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Headlines 
Throughout this week I have 

dropped into lessons and I 
have been very impressed with 
the attitude and effort shown by 
our students. They are working 
incredibly hard and I have been 

equally impressed with the high 
quality teaching taking place in 

classrooms.  It has been great to see practical 
lessons including GCSE food resume. I have also been 
delighted to award so many students with letters 
and vouchers for their hard work and acquisition of 
so many merits this term. Well done to all of those 
students.
Today St Bede’s finishes the spring term with our 
annual year group Easter services.  Easter is a very 
significant time for our school and is the foundation 
of St Bede's Christian faith. We remember the 
importance and meaning behind the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, the Son of God.
Easter enables all of us within the St Bede’s community 
to remind ourselves of our Christian Mission 
Statement and our school values.  We strive to provide 
‘Christian education at its Best’ embracing the values 
of Belonging, Education, Determination, Excellence 
and Service (BEDES). The ethos of St Bede's is a shared 
Christian faith which values and celebrates our unique 
identity.  We celebrate and explore the different 
Christian traditions that make up our school as well as 
gain a better understanding of our own denomination.  

We seek to explore our faith within an inclusive 
community which works hard to appreciate 
everyone, without ever losing sight of our common 
faith in Christ. We look to live out the Gospel values 
of charity, love, forgiveness, humility and prayer. 
We believe “Nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 
1:37) and our embodiment of this is supported by all 
members of the St Bede’s community.  
I would like to take this opportunity to wish every St 
Bede’s family a very Happy Easter. Once again thank 
you for all your encouragement and support that you 
have shown the school this term and especially in 
recent weeks.
God bless.

Mr A Powell

Safeguarding statement
In response to recent media reports, we would like 
to reassure parents/carers that any situation that 
comes to the attention of the safeguarding team 
regarding sexualised behaviour is dealt with by our 
staff and external agencies, including the police, who 
are notified and engaged with as appropriate. If you 
or your child have any concerns at all relating to the 
welfare or safeguarding of a student at school, please 
do contact your child's head of year or a member of 
the safeguarding team. 

Mr A Powell, Headteacher 
Mrs A Adams, Designated Safeguarding Lead

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental feedback
"I’d like to take the opportunity to say how impressed I am with all the measures the staff at St Bede’s are 
taking with regards to dealing with Covid on a day to day basis. I cannot imagine the logistical nightmare that 
it all entails for everyone involved, all I can say is well done!" (Year 10 parent)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

After school PE clubs are back
It has been a welcome sight seeing students attending 

the after school PE clubs offering badminton, netball/
basketball and football which began on Monday 18 
March. With each year group having shown a keen 
interest including around 140 Year 7s to 40 Year 11s.

Thanks go to our PE staff who have enthusiastically 
supervised and encouraged the students every day. PE 
clubs will resume on Monday 26 April.
As more clubs become available, we will notify students 
and parents.



Garden of Gethsemane
In the chapel we have created our own Garden 

of Gethsemane with a path leading to the cross 
interspersed with candles. This peaceful and tranquil 
setting is a reminder of how Jesus in his time of trial 
prayed to God the Father. As we journey through 
Holy Week students have been invited to write 
prayers/thoughts on a stone. They have placed them 
on the lit path reminding us that Christ hears us and lights the way ahead as we 
celebrate Easter resurrection.

Diary
Dates to note
2 - 16 April
Easter holidays
Monday 19 April
Summer term begins
Monday 26 April
After school PE clubs resume
Thursday 29 April
Mufti day for Y8 chosen charity
Friday 30 April
Parent newsletter (issue 11)
Monday 3 May
Bank holiday
Friday 7 May
Y13 leavers service (TBC)
31 May - 4 June
Half term break
Year group assessment dates 
and information will be 
communicated via Insight. 
Please always check your 
messages are not going into 
your spam. Thank you.
_______________________

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns: 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you feel a child is imminent 
danger, please call 999.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to www.st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk/1155/support-and-
safeguarding

Library
Every year CILIP awards two major prizes for 

books for children and young people and this 
year’s shortlists of books nominated for the Carnegie Medal for writing and the 
Kate Greenaway medal for illustration have now been published. In previous 
years, we have followed the process at St Bede’s with a 'shadowing' group of 
keen readers who read the books and we have met for some lively discussions 
in the library. This year things are a bit different but we’re excited - we are 
running an online reading group and would like to encourage as many students 
as possible to take part, reading the books and joining in the debate as to which 
are their favourites. 
All students* are welcome - interested students should email school.library@
saintbedes.net for further details and access to the Google Classroom group. All 
the shortlisted books will be available to borrow from the school library (subject 
to availability) or are widely available locally. 
*Please note: a few of the books may not be considered suitable for younger 
readers; the librarians will advise students on appropriate choices.  

Please remember that the 
Governors' fund is available 
to donate on an ad-hoc basis 
through online payments. The 
school is supported heavily 
by the Governors' fund which 
provides facilities for the 
students that the limited 
school budget would struggle 
to cover. Any amount you can 
afford would be gratefully 
received. Thank you for your 
support.

Governors' fund

Parents of students leaving St Bede’s School 
at the end of this academic year are 

reminded that money on canteen accounts is 
run down to a nil balance. No refunds will be 
made of any unspent balances. Please monitor 
your child's canteen account to ensure that 
they have utilised their available credit. Thank 
you.

Students' Scopay canteen accounts

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Parent-Donation-Form-Standing-Order-Instruction-Website-20160126-final.pdf?ts=1453815984020
https://www.scopay.com/surreystbedes/?redirect=true
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-and-kate-greenaway-medals-2021-shortlists-announced/


Senior students at St Bede's have 
much to celebrate after completing 

their scaled down version of RAG Week 
this year. Thanks to the generosity of 
parents and families, a fantastic £6,303.24 

(£7,111.12 with Gift Aid) was raised. Students did 
everything they could to raise money with the limited 
time to organise events/activities while observing the 
many restrictions involved. Well done to Sam Luard, 
Calum Jordan and Christian Komba who raised £1,200 by 
walking the Surrey Hills from 9pm to 9am.
The winner of the snapshot photography competition was 

Esme Cowan with her image 
'Vibrant Life'. Amelia O'Leary's 
Dachshund won the Pet Dress 
Up competition. The 'Bake Off' 
winners were Annie Pemble's 
Tiny Treats and Lizzie Fenton's 
Fruity Desserts.

Thank you to everyone who 
donated to, sponsored or 
supported our students for 
RAG Week 2021.

RAG Week update

Easter music project

Our Year 11 students were, 
like every cohort before 

them, excited to receive 
their hoodies to mark this 
milestone in their last year 
together as a whole year 
group in the main school, 
which for most began in 
2016. Miss Woollard, their head of year, who was looking 
forward to giving the hoodies to them, was unable to 

be here as she is away 
on maternity leave. Year 
11 students have had a 
difficult year so it was 
rewarding to give them 
something nice and to 
see them wearing their 
hoodies with pride.
Please ensure students are wearing proper school shirts 
(and ties for boys) underneath their hoody - thank you.

Year 11 Hoodies

We invited KS4 and KS5 students to take part in a 
collaborative music project in preparation for our 

Easter Service. In normal times, we would enjoy students 
leading us in worship as part of our Easter Service but at 
the moment with Covid restrictions these things can't 
be done live and the students have missed out on the 
joy of performing together. So we asked our students to 
take part in a 'lockdown video'. All we gave them was a 
click track and some sheet music and without any further 
help they mastered the music and recorded themselves 
playing/singing over February half term. They each did 
a brilliant job and since then, our skilled Performance 
Technicians, Andy Nye and Tom Dryer, have mixed sound 

and video 
tracks 
together. 
We are very 
grateful for 
their work 
in producing 
this final 
video for us 
all to enjoy 
during our Easter Service. We hope that you enjoy it too!
To watch the video, please click here.

Thank you to everyone who has been home testing; 
it is vital to keep doing so throughout the Easter 

holidays and into the summer term. Students have 
received their second set of testing kits.
• Please continue to test twice a week (3-5 days apart) 

at home including during the Easter holidays.
• Report results (positive, negative or void) online both 

to NHS and Test Register. 
• Continue to follow the hands, face, space guidance. 
• Students who have a positive LFD test result, 

and their household members, must self-isolate 
immediately in line with NHS Test and Trace 
guidance. A confirmatory PCR test should be booked 
immediately either online or by calling 119 and 

should be undertaken within two days. If the PCR 
test result is positive, close contacts will also need to 
self isolate.

• If the PCR test is negative the student and their close 
contacts can end their self-isolation.

• Please self-test before returning to school for the 
summer term, either the night before, or morning of, 
the first day back.

• If you do not want to receive further tests, please 
email info@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk. You will be 
removed from the system and no longer receive 
test reminders. Please return unopened test kits to 
school.

Testing at home throughout the Easter holidays

https://clickv.ie/w/I8Lp
https://clickv.ie/w/I8Lp


St Bede’s is a member of the i2i Teaching Partnership, 
which includes teacher training hubs in Reigate 

and Farnham. Each year we host a number of trainee 
teachers, allowing them to complete the practical side of 
their training in an outstanding school.
i2i will soon be running a series of online webinars 
aimed at providing anyone thinking about teaching as a 
career with a means to explore the profession ‘virtually’. 
The webinars are intended for undergraduates, recent 
graduates and career changers and will provide 
information on how to become a secondary school 
teacher, the qualifications needed, how to gain school 

experience, funding options and how to apply. You will 
also have the opportunity to ask questions to a panel of 
teaching and recruitment professionals.
Webinars commence on Wednesday 21 April and 
will be run by current teachers and teacher training 
professionals. Each seminar will last 30-45 minutes 
and provide the opportunity for participants to ask 
questions to the panel. For further information and to 
book your place please visit the i2i 
website events page at https://www.
i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-
events

Next term 'Partnership with Parents' will be sharing 
links with parents/carers to a series of webinars 

from an online organisation Let's Talk about Mental 
Health (LTAMH). The weekly webinars will feature one-
to-one interviews and audience Q&As with experts, 
ambassadors, therapists and psychologists, with the 
aim of empowering parents to recognise some of the 
issues they may be dealing with and to learn how to 

offer support to their young people. LTAMH will also 
give parents access to alternative routes for help. More   
details to follow after the Easter holidays.
Also, please find here a for a link to an 
Online safety at home newsletter. This 
has been written in collaboration with 
Thinkuknow and you will find a range 
of helpful advice and links to explore. 

Wellbeing and online safety

This week deputy heads of year met 
with their Pupil Voice reps who 

are all really excited about the news 
given by Mr Powell of the updates 
being made to facilities including 
food cubes, upgrading and increasing 
outdoor seating areas as well as long 
jump pits for PE. IT upgrades are being made to wireless 
connectivity, MacBooks in music and desktops in student 
support areas.
Students have been keen to tackle discrimination in 
any form by informing and educating on the origins 
and impacts of racial, sexual and gender discrimination. 

Although it is not a regular occurrence at St Bede’s we 
still strive to eliminate it completely. There has been 
much raised about addressing hurtful language too. 
Representatives of the Pupil Voice will be working 
together to create video presentations encouraging their 
year group to show respect, tolerance and friendship 
bringing people together and celebrating individual 
differences and identity.
We all have so many experiences in common but seen 
through our own lens. The Pupil Voice is keen for fairness, 
equality and justice to be embedded in education and not 
just an annual profile raiser. We are confident that our 
students on the Pupil Voice can achieve this.

Pupil voice

Would you like to train as a teacher

The school expects all students to attend school all 
of the time. When this is not possible (for example, 

due to illness), we do require parents/carers to inform 
the school on every day of absence and provide medical 
evidence such as a doctor's appointment card/letter, 
or copy of any prescriptions. The school is only ever 
allowed to authorise absence in advance for 'exceptional 
circumstances', and parents/carers must complete an 
'Application for leave of absence' form at least two weeks 
in advance of the requested absence; this form can be 
found on the school website www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk 
/177/attendance. In line with current COVID-19 legislation 
there are some circumstances where students cannot 
attend school due to coronavirus (COVID-19) and these 
are detailed in this attendance document. We would 
like to remind you that a penalty notice will be issued 
to parents/carers where a child is taken out of school, 
during term time, for five days or more without the 
authority of the member of SLT in charge of attendance. 

Each parent/carer is liable to receive a penalty notice 
for each child from the Local Authority. Currently, the 
amount payable on issue of a Penalty Notice is £60 per 
parent/ carer per child if paid within 21 days of receipt of 
the notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 
28 days. If the Penalty Notice is not paid within 28 days, 
the Local Authority must consider a prosecution against 
the parent/carer for failing to ensure regular school 
attendance under Section 444 Education Act 1996. 
Please note that penalty notices are issued per parent/
carer per child so a family of two parents/carers and two 
children will receive four penalty notices.
The government classifies any student whose attendance 
(both authorised and unauthorised) drops below 90% 
as 'persistently absent'. Please check your child's Insight 
account to monitor their attendance. Please refer to the 
full Attendance policy for further details, which can be 
found on the school website.

Attendance

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Over the last 12 months our young people have spent more time than ever online doing their school work, playing games or socialising. Technology is hugely valuable for education, as well as a way to keep in touch with friends and family. However it is important we all consider how we can help keep young people safer online during this time and in the future. Please find here the latest advice and information about what your child may enjoy online and what you can do to help keep them safer. We wish you all a very happy Easter. 

Amanda Adams and Abbie Eland 
Designated Safeguarding Leads 

Social Media 
Remember, most social media services require users to be at least 13 years of age before 
they can register.   
Year 7 parents may be 
wondering when is the best age to allow your child to have a social media account, or have some concerns if they are 
already using them. For advice and guidance,  read Is your child ready for social media?   

Most young people have 
positive experiences socialising online, but it can be easy for young people to share things or post things they wish they 
hadn’t.  
The simplest way to have 
information about your child removed from a website, or app is to contact the site itself. Read reporting to social media sites for more information 

Social media can offer young people opportunities to 
express themselves and have fun, but they could be exposed to harmful content which 
might include sexual images or videos which could impact on their understanding of sex and relationships.  
For information, read Teens and the sexual content on 
social media.    
 

Online safety at home 

Have an ongoing conversation: Continue to talk about the apps, games and sites they like to use, and what they like and don’t like and any concerns about being online. Discuss with them when to unfollow, block or report. For help starting this conversation, read having a conversation with your child.  Talk about how their online actions can affect others: If your child is engaging with peers online, remind them to consider how someone else might feel before they post or share something. If they are considering sharing a photo/video of somebody else, they should always ask permission first.                                                          Be non-judgemental: Explain that you would never blame them for anything that might happen online, and you will always give them calm, loving support. 
Make sure they know where to go for support: Remind your child they can always speak to you or an adult they trust if anything happens online that makes them feel worried or upset. For a breakdown of report services, visit: Supporting your child with reporting unwanted content online 
Make sure they know about NCA CEOP: Young people can report a concern about grooming or sexual abuse to NCA CEOP at https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ and get support from a specialist Child Protection Advisor. 

Steps you can take to help keep your child safer online 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Over the last 12 months our young people have spent more time than ever online doing their school work, 
playing games or socialising. Technology is hugely valuable for education, as well as a way to keep in touch 
with friends and family. However it is important we all consider how we can help keep young people safer 
online during this time and in the future. Please find here the latest advice and information about what your 
child may enjoy online and what you can do to help keep them safer. 
We wish you all a very happy Easter. 
Amanda Adams and Abbie Eland 
Designated Safeguarding Leads 

Social Media 
Remember, most social media 
services require users to be at 
least 13 years of age before 
they can register.   
Year 7 parents may be 
wondering when is the best age 
to allow your child to have a 
social media account, or have 
some concerns if they are 
already using them. For advice 
and guidance,  read Is your child 
ready for social media?   

Most young people have 
positive experiences socialising 
online, but it can be easy for 
young people to share things or 
post things they wish they 
hadn’t.  
The simplest way to have 
information about your child 
removed from a website, or 
app is to contact the site itself. 
Read reporting to social media 
sites for more information 

Social media can offer young 
people opportunities to 
express themselves and have 
fun, but they could be exposed 
to harmful content which 
might include sexual images or 
videos which could impact on 
their understanding of sex and 
relationships.  
For information, read Teens 
and the sexual content on 
social media.    
 

Online safety at home 

Have an ongoing conversation: Continue to talk about the apps, games and sites they like to use, and 
what they like and don’t like and any concerns about being online. Discuss with them when to unfollow, 
block or report. For help starting this conversation, read having a conversation with your child.  

Talk about how their online actions can affect others: If your child is engaging with peers online, remind 
them to consider how someone else might feel before they post or share something. If they are 
considering sharing a photo/video of somebody else, they should always ask permission first.                                                          

Be non-judgemental: Explain that you would never blame them for anything that might happen online, 
and you will always give them calm, loving support. 

Make sure they know where to go for support: Remind your child they can always speak to you or an 
adult they trust if anything happens online that makes them feel worried or upset. For a breakdown of 
report services, visit: Supporting your child with reporting unwanted content online 

Make sure they know about NCA CEOP: Young people can report a concern about grooming or sexual 
abuse to NCA CEOP at https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ and get support from a specialist Child 
Protection Advisor. 

Steps you can take to help keep your child safer online 
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