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Headlines 
I would like to reiterate the 

message I sent to parents last 
week that I have been immensely 
proud of every single student in 
the way they have adapted back 
into school life. Students and staff 

continue to support one another 
and there remains a very strong sense 

of community which makes St Bede’s such a special 
place to be part of. If your child is struggling and they 
have not informed anyone in school please do contact 
us so that we can put support in place.  
During my assemblies this week I outlined the school's 
plans to improve our facilities. This includes building a 
‘food cube’ in our outside space to increase catering 
facilities at break and lunchtime. We will create 
additional seating areas including developing the 
garden area so that students can sit down and enjoy 
their lunch. We will be looking to refurbish the sixth 
form common room, sixth form canteen and we will 
be updating all of the IT equipment in the sixth form 
Chrome rooms. Furthermore, we will be developing 
our PE facilities which will include installing new long 
jump pits, resurfacing the basketball and netball 

courts and we hope to renovate the old gym. We 
will also be replacing all of the equipment in our 
food rooms and improving IT facilities throughout 
the school. These are just some of the new 
developments taking place at St Bede’s.  
I have encouraged students to utilise Pupil Voice led 
by Mr Blount so that they can help shape the future 
of St Bede’s. I am determined to provide the best 
possible education and facilities for students at St 
Bede’s and we continue to enhance our provision.  
This includes expanding our pastoral support team 
to ensure that we support students in keeping 
physically and mentally well.  
It has been fantastic to see the school return to 
some form of normality this week with Year 11 
being given their hoodies, the sixth form leading 
RAG Week and students in Year 7-9 participating in 
‘Drop it and Read’ week. It has also been great to see 
extra-curricular PE activities resume and I hope this 
newsletter gives you a flavour of what life is like at St 
Bede’s. It is great to be fully open again! 
God bless.

Mr A Powell

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Student Feedback
" I was really nervous before my first covid-19 test because I thought it would hurt. It was 
actually completely fine, fast and efficient - I was only in school for about five minutes!" (Georgia 
in Year 9)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Testing in schools, but not as we know it!
Impressive! That's the only word for it. We were 

given a task by the DfE, which seemed completely 
unachievable, logistically and administratively - test 1800 
students three times and get them back to school, to help 
make staff, students and their families safe. However, 
as always, we rose to the challenge. Our site team built 
the testing facility within two days and then, with the 
help of a large number of support staff and agency 
recruits, it was all go! Thank you to parents and students 
who responded to the situation just as positively as an 
astounding number of students (around 90%) from each 

year group came in on their designated days to be tested; 
all proving how eager they were to return to school - 
where we all belong. These tests were also to prepare 
students to move to home testing (more information 
on Page 3) and we were delighted that there were no 
positive cases as this means that our community have 
been doing the right thing during the recent lockdown.
It is important to continue to follow the government 
guidance of hands, face, space, as these are the most 
effective ways to control the spread of Covid-19. Let's 
stay safe and keep St Bede's open!



ALERT: Cannabis infused sweets
Parents please be aware that there are sweets 

laced with cannabis that may be available for 
children to easily purchase. Most of these mirror 
the actual sweet packages in terms of colours and 
text font eg Nerd Ropes, Gummy Bears, Haribo, 
Starbursts, Sour Patch. You really have to look 
twice before you see that they are drug laced. 
Please look out for wording such as 'super potent formula' and THC 
(Tetrahydrocannabinol) or the cannabis leaf symbol within a triangle. Any 
packaging that has a number with the units 'mg' (denotes the strength of the 
THC) sometimes on the rear of the packet, is a concern. 
The sweets started appearing last year and we are told they are becoming 
popular and commonplace. They are usually much more expensive to purchase, 
but otherwise look very similar to 'normal' sweets. Children need to be aware of 
what to look out for when offered something similar as they will easily not notice 
the difference in the sweets' packaging. According to the reports some children 
have been hospitalised. The social media site Snapchat is a popular place to 
purchase them. Please do contact the school if you are aware of any incidents.

Diary
Dates to note
Friday 26 March
Y9 Final booster vaccination
Sunday 28 March
Clocks go forward by 1 hour
Thursday 1 April
End of term (3.15pm)
2 - 16 April
Easter holidays
Monday 19 April
Summer term begins
_______________________

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns: 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

If you feel a child is imminent 
danger, please call 999.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to www.st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk/1155/support-and-
safeguarding

Parents/carers and other 
adults (with no symptoms) in 
households with children or staff 
in school, nursery or college 
(including support bubbles or 
childcare) can now access regular 
rapid Covid-19 testing. Click here 
to find out the easiest way for 
you to collect or order your kit. 
Secondary school/college staff 
and pupils can still access test 
kits through their school/college.

Covid-19 Self-test kits

Duke of Edinburgh Award
The following students have all gained their DofE Certificate of Achievement. 

This is in a year when all extra-curricular has been postponed, cancelled 
or impossible due to lockdown and social distancing. DofE have changed the 
award during this period enabling students to still get a certificate for their 
achievements despite for Bronze, the expedition was unable to take place and 
for Gold, neither the residential or the expedition were able to take place.
The following have achieved their Bronze certificate.
Bryan Abi Karam Chloe Beggs Hannah Flaherty
Caitlin Garlick Cordelia Greatwood Beth Hardcastle
Zoe Hooper Samuel Jackson Calvin Upton
The following have achieved their Gold certificate.
Andrew Bracey Daniel Burke

Driving notice
Please can all parents, who either drop off or pick up 

their children, do so considerately on Carlton Road. It is 
important that traffic including buses can keep moving at 
all times. Dangerous manoeuvres near the school site, eg 
three point turns, stopping suddenly or stopping a distance from the kerb, puts 
students and other pedestrians at unnecessary risk when trying to cross, as well 
as causing congestion and potential accidents.
Please also avoid driving/parking along the grass verge areas as this can cause a 
large amount of damage. Many thanks for your support with this.

Library
While the library feels strange and quiet at the moment as only sixth formers 

are allowed to use it as a work space, we are still functioning as much 
as possible. Our new library system Oliver is fully available to all students to 
browse, request or reserve books which are delivered the next day to tutor 
groups. World Book Day £1 tokens have been distributed to all KS3 students; 
these can be used in all local bookshops when they reopen or students can 
exchange their token for a free book from the library (more information can be 
found in the student bulletin).
Printed books are not going out of fashion - but electronic reading devices do 
have advantages too! We have invested this year in setting up new platforms 
with a collection of 'e-books' and students can access them via the library portal 
or through Oliver. Finally, the annual Carnegie Club has launched! As we are 
unable to meet in person, we hope that a large number of students will join us 
online to help select the winning book for the Carnegie medal. The SIMS Office are in need 

of second hand navy blue PE 
jogging bottoms and St Bede's 
pleated skirts which they loan 
to students occasionally. If you 
have any that you are willing to 
donate, please send them in to 
the SIMS Office via your child. 
Thank you.
(Please note that we do not 
need any other items and the 
shop is not collecting second 
hand uniform at present.)

Donations required

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


Self-testing at home

National Careers Week presents us with an opportunity 
to highlight the many and varied career opportunities 

to our students. Work still seems some way off for 
most of our students, but it is a good chance to begin 
considering what to do and what interests them. 
Between 1-5 March we provided a number of resources 
to our students via the school bulletin, including a careers 
quiz, bitesize video clips explaining different careers 
and some information on what careers relate to which 
subjects. Please don't worry if your child didn't manage to 
go through all of the material as we will be going through 
it during citizenship lessons. There is a parents' guide on 
the NCW website https://nationalcareersweek.com. 

Our careers and guidance programme at 
St Bede's runs throughout the year for all 
year groups. For more information please 
visit the careers pages of our website.
As a reminder, any student can book a 
careers appointment with Innervate on a 
Friday (staff, students or parents may book these), they 
are particularly useful for Year 11 students and sixth form. 
The meetings are 40 minutes and students receive an 
individual action plan.
Please book via our website: www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.
uk/1703/careers-appointments.

National Careers Week 2021

Staff have already moved to self-testing at home and, 
now having completed the required series of onsite 

testing, we are preparing for students to begin self-
testing at home. We will no longer be offering regular 
testing of students in school. 
Students will be issued with Covid-19 Self Test Kits on 
Monday, which are really easy to administer. Those 
whose parents opted out will not receive a kit as testing 
continues to be voluntary, however, we would strongly 
encourage you to take part to continue to keep our 
community safe and keep the spread of Covid-19 to a 

minimum. If you change your mind after having collected 
the kit, you can return the unused kit to school. Once 
a test is used, you have a legal obligation to report the 
result to school and the NHS.
Please ensure you have read 
all the information provided 
and if you have any queries 
that are not covered, do not 
hesitate to contact us.
Thank you in advance for your 
continued support.

The annual RAG Week this year had 
to be a scaled down version of what 

we all know and love, but our senior 
students were not deterred by this and 
carried on regardless, more determined 
than ever to raise some well needed 

funds for their chosen charities, Breck Foundation, The 
Royal Marsden Cancer Charity and Teenage Cancer 
Trust. Each day students wore themed clothing, Monday 
- pyjamas, Tuesday - Celebrity, Wednesday - Decades, 
Thursday - What not to wear and Friday - Film and a 
whole school mufti day. Senior students arranged a 

sponsored walk with the aim of totalling 210 miles 
between them all. In the usual spirit of RAG Week some 
brave members of staff were persuaded to participate in 
a St Bede's version of The Masked Singer. Videos were 
shared with all students and staff each morning for them 
to guess the singer and the answer revealed at lunchtime. 
Students also arranged a RAG raffle (available to 
everyone), a Bake Off challenge and a sixth form unofficial 
RAG quiz night. They have worked so hard given all the 
constraints. If you have not already done so, but would 
like to show support this year, please donate at https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/stbedesragweek2021

They stood together for a brief photo

Four students, Lauren, Joely, 
Will and Ethan, decided 

to continue the tradition of 
walking, in pairs, from Brighton 
to St Bede's School (approx 50 
miles) and raised £700 (split 
between RAG Week and Smile).

https://nationalcareersweek.com
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-appointments
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1703/careers-appointments
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/stbedesragweek2021 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/stbedesragweek2021 


Kooth is offering free online parent information 
sessions in April and May. These sessions are designed 

to help parents understand how Kooth can support 
their child with their mental health and wellbeing. The 
sessions are about an hour and include, Kooth Parents 
Presentation, Live tour of the site, Questions & Answers. 
Kooth
Kooth is a free online counselling and emotional 
wellbeing support service for young people aged 10-
18 years (up to their 19th birthday). It is a safe, secure 
and anonymous means of accessing support with 
their emotional health and wellbeing needs from a 
professional team of qualified counsellors. As well as 
other supports, such as discussion boards and magazines 
with peer to peer and community elements.

Kooth operates an out of hours service weekdays from 
12.00-10.00pm and the weekend from 6.00-10.00pm 365 
days a year.
To watch a one minute video about Kooth click here 
https://vimeo.com/318713056/3b5ea08a52
Please find below the links for these sessions. They only 
ask for a first name, as email addresses are not required. 
Use the ’Registration’ link below to let them know you’re 
coming and the 'Zoom' link on the evening of the event.
Tuesday 20 April – 6.30-7.30pm
Registration link - https://forms.gle/mAbgxFcjif6oobF78
Zoom link - https://zoom.us/j/93443057696
Wednesday 19 May – 7.00-8.00pm
Registration link - https://forms.gle/mAbgxFcjif6oobF78
Zoom link - https://zoom.us/j/92816481930

Free Kooth parent sessions

"If you want your children to be 
intelligent, read them fairy tales. 
If you want them to be more 
intelligent, read them more fairy 
tales." (Albert Einstein)

Whilst we haven't changed 
the school curriculum to be 

100% focused on fairy tales this 
week, it has been the ‘Drop it and 
read’ week for pupils in Years 7-9. 

This special week occurs once a term 
during which students are given 20 
minutes in their first and last lessons 
to sit and read. This dedicated time 
has given some students the chance 
to sit and read even more than usual, others have 
enjoyed the distraction a book provides, while many have 
simply discovered that there is much more enjoyment in 
books than they may have thought. This week not only 
helps with students' overall literacy but also hopefully 
encourages and grows students' love of reading.

Drop it and read week

Well done to student Charlie Knap in Year 7 who 
shared a video he made during the first lockdown 

and also wrote a fossil quiz for his tutor group's 
citizenship lesson during the recent lockdown. Charlie's 
genuine interest for nature and fossils really came across 
and students enjoyed watching his video and completing 
the quiz.
To watch Charlie's video, please 
click here https://clickv.ie/w/
N9Bp

Charlie's talk
Many thanks to Fay 

Prater and Neil 
Mesher from Philips in 
Guildford who recently 
donated a HP Designjet 
T1100ps printer to St 
Bede's School. We are 
very grateful and we 
are sure it will come in 
useful.

Thank you

The Community Fund for Reigate and Banstead (R&B)
has granted a total of over £53,000 to local charities 

over the two years since its inception. This is our own 
‘local fund’ which relies upon philanthropic donations 
from local individuals and companies, including several 
large businesses, in order to donate grants to charities 
operating in a range of areas to address key local needs, 
specifically in R&B. The past twelve months have been 
extremely active for The Fund, responding to the many 
urgent needs of local charities to help them address 
the fallout from the Coronavirus pandemic. Since May 
2020, The Fund has benefited from being the chosen 
charity of the Mayor of R&B and is also supported by 
local MP, Crispin Blunt and by R&B Borough Council. 
During her mayoral year, all charitable funds that the 

Mayor and her team raise will go into The Community 
Fund for R&B. Not only has this helped raise the profile 
of the Fund, but it has also seen contributions from this 
source, including through the Mayor’s ‘Just Giving’ page, 
of several thousand pounds. Information about the Fund 
can be found at https://www.cfsurrey.org.uk/fund/rbf/ 
which contains a ‘donations’ link so that any member of 
the public can easily donate however much they wish 
towards the Fund.
Reigate and Banstead Borough Council has kindly offered 
to ‘match-fund’ all donations received into the Fund 
between now and March 31 to a total of £6,000. This 
means that any donations received into the Fund, up 
to that amount, during that period, will be effectively 
doubled.

The Community Fund for Reigate & Banstead

https://vimeo.com/318713056/3b5ea08a52
https://forms.gle/mAbgxFcjif6oobF78
https://zoom.us/j/93443057696
https://forms.gle/mAbgxFcjif6oobF78
https://zoom.us/j/92816481930
https://clickv.ie/w/N9Bp
https://clickv.ie/w/N9Bp
https://www.cfsurrey.org.uk/fund/rbf/

