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Headlines 
Yesterday I was delighted to be 

able to congratulate a number 
of students across Years 7-10 who 
have reached over 80 merits since 
September. These students are 

clearly working incredibly hard in 
lessons and thriving at St Bede’s. 

Congratulations to Daria Cioroianu (Y7), Denvik Dodds 
(Y8), Eve Goulding (Y8), Elliott Jefferies (Y7), Amelie 
Junkison (Y7), Edgar Karaya (Y9), Sofia Mason (Y7), 
Kayla Nyathi (Y7), Samuel Oladipo (Y10) and May 
Palmer (Y7) for reaching this milestone. Very few 
students reach this threshold in a single term; it is 
highly impressive. They will be receiving a certificate 
and a £10 voucher for their achievement.  
In addition to the fantastic 
achievement of the students 
above I was also able to 
congratulate Raife Baxter (Y9) 
for reaching over 100 merits 
and he was therefore awarded 
a certificate from our Chair of 
Governors, Mr Andrew Brownless, and a £25 voucher.  
Well done to Raife for all his efforts since September.  

As we near the end of this academic term it has been 
fantastic to receive positive feedback from parents/
carers. Below are just a couple of messages that 
myself and members of the senior leadership team 
have received and this sort of feedback reminds staff 
of why we work at St Bede’s and it motivates us to 
keep going! 
Dear Mr Powell, I just wanted to let you know how 
supportive her tutor and head of year have been 
(Mr Harris and Mrs Wood). Mr Harris has been so 
responsive and is always checking in, he has given me 
so much support and encouragement. I am delighted 
my daughter is at a school where the staff are so 
committed to getting good outcomes for the children.
Dear Mrs Adams, Thank you so much for the email, we 
are thrilled with how X is thriving at St Bede's and it is 
all down to the wonderful teachers.
This is the last edition of the parent newsletter for this 
term but I will be writing to all parents/carers again 
during the week commencing 13 December with an 
update regarding our plans for testing in January.  In 
the meantime I wish everyone a great weekend.
God Bless.

Adam Powell, Headteacher

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Governor feedback
"Being a school governor has enabled me to give back to St Bede's in a structured and focused way, whilst 
also broadening my appreciation of the work that the teachers and support staff pour into the students' lives. 
St Bede's culture is unique and it's a privilege to be able to partner with the school to get to know the students 
so that decisions we make are able to be directly related to the students needs and ambitions." (Iain Maclean)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Christmas service
One of our favourite events of the year is our annual 

Christmas service, which once again will be held virtually 
this year. The virtual service has been filmed this week and will 
be available for parents/carers to watch; a link will be shared 
with parents/carers when it is available. The service includes 
an introduction by Mr Powell, readings by our chaplains 
and students in the chapel as well as the school choirs and 
musicians performing.



Diary
Dates to note
Christmas lunch (7-9 Dec)
Tuesday 7 December
Photographer in school
PwP live webinar led by St Giles 
Trust (6.00-7.30pm)
Wednesday 8 December
Y10 vaccinations
Thursday 9 December
Full governing body meeting
Friday 10 December
Second hand uniform sale
Thursday 16 December
Christmas Services for all years
End of term - finish 12.20pm
Friday 17 December
INSET day - school closed
Tuesday 4 January
INSET day
Wednesday 5 January
Spring term begins_______________________

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that school 
staff are unavailable to respond 
to emails during those times. 
Therefore, for support please find 
contact information for Surrey 
Children's Services at the bottom 
of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please go to 
www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/
support-and-safeguarding

The next PwP event is a live webinar 
being delivered by St Giles Trust 

and is called SOS+ Gangs and County 
Lines Parent Session. The live webinar is 
being held at 6.00-7.30pm on Tuesday 7 
December and will be 90 minutes long 
with a Q&A session. 
St Giles is a charity using expertise and 
real-life past experiences to empower 
people to progress towards positive 

futures. These sessions give an excellent insight to the reality 
of gangs and county lines, by people who have experienced 
it, in order to help parents spot the signs of potential 
exploitation and prevent their child or a child they know 
becoming involved. We encourage parents to join the live 
session as recordings are not available after the event.
For more information about St Giles Trust and the SOS+ Gangs 
and County Lines Parent Session, please click here.

Partnership with Parents session

The SVP Club is a small group of very determined, hard working students who 
are intent on making a difference in the lives of those suffering from financial 

hardship. They have been very busy this half term working on projects that they 
decided on together; collecting warm clothing for the homeless and making 
cards for sick children in hospital. On Friday 26 November they organised and ran 
a bake sale in the Chapel to raise some money to offset present and future costs 
for supplies. They were able to raise an amazing £211!
Thank you so much to all who supported in one way or the other. Your kind 
contributions and generosity has enabled the SVP Club 
to donate bags of clothing to help the homeless this 
winter. Future projects will 
be decided upon in the new 
school term 2022!!!

St Vincent de Paul

We will be holding our next second hand uniform sale on Friday 10 December from 
11.00am to 2.00pm. To book an appointment on Eventbrite please click here. 
If you are unable to attend the second hand sale but would like to purchase some items, 
please contact the school shop on 01737 214069 or email school.shop@st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk. 
If you have good quality second hand uniform that you no longer require, please hand it 
into the school shop or main reception. Thank you.

Second hand uniform sale

St Bede's is required to perform a single round of student COVID-19 
tests at the beginning of term in January. More information 

about this will be sent to parents/carers before the end of term. We 
strongly encourage you to keep home testing during the holidays 
to keep the spread of the virus to a minimum. More test kits will be 
distributed to students before the end of term.

COVID-19 onsite testing

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/SOS-St-Bedes-Parents-Webinar-7th-December-2021.pdf?ts=1638362601815
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/SOS-St-Bedes-Parents-Webinar-7th-December-2021.pdf?ts=1638371331601
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/st-bedes-shop-second-hand-uniform-sale-dec-21-tickets-214557265557


Bijoux Book Groups
We have started a new initiative this 
year with the introduction of small, 
semi-autonomous groups of students 
forming reading clubs in the library. 
We provide a cosy venue, sets of 
books for the whole group to choose 
from, light refreshments and bespoke 
bookmarks, and the students do the rest. It’s been 
delightful to see how many students wish to read and 
discuss books together. Students from all year groups are 
welcome to set up new groups.
Book Quizzes and Scholastic Reading Pro
All Year 7s have also  completed a 'Reading Pro' reading 
comprehension test which allows us to monitor progress 

in reading. Over the year, they will be doing quizzes and 
earning rewards for the books they have read. There 
are also prizes at the end of the year for the class who 
have read the most words on Reading Pro. Reading Pro 
is accessed via the Library button on the school portal, 
and is also a useful tool for parents if you'd like to see 
recommendations for reading books at the right level and 
areas of interest for your child. 
Bookbuzz
The Year 7 students have chosen their 'Bookbuzz' books 
and the order has gone off, but sadly we will now have 
to wait until after Christmas for delivery (national supply 
issues) but there is still great excitement! Thank you to 
the Friends of St Bede’s for continuing to fund this lovely 
scheme for us.

Library news

This week saw the launch of the National Younger 
Leadership Groups (NYLG). Seven students from 

across Years 7-11 joined online with over 50 schools 
nationwide to explore how 
they could be a force for 
positive change to schools 
and our communities and 
to help the Church 'grow 
younger'. There was much 
lively discussion and the 
views collected will be 

shared with the Archbishops of York and Canterbury. We 
were thrilled to be invited to be part of this programme 
and look forward to the next session in January. 

Quote from a student:
"Here are some of the 
things I enjoyed about our 
first leadership session, I 
enjoyed:
• Thinking about things 

that I would like to see 
change in my Church 
and knowing that it would be passed on.

• Spending time with people in different year groups 
and having a laugh.

• Thinking of solutions to solve issues that I find 
important."

National Younger Leadership Group

We have a lot of unclaimed, unnamed lost property. 
Please ask your child to check the lost property 

room for any unnamed belongings lost between the 
start of term in September and Friday 10 December. 
Anything unclaimed from the lost property room will be 
disposed of over the Christmas break. Unfortunately, the 
room becomes unmanageable if items are kept for any 
longer.

Anything lost between Monday 13 December until 
Thursday 16 December will be kept safe in the SIMS 
office, then moved to the lost property room in time for 
next term.
Any named lost property that we are given will be 
returned to students. Please be aware that when naming 
property, initials alone are not sufficient.

Lost property

Friends of St Bede's - a new chapter
The Friends held their AGM on Thursday 18 

November and received fantastic support. Many 
thanks to all who attended. Debbie Hay (Chair), Graeme 
Hay (Secretary) and Trudy Hopcroft (Treasurer) have 
run the Friends for years and been incredible, helping 
to raise thousands of pounds with every penny being 
invested back into the school for the direct benefit of 
the pupils. With their own young people moving on 
they felt it was the right time for others to take up the 
challenge and all three resigned from their posts at the 
AGM. A massive thank you to our exiting officers for 
your efforts and for agreeing to stay on as committee 
members for one last year to support the changes now 
happening.
To keep the Friends going new officers needed to be 
appointed and I’m delighted to let you know that all 

three positions were filled at the AGM. Your new team 
are Heather Peters (Chair), Sika Kouevi (Secretary) 
and Dafydd Jones (Treasurer). We are thrilled to take 
up the challenge and really look forward to working 
with Mrs Adams, all our supporters and meeting many 
parents and pupils in the coming years. There’s lots of 
handover activity happening at the moment so please 
bear with us whilst we get organised. Our first exciting 
venture is the Easyfundraising app - look out for more 
information soon as well as details of our meeting dates 
and upcoming events.
Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and praying 
you have a peaceful, safe holiday period.

Friends of St Bede's



Christmas card competition
Our annual Christmas card competition this year received several 

entries from students including Roisin Arnott (Y7), Darci-Jaine 
King (Y8), Olivia Lordan (Y8), Sophie Lordan (Y7), Abbie Morosoli (Y10), 
Olivia Saville (Y7) and Fallon Terry (Y7). Every year we are excited to 

see what the entries will be like. This year art 
student Abbie Morosoli's beautiful design 
won and will be on he front 
cover of the 
2021 St Bede's  
Christmas card. 
Roisin Arnott 
was given 
second place. All 
will receive 
merits. Well 
done everyone.

Pupil Voice
The Pupil Voice reps have been meeting this term with a 

focus on how we can be more environmentally aware. 
Students are currently making resources that will form 
part of a digital campaign trying 
to tackle litter and encourage 
recycling. The new bins are 
exciting because they are a 
constant reminder of what we 
are disposing of, plus they look 
great.
Students are very conscious of waste, single use plastics 
and our individual contributions to landfill. We met 
with Wilson Jones, the canteen company and were very 
impressed to hear that waste is less than 3%, especially 
given that the average household waste is around 30%.
Students also heard that a number of the food containers 
are recyclable or biodegradable. Still striving for what is 
best for the environment students quizzed the Wilson 
Jones representative on alternatives single use plastics, 
cutlery, cling film and made enquiries regarding the 
sources of meats and produce angling to explore the 
carbon footprint of the company and its stockists.
I look forward to working further with the Pupil Voice, 
Mrs Lygo-Baker (School Business Manager) and Wilson 
Jones.
We should be proud of our pupil voice environment 
committee and confident that the need to protect 
our planet is not just a splash on the broadsheets and 
tabloids, but being acted on and led by passionate, 
sensible, intelligent young people. Please read below 

words written by Freya Bellamy and Charlie Tuff in Year 
11.
"We have been students at St Bede's for almost five 
years now and feel we have been maturing with the 
school; growing alongside school extension projects; 
new initiatives as well as educational changes brought 
by learning during a global pandemic. As we reach the 
end of our fifth year we have felt privileged to share our 
opinions about how the educational environment we 
have grown up with can improve and further evolve. 
As year representatives we discuss and share issues our 
peers feel passionately about. These included a more 
inclusive syllabus including greater focus on mental 
health, sexuality and learning skills that are essential 
in the real world such as mortgages, credit cards and 
uni applications. There is also a real passion to instil an 
environmental focus throughout the school.
During our Pupil Voice meetings we gained valuable 
insight into the opinions and school experience of younger 
years, which we brought to our sustainability driven 
meeting with Wilson Jones. This term we focussed on 
recyclable and compostable packaging and proper use 
of bins around St Bede's. Talking to Wilson Jones was a 
valuable experience as we now understand better the 
processes involved in becoming a sustainable company, 
the economic logistics and the challenges of searching for 
suitable suppliers. Overall, we were very impressed with 
the environmental measures that had already been taken 
and their willingness to take on our feedback and new 
ideas. Hopefully new changes are on the horizon!"

Winner

2nd

Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their 
children out of school without authority for five or

more days (which do not have to be consecutive), they 
will be liable to receive a penalty notice.
Currently the amount payable under a penalty notice 
is £60.00 per parent/carer per child if paid within 21 
days. Thereafter the amount increases to £120.00 if paid 

between 21 and 28 days. If the penalty notice remains 
unpaid after 28 days, the Local Authority will consider a 
prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Please note that 
penalty notices are issued per parent/carer per child so a 
family of two parents and two children will receive four 
penalty notices.

Attendance


