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Headlines 
Last year 7.5 million young people 

were involved in supporting the 
anti-bullying alliance's campaign to 
raise awareness and understanding 
of the profound damage bullying 

behaviour can do to both physical and 
emotional health. St Bede's is proud 

to support this initiative and has been 
marking the week in a variety of different ways.
You will find below events which have taken place in 
school this week showing our commitment to anti-
bullying. You would have read in the last edition of 
the parent newsletter the wide range of support 
strategies and teams that are in place in school. In 
addition to this I have created a new role within the 
school which is purely focused on student wellbeing. 
Ms Sharp (Head of Year 10) is our student wellbeing 
lead and is working hard in complementing the 
support that we are providing our students. She is 
championing the mental wellbeing of students and will 

be sharing her plans with parents/carers in the near 
future. The theme of the week is One Kind Word and 
we are encouraging all students and staff to support 
this. Quite often one kind word, gesture or simple 
acknowledgement can go a very long way.
In other news at St Bede’s we will soon be wishing 
Miss Frost farewell as she goes on maternity leave. 
This is a very exciting time for Miss Frost, her husband 
and their family and we look forward to hearing all 
about the new arrival in the near future. I am pleased 
to announce that Miss Kuipers has been appointed 
as Acting Head of Year 9 until Miss Frost returns from 
maternity leave. I have every confidence that Miss 
Kuipers will continue to lead Year 9 in the excellent 
way that Miss Frost has. To ensure that there is a 
smooth handover Miss Kuipers will be supporting Miss 
Frost for the remainder of this term.  
Wishing all our families an enjoyable weekend.
God Bless.

Adam Powell, Headteacher

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental feedback
"I had looked at several schools for my daughter, but when I came to St Bede's and spoke to Miss 
Douglas the difference was overwhelming. Just talking to the staff I realised the difference this 
school could make to her education. My daughter just loves it and she is thriving. (Year 7 parent)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Anti-Bullying Week - One Kind Word
This week we have been focusing on the importance 

of our words and actions as we support the national 
anti-bullying initiative. Through assemblies, student 
bulletin and posters across the school we have tried to 
create a ripple effect of positivity - as one student put 
it ‘a small change can lead to a great chain of kindness’. 
One kind word is all it takes to make someone's day 
and as a school we are trying to challenge the negative 
‘banter’ that can do 
so much to destroy a 
person’s confidence.
Year 7 started the week 
off by wearing odd socks 
to emphasize every 
student’s uniqueness and 
the canteen baked cookies for kindness at the end of the 
week.
The library is a wonderful safe space for students and 
there has been a great display of novels and self help 

books to encourage discussion 
about this very important topic.
The sixth form have also got 
involved writing letters of advice 
to younger students which will 
be the focus of a display.
Schools can be large and lonely 
places, despite the huge numbers of students, and it is so 
important that students are confident of the sources of 
support and safe spaces available to them. Following on 
from Mrs Adam’s address in the last newsletter we are 
trying to encourage all our students to access a number 
of different support routes and to feel able and confident 
to ask for help.
Please do contact the school if you are concerned about 
your child; a good starting point is your child’s tutor or 
Head of Year.

Mrs S Sharp, student wellbeing lead



Diary
Dates to note
18-25 November
Children's Grief Awareness Week
Thursday 25 November
i2i Partnership school 
  experience day at St Bede's
Wednesday 1 December
Deadline for sixth form 
applications
1 & 2 December
Y9 parents' evening
Thursday 2 December
Mufti day
Flu vaccinations
Friday 3 December
Parent Newsletter (Issue 6)_______________________

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that school 
staff are unavailable to respond 
to emails during those times. 
Therefore, for support please find 
contact information for Surrey 
Children's Services at the bottom 
of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please go to 
www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/
support-and-safeguarding

Congratulations to former St 
Bede's student Daniel Sanford 

and his junior mixed teammates 
from Hawth Gymnastics in 
Crawley for winning a gold 
medal at the TeamGym British 
Championships in Stoke-on-Trent 
recently. It is really impressive 
to see such skill, resilience 
and determination in an amazing group of young people who can now call 
themselves British Champions. Well done.

Alumni British Gymnastics Champion

We have a high number of 
orders not being collected from 
the school shop. Please note 
that any orders made online 
need to be collected from the 
school shop within one month. 
Uncollected orders that were 
made prior to October will now 
be refunded. If you have any 
queries regarding collection, 
please email   @st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk.

School shop orders

It is wonderful to hear that following a 
sold out run at the National Theatre, 

the critically acclaimed production of The 
Ocean at the End of the Lane transfers to 
the West End.
Adapted by Joel Horwood from the 
best-selling novel by Neil Gaiman, this 
spectacular and thrilling adventure directed 
by former St Bede's student Katy Rudd, is 
a theatrical tour de force of imagination and storytelling. You can also enjoy the 
costume and puppet design work of former student Samuel Wyer. Watch the 
latest trailer here www.oceanwestend.com.
The production began previews at the Duke of York’s Theatre on 23 October and 
due to popular demand the limited run will extend until 23 April 2022. 

Alumni theatre success

Second hand school uniform is available from the 
school shop on enquiry, please call 01737 214069 
or email school.shop@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk. 
Second hand uniform sales are held periodically 
and are advertised in the parent newsletter and 
on the school website. 
We will be holding our next second hand uniform sale on Friday 10 
December from 11.00am to 2.00pm. To book an appointment on 
Eventbrite please click here.
If you have good quality second hand uniform that you no longer require, 
please hand it into the school shop or main reception. Thank you.

Second hand uniform

Three students, Eloisa 
Blackwell (Y8), Erin 

Hughes (Y10), Emily Kirby 
(Y12) and former student 
Sophie Sanford who all train 
at Sovereign Gymnastics 
in Redhill, represented the 
South East Region at the 
Acrobatic Gymnastic National 
Finals last weekend in Stoke-

on Trent. The competition at this level is understandably extremely high and they 
did really well to achieve the finals, showing incredible commitment and working 
really hard on their stunning routines, training up to 14 hours a week. Well done. 

Acrobatic Gymnastics Nationals

Hawth Junior Mixed TeamGym - Daniel third from left
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Last week we launched the new pupil voice and 
safeguarding app 'tootoot' to our KS4 students (Years 

10 and 11). 
Tootoot is a reporting platform that makes it easier 
for students to speak-up by providing a discrete and 
confidential way to share their concerns, no matter how 
big or small. It has been used by students in schools 
across the country to talk about incidents of bullying, self-
harm, mental health concerns, harmful sexual behaviours, 
domestic abuse and more, and the app gives students a 
trusted way to disclose their concerns directly to school. 
This is especially important when a student may feel 
unable to report to staff face-to-face eg they may not 
be confident enough to approach an adult or they may 
want to speak-up but they are at home, on a school trip 

or cannot access the right member of staff. Tootoot is a 
safe and private place to talk about any concerns and it is 
anonymous. However, we have been clear with students 
that we are able to identify who has written a post if 
we have to; this will only happen if we are worried for 
someone’s safety or perceive that a student is in danger.
We have two aims for tootoot:
1. To support individuals
2. To improve our understanding of what is happening 

amongst students so we can address issues across the 
school

We hope to launch tootoot to the rest of the school 
as soon as possible after 
Christmas.

Introducing tootoot - giving young people a voice

Children's Grief Awareness Week – 18-25 November
Children's Grief Awareness Week is a chance for a number of support organisations across the UK to come together 

to show solidarity with grieving children, young people and their families in their community; raising awareness 
of their needs and how to help; and fundraising for their service. 
We are aware that the numbers of bereaved children and young 
people have sadly increased. We know that there are many more 
children and young people who are dealing with grief because 
someone close to them has died during the last year.
In its seventh year, Children’s Grief Awareness Week 2021 
is designed to raise focus on the benefit of support, hearing 
directly from the children and young people themselves. 
Jigsaw South East are also running two online events in 
November, for more information please click on the links below: 

• How to prepare your child for a bereavement
• How to support your bereaved child

If your child, or a child you know, needs support with a 
bereavement while they are in school, please do let us know.

On Thursday 11 November, we held our annual Remembrance 
Service, once again this year it was held online. Students and 

staff throughout the school watched a live stream from the chapel, which 
included brief readings from the chaplains and several students. Miss 
Mitchell then played 'The Last Post' followed by a two minute silence at 
11.00am. It was very moving to hear 'The Last Post' echoing through the 
corridors of a silent school and once again felt that we were all united in 
respectfully remembering those who lost their lives in service.

Remembrance Day

How to support  
your bereaved child
23RD NOV 2021  8PM - 9PM ONLINE VIA ZOOM

Supporting families across Surrey, parts of Sussex and Kent

www.jigsawsoutheast.org.uk | 01342 313895

INFORMATION EVENING

E D P Q Reg. Charity No. 1147696  Company No. 08014061 Patron: Sir Edward Davey

    Children’s understanding 
of grief

   Facts about grief

     Age appropriate  
information 

    Physical and emotional 
responses from children

   Managing fears  
and worries

   Practical ways to support

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://bit.ly/3k7E8ml
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email  
containing information about joining the meeting.

How to prepare your 
child for a bereavement
24TH NOVEMBER 2021  7.00 - 8.00PM ONLINE VIA ZOOM

Supporting families across Surrey, parts of Sussex and Kent

www.jigsawsoutheast.org.uk | 01342 313895
E D P Q Reg. Charity No. 1147696  Company No. 08014061 Patron: Sir Edward Davey

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://bit.ly/2YNAFBX
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email  
containing information about joining the meeting.

     How to talk to your 
children

   Choosing the right words 

     Age appropriate

    Physical and emotional 
responses from children

  School support

   Making memories

   Family advice and support

INFORMATION EVENING

Our PE team are excited to be 
launching the new official St 

Bede's Sports News Twitter account 
this week. With school sporting 

events and fixtures now back in full swing, we are 
aligning ourselves with other local schools to share 
the results and news in this way. It gives parents 
and carers a quick way to find out the results from 
students' matches and is a great way to share 
photos and feedback as well.  

Current parental consent to share student images 
online will be taken into consideration and students 
over 14 years will be able to make their own choice 
to appear in team photos. If you have any concerns, 
please email info@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.
If your child participates in an after 
school sports club, please follow us 
on St Bede's Sports News or 
@SBS_PE21

New PE Twitter account

https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/grief-2.pdf?ts=1637154852707
http://How to support your bereaved child
https://twitter.com/SBS_PE21?s=20


Sixth form helplining
Year 12 and 13 have been throwing themselves into 

enrichment this year and it is a joy to see them 
demonstrate service on a regular basis. Our sixth form 
students have been working with Years 7 and 8 in form 
times on Friday mornings, supporting groups with a 
variety of tasks as well as leading games and activities. 
In addition to this, our senior students and a small group 
of volunteers in Year 13, visited our Year 11 form groups 

to talk about their experiences in the sixth form and 
host a Q&A ahead of the application deadline on 1st 
December.
After a very different couple of years, it's a pleasure 
to see students of all ages integrating and supporting 
one another both inside and outside the classroom. 
Thank you to all our wonderful sixth formers involved in 
enrichment this year!

i2i Teaching Partnership - new computer science taster afternoon
If you would like to find out how you could make a real 
impact on the lives of others by training to become 
a computer science teacher, i2i Teaching Partnership 
would like to invite you to join us at our Get into 
Teaching Computer Science Taster Afternoon on 
Thursday 9 December 2021 at Weydon School. 
During the afternoon you will be able to:
• meet the Weydon Computer Science team over lunch 

and explore what it means to be a computer science 
teacher

• participate in a workshop looking at current 
Computer Science lesson activities

• visit a GCSE computer science class
• ask questions to our team of computing and teacher 

training experts

Please note that in order to 
train to teach you need to 
hold a degree. This event 
is for undergraduates, 
recent graduates and those 
considering a career change, 
and not for school age 
children.
If you are interested in 
attending, please visit our 
webpage where you will find a link to sign up: https://
www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events. If 
you are unable to attend but are interested in finding 
out more please email Krissy Taylor at ktaylor@
i2ipartnership.co.uk

With the deadline for applications approaching, 
choosing sixth form subjects can be daunting for 

some students as they may not yet know what they 
would like to do for a career and worry that they will 
make the wrong choices. We would encourage students 
to ask for guidance if they are uncertain or confused or 
take the opportunity of a careers appointment, which 
can be booked here www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/
careers-appointments.
While there is some flexibility in changing course options 
in September, depending on availability, the main points 
to remember when choosing are: (from UCAS - click here)
1. Look at what they are likely to enjoy and be good 

at. If they enjoy a subject or have an ability in it 
already, they are more likely to do well.

2. Are there any particular subjects and/or grades 
they may need? If they have a particular career, job 
or further study in mind, they may need to choose 
specific A levels in order to meet entry requirements.

3. How open do they want to keep their future study 
and career choices?

With 31 options to choose from there are a number of 
interesting combinations that students can choose for a 
greater chance of success. To find out more about each 
subject go to our website.
Other useful websites:
www.UCAS.com
www.sacu-student.com
www.informedchoices.ac.uk

Year 11s choosing A level/vocational courses

https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events.
https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events.
mailto:ktaylor%40i2ipartnership.co.uk?subject=i2i%20New%20Computer%20Science%20Taster
mailto:ktaylor%40i2ipartnership.co.uk?subject=i2i%20New%20Computer%20Science%20Taster
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-appointments
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-appointments
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications/qualifications-you-can-take/levels
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/196/courses-on-offer-and-prospectus
http://www.UCAS.com
http://www.sacu-student.com
http://www.informedchoices.ac.uk

