
Parent Newsletter
18 Dec 2020

Issue No 7

Headlines 
As we near the end of what 

has been a very busy and 
challenging year, I would like to 
thank you for your incredible 
support since September. I feel 

incredibly lucky to be finishing 
my first term as Headteacher of a 

school which has tenacious and resilient 
students, committed and hardworking staff members 
and encouraging and supportive parents/carers.
Recently I received a message from a Year 8 parent 
which I have shared with staff and would like to share 
with you:
"Dear Mr Powell, Thank you so much for your letter 
and voucher for X’s merit achievement - what a 
lovely surprise and reward for her. I know she will 
be absolutely delighted to receive this. As I have 
communicated to Miss Frost a few times this term, X 
is so happy to be back at school - she really missed 
school during lockdown. She has a fantastic supportive 
Head of Year and Form Tutor; amazing subject 

teachers who have inspired and encouraged her and 
a wonderful group of friends. X can’t wait to get to 
school each morning and is full of energy and stories 
on her return from school each afternoon. As parents, 
we couldn’t hope for more."  
It is messages like this that we all at St Bede’s find 
heartwarming. We are not perfect but we have 
worked hard to provide the best possible education 
since September. We will continue to work hard 
next term and will use feedback to improve further. 
Whilst I recently served Christmas lunch to Year 7s, 
which had been organised by the fantastic Mrs Pacey 
and her canteen staff, it is clear that despite all the 
challenges we are currently faced with, the school’s 
values of belonging, determination and service 
continue to thrive at St Bede’s.
I wish every member of the St Bede’s community 
a merry Christmas and I hope that 2021 will be a 
healthy and happy year for you all.
God Bless

Mr A Powell

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental Feedback
"Dear Mrs Wood, Thank you for your lovely message which I have shared with [my daughter]. It really is 
very much appreciated, particularly with things being so tough for everyone nowadays. May I thank you 
and all the St Bede's staff for all you do for the children. Wishing you a happy and restful Christmas. Thank 
you again." (Year 7 parent)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Year 7 Christmas lunch
At Christmas we have a number of school traditions, most of which have been 

adapted this year to suit the current situation and our Year 7 Christmas lunch 
was no exception. However, we were so pleased to be able to hold a traditional 
Christmas lunch for smaller groups, thanks to the hard work of our catering and site 
teams, who organised the lunches over three days with four tutor groups each day. 
There was a seasonal buzz in the air as the students, some of whom were served by 
Mr Powell, enjoyed their meal together and listened to Christmas music.
Other year groups were also able to enjoy a Christmas meal on the three days.



A huge well done to all our students who participated in the recent Carol 
Service. It was a lovely service and even in the virtual format, it didn't 

disappoint. Students from all year groups performed instrumental and vocal 
solos and small groups, readings, prayers as well as Mr Wood accompanying 
on the piano, Miss Taylor-Denton and Miss Mitchell singing and playing the 
trumpet. Pieces include O Holy Night, O Come, O Come Emmanuel, In the Bleak 
Mid Winter and Hark The Herald Angels Sing to name a few. We hope you had 
the opportunity to join us, but if you didn't, the videos are still available to view 
and enjoy here https://clickv.ie/w/Mi_o.

Extra support for vulnerable 
families over Christmas
This time of year can put extra pressure on household 

budgets, with increased heating bills and the pressure of 
Christmas looming large. As part of the government’s Winter 
Support Grant, Surrey County Council has made extra funding 
available to Surrey Crisis Fund. This money is there to act as a 
winter lifeline for those feeling that there is nowhere to turn when unexpected 
bills appear or essential household items break down. Families can access the 
Surrey Crisis Fund online or schools can advise families to ask at their local 
library or Citizens Advice Bureau.
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/surrey-crisis-fund

Diary
Week 1
Monday 4 January
INSET day 3
Y13 mocks - all week
Tuesday 5 January
Y11 and key workers' children 
return to school (remote 
learning begins for Y7-10 & 12)
=========================

Week 2
Monday 11 January
Y7-10 & 12 return to school
Y11 mocks - all week
Friday 15 January
Parent Newsletter - issue 08
Saturday 16 January
Y11 Bronze DofE practice walk
=========================
Dates to note
Tuesday 19 January
Y7 parent consultation evening
Friday 22 January
Y12 Looking Forward Day
Thursday 28 January
Y12 virtual parents higher 
  education evening
Friday 29 January
Y11 mock results day/progress 
   report
=========================

Important:
Parents are requested to ensure their 
child attends all school days. Please 
regularly check the calendar and key 
dates which are updated with holidays 
and INSET days for this academic 
year. See our sports calendar for team 
fixtures.
For absence, please call the 
attendance line on 01737 214019 
and leave a message or email 
attendance@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.
Click here for the COVID-19 
related pupil absence - a quick 
reference guide for parents

During the Year 13 and 11 
mocks (5-9 and 11-15 January) 
the KS4 canteen will be 
closed. Please remember to 
send in a packed lunch with 
your child each day as they 
will not be able to purchase 
food in school.
If your child has free 
school meals, please email 
simsoffice@st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk or your Head of Year to 
arrange a lunch.

Citizenship/PSHE: Relationships and 
living the wider world
Our students are now coming to the end of their unit of work looking at 

mental health. There have been many interesting conversations in lessons 
and students have covered a wide range of information in order to support 
them with identifying potential 
mental health problems, positive 
and negative strategies for coping 
and ways to promote wellbeing. 
Next term we move on to units 
focused on Relationships and living 
in the wider world. You will find 
more detail and links to sources 
of support in the latest edition of 
our publication attached to this 
newsletter - click here.

Canteen reminder

Carol service 

https://clickv.ie/w/Mi_o
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/surrey-crisis-fund
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/surrey-crisis-fund
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/189/school-calendar
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/167/the-school-day-and-term-dates
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/429/sports-calendar
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/COVID-19-related-pupil-absence-guide-20200915.pdf?ts=1600185908604
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/COVID-19-related-pupil-absence-guide-20200915.pdf?ts=1600185908604
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/COVID-19-related-pupil-absence-guide-20200915.pdf?ts=1600185908604
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/CZ-PSHE-Update-2.pdf?ts=1608194492875
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/CZ-PSHE-Update-2.pdf?ts=1608194492875


At the end of term the tutor team have recognised 
individuals who have gone above and beyond this 

term. I am pleased to share the names of the winners 
below.
Ned Littlemore 11AN Eva Mosley 11HO
The whole tutor group of 11ED Aaron Lancaster 11SP
Joyini Yogeswaran 11YL Khushee Patel 11RH
Hannah McEleney 11MA Toby Leighton 11RT
Jack Turner 11HG Matthew Evans 11CH
It was very hard to select individuals 
from such a strong and driven cohort. 
Each and every student in Year 11 is 
working incredibly hard and we are 
proud of every single student and 
their achievements this term.

Year 11 Tutor Awards

A successful term - top merits! 
Learning about all aspects of life is something we 

promote and encourage in St Bede's and our merit 
reward system plays a very positive role in this. Merits 
may be awarded to any student in Year 7 to Year 11 for 
a variety of reasons including trying your best, working 
hard, being kind, helping others etc and these reasons 
are categorised by teachers under one of our five school 
values: BELONGING, EDUCATION, DETERMINATION, 
EXCELLENCE, SERVICE.
This term the pastoral team has reviewed our merit 
system. 2020 has been a year of upheaval and change 
and in preparation for the new calendar year we have 
reset the merit levels and prizes to be the following:
20 merits - Merit congratulations from form tutor
40 merits - Head of Year Certificate
60 merits - Head of Key Stage Certificate & sweet treat
80 merits - Headteacher Certificate and £10 gift voucher
100 merits - Chair of Governors Certificate and £25 gift 
voucher
Please be aware that each term we reset all students' 
merit totals (and negative behaviour points) to zero. 
We recognise that there are many students in each year 
group who have been awarded the highest number 
of merits already this term which is fabulous and very 

encouraging. We have therefore increased the rewards 
we offer, as well as moved the bar a bit higher!
As our students develop and move through the school 
towards Year 11, we prepare them for life beyond school. 
In reality this means students begin to appreciate that 
rewards are given less frequently but have higher value 
and meaning. Our aim is to help them realise that the 
ultimate reward is their own motivation, achievement 
and success.
Students have achieved amazing merit results this term, 
with large numbers achieving 80+ merits. The top boy 
and girl students from each year group were:
Year 7 top merits
Kristina Simpson (7AJ) - 94 Kevin Tumwine (7PK) - 101
Year 8 top merits
Samuel Aubrey (8PR) - 115 Hannah Earwicker 8FL - 116
Year 9 top merits
Thomas Cline (9US) - 100 Layla James (9PM) - 97
Year 10 top merits
Dinuk Jayamanne - (10JN) - 80 Amelia Threader - (10WH) - 82
Year 11 top merits
Josh D'Arcy Bean (11AN) - 28 Hannah McEleney (11MA) - 39
Well done everyone, keep up the good work!

In Year 11 this term we have been focused on 
celebrating all of the amazing small successes that 

the students experience. Each week teachers are able 
to nominate students within Year 11 for a 'Shout Out' 
this means the student gets a certificate given to them, 
their name is read out in assembly and featured on the 
student bulletin. Students 
can be nominated for an 
academic or pastoral reason 
and for any other general 
positive reason. So far this 
term there have been over 
500 'Shout Outs' which is 
absolutely incredible and 
demonstrates how well Year 
11 have been doing this 
year.

Year 11 Weekly Shout Outs

Year 8 electives: Mindfulness walks
Students enjoyed walking up to Reigate Hill as part of 

their elective `Healthy Body, 'Healthy Mind' this week. 
There was lots of mud along the way, but we made it 
there and back in one piece. This elective is designed 
to give students the tools needed to become a more 
resilient person using a mixture of outdoor and classroom 

based learning. We look at a range of techniques to 
improve mental wellbeing through mindfulness, cognitive 
behavioural therapy techniques, but also through physical 
activities which get those endorphins flowing. Students 
leave each lesson feeling happier and healthier, ready to 
face whatever life throws at them!



We are all aware of the fun to be had online and during 
this Christmas break children may be online more 

than usual. Here are several ways to help keep children safe 
while they enjoy their break and make the most of all there 
is on offer. Click on the images on the right to visit their 
website pages for more information.
While not in school, if your child or any child requires 
support, there are a number of options available. Please 
visit NHS Mental Health Support or see Accessing external 
support on our website. If you think a child requires urgent 
help or is in imminent danger, please do not hesitate to call 
999. We hope everyone enjoys their Christmas break.

Safeguarding/online safety

Home PE competition winners
The PE team were really pleased to receive the entries 

from all those students who entered the Home PE 
competition; everyone looked like they had fun doing it 
- which was the ultimate goal! Each student had to grab 
a family member and time 
themselves for one minute 
performing keepy-ups with 
a frying pan and rolled up 
ball of socks, then add their 
scores together - definitely 
something different. 

Well done to everyone 
who gave really good 
attempts but the two 
highest scores were:
Georgina in Y7 teamed 
with her dad - 139
Louis in Y8 teamed with 
his brother - 205
If you didn't take the 
opportunity to enter, perhaps you can have a go over the 
Christmas break for some family fun. 

To everyone in our St Bede's community 
we wish you a peaceful and restful 

Christmas and New Year

Christmas Jumper Day/mufti day
Sixth form students and staff showed their support on the annual Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 

11 December by wearing a variety of Christmas themed items including socks, earrings, facemasks, 
reindeer antlers and more along with their Christmas jumpers to raise money for Save the Children. A 
total of £321 was donated online (plus some may have donated via text) - a fantastic amount! If you 
would like to donate you can still do so online at the St Bede's JustGiving page - click here.
It was great to see the other year groups dressed in mufti and many students sporting Christmas themed 
attire for the Year 11 charity Renewed Hope. The mufti day donations already made via the online 
payment system at the beginning of the year will be split equally for the six mufti days and each charity 
will receive around £900. Thank you to everyone who has donated.
For more information about Renewed Hope go to their website www.renewedhope.org.uk

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/246903/Adolescent-Wellbeing-Workshops-Leaflet-v1-10-December-2020.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mental-health-helplines/
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Accessing-External-Support--1.pdf?ts=1608203240478
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Accessing-External-Support--1.pdf?ts=1608203240478
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cjd200007577?utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_page_launched_--_savethechildrenchristmasjumperday-transactional-pagecreated-uk-2020&utm_content=18583413-81ca-4dfc-9cab-da7d8a817422&utm_medium=email&utm_source=postoffice&utm_term=1604497094133
http://www.renewedhope.org.uk
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/digital-xmas?utm_source=Parent+Zone+Newsletter&utm_campaign=df9abe0b87-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_allat17sept_uk_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1ee27d9000-df9abe0b87-179671283
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-being-social-online/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/246904/CYP-Havens-2020-Christmas-opening-hours-v1-10-December-2020.pdf

