers identify the signs and be empowered to provide any support 
you can. 
The session will include:
• the impact of the pandemic on mental health in young people;
• the difference between mental health issues and anxiety, specifically 

related to Covid-19/lockdown;
• what parents/carers should be looking out for (warning signs);
• what you can do to help;
• ideas to help engage your children.
We do hope you will be able to join us. If you have any questions 
you would like Becky to address, please email ael@st-bedes.
surrey.sch.uk and these will be passed onto her. Unfortunately 
we will not be able to take questions during the session.
To access the PwP session - click here.

Diary
Week 1
Tuesday 24 November
St Bede's Christmas card 
competition announcement
Thursday 26 November
PwP virtual event at 7.00pm: 
How can parents help support 
young people's mental health?
Friday 27 November
Y7 application reports
Home PE competition deadline
=========================

Week 2
Wednesday 2 December
Y9 virtual parents' evening
Friday 4 December
Y9 progress reports
Parent Newsletter - issue 06
=========================

Important dates
Monday 7 December
Creative writing competition 
deadline
Thursday 10 December
Full Governors' meeting
=========================

Important:
Parents are requested to ensure their 
child attends all school days. Please 
regularly check the calendar and key 
dates which are updated with holidays 
and INSET days for this academic 
year. See our sports calendar for team 
fixtures.

For absence, please call the 
attendance line on 01737 214019 
and leave a message or email 
attendance@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.
Click here for the COVID-19 
related pupil absence - a quick 
reference guide for parents

We are always happy to hear 
of our students' successes 
and achievements outside 
of school. Please do let us 
know if your child achieves 
something that we can 
celebrate with them by 
emailing the information and, 
if you have one, a photo to 
info@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk 
or your child's tutor/head of 
year.
We look forward to hearing 
from you.

Surrey cricketers
Three St Bede's girls have been selected to 

represent their county at cricket next year. 
Bronwyn Tharp (Y8) and Naomi Saunders (Y8) 

will represent Surrey u13s in 
2021, while Sophie Bellew 
(Y7) has been selected in the 
u12 age group. The girls will take part in a series of training 
sessions at Surrey County Cricket Centre in Guildford over 
the winter, before being involved in a series of inter-county 
matches next summer. All three have been long-term 
members of Reigate Priory Cricket Club. Well done girls!

Foodbank 'Drive Thru'
On Saturday 24 October, a number of students, parents/carers and staff 

came along to St Bede's School to volunteer at the Foodbank 'Drive Thru'. 
The local foodbanks have been struggling to keep up with the current necessary 
requirements of those families in need. All the volunteers had a part to play, 
from receiving the goods to separating items by date, to boxing items up to be 
transported to St Matthew's Foodbank. Thank you to everyone who dropped 
off items throughout the day, it was great to see so much donated. We hope 
to hold another 'Drive Thru' early in 2021. If you would like more information 
about St Matthew's Foodbank, go to www.redhillfoodbank.org.uk.

Celebrating 
success!

https://youtu.be/gGmRSnS2spU
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/189/school-calendar
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/429/sports-calendar
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/COVID-19-related-pupil-absence-guide-20200915.pdf?ts=1600185908604
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/COVID-19-related-pupil-absence-guide-20200915.pdf?ts=1600185908604
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/COVID-19-related-pupil-absence-guide-20200915.pdf?ts=1600185908604
http://www.redhillfoodbank.org.uk


This year Remembrance Day was observed with every class throughout 
the school pausing at 10.58am to stand and watch a pre-recorded 

message, which included brief readings from each of the chaplains, sixth 
formers representing students, Miss Mitchell playing 'The Last Post' and 
a two minute silence. It was very moving and even though we could not 
actually all be together in person, it very much felt like we were all united in 
respectfully remembering those who lost their lives in service.

Remembrance Day

This year we all had many plans which have been 
thwarted by the unforeseen Covid-19 situation. 

We have, however, proven how people can adapt to 
any situation, given the right tools and opportunities. 
While we adults have had to make major changes and 
adaptations to be able to carry on regardless, we are 
teaching and encouraging our young people how to 
adapt also and we think they are doing a sterling job. 
So far this year as a school, like most others, we have 
held a variety of virtual events including: set online 
work; online live lessons; Y6 induction/Y11 transition 
events; open events; year group assemblies; governor 
meetings; staff interviews; the GCSE certificates evening 
and we even held our whole school Remembrance Day 

via an online video last week. This week we held our 
first live online parents' evening for Year 13 using a new 
system, which overall went very well considering the 
circumstances and we are preparing to hold the Year 9 
parents evening online next month.
We are very lucky to be able to transition towards 
a more virtual world, even though we all crave and 
look forward to returning to the old 'normal' and we 
are grateful to our IT department who have helped 
us achieve this as well as the teachers who have 
participated.
We also really appreciate your patience with these new 
forms of communication as well as all your positive 
messages of support.

Adapting to the virtual world

This year we had to do GCSE 
Certificates Evening lockdown-

style! Instead of inviting students and 
parents/carers into school to celebrate 
their successes, we had to resort to the 
increasingly common form of video.
Our aim was to highlight the positives 
in a difficult situation so I hope that 
came over from what we said. We are 
immensely proud of these students 
and know that they have had to show 
real determination and resilience in 
trying times.
A number of students were recognised for their 
'Academic Achievement' and there were awards for 

'Personal Achievement' 
- Tiana Ramful, Noemi 
Rossi and Monica 
Willoughby and for 
'Service to School' - 
George Bowers, George 
Craig, Jessica Dowse, 
Sam Gillett, Jared 
Jeffrey, Caitlin Maden, 
Daniel Mills, 
Lily Odhuba and Daisy 
Starnes. 
Well done, class 
of 2015, you were 
amazing!

GCSE Certificates Evening

Odd Socks Day and Anti-Bullying Week
The theme of this year's Anti-Bullying Week was United 

Against Bullying. Students were shown a presentation 
on how we all play a role in bullying. They looked at what 
it means to be a target, ringleader, reinforcer, assistant, 
defender or outsider and how we may change roles in 
different situations. The message that we are trying to 
get across is that we all have the power to make decisions 
about how we treat each other. The smallest of actions 
can make a big difference to how someone's day goes. It 
is only by working together that the biggest changes will 
be made in our efforts to stop bullying.
To celebrate Anti-Bullying Week, students also took part 
in Odd Socks Day on Monday, which is an opportunity to 
celebrate their individuality and show that everyone is 
unique.

For more information and 
details of support, students 
can access 'Bullying Help' 
on the Student Portal.
Parents/carers can access 
more information about 
dealing with bullying on 
our website www.st-bedes.
surrey.sch.uk/3987/bullying
If you have any concerns 
about your child, or 
any child, please do not 
hesitate to contact us.

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/3987/bullying
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/3987/bullying


Students go on to universities all over 
the country

Small classes and a friendly 
community

New study facilities

Specialist subject teachers

Wide range of opportunities available 
to all

Open to students from any school,                                            
faith or non-faith background

Carlton Road, Redhill Surrey RH1 2LQ Telephone 01737 212108

ST BEDE’S
SIXTH FORM 

OPEN EVENING

Thursday 
10 October 2019

7.00 - 8.30pm

Talks at 7.00pm and 8.00pm

Successful
Caring & Inclusive
Friendly 
community
Excellent 
teaching
Wide range of 
subjects

Join our 
sixth form

Deadline for 
applications 

Tuesday 1 December
Excellent facilities
Small classes
Subject specialists
Adult environment
Leadership 
opportunities
Extra curricular 
programme

Students welcome from any faith or 
non-faith background

Our online library system 
Oliver helps students choose 

books, request or renew them 
online, browse reading lists and 
find information. Students should 
click ‘Library’ on the school portal, and choose 'Oliver'.  
In the first half term, we were busy setting up new 
library systems so that all students still have access to 
our resources, despite the fact that at the moment, 
due to Covid-19 restrictions only sixth formers are 
allowed to come into the library in person. Oliver, our 
new library management system plays a major part 
in this as we now have a bright and enticing OPAC 
(online catalogue) and personal library accounts for all 

students. Years 7 and 8 have all been introduced to the 
system in their reading lessons, and have been shown 
how to browse, how to log in, select and request books. 
We are delivering books to lessons and/or tutor groups 
on a daily basis, so no student should be without access 
to a book to read or to help with homework (students 
do need to be organised and request books by 2.00pm 
at the latest on the day before they are needed).
Please note: All books which have been out on loan 
to students will be kept in quarantine for three days 
before being made available to anyone else.
If you have any queries about Oliver - or about how 
your child can access library resources at the moment, 
please email school.library@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.

Library news

Students who are having trouble applying should 
contact sixthform@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk


