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Headlines 
Over the last week or so I have been 

fortunate enough to meet with a 
wide range of students. Last Thursday 
and Friday I met with numerous Year 11 
 students and their parents/carers to 
discuss their options for September.  

It is clear that Year 11 are focused, 
hardworking and making the most of the 

lunchtime and after school intervention sessions on offer 
to them.  
It was great to hear students speak so confidently and 
eloquently about their experiences in school as well 
as their aspirations for September and beyond. It was 
also lovely to hear their comments regarding their Year 
11 teachers and comments included "My teachers are 
amazing. I couldn't ask more from them" and “I am really 
lucky with my teachers. They all work really hard for me." 
Throughout this half term I am carrying out lesson drop-
ins of the maths department. In the last week, I have been 
able to drop in to Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 maths lessons and it 
is evident that there is a clear approach to developing key 
skills and knowledge throughout key stage 3 and 4. The 
maths department is working hard to create independent 
learners, providing stretch and challenge as well as making 
maths fun. I was particularly impressed with how Mr Edo 
was able to incorporate singing into his teaching! 
Wishing you all a good weekend.
God bless.

Adam Powell 
Headteacher

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

On Tuesday 1 March, students who are part of the St 
Vincent de Paul (SVP) Society held a fundraising event 

in the chapel to buy food for the foodbanks in Caterham 
and Redhill. We sold doughnuts, lemonade and popcorn to 
KS3 pupils. It was a great turnout and we completely sold 
out of doughnuts! A number of dedicated sixth formers, 
Year 10 and 11 students helped with this event; we 
couldn't have done it without them. Thank you all for your 
contributions.
SVP is part of an international Christian voluntary network 
which provides a variety of support and services to 
help improve the lives of people in need across England 
and Wales and abroad. Their work includes community 
projects, social justice and overseas aid and they are 
currently also fundraising to support the Ukrainian people.
To find out more about the work that they undertake, 
please visit https://www.svp.org.uk/

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

St Vincent de Paul Society

Parental feedback
" Thank you for this [MFL e-postcard]! I am very 
impressed with the efforts by teachers and staff to 
communicate these confidence building messages to 
the students. Positive reinforcement makes all the 
difference. Many thanks from an appreciative mother!"

(Year 7 Parent)

ParentNewsletter

https://www.svp.org.uk/


Senior students have been working hard to arrange some events 
for RAG Week this year.  The team have had some interesting 

challenges to work around including the split lunch breaks. 
Nevertheless, they have not been deterred and have persevered 
with the sole aim of raising the much needed funds for their 
three chosen charities – Cancer Research, Alzheimer's Society 
and Bakiga Community Project in Uganda. Congratulations to Mia 
Donachie in Year 13 who won the logo competition this year.
RAG Week will launch with the RAG Fayre on Friday 11 March during both Key Stage 3 and 
4/5 lunchtimes. Students will need to bring money (preferably coins) to purchase cakes, 
milkshakes, sweets, doughnuts, pizza and more in the hall and canteen covered area!
Spaces at lunchtime events are limited and tickets (£1.00) must be purchased from the 
school shop during next week (10.45am–2.15pm Monday-Friday); without tickets, students 
will not be able to attend the events, which include:
Monday 14 March - Bede's Got Talent - KS3 Tuesday 15 March - Culture Catwalk - KS4
Wednesday 16 March - The Chase - KS4 Thursday 17 March - Lip Sync Battle - KS3
Friday 18 March - Sixth Form Showcase - KS4
Sixth form students will be arranging sponsored events independently and will be dressing 
up in daily themes: Monday - Pyjamas, Tuesday - First letter of name, Wednesday - British 
icons, Thursday - Throwback Thursday and Friday is a whole school dress up day when all 
students are invited to take part. Students will be told themes by their head of year.
If you would like to support RAG Week this year, please donate online via Scopay. 

RAG Week 2022 is coming - 14-18 March

Given the current situation in Ukraine we are fielding a number of questions and comments 
from students. We realise that some may have relatives or friends directly affected by 
this situation, so for them it is even more upsetting. Teachers have been provided with 
resources about the current situation in Ukraine, it is an impartial source of information 
giving some historical background, alongside guidance about how to manage conversations
about this ongoing issue (click here). Tutors will go through this either during form time or 
citizenship. We have a number of support systems in place within school that all students 
can access - tutors, HOYs, chaplains, etc. If your family is affected and your child needs 
support, please do not hesitate to contact their tutor or head of year in the first instance. 
This BBC link provides good advice if you are upset by the news - BBC Newsround.

Situation in Ukraine - support for students

Diary
Dates to note
Wednesday 9 March
Governors Faith and Life 
  committee meeting
Friday 11 March
Deadline for Y7, Y8, Y11 & Y13 
  photo orders
RAG Fayre - lunchtime
Monday 14 March
KS3 Drop it and read week
RAG Week
Friday 18 March
Parent Newsletter (issue 11)
RAG Ball
Tuesday 22 March
Friends of St Bede's meeting 
- EVERYONE WELCOME
Thursday 24 March
Y12 Parents' evening
KS5 Spanish theatre trip
Friday 25 March
Y13 action report published
Wednesday 30 March
Full Governors meeting
Friday 1 April 
End of term

For the full school calendar, 
please go to School calendar

For sports fixtures, please see 
the sports calendar

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns 
(during school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that school 
staff are unavailable to respond 
to emails during those times. 
Therefore, for support please 
find contact information for 
Surrey Children's Services at the 
bottom of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to www.st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk/1155/support-and-
safeguarding

Congratulations to Year 8 and 9 students Lyla 
Speke, Jasmine Gould, Zita Katona, Hattie Thynne, 

Leigh Steadman, Ruby Porter, Florence Carter, 
Grace Elshaw, Alice Moore and Charlotte Pelekani 
(all pictured right with the rest of the team), who 
attended the Reigate & Banstead Sports Awards at 
the Harlequin in Redhill on Monday 21 February, 
where their football team - South Park U14’s Girls FC 
won the Junior Team of the Year Award. Well done everyone!

South Park Awards

Yubo is a popular chat and live-streaming app that has over 4.7 
million users in the UK alone. It gives young people the opportunity 

to meet other people through interest-based groups and live-streams. 
Like all social media, there are many positives if young people keep 
themselves safe, but Yubo has also been referred to as 'Tinder for Teens'. 
Please go to ParentZone to find out more or have a look at the poster.

Safeguarding e-safety

Photo taken by the official photographer for R&BBC

What is Yubo?

Yubo is a chat and live-streaming app that gives young 
people the opportunity to meet other people through 
interest-based groups and live-streams. 

Users swipe “left” or “right” on people’s profile 
pictures. If both parties say “yes”, they are matched and 
can message. In a live-stream, users can send friend 
requests directly. 

Yubo has an 18+ community and a 13-17s community. 
Those registered as 18+ cannot message users in the 
younger section and vice versa. 

To sign up, users provide their name, phone number, 
date of birth, location and a photo of their face. If 
your child is under 17, they will need your permission to 
sign up. 

To verify an account, your child can upload a picture of 
their face holding an ID card next to it, or use the digital 
ID app Yoti. 

Be aware that although rated 13+ in general, the App 
store rates Yubo as 17+.

What are the risks? 

A recent investigation revealed numerous chats with 
racist and homophobic titles and live-streams 
containing instances of sexual harassment and the 
promotion of drug-use. 

Comments on live-streams are moderated and users 
can be removed from a stream if they harass others. 
However, they are able to rejoin the same stream after a 
few minutes.

If Yubo’s algorithm detects inappropriate content in 
a live-stream, they will briefly disable it. After a short 
time period has passed, the live-stream will resume. 

Anyone - even someone your child is not friends with – 
can join and record a live-stream. Make sure your child 
is aware of the risks involved in this. 

There is no option for a private account. 

What safety settings are there?

Go to ‘settings’ in ‘profile’ and select ‘manage Swipe’, 
to manage Swipe preferences based on age, gender 
and location. Remember that your child could easily 
change these settings.

You can disable geolocation by setting ‘use my location’ 
to ‘off’ when you first sign up. You can also turn off 
your microphone and camera. 

You can block a user by going to their profile and 
clicking on ‘block’. You can report a user by going to the 
Yubo Safety Centre or their profile. 

What else should I do?

Yubo can be a fun space for young people to make 
friends around the world with similar interests. 

Remind your child not to share any personal 
information and make sure they fully understand the 
safety features. 

As always, encourage them to come to you if they have 
a bad experience or see something upsetting.

Yubo: 
updated
Parent Guide

Everything you need 
to know about the 
live-streaming social 
media platform
Age Rating: 13+ 

Click
here for a 

larger 
version

https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/How-to-talk-about-Ukraine-with-children-Save-the-Children.pdf?ts=1646388206506
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002
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https://0e58658be539ee7325a0-220f04f871df648cf4a4d93a111e3366.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/stbedes/uploads/document/Yubo.pdf?ts=1646322532269


Next week is National Careers Week when we aim to 
provide a focus for careers guidance activity at an 

important stage in the academic calendar for students 
deciding on next steps, from students looking at what GCSE 
options to choose in Year 9 to school and sixth form leavers. 
We will be supporting this initiative in school next week, 
but here are a few things that students and parents/carers 
can take part in from home.

Virtual Careers Fair 2022
The Virtual Careers Fair will go live on Monday 7 March 
and will be available for all students to access throughout 
the week. With over 100 exhibitors in a number of virtual 
rooms, you can click on a company logo and access a raft of 
careers information, including videos and podcasts relating 
to that organisation. We would encourage students to 
access this from home by visiting www.ncw2022.co.uk. 

Parents and Carers Webinar
Join a live discussion aimed at parents and 
carers with industry experts discussing 
what employers are looking for when 
recruiting in the current climate. This live 
event takes place on Wednesday 9 March 
at 6.00pm. Sign up by going to www.
eventbrite.com/e/hello-future-22-hello-
parents-carers-tickets-255997012957.

The High Performance Podcast 
2022 for Year 10 upwards
Partnering with National Careers Week 
for #NCW2022, The High Performance 
Podcast offers an intimate glimpse 
into the lives of high-achieving, 
successful individuals from many 
different industries, hosted by sports 
broadcaster Jake Humphrey and leading 
organisational psychologist Professor Damian Hughes. To 
listen, visit www.thehighperformancepodcast.com.

Next Steps Student Fair for sixth form students
Via the Unifrog Platform, our sixth form students will have 
the opportunity to hear from employers, universities, 
apprenticeship providers and careers experts in live 
sessions and drop by their virtual booths to chat with them 
directly! All details of how to login will be in the Higher 

Education and Careers Bulletin.
If you require any further information 
about National Careers Week 2022, please 
visit nationalcareersweek.com/ or email 
our Careers Officer, Mrs Twigg on school.
careers@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.

National Careers Week – 7-12 March 2022

We have a new service in school, MHST, which is aimed 
at supporting students experiencing issues like low 

mood, worries, stress, anxiety, sleep problems. MHST is 
rooted in the NHS Mindworks Surrey provision as well as 
linked to CAMHS (Children and Adolescent Mental Health 
Service). Please find attached a poster that introduces the 
NHS practitioners involved with MHST at St Bede's. On the 
poster you will also find a link (QR code and click link) to 
a short 5 minute survey which we would like to invite all 
parents to complete (not just parents of those students 

who may require their support). 
We have also shared a survey with all 
staff at St Bede's today and we will 
be sharing a similar survey with all 
students (via Insight) on Monday. We 
hope that you and your child(ren) 
will complete the relevant survey in 
order to help St Bede's support the 
mental health and wellbeing of our 
students. Thank you for your time.

Mental Health Support Team (MHST)  Meet The Mental
Health Support

Team

Michael Fern

MHST Clinical Lead

Dave Damon

Educational Psychologist

Justine Neumann

Trainee EMHP

Shannon Smith-Whelan

Trainee EMHP

Michael Gennery

Trainee EMHP

Frankie Deane

Trainee EMHP

Vicky Graham

MHST Senior Clinician

 

We are setting up a new service in St Bede's School to support the
students mental health and wellbeing

We would like to hear from the staff!  Your voice will

help us develop how to offer this! Just fill in a quick

survey, by either clicking here or scanning the QR code. 

We aim to support young people with
low mood, worry, stresses, or other

feelings they may be experiencing. We
can also work directly with parents,
carers, and teachers to support with

these difficulties.

Click
here for a 

larger 
version

We make regular pleas to parents/carers to be more 
considerate when driving near the school and often 

receive messages from our local neighbours expressing 
concerns about dangerous driving and the parking outside 
school at either end of the school day. We are working 
with Surrey County Council to try and find a solution to 
the issues which keep arising. However, this most recent 
message from a Carlton Road resident expresses the issues 
quite clearly.
"I am a resident who lives at the bottom of Carlton Road 
and unfortunately have to drive through Carlton Road 
during school drop off time in the mornings. I appreciate 
this is going to cause a reasonable level of increased 
congestion, but the driving standards and behaviours of 
some drivers who are dropping off students to the school is 
completely unacceptable.

It is a normal occurrence that the entire bend close to 
the school gates is grid locked due to the selfish acts of 
parents/guardians inexplicably stopping, with no indication 
or attempt to even pull their car to the side of the road. 
Today we even had people doing 3-point turns using the 
school gates lay by, a completely impractical manoeuvre 
considering the space and congestion.
It creates a completely chaotic scene and a somewhat 
dangerous one with so many pedestrians also about. Carlton 
Road provides ample space and length for drop offs, but 
the quite bizarre obsession of dropping off students directly 
outside the gates seems to be the route cause of the issues. 
Can an attempt please be made to discourage this sort 
of driving and simply spread the congestion further along 
Carlton Road, which does provide more than enough options 
- options that aren’t on a bend, aren’t on double yellows or 
yellow zig zags."

Driving outside school

Photo taken by the official photographer for R&BBC

What is Yubo?

Yubo is a chat and live-streaming app that gives young 
people the opportunity to meet other people through 
interest-based groups and live-streams. 

Users swipe “left” or “right” on people’s profile 
pictures. If both parties say “yes”, they are matched and 
can message. In a live-stream, users can send friend 
requests directly. 

Yubo has an 18+ community and a 13-17s community. 
Those registered as 18+ cannot message users in the 
younger section and vice versa. 

To sign up, users provide their name, phone number, 
date of birth, location and a photo of their face. If 
your child is under 17, they will need your permission to 
sign up. 

To verify an account, your child can upload a picture of 
their face holding an ID card next to it, or use the digital 
ID app Yoti. 

Be aware that although rated 13+ in general, the App 
store rates Yubo as 17+.

What are the risks? 

A recent investigation revealed numerous chats with 
racist and homophobic titles and live-streams 
containing instances of sexual harassment and the 
promotion of drug-use. 

Comments on live-streams are moderated and users 
can be removed from a stream if they harass others. 
However, they are able to rejoin the same stream after a 
few minutes.

If Yubo’s algorithm detects inappropriate content in 
a live-stream, they will briefly disable it. After a short 
time period has passed, the live-stream will resume. 

Anyone - even someone your child is not friends with – 
can join and record a live-stream. Make sure your child 
is aware of the risks involved in this. 

There is no option for a private account. 

What safety settings are there?

Go to ‘settings’ in ‘profile’ and select ‘manage Swipe’, 
to manage Swipe preferences based on age, gender 
and location. Remember that your child could easily 
change these settings.

You can disable geolocation by setting ‘use my location’ 
to ‘off’ when you first sign up. You can also turn off 
your microphone and camera. 

You can block a user by going to their profile and 
clicking on ‘block’. You can report a user by going to the 
Yubo Safety Centre or their profile. 

What else should I do?

Yubo can be a fun space for young people to make 
friends around the world with similar interests. 

Remind your child not to share any personal 
information and make sure they fully understand the 
safety features. 

As always, encourage them to come to you if they have 
a bad experience or see something upsetting.

Yubo: 
updated
Parent Guide

Everything you need 
to know about the 
live-streaming social 
media platform
Age Rating: 13+ 
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Well done to Rachel Ellis who has 
already raised £258 for charity by 

chopping off 40cm 
of her hair, which she 
donated to the Little 
Princess Trust. The 

Trust provides real hair wigs, free of 
charge, to children and young people 
who have lost their hair due to cancer 
treatments. If you would like to support the Little Princess 
Trust by donating to Rachel's Go Fund Me page - click here. 

40cm hair cut for charity

With official 
exam season 

in sight for the 
first time in three 
years, revision 
sessions are in full 
swing. Teachers are 
always looking for 
new ways to keep 
students engaged and help them to remember subject 
content. History teacher, Miss Chaudhry has found such 
a way for Year 11s with a GCSE History Escape Room! The 
first revision session was on Monday 28 February focussing 
on Medieval and Renaissance Medicine and there was a 
great turnout. 
Students were engaged throughout the first session and 
there was a real 'buzz' in the room. With a few "This is so 
fun!" remarks, students seemed to find the session really 

helpful for recalling 
knowledge that they 
had learnt in Year 10. 
With a plan for 
continued revision 
on a new GCSE topic 
each week - and the 
prospect of a sweet 
treat if they 'escape' 
the room - hopefully there will be another great turn out 
from Year 11 next week.
Students are informed of revision sessions via Google 
Classroom and in lessons by their teachers.
7 GCSE/A level revision techniques - https://thinkstudent.
co.uk/revision-techniques-for-gcse-and-a-level/
Revision tips from CGP - https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/
exams-or-demon-fighting/essential-revision-tips

Revision sessions

Huge congratulation to Will 
Parker who was selected 

to play for the Harlequins U16 
PDG.
This is a fantastic opportunity 
for Will, who has upcoming 
fixtures against the likes of 
Bath, Bristol and Worcester. 
Well done and good luck!

Rugby success

Since 2005 the LGBT+ History Month has been celebrated 
annually in the UK during the month of February. The 

main aims are to promote equality and diversity, and raise 
awareness to combat all forms of prejudice. 
This year the theme was around LGBTQ+ people who have 
made an impact on the world around us, either through 
their activism or achievements in politics, the arts or 
science.
We really appreciate the sixth form students who produced 
our slides about prominent LGBTQ+ people for us to share 
with all tutor groups, covering information on their lives and 
achievements. Some of the people included were:
• Alan Turing - the computer 

scientist, mathematician and 
cryptologist who helped decipher 
German coded messages in World 
War II. 

• Mark Ashton - who with a friend 
helped raise money and support for miners when they 
were on strike in 1984/5. Ashton also spent his life 

encouraging young 
people to engage in 
politics and was an 
outspoken advocate for 
LGBTQ+ rights.

• Sally Ride - the first female astronaut sent on a mission by 
NASA. In 2001 she set up 
a non-profit organisation 
aimed at inspiring girls 
and young women into 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths.

• Elton John - one of the 
most successful pop 
musicians of all time. In 1992 he set up the Elton John 
AIDS Foundation with the aim of educating communities 
affected by HIV/AIDS.

• Marsha P Johnson - an activist and leading figure in the 
LGBTQ+ community in 60’s America.

LGBT+ History Month 2022

https://www.gofundme.com/f/ba7det-rachels-hair-donation?member=16333285&sharetype=teams&utm_campaign=p_na+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer
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https://thinkstudent.co.uk/revision-techniques-for-gcse-and-a-level/
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/exams-or-demon-fighting/essential-revision-tips
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/exams-or-demon-fighting/essential-revision-tips


At St Bede’s we strive to recognise and promote inclusion 
and to be progressive with our policies and the 

education which we provide to our students.
There has been an increased level of demand for us as a 
leadership team to reflect on the provision for students 
who identify as being part of the LGBTQ+ community. 
These students are very much part of our community too, 
therefore, it is important we continue to review our school 
facilities, our in-school procedures and ensure we are up to 
date with relevant training.
We recognise that some students during their time at 
school will wish to explore their identity and express 
themselves. St Bede’s should be a safe place for them to 
do this. Young people should be able to trust their school, 
teachers, friends and peers with the reassurance that they 
will be accepted and loved for who they are.
Going to the toilet should be a safe, dignified and private 
experience. Single sex toilets can be difficult places to go for 
students who identify differently with their gender. 
Therefore, moving forward we aim to provide toilet 
facilities for all students, including those exploring their 
gender identity now and in the future. From Monday 14 
March, St Bede’s will provide designated ‘student toilets’ 
intended for all students, inclusive of all genders, in two 
locations in the school. 

• The ‘student toilet’ status applies only to the newer 
toilets on the English corridor (opposite room F3) and 
the newer toilets on the maths corridor (opposite room 
S3).

• These toilets are available for all students to use.
• This status does not apply to any other toilets in the 

school except accessible toilets.
• Male and female toilets around the rest of the school 

will remain as male and female toilets. 
• There are no current plans to make a similar provision 

for changing rooms or residential trips.
The toilets we have identified were recently installed and 
have lockable doors which go from the floor to the ceiling. 
Sanitary bins and additional cleaning will be provided in 
each toilet.

“It makes me really happy that we are talking about this 
and making this change” (Year 10 student)

Additional measures will be taken to promote safe and 
respectful use of the toilets, such as:

• We will be installing posters educating all students in 
these areas on menstruation to tackle period stigma.

• Installing additional CCTV cameras on the corridors 
which will monitor students going in and out of the 
handwash area only. 

• Increasing the frequency of cleaning checks on these 
toilets to make sure they are clean.

Pupil Voice representatives 
from the equality 
committees in all years 
from Year 7 and up to senior 
students in the sixth form 
have been consulted, and 
numerous points have been 
discussed prior to the launch 
of the ‘student toilets’.

• All students were in favour of this progressive and 
inclusive step.

• All students understood and accepted the rationale 
behind the toilets being designated as ‘student toilets’.

• Students were consulted on the positioning of the CCTV 
cameras, the wording and signage. 

“I don’t see anything wrong with it, it all makes sense.” 
(Year 11 student)

We will continue to educate students in citizenship, PSHE 
lessons and assemblies and support students through our 
pastoral teams. Work will continue in tackling stigma and 
discriminatory language and ignorance.
Jesus supported people in need, outcasts and those on 
the margins of society and as Christians we try and follow 
his example. Whilst there is a wide range of views within 
Christianity relating to gender, all Christians should be 
encouraged to treat others with respect and dignity. 

"Love one another as I have loved you" (John 13:34)

Students will be 
notified of ‘student 
toilets’ via the student 
bulletin, where 
we will also take 
the opportunity of 
promoting cleanliness 
in all toilets around 
the school, asking 
students to be 
respectful in leaving 
toilets how they would 
wish to find them.

Student toilets

We are sharing information about the next 'Tastelife' 
course; an accredited, free, eight session course 

(beginning 21 April) of weekly two hour group sessions for 
sufferers of eating disorders and their carers or supporters. 
It is run by trained volunteers, many of whom have personal 
experience of eating disorders, in one way or another. The 
course has been running across the UK over recent years 

successfully and is now available in this 
area. The course is educational and 
supportive and encourages a self-help 
approach that works. Click here for 
more information and how to book.

Tastelife - breaking free from eating disorders
is food
ruling
your life?
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8 session course for sufferes of eating disorders, their friends, or those who care for them

teaching, discussion, stories of recovery and tools for life 

Thursday, 30 September 2021
CATERHAM

Sara Windsor/Rebecca Ward

caterham@tastelifeuk.org 
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teaching, discussion, stories of recovery and tools for life 

Thursday, 30 September 2021
CATERHAM

Sara Windsor/Rebecca Ward

caterham@tastelifeuk.org 
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