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Headlines 
Last week it was fantastic to be able to 

celebrate the success of our previous 
Year 11 cohort at the KS4 certificates 
evening. It was lovely to see such a 
great turnout from this year group 

along with their parents/carers. There 
was so much to acknowledge from an 

academic point of view, but also the many 
personal achievements within this year group.  
I think it is fair to say the words used most throughout the 
evening were ‘proud’ and ‘pride’. It goes without saying 
that everyone at St Bede’s is proud of this cohort and how 
they overcame the challenges of the last two years. Not 
only did they achieve record breaking KS4 results but they 
have also turned out to be brilliant young people.  
I am delighted that the majority of the year group has 
decided to stay on at KS5 and they have made a great 
start to life in the sixth form. We are lucky to have them 
here and they are most certainly an asset to us. I would 
like to thank Mr Mason, Miss Mitchell, Mr Blount and the 
Year 11 tutor team for their celebrations for each tutor 
group. I am equally grateful to Mrs England and Mrs 
Hulbert for their organisation of the evening. Below is an 
email sent to Mr Mason following the event.

"Dear Mr Mason, Just wanted to say thank you for the 
celebration this evening. X has thrived during her time 
at St Bede's and I have never seen her so happy which I 
know is down to the support of yourself, her tutors and 
her network of friends! Hopefully she will continue her 
sixth form journey with the same level of confidence that 
she left with after her GCSEs, which I never thought I 
would see from her."

It is emails such as this which inspire staff to keep working 
hard and reminds us why we joined the profession. We 
now look forward to celebrating the KS5 summer success 
week after next! 
God bless.

Mr A Powell 
Headteacher

Belonging Education Determination Excellence Service

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental feedback
"Dear Mr Mason and the Year 11 team, We just wanted to 
thank you for hosting such an enjoyable certificates evening. 
The recognition of the students' success by the staff was 
heartfelt and joyous. It was a perfect way to reflect on the 
year group’s achievements and celebrate the amazing young 
people they have become." (Former Y11 parent)

ParentNewsletter

KS4 Certificates evening
On Thursday 

24 November, 
we invited last 
year’s record 
breaking Year 11s 
to come together 
for one last time 
to celebrate all of 
their individual 
and collective 
achievements. 
The event was extremely well-attended by students 
and their parents/carers and the atmosphere was warm 
and welcoming. Those in attendance heard from senior 
staff and also from their former tutors; all of whom 
lavished praise upon the cohort. All of the messages 
and memories resonated with pride and described the 
privilege that all of the staff felt from having been part 
of the year group’s journey. By way of entertainment 
to break up the speeches, we were treated to a lovely 
musical performance from Raphael and he was rewarded 
with rapturous applause.
Trophies were awarded for academic excellence and 
personal achievement and hopefully these will be 
treasured mementos for the future.
I would like to thank Mrs England and Mrs Hulbert for 
organising the event, all of the staff who contributed 
to the celebration and to the Friends of St Bede’s who 
contributed the trophies for personal achievement and 
also organised refreshments for the evening.

Mr Mason, former Head of Year 11



Driving to/from school

Diary
Dates to note
5-9 December
Y11 Mocks (week 2)
Tuesday 6 December
Tickets for Joseph go on sale
7 and 8 December
Christmas lunch
Y8 virtual parents evening
Wednesday 7 December 
Y7-9 flu vaccinations (group 1)
Thursday 8 December
Christmas Jumper Day (sixth 
form and staff only)
Friday 9 December
Y8 Panto trip
Monday 12 December
Carol Service - everyone 
welcome
Wednesday 14 December
Y10 progress reports published
Y7 Panto trip
Thursday 15 December
Y7-9 flu vaccinations (group 2)
Friday 16 December
End of term - finish 12.20pm
Tuesday 3 January
Spring term starts
3-6 January
Y13 Mocks

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

NHS careers - Theatres Open 
Day

Christmas lunch

Christmas Carol Service

Wilson Jones will be serving Christmas lunch on 
Wednesday 7 and Thursday 8 December. All 

students are welcome to enjoy a Christmas lunch on 
either or both(!) days (limited grab and go food will 
be available). The meal will cost £3.75 for main and 
dessert (it is not possible to have these separately 

– see menu here). If your 
child wishes to purchase 
Christmas lunch, please 
ensure that there are sufficient funds on their Tucasi canteen 
account. Students may also need to be mindful of purchasing 
items at morning break to ensure they still have enough money 
for lunch.
Year 7 students are invited to celebrate Christmas lunch by 
eating together during P3 on either Wednesday 7 (7L3, 7L4, 
7M1, 7M2, 7M3 and 7M4) or Thursday 8 December (7L1, 7L2, 
7R1, 7R2, 7R3 and 7R4). If your child prefers to bring a packed 
lunch to eat instead, they are welcome to do so.

This year we will be holding our Christmas Carol 
Service live for the first time in three years on 

Monday 12 December at 7.00pm in the school main 
hall. It is always a lovely event and we welcome 
parents/carers, family, friends and the local 
community to come along. The service will consist 
of congregational carols, readings, prayers, a drama and musical items from our two choirs.
The Friends of St Bede's will be providing refreshments after the service. We would also be 
grateful for any donations of mince pies (or chocolate logs for children) which can be left 
at main reception on or before Friday 9 December. Thank you in advance for your support.
This is an opportunity for the St Bede's Community to come together to celebrate the 
festive season and we hope to see you there.

The Royal Surrey NHS Foundation Trust is holding a 
Theatres Open Day on Saturday 10 December. This 

event is open to all and there will be the opportunity to find 
out about Operating Department Practitioner apprenticeships 
and other general vacancies. Please see flyer for more details and 

feel free to circulate to anyone that might 
be interested. If you have any queries, 
please email either ric.ellis1@nhs.net or 
lara.goodchild@nhs.net.

With the weather turning more wintery, more parents/carers 
are dropping to/picking up from school and stopping directly 

outside. A reminder that you must not stop on the yellow zig zags 
or in front of the school gates. Please also encourage your child 
to cross the road in a safe place away from parked cars. Some 
students are crossing the road in between cars meaning that 
oncoming cars cannot see them which puts them in danger. As 
always, we encourage students to walk from a bit further along 
Carlton Road (at least 10 minutes away) wherever possible. 

 
 

 

Are you interested in finding out about careers at 
Royal Surrey NHS Foundation Trust? 

Come along to our THEATRES OPEN DAY  

To discover great career opportunities being offered at the Royal Surrey 

Saturday 10 December 2022 - 10.00am – 2.00pm 

❖ We are opening our theatres for a chance to look around 

❖ Watch a demonstration of our surgical robot and get involved in some interactive 

workshops.  ❖ Staff will be available to chat to you to tell you more about a career in theatres and 

specifically how you can train to become an Operating Department Practitioner on our 

apprenticeship programme.  
❖ Refreshments will be provided  
❖ Free car parking is available (in our visitor car park adjacent to the Cedar Centre). 

What is an Operating Department Practitioner? 

• Operating Department Practitioners (ODP’s) are registered healthcare professionals specialising 

in caring for people of all ages before, during & after surgery. They mainly work in operating 

departments.  • ODP’s work alongside other professionals (such as doctors and nurses) and take a lead role in 

ensuring a patient is safe during each stage of a patient’s journey through the operating theatre.  

• ODPs continually make professional decisions to ensure the patient receives the best care 

before, during and after surgery.  
• ODPs ensure that the operating theatre environment is safe and effective, they have expertise in 

the management of specialist equipment and materials in a highly technical environment, for 

example handling surgical instruments, checking anaesthetic equipment, moving patients and 

giving medication.  • ODPs must demonstrate confidence, compassion, competence and effective judgement; being 

responsible for their decisions 
 
What is an ODP Apprenticeship at the Royal Surrey? 

Working as a Theatre Healthcare Assistant and receiving undergraduate training which will lead to a 

degree as an Operating Department Practitioner. 

• Duration - 3 years full-time with a blend of university study, clinical placements and health care 

assisting within theatres 
• The Trust will pay your tuition fees and a salary 

• Why an ODP Apprenticeship at the Royal Surrey? 

• Debt free study • Earn as you learn with a degree qualification at the end of your studies 

• A job with the Trust throughout your training and promotion on graduating to a qualified ODP 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Royal Surrey 

(Egerton Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 7XX) 

Click to 
see larger 

version

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/173/calendar
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/857/calendar-sports-fixtures
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/St-Bedes-Christmas-Poster-W22.pdf?ts=1669983809651
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/THEATRES-OPEN-DAY-apprentices-v.3.pdf?ts=1669721277535


Last week 22 Year 13 A level biology students visited the 
salt marshes at RSPB Pagham Harbour, to study plant 

succession. The day was led by Field Studies Council staff 
from Juniper Hall in Dorking and our students worked hard 
sampling the variety of plant life, collecting environmental 

abiotic information and analysing their data. They saw 
succession in action and enjoyed the delights of the muddy 
flats (very easy to lose a wellie in!) in a cloudy and  windy 
but thankfully dry period of the day. An excellent time was 
had by all.

Pagham harbour

Thank you to all the students who 
produced artwork for this year's school 

Christmas card competition. The winning 
design was produced by Evie Davies 
in Year 7 (left). Abigail Twigg, Jonty 
Smallwood, Alice 
Ficken, Georgina 
Buck, Julie Youssef, 
Eden Hobbs, Xavier 
Wilcox (all in Year 

7), Sophie Lordan, Olivia 
Lordan and Rachel 

Browne (in Year 8) will all also receive 
merits for their entries.

Christmas card competition

Debate workshop
On Monday 28 November, Ms Fleming-Wall and I 

arranged for Michael Hepburn, a debating and public 
speaking coach from South Hampstead High School/
Debate Hub, to come into the school and give workshops to 
students in the school. All those who are debaters learnt a 
range of valuable skills, tips for generating ideas, and advice 
for working as a team to prepare to take a side in a debate. 
Mr Hepburn was impressed with the level of engagement 
that he saw. 
Our students enjoyed themselves despite a lot of time 
spent learning new material. Special mention goes to the 
key stage 3 students who attended the workshops from 

periods 3-5 then completed a four hour stint by coming to 
debate club after school, and also to Jonathan Clegg (Y10) 
for leading debate club after a morning's workshops.

Dr D Beadle

Lost property
Please remind your children to 
check with the SIMS office for any 
missing items before the end of 
term. We have a clear out on the 
first day back after the holidays but 

never dispose 
of named items. All unnamed lost 
property goes into the lost property 
room, all named lost property which 
is small enough goes in the register 
pigeon holes while all large named lost 

property like bags and coats etc is kept safely in the SIMS 
office and students and form tutors are informed by email. 
When labelling items, please remember that initials alone 
are not sufficient for us to identify students.
Last day of term - early finish
A reminder that school finishes at 12.20pm on the last day 
of term, Friday 16 December and that buses do not service 
the school at that time (except for the 315 which will arrive 
at St Bede's). Students will need to walk to the nearest 
public bus stop. Please see links to bus timetables on our 
website www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/102/travel-transport.

End of term reminders

Winning 
Design

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/102/travel-transport


Debate Club competition
On Tuesday 29 November, Ms Fleming-Wall and I took 

13 students, from all year groups in the school, to a 
competitive debate at South Hampstead High School. The 
debates required them to interrogate ethical, political and 
legal issues through the lenses of literary worlds. 
Despite this being the first external debate competition 
for most of the students - and the first face-to-face 
competition that any had attended - all four of our teams 
won at least one of their three rounds, despite cautions 
from the organiser that they should be prepared not to 
win anything on the first attempt. What is more, Emily 
Hoogervorst (Y9), Charlie Knap (Y9) and Harry Lordan 
(Y9) won all three of their rounds meaning that they were 
declared joint winners of the Key Stage 3 competition. The 
two teams that they tied with were from St Paul's School 
for Girls, which fields the top school debate teams in the 
country.

Special mention must 
go to Owen Saunders 
(Y8) for attending 
despite a heavy cold, 
and Zoë Hooper (Y13) 
for stepping in at the 
last moment to join a swing team and so ensure that the 
competition could run well. The other students competing 
were Sophie Corrish (Y7), May Palmer (Y8), Jonathan Clegg 
(Y10), Niamh Derwent (Y10), Jasmine Gould (Y10), Jasmine 
Church (Y11), Isabelle Hutt (Y11) and Jay Hoong (Y12).
All our debaters at St Bede's have developed as competitors 
in their own time, outside of regular school hours, through 
student-led, as well as staff-led activities. Much of their 
success is down to having created a hugely inclusive and 
supportive culture in the club, where members from all year 
groups work together and encourage each other.

Dr D Beadle

Apprenticeship applications are now open
It is at this time of year 

that applications for 2023 
apprenticeships start to 
open. 
If your child is considering 
an apprenticeship for 

September 2023, now is the time to start looking and 
applying. Deadlines vary and competition is high, so it’s 
important to keep on top of all the dates and application 
processes required. 
The government apprenticeship website www.
apprenticeships.gov.uk/ offers advice to students 
and parents/carers and includes a search tool for 
apprenticeships at all levels. We also recommend you look 
at individual company websites, as not all apprenticeships 
will appear on this search. 
The ALPS Partnership Ltd (ALPS) & Alphi represents 
a community of training providers that specialise in 
apprenticeships and work-based learning in Surrey.  

They provide St Bede’s with 
a bi-weekly list to keep 
students updated of local 
apprenticeship opportunities. 
This list, along with other 
apprenticeship news is 
available to our sixth form 
students via the Careers and Higher Education Bulletin. If 
you have a child in Year 11 and would like to receive this list, 
please email Mrs Twigg at school.careers@st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk.
Parents/carers should visit www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
influencers/resources-for-parents for further information 
and for links to Amazing Apprenticeships who are offering 
parents a schedule of free webinars throughout the 
year. The next webinar, How to register and apply for 
apprenticeships is on Tuesday 6 December 2022 at 3.30pm. 
Book your free place visit https://amazingapprenticeships.
com/workshops-webinars/ 

Here are some National Online Safety posters that you 
may find helpful. Click on the posters to see the larger 

version. 
More resources and useful links to help you keep children 
safer online can be found on our school website > parents > 
online safety.

Children's Online safety
At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they 
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

Meet our expert

SOCIAL PRESSURES 
LINKED TO ‘LIKES’

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 28.08.2019

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/facebook-like-inventor-deletes-app-iphone-justin-rosenstein-addiction-fears-a7986566.html, 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Childrens-Commissioner-for-England-Life-in-Likes-3.pdf, https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/social-media-likes-impact-teens-brains-and-behavior.html, 
https://ico.org.uk/media/about-the-ico/consultations/2614762/age-appropriate-design-code-for-public-consultation.pdf, https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/primary/health-and-development/helping-your-child-build-self-esteem/

If your child does post on social media, it is 
important to monitor their feelings and 
emotions, supporting them and 
encouraging them to talk to you about 
what they may be experiencing. Explain to 
them that not everything online is real 
and that life is not dictated by how many 
likes a post may or may not get.  

‘Likes’ are a simple way for users to show that they like a post on social media. This could be anything from 
photos and videos to status updates and comments. The feature is widely used on several social media 

platforms and is extremely popular on Instagram and Facebook. It is often used by children to measure the 
success of their social media post and gauge opinion. However, it can also bring a number of social 

pressures, particularly if users start to question their own levels of popularity.

DAMAGING TO SELF-ESTEEM
Your child may use likes to measure their 
own self-worth, with more likes instilling a 

amongst their friends and peers. However, 
children who only receive a small number 
may in turn feel a sense of rejection or 

low self-esteem issues, impacting them in 
other aspects of their life such as at school 
or in social settings.

AN ADDICTIVE FEATURE
Like features encourage children to stay 
online for longer. In doing so, your child is 
likely to engage with app’s for longer 
periods than they otherwise would have 
wanted, checking their phone more 
frequently, including at night when they 
should be asleep. This could contribute 
towards screen addiction which can cause 
sleep deprivation and consequently a lack of 
focus during the next day at school.

UNREAL VIEW OF THE WORLD
Your child may follow celebrities or 
other popular individuals on social 
media who receive millions of likes. 
Not everything on social media is a 

child may feel pressured into 
behaving in a similar way in real life or 
posting similar material in order to 
feel popular and achieve a similar 
level of self-worth.

COMPETITIVE CULTURE
Children will often compare the number 
of likes they receive for their post 
against their friends or followers, 
possibly evoking emotions of jealously 
or resentment. In a bid to increase their 
own status and receive more likes, this 
could lead to a competitive culture in 
which children try to better one another, 
potentially leading to them engaging in 
more and more riskier activities.

FOLLOW OR BEFRIEND YOUR 
CHILD ONLINE

MONITOR
MENTAL HEALTH

Using the same social media sites as 
your child and connecting with them 
online will allow you to keep an eye on 
what their interests are and who may 

likes will help you build a picture of 
what your child is being exposed to and 

ENCOURAGE HOBBIES 
OR OTHER ACTIVITIES
Try to help reduce your child’s screen 
time and need for social media through 
encouraging them do other things such 
as a sport or hobby or simply playing 
with friends outdoors. Supporting them 
to take up other activities that they 
enjoy can also help build self-esteem 

HELP TO BUILD YOUR CHILD’S SELF-ESTEEM
Try to help build your child’s self-esteem through positivity and praise and listening to them if 
they are struggling with the way they look or feel. Talk to them about the positive aspect of their 
personality and help them understand that looks aren’t everything. Try not to criticise or blame 
your child which could compound any negative thoughts they are already feeling.

Pete Badh is a writer with over 10+ years in research and 
analysis. Working within a specialist area for West 
Yorkshire Police, Pete has contributed work which has 

court as well as writing as a subject matter expert for 
industry handbooks.

LIVE 47 Watching

10m 

DISCUSS THE REAL WORLD
Talk to your child about online perceptions and about 
what they feel is and isn’t important in their life. Try to 
establish an open and honest conversation and speak 
about what they feel is acceptable to post online and if 
they feel pressure to conform.

http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
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https://amazingapprenticeships.com/workshops-webinars/
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https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/NOS-Social-Media-and-Mental-Health.pdf?ts=1669972527919
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