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Headlines 
I am well aware of the pressures 

facing parents and carers due 
to the demands of supporting 
children at home as well as 
trying to work yourselves. I am 
very grateful for all your support 

and the continued messages 
of encouragement are very much 

appreciated. I am equally grateful to all of my staff 
who are working extremely hard to provide the best 
possible learning experience; many of whom have 
their own children to support at home whilst also 
delivering online lessons.  
As we have now had a month of online lessons we felt 
that it was a good opportunity to review our remote 
education. Therefore, Mr Ramsbottom, Assistant 
Headteacher in charge of teaching and learning, has 
sent out questionnaires to both students and staff to 
gain feedback on the strengths of our provision and 
how we can develop further. I was pleased to hear 
on Tuesday morning that within 24 hours of sending 
out the student questionnaire we had received over 
650 responses. Please do encourage your child to 
complete this if they have not already done so.
The school remains open for vulnerable students 
and children of critical workers. We are currently 

supporting up to 70 students on the school site each 
day.
We have carried out lateral flow testing for staff 
currently onsite for the last three weeks. As of the 
week commencing Monday 8 February, we are 
extending this offer to students who are in school, 
in preparation for the expected requirement to offer 
mass testing prior to the return of the whole school 
in March. We are looking to extend our testing 
processing team in the next few weeks to prepare for 
this possibility. (More details on testing can be found 
on page 3.) 
In staff news, after interviews last week Mr Saunders 
was made Deputy Headteacher at St Bede’s. Mr 
Saunders has worked at the school for a significant 
number of years and will make an excellent deputy. 
I have also made the decision to move Miss Douglas, 
in her role as SENDCo, to the senior leadership team.  
I hope that this demonstrates my determination 
and passion for all students to thrive at St Bede’s 
including those with special educational needs. 
I hope that you and your families remain well during 
this time.
God bless.

Mr A Powell

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental Feedback
"Dear Miss Woollard, I’d like to thank you and the staff at St Bede’s for facilitating such an improvement 
in live lessons and online learning this lockdown. This has been apparent for all three of my children at the 
school and all are significantly more engaged than during the first lockdown in 2020." (Parent of Year 9, 11 
and 12 students)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

2021 so far...
While 2021 has not quite been so far what we all hoped it would, we are really 
pleased with how all our students, parents/carers and staff have been dealing 
with the current lockdown and remote education.
We believe teachers are striking a good balance between live lessons and 
providing work tasks, and the feedback from staff suggests that students have 
shown good attendance to lessons and have been working well.
We are grateful for all the student and parental feedback. This helps us with our 
planning and to ensure that we are working in the best way for the majority of 
our students as well as providing assistance to those who need it.
We are really pleased to be able to offer continuous pastoral support (via tutors, 
Head of Year, Head of Key Stage, student support, chaplains or counsellors) and there are also numerous sources of 
external help available on our website; these have also been shared in the student bulletin. If you have any concerns 
about your child or any child, please do not hesitate to contact us.



Lilah Unwin in Year 9 who, like so many other children, had 
to deal with the all the stresses that the pandemic dealt 

them. Her running club (Reigate Priory Athletic Club) had to 
stop meeting and as we all know sports and extra curricular 
activities are a great outlet for most students. Nevertheless, 
Lilah remained motivated and trained most days by herself 
during lockdown. The hard work and determination paid off as 
she ended 2020 as the number 1 Women's U15 runner in the UK 
for 600m. Here is a picture of Lilah (number 102) achieving the 
record time of 1.38.76 in Bromley. Outstanding determination 
and excellence Lilah - well done!

Free school meal - supermarket 
vouchers
During this period of lockdown the school continues to provide supermarket 

shopping vouchers in the absence of a meal provided by the school for 
eligible students. During term time the Department for Education provides the 
vouchers via the school through the Edenred voucher scheme. Instructions on 
how to use this can be found here.
Surrey County Council has decided to provide supermarket vouchers during 
February half term and for this we will be using the Wonde schoolvouchers.com 
system. Instructions on how to use this system can be found here.
We apologise for having to use two different systems and for the confusion it 
can cause. If you require any assistance please email Mrs Vicki Sanford on 
vsa@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk or telephone 01737 214076 during school hours. 

Also reminder that families who need emergency financial assistance may be 
able to get help from Surrey County Council via the Surrey Crisis Fund online.
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/surrey-crisis-fund

Diary
Dates to note
8-12 February
National Apprenticeships Week
Tuesday 9 February
Safer Internet Day
15-19 February
Half term holidays
Monday 22 February
Return to online learning
25 & 26 February
Y11 Virtual guidance meetings
1-5 March
National Careers Week
Monday 1 March
Y7 Secondary school offers 
made by SCC
Wednesday 3 March
Y11 Virtual parents' evening 1
Thursday 4 March
Y11 Virtual parents' evening 2
Monday 8 March
Return to school - To Be 
Confirmed by DfE
_______________________

Contact 
information
Student IT issues: 
studentit@st-bedes.surrey.sch.
uk
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns: 
dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

If you feel a child is imminent 
danger, please call 999.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to www.st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk/1155/support-and-
safeguarding

Careers appointments:
These appointments are 
taking place by phone with our 
independent Innervate careers 
adviser. All calls are recorded. 
To book an appointment either 
click below or go to our website 
Curriculum/Careers/Careers 
appointments
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.
uk/1703/careers-appointments

Library Bookbuzz
Great news! Reading is NOT 

cancelled! We were delighted to 
receive the Bookbuzz books for Year 
7 students which we will distribute 
to students as soon as they return 
to school. This is now the sixth year 
we have taken part in Bookbuzz - so 
in total around 1860 Year 7 children 
have now been presented with a book 
of their very own, as a gift from the 
Friends of St Bede's. This year, it seems 
that the chance for our students to 
lose themselves in a good book is more 
important than ever and we are so 
grateful to the Friends for their support.
Debbie Hay from the Friends said, "We 
are thrilled to be able to continue to 
support this wonderful scheme. While the 
Friends activities - like everyone's - may 
have been curbed by the pandemic, it is 
great that the Year 7s still get to benefit 
from this - albeit a little later than anticipated!"
Our library team continues to provide students with lists of great books to read 
and information about the online services available to them via the weekly 
student bulletin. Keep calm and carry on reading everyone!

Congratulations 

https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/DfE-FreeSchoolMeals-ParentCarerFAQs.pdf?ts=1612523133125
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Guidance-on-how-to-use-the-Wonde-vouchers-during-half-term-break.pdf?ts=1612525591073
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/surrey-crisis-fund
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/surrey-crisis-fund
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-appointments
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-appointments


NHS lateral flow device rapid testing programme

National Apprenticeship Week is an annual week-long 
celebration of apprenticeships, taking place across 

England during 8-12 February. An increasingly popular 
study option, apprenticeships are a great way to gain 
hands-on experience while studying towards an industry-
recognised qualification and earning a wage. They're 
available across a range of sectors including accounting, 
business, law, construction, engineering and transport. 
We will be helping students to understand more about 
apprenticeships through a presentation in the student 
bulletin on Monday and during Citizenship for Year 12. 
Sixth formers have also been sent a variety of other 
careers and apprenticeship information and opportunities.

There are a large number of resources available to 
students and parents/carers, please visit the links below 
and more available on our website:
UCAS for degree apprenticeships www.ucas.com/
apprenticeships-in-the-uk
Notgoingtouni www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
Ratemyapprenticeship www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk
Government www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
Students have also been sent information about the 
National Apprenticeship Show below.

National Apprenticeship Week 2021

The government has asked schools to set up a rapid 
testing facility on site for all those staff and students 

who are asymptomatic (not experiencing the three 
main coronavirus symptoms - continuous cough, high 
temperature, loss/change to smell/taste). This is due 
to the fact that a large number of us carry and spread 
the virus without experiencing any of these symptoms. 
We have been training and testing staff for the last few 
weeks. We are now preparing for the possibility of testing 
to enable students and staff to return to school safely 
in March. Next week, we will be beginning to offer tests 

to students who are currently on site. Once we have a 
definite return to school date and if student testing is 
required by the government, we will contact parents/
carers with further information. We are aware that some 
parents/carers and students may be anxious about the 
testing, however, please note that it is voluntary and 
staff will be on hand to support the students at all times. 
We have added a list of FAQs to our website along with 
a leaflet and video showing how the swab sample is 
performed. If you have any queries that are not covered 
by any of the literature provided, please do contact us.

https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
http://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk
http://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
http://Nas.vfairs.com


Well done to all the students in Years 7-10 who have 
entered the MFL MemRise Challenge so far. This 

is a leading edge initiative which helps students develop 
their language skills online. It is free to sign up and more 
information can be found in the student bulletin. Here is 
the current leaderboard.
1. Mara Rodriguez (Year 10)
2. Samuel Aubrey (Year 8)
3. Nathan Tijhuis (Year 10)
4. Eddie Read (Year 8)
5. Rory Spring (Year 8)
Très bien!

Thank you to everyone who took part; the three 
judges were very impressed with the creative entries 

from St Bede’s School. The winners were as follows:
1st Prize winners - each awarded £20.20   
Esther Mistry (Year 7) 
Charlie Knap (Year 7)
Highly Commended entries awarded 10 Merits each
Ruby Walters (Year 8)
Sophie Earwicker (Year 7)
Leah Routledge (Year 7) 
All poems have been published in the Buckland Parish 
Magazine available in the chapel. 

Winners of the Buckland 
2020 Poetry competition

MFL MemRise Challenge 
leaderboard

A number of students in Years 7-10 have entered 
this online leading edge competition which helps 

them to improve their maths. Each time you answer a 
question correctly in MemRi, your score for a number 
of correct questions in that week increases. MemRi 
resets everyday if you need more questions! Every 
two weeks points will be collected and prizes will be 
awarded during and at the end of the term.
Here is the current leaderboard for our students.

Hegarty Maths MemRi Madness!
Fortnight dates 18/1 - 29/1

Top 3 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

1
Alyssa 
Abigail 
Bagolor

Tom Roberts Kelysha
Ohene-Kena Tanay Patel

2 Natalie 
Winterbotham

Kareem 
Otukoya

Samuel 
Simpson

Felipe 
Brisbar

3 Miya Waring Edgar 
Karaya

Colm
Hawkins

Omar 
Farooq

This week is Children's Mental Health Week which 
couldn't be more relevant at this current time. The 

theme is 'express yourself' and we shared a number of 
slides with students in the bulletin on Monday to help 
them identify ways to do this. For example:
• What does express yourself mean? ‘Express yourself’ 

is about finding creative ways to share feelings, 
thoughts, or ideas, through things like art, writing, 
music, dance and doing things that make you feel 
good.

• Why does finding healthy ways to express yourself 
matter? Being creative and expressing yourself can 
help you de-stress and relax. This can generate ‘feel 
good’ endorphins which can lift your mood, help you 
feel empowered and create a sense of identity and 
achievement.

• We can find creativity in many different ways - 
explore ideas and find what works for you.

We also reminded students where to find help if they 
are struggling or just need someone to talk to. There is 
always someone waiting to listen and help, in and out 
of school. There is also lots of support and advice for 
parents through YoungMinds. You can just follow this 
link: https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/
supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
There is a competition run by Place2Be's Children's 
Mental Health Week and University 
of Leicester called 'What makes you 
happy?' Information on how to enter this 
competition can be found here. Deadline 
for entries in Friday 12 February.

Children's Mental Health Week

This week marks the start of LGBT+ History Month 
which was founded in the UK in 2004 by Sue Sanders 

and Paul Patrick. Sue Sanders has said “Given that 
schools had already been doing Black History Month, 
we thought maybe we should launch a LGBT+ History 
Month. Schools were not mentioning LGBT+ people at 
all and homophobia in schools was rife. So it was about 
celebrating after years of being victims.”
Each week we will share slides in the student bulletin 
with information about important moments in LGBTQ+ 
history and iconic people.

We hope it promotes positive 
discussion amongst our young 
people and helps us continue 
to move forward in making 
sure everyone feels safe 
and respected within our school community and the 
communities in which they live. If you or your child would 
like more information, advice or support about LGBTQ+ 
issues, please have a look at the following websites
https://www.youngstonewall.org.uk/
https://prideinsurrey.org/supportgroups

LGBT+ History Month

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/competition-information.pdf?ts=1612522811868
https://www.youngstonewall.org.uk/
https://prideinsurrey.org/supportgroups

