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Headlines 
The new year and term has got off 

to a great start. The huge task of 
testing went ahead last Tuesday on 
the Inset day and thankfully positive 
COVID-19 levels at St Bede’s remain 

very low. Long may that continue! 
Completing testing in one day meant 

the school did not lose any lesson time. I am grateful 
to our brilliant support staff who made this challenging 
task possible. Some worked in the holidays to prepare 
and on the day many worked longer hours to make 
sure that the testing went ahead smoothly. 
Thank you to everyone who came in for onsite testing. 
With that and the reintroduction of face coverings 
in lessons, we hope to limit the spread of the virus 
keeping everyone safe and enabling us to continue to 
provide a consistent education for all students. Please 
see the next page for important government changes 
on testing.

I have been extremely impressed with the way in 
which Years 11 and 13 have conducted themselves 
during their assessments over the last couple of 
weeks. I hope that they have all found the process 
useful and the results produced from these 
assessments will prove invaluable for teaching staff 
revising their interventions and support provided to 
these year groups.
Recently I met with the governing body admissions 
panel to review the new Year 7 applications for 
September. I was delighted to see that St Bede’s 
remains popular in the local area and it was great 
to learn that our first choice applications were the 
highest that they have ever been. We look forward to 
meeting and working with our new cohort of students 
in the summer term.
Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.
God Bless.

Adam Powell, Headteacher

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental feedback
"You all do such an amazing job in such an uncertain and ever changing climate. Thank you." 
(Year 9 parent)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Sparkfish - prayer space
There was a beautifully calming atmosphere in the chapel last week as classes of Year 7 students came along to 

experience the different activities set up by Sparkfish. There was the usual favourite Fizzy Fish which encourages 
forgiveness and letting go of bad feelings and resentment as well as the prayer tree, making Doves of Peace, a 
moment of calm in the quiet tent, an opportunity to sit and be stress free using stressballs and other ways to pray 
for those we love. Students were very engaged and really embraced each activity. All students in Years 7, 8 and 9 
will be experiencing the prayer space during the first three weeks of this term. A lovely start to the new year.



Diary
Dates to note
Wednesday 19 January
Y7 parents' evening
Thursday 20 January
Y7 parents' evening
Thursday 27 January
i2i school experience day
Friday 28 January
Parents' newsletter (Issue 08)
Wednesday 2 February
Y11 parents' evening
Thursday 3 February
Y11 parents' evening
Tuesday 8 February
Safer Internet Day 2022
Wednesday 9 February
Y12 report published
Friday 11 February
Break up for half term
14-18 February
Half term break_______________________

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that school 
staff are unavailable to respond 
to emails during those times. 
Therefore, for support please find 
contact information for Surrey 
Children's Services at the bottom 
of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please go to 
www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/
support-and-safeguarding

Our local area is fortunate to be home to many great schools, but there are no 
great schools without great teachers, and no other profession is as important 
to the fate of the next generation, or as uniquely rewarding, as teaching.
At a time of year renowned for reflecting and reassessing - thoughts often 
turn to a new direction. For those looking for a more rewarding career and 
a greater sense of purpose, training to become a teacher represents an 
attractive and fulfilling option.
We are proud to be a part of the i2i Teaching Partnership; an alliance of 
secondary schools across the region delivering a highly supportive teacher 
training programme. i2i trains over 50 teachers across all curriculum subjects, 
with training hubs in Farnham and Reigate.
i2i runs a series of information events designed to help anyone considering 
teaching as a career find out more about the training, the eligibility criteria, 
the funding available and how to apply to a teacher training programme. 
The schedule for events this term is as follows:
Wednesday 19 January 2022 at All Hallows School, Farnham 9.00-11.30am
Wednesday 9 February at Glebelands School, Cranleigh 9.00-11.30am
Tuesday 22 February Virtual Seminar via Zoom 7.00-8.00pm
Saturday 26 February at Weydon School, Farnham drop-in between 9.30am 
and 11.30am
Wednesday 16 March at Weydon School, Farnham 9.30-11.30am
Saturday 19 March at Reigate School, Reigate drop-in between 9.30 and 
11.30am
Wednesday 23 March Virtual Seminar via Zoom 7.00-8.00pm
For further information please visit their website at 
https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/or contact Krissy 
Taylor on ktaylor@i2ipartnership.co.uk.

Transform, Lead, Inspire - Teach

New career with meaning?

We strongly encourage all students to continue asymptomatic testing at 
home twice a week and report the results to Test Register and the NHS. 

Students' testkits were sent home earlier this week. Students with COVID-19 
symptoms should book a PCR test. Please note the following changes:
• From Tuesday 11 January you do not need a confirmatory PCR test after a 

positive lateral flow test, so reporting the results is even more important. 
Please see guidance on positive test results.

• Please also note that after testing positive you no longer need to wait 90 
days to begin symptom free lateral flow testing, you can begin to do so 
again 14 days after the start of the COVID-19 isolation period.

We always try to keep our information up to date, but with COVID-19 
guidance changing on an almost daily basis, the GOV.UK website 
should hold the most up-to-date information -  
please click here for current stay at home guidance.
Thank you for your continued support.

COVID-19 testing update

Nominations are now open for the 2022 awards, recognising outstanding contributions between 1 January 2021 to 
1 January 2022. Please visit www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/sportsawards to nominate by 23 January 2022.
The Reigate and Banstead Sports Awards recognise and celebrate the achievements of sports people and sports 
clubs across the borough, and the invaluable contributions made by volunteers to maintain sport and physical 
activity. All nominations will be considered and short-listed by an independent panel of judges. Successful 
nominees will be informed and invited to a special awards evening on 21 February 2022 at the Harlequin Theatre.
Facebook post - https://www.facebook.com/reigatebanstead/photos/a.587839337923025/7126541807386046

Reigate and Banstead Sports Awards
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Our extra-curricular clubs and activities for spring term are currently 
being reviewed and we will publish the list with any amendments as 

soon as we have confirmation from the teachers involved in providing the 
sessions. Activities change from term to term depending on whether they 
are seasonal activities as well as staff and venue availability. For example, it 
is too dark to continue with running club at this time.

Spring term extra-curricular activities

German KS3 Zitronensterne competition
The students learnt about German traditions during 

Advent as part of the curriculum just before 
Christmas. They then had to translate into English a 
recipe to bake lemon star biscuits and we watched a 
short video clip. I suggested as a homework assignment 
that once they had baked them they were to gift them 
with a Christmas card in German to a member of their 
family. They had to send me a photo of what they baked. 
Every participant has received a merit for determination. 

There were prizewinners which were very hard to select. 
Anybody who made an extra effort was also rewarded. 
Wunderbare Arbeit!

Jellyfish visits St Bede's School
Former St Bede's student Rob Pierre 

who is CEO and Co-founder of Jellyfish 
Digital Marketing, along with VP Yolande 
Battell and Marketing Director Hannah 
Dempsey, delivered an excellent talk 

to Year 13 business students in December. Students 
found the talk very engaging and learned all about how 
technology has transformed marketing in recent years. 
Jellyfish is a leading international digital marketing 
agency, which started in Reigate and now has a number 

of offices across the UK, including in The Shard, as well 
as around the world. The company works with many 
prestigious clients such as Google, Ford, Samsung and 
numerous other multinational blue chip companies. 
The team held a fun and interactive quiz throughout the 
session and the top five winners were awarded prizes 
at the end. It was great for the students to see how a 
marketing campaign works in practice and many of the 
students have been inspired to look at digital marketing 
as a career.

Sociology in Action conference
In December, a group of our Year 13 sociology students 

attended, from the comfort of their sociology 
classroom via a live stream, the annual 'Sociology in 
Action' conference which took place in London. The 
group of students, most of whom will be studying 
sociology in some form at university, attended five 
cutting edge sociology lectures given by Eminent 
Academics which spanned a range of topics: gender 
and patterns of criminality; the use of social media by 
the police to investigate and prosecute violent crime 
committed by gangs; institutional racism in education; 
the media and its representation of the working class, 

and the impact of 
structural racism in 
society. The lectures 
were informative and 
frequently provocative, allowing students to extend and 
deepen their understanding of contemporary sociological 
issues and experience the lecture format with which 
they will become very familiar at university. The 
feedback from the students was very positive, with many 
commenting on how interesting the chosen topics were, 
especially in relation to the crime and deviance themed 
lectures.

Student merit awards
A large number of excited Key Stage 3 students visited Mrs Adams, Assistant Head KS3, during the first week of 

term to collect a small treat in recognition of receiving 60 merits during the autumn term. Keep up the good 
work everyone.



Vaccinations
Please note all vaccinations that take place in school 

are arranged by the local NHS nurses, not St Bede's 
School, and details of these are kept with your GP. 
We do not hold any records 
of vaccinations at school, 
therefore, it is important 
that you make a note of your 
child's vaccinations and the 
dates for future reference.

Careers and higher education
Beginning this week, we will be 

sharing fortnightly via Insight, 
our Careers and Higher Education 
Bulletin with sixth form parents/
carers. Every week in the sixth form 
bulletin, information about opportunities 
and events are publicised to students, some of which are 
exclusive to St Bede's, and we would like to ensure that 
their parents/carers are also aware of these. Information 
for other year groups will be shared over the coming term.

On Christmas Jumper Day in December, sixth formers and staff donned their Christmas jumpers among other items 
including hats, ties and even elf ears and managed to raise £351 for Save the Children; a fun day for a great cause.

Christmas Jumper Day

In their final virtual assembly of 2021 with heads of year Miss Corry and Miss Woodroofe, sixth form tutor groups 
were set a team building task to make an accessory that could be worn at a Christmas party, using a set of 

Christmas items provided. Some impressive results in just five minutes!

Sixth formers get creative

New school gates notice
As you may be aware, we have installed new electric 

gates which are now fully operational. Parents/carers 
should not be driving onto the school site, however, if you 
need to do so, please ensure that you drive slowly with 
caution and only one way around the loop. When you 
get to the exit, the gates will open inwards automatically 
when you stop in the white painted box. Do not go past 
the white box or too close to the gates - wait for the 

gates to fully open. If you are waiting for a car to exit, 
wait in the white box and the gates will remain open until 
your exit is clear. You must not drive the wrong way 
around the loop.
The entry gates will be closed between 9.00am and 
2.30pm, during which time you will need to press the 
intercom so reception can provide access.


