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Headlines 
As we approach one of the most 

important events in the church 
calendar it is good to look back over the 
autumn term and celebrate the unique 
Christian ethos that is St Bede’s School. 
Our chaplains, who represent the 

Anglican, Catholic and free church 
traditions, are a wonderful team and 

provide a breadth of experiences for the students 
including tutor group worship, Year 7 ‘belonging’ services, 
regular sessions for young carers, end of the day prayers, 
denominational services and assemblies for KS3, as well 
as assisting with the Year 7 reflection walks, to name just 
a few! This week they have led Christmas services for all 
year groups, with students taking part in Bible readings 
and prayers interspersed with musical items, carols and a 
drama. The SVP group has continued 
to go from strength to strength; 
students meet to pray and design 
projects to benefit the community 
such as hosting cake sales, raising 
money for local food banks, 
organising the shoe box appeal for 
Samaritan's Purse (Operation Christmas Child) and visiting 
care homes. The chaplaincy also works closely with the RE 
department at school. 
On 19 October we said a fond farewell to Revd Anna 
Moore who had worked with us for three years. Although 
we were all really sad to see her go, it was lovely to attend 
her ‘induction’ service to mark the start of her work as full 
time vicar of St Matthew’s Church, Redhill and we know 
the strong links with Anna will continue. In January we 
are delighted to be welcoming Mrs Ali Faulkes who will 
take up the post of Anglican chaplain; we are excited to be 
welcoming her to the Ethos team.
Other highlights this term include the Remembrance 
service on Friday 11 November, when the whole school 
paused to join together online in reflection, prayer and 

remembrance for all those 
who have given their lives in 
conflicts around the world and, 
more recently, three Christingle 
services for our Year 7 students 
to mark the beginning of 
Advent.

Belonging Education Determination Excellence Service

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Student feedback
"To Chaplains, I wanted to say Thank You 
for helping everyone with their feelings and 
taking care of people. You have made a big 
impact on the school."

(KS3 student letter of thanks)

ParentNewsletter

Day to day, the Chaplains continue to support both 
students and staff in need, with 1:1 sessions and many 
student-tailored groups such as the bereavement group. 
It has been particularly important and a blessing to have 
the DRE services led by local clergy and we continue to 
develop the links with different churches. In January we 
are looking forward to hosting a Prayer Space for Year 7 
students organised by Sparkfish, who also provide a 1:1 
mentor for the boys in our community.
It was unfortunate that the icy weather forced us to 
have to cancel the Christmas Carol service on Monday 
night. However, as soon as we realised it was not safe, 
we recorded as many items as we could so we could 
share the work that had gone into preparing it. As it was 
an unexpected recording the students were dressed for 
school rather 
than a service. 
We hope you 
enjoy the musical 
performances, 
readings and 
drama. This is 
available here.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a 
very happy Christmas.
“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 
overcome it.” John 1:5

Mr J Wood, Assistant Headteacher

https://youtu.be/Ud41uiOm8Jc
https://youtu.be/Ud41uiOm8Jc
https://youtu.be/Ud41uiOm8Jc


Diary
Dates to note
Friday 16 December
End of term - finish 12.20pm
Tuesday 3 January
Spring term starts
3-6 and 9-13 January
Y13 Mocks
6-7 January
Y12 Geography residential trip
Monday 9 January
Friends of St Bede's meeting
Friday 13 January
Parent Newsletter (Issue 8)
Tuesday 17 January
PwP event: Daniel Spargo-
Mabbs Foundation
18 and 19 January
Y7 Virtual Parents evenings
19, 20, 22-25 January
School show rehearsals
25, 26 & 27 January
School show - Joseph

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
Y7-11 absence 
Attendance@st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk
6th form absence 
sixthformattendance@st-bedes.
surrey.sch.uk
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.
If you have concerns about 
someone's immediate safety, 
please call 999.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

Build your teenager's resilience workshop

Year 7 Christmas lunch

Donations

Year 7 had the treat of eating their delicious Christmas lunch together last week. There 
was a full Christmas lunch on offer with everything from Turkey to Christmas pudding 

including the very popular pigs in blankets and yummy roast potatoes. The whole year 
group enjoyed Christmas music, crackers and paper hats as they ate and talked and it was 

great to see the enjoyment they were all having. As a way to 
say thank you to the kitchen staff the students sang 'We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas' and then did a great job of helping tidy 
up. Year 7 would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who 
made the lunch so tasty and such a big success.

Miss H Mitchell, Deputy Head of Year 7

Many thanks to CLM Moves for delivering 
the beautiful Christmas tree for us to 

display in our main hall for all our Christmas 
events. The generous removals company have 
themselves donated items of furniture to the school over the last 

year and also recently helped to move a large 
amount of office furniture, which was kindly 
donated by We are Planet based in Redhill, who 
are moving offices.
We are grateful for all their support of St Bede's 
in this way.

Surrey County Council Family Learning are holding a free online 
parenting workshop. Parent/carers will learn tips and strategies to 

support their teenager’s wellbeing.
• To understand the term `resiliencè
• To explore ways to help develop your teenager̀ s resilience
• To use strategies to help build your teenager̀ s resilience

Monday 9 January 2023 - 7.30-9.00pm Zoom online
For more information click here or Scan QR -->

To understand the term `resilience` 
To explore ways to help develop your teenager`s
resilience
To use strategies to help build your teenager`s
resilience

This course is a FREE online parenting workshop,
parent/carers will learn tips and strategies to support their
teenager’s wellbeing

 
When:  Monday 9th January 2023 
Start 19:30 – 21:00
Zoom online  

Email: family.learning@surreycc.gov.uk

Web: www.surreycc.gov.uk/familylearning

Tel: 07968833984
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Resilience Workshop  

What will I learn:

HowHowHow to Book? to Book? to Book?
Please click link or scan QR codePlease click link or scan QR codePlease click link or scan QR code   
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https://www.weareplanet.com/about


Last Friday Year 8 students enjoyed a lovely walk to the 
Harlequin Theatre in Redhill to watch the Cinderella 

pantomime. There was a definite buzz of excitement among 
the year group, and as we took our seats and the music 
and lights began, the students were captivated by the story 
of the ugly stepsisters, Prince Charming, Buttons, and of 
course, Cinderella. The year group were fully committed to 
any audience participation, and shouts of 'it's behind you!', 

and 'oh no it isn't!' could probably be heard as far away as 
Carlton Road! There was even an onstage appearance of 
three of our students, who were very brave in showcasing 
their dance moves in front of a packed theatre! It was a 
pleasure to take the year group on such an enjoyable trip, 
and I would like to thank all of the tutors and support staff 
who gave up their afternoon to accompany Year 8.

Miss S Ramsdale, Head of Year 8

Year 8 Pantomime trip

Attendance equals results
Following the DfE’s update to guidance on improving 

school attendance, the latest strapline is 'attendance is 
everyone’s responsibility.' You will read in our attendance 
policy what is expected of all stakeholders 
in regards to attendance and punctuality.
At the start of the year it was clearly 
demonstrated to students and parents/
carers, the correlation between strong 
attendance and excellent outcomes. You 
will have read or heard the following statistics, among 
others regarding students at St Bede’s:

At GCSE in 2022
• 48% of grades achieved by students who attended 

95% of the time were grades 7-9. 
• Students with 95% attendance achieved on 

average 1.5 grades higher in maths than those who 
attended school 80-90%.

• Students with 95% attendance achieved on 
average 1 grade higher in English than those who 
attended school 80-90%.

• Students with 95% attendance achieved on 
average nearly 1 grade more progress in each 
subject than those who attended 80-90%.

In the sixth form in 2022
• 64% of students attending 95% of sixth form lessons 

achieved three or more A*-B grades compared to 37% 
of students who attended less than 90% of lessons.

• Nearly 60% of grades achieved by students who 
attended more than 90% of lessons were A*-A 
compared to 40% of grades achieved by those who 
attended less than 90%.

Not only do we strive for excellence at St Bede’s; our 
broad and balanced curriculum, teaching staff and pastoral 
care seeks to provide a sense of belonging. We aim to 
build resilience leading to determination in students 
to work through barriers they experience which could 
prevent strong attendance being achieved. Form tutors 
and teachers provide a caring and welcoming learning 
environment and appropriately differentiate and deliver 
well planned lessons. We have a Behaviour and Student 
Support (BASS) team and a student wellbeing team, 
working hand in hand with heads of year to provide the link 
between students’ social, emotional, mental and physical 
health issues, external agencies and their learning. This 
term our heads of year have been focussing on reducing 

absence, monitoring the time missed by some students and 
assessing the reasons for absence. They may have notified 
you seeking to work with you to break down any barriers 

students may be experiencing that may 
prevent strong attendance.
I am pleased to report that Years 7 to 11 
absence for the autumn term is 4.34%. 
This is better than the national average. 
I am also pleased to report that in such an 

important examination year the current Year 11 cohort 
have made the biggest improvement compared to last year.
The percentage of students with an absence of 10% or 
more are considered to be 'persistently absent' (PA).
Students with 50% or more absence are considered to be 
'severely absent' (SA).
Currently there are just over 9.5% of students in St Bede’s 
who are persistently absent. This has improved since 
October half term where the percentage of persistently 
absent students was over 11%.
10% absence equates to five lessons a fortnight or 100 
hours of teaching in a school year. If your child is in this 
category, even with authorised medical reasons, it is vital 
we work together to reduce the absence and support your 
child’s missed learning.
As well as a focus on strong attendance and reducing 
absence; tutors, teachers and heads of year have 
been trying to instil a strong work ethic involving good 
punctuality. Being just five minutes late everyday equates 
to 15 lessons in a year. Accruing 10 minutes of lateness 
every day equates to 30 lessons missed in a year. Each 
week tutors and tutees have been analysing their tutor 
group’s lateness. I am pleased to report that punctuality 
is improving and moving in the right direction, however, a 
small number of Year 10 and Year 11 students must make 
the biggest change in priorities when moving in between 
lessons or returning from break/lunch.
I am extremely pleased to report students in 7WH, 12CR, 
13ND and 13RT have managed to achieve zero lates in the 
autumn term in a given week which is fantastic. You can 
monitor your child's attendance through Insight.
If you would like to research further the link between 
attendance and outcomes please follow the links below.

Mr N Blount, Head of Key Stage 4
Link between absence and attainment
Working together to improve school attendance
School behaviour and attendance: parental responsibility

'Attendance 
is everyone’s 
responsibility'

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/91/key-informationpolicies/category/19/attendance
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/91/key-informationpolicies/category/19/attendance
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/the-link-between-absence-and-attainment-at-ks2-and-ks4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/parental-responsibility-measures-for-behaviour-and-attendance


Christmas Jumper Day
On Thursday 8 December, Sixth Form students and staff helped to raise 

money for Save the Children by donning their Christmassy jumpers and 
accessories. Thank you to everyone who donated, helping to raise a fantastic 
£272! A great amount for a good cause - well done everyone!

Year group end of term celebration assemblies
The end of the school term signifies a number of things, 

the highlight being that a break is imminent(!), but for 
heads of year, tutors and students it is a time to celebrate 
all that has gone well over the previous several weeks 
as well as suggest ways to improve in the coming term. 
This time of year is also very special because we are able 
to celebrate all that Christmas represents as well. In the 
celebration assemblies students were awarded for a variety 
of achievements including highest number of merits, lowest 
number of absences and lates, as well as tutor awards and a 
special favourite the 'Christmas Star' award.

It is also a special time for Mrs Adams, Head of Key Stage 3, 
who has been handing out small treats to the large number 
of students who received over 60 merits this term, while 
Mr Powell gave certificates and vouchers to students who 
have accumulated over 80 merits. Some students have 
even achieved over 100 merits, which receives a governors' 
award and voucher, with one student in Year 9 reaching 163 
merits - a fantastic achievement!
The beginning of a new term means that everyone has the 
chance to start afresh and perhaps improve and do even 
better.

As we reach the end of the autumn term, we would like 
to wish all our families a very happy Christmas and hope 

that you have a good time during the holiday. However, we 
are aware that for some students the holidays can be quite 
a difficult time as they are away from the routine of school 
and friends and the support they may receive here. We 
would therefore like to remind you of the support available 
outside school.
Students have a list of helpful websites and phone numbers 
in their student diary and on the school website under 
Student Wellbeing.
The Anna Freud website is very helpful, containing 
information to support mental health and wellbeing and a 
self-care plan aimed at secondary school students.
Please be aware that if you are concerned about a child/
young adult or know of one that doesn't feel safe there 
are also links to helpful agencies in the Child Protection 

and Safeguarding area of the school website. If you have a 
concern for someone's immediate safety, please dial 999.
Finally, here is a document from our Mental Health 
Support Team (MHST) which has lots of sources of 
help for students too - click here.
We have also emailed this information to our 
students and hope that they will remember to 
reach out for some support if they need help.

Christmas holiday online safety
The holidays is a great time for students to relax 
and play games, perhaps online with friends. 
Please see this poster from National Online 
Safety about setting up apps, games and 
software. For more online safety tips,  
please visit www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/830/online-safety.

Christmas holiday safety and wellbeing for students

To everyone in our St Bede's community we wish 
you a peaceful and restful Christmas 

and New Year

Helpline, crisis mesenger or 1-1Support and Information 
Discussion boards and group chats
Apps and tools 

       online chat 
Articles, personal experiencesDiscussion Boards Set goals and track progress

Mood TrackerChat to Kooth Team

       and tips

Headspace is an everyday Mindfulness and

Meditation app for Stress, Anxiety, Sleep, Focus,

Fitness, and More.

Urgent support Advice, information and resources
Mental Health services in Surrey

 24/7 text supportGuides, advice and tips Real life stories from other
       young people  

The MeeToo app allows you to talk anonymously

about difficult things with other people of a

similar age or experience.

Surrey Heath Mental Health Support Team

Helpful Resources 

https://sabp.orcha.co.uk/

ORCHA
Search for quality reviewed 

apps to support your mental health

SilverCloud is an online therapy programme 

proven to help with stress, anxiety, low-mood

and depression.

Recommended Books Helpful books based on the principles of cognitive behavioural therapy 

For 11-18 Year Olds 

The Stay Alive app is a pocket 
suicide prevention resource for 
the UK, packed full of useful 
information to help you stay safe. 

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/my-self-care-plan-secondary/
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/91/key-informationpolicies/category/20/child-protection-safeguarding
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/91/key-informationpolicies/category/20/child-protection-safeguarding
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/11-18-Helpful-Resources-MHST.pdf?ts=1670927193780
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/830/online-safety
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/11-18-Helpful-Resources-MHST.pdf?ts=1670924831663
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/NOS-Setting-Up-Apps.pdf?ts=1671105084103

