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Headlines 
It has been a busy and exciting half 

term in the sixth form. Our Year 
12 and 13 students presented their 
charity nominations for our annual 
RAG week in assembly last Tuesday, 
speaking passionately and sharing 

personal testimonies with the sixth 
form community. Our senior students are 

planning events and daily themes for the week of 20-
24 March and we look forward to launching RAG Week 
in assemblies to all years after half term. As well as our 
upcoming charity week, we are proud of Year 12 and 13 
students for juggling trips and visits with extracurricular 
and enrichment commitments, as well as our Year 13s for 
completing their mock exams in January. Life beyond St 
Bede’s has been a focus with our Year 12 students recently 
and we launched UCAS on Tuesday 10 January. We also had 
a visiting speaker to promote apprenticeships in Citizenship 
this week. In order to offer our students the best 
guidance possible, Mrs Twigg has planned our University 
and Apprenticeships Fair visit for all Year 12 students 
in March, as well as updating our weekly careers and 
higher education bulletin (with an apprenticeships special 
to celebrate this week). Meanwhile, Year 13 have been 
working on their CVs in form time, with access to individual 
in-person support from an industry expert, in preparation 
for their mock interviews in school yesterday.
Speaking of wonderful students and their contributions, 
in addition to our whole school pupil voice meeting 
with Mr Powell and I a few weeks ago, all pupil voice 
representatives have met in their relevant year groups this 
half term. They had the opportunity to sign up to one of 
three committees where Year 7 to 13 will work together to 
support teaching and learning, feedback on environment 
and facilities and raise awareness and representation 
with a focus on diversity and inclusion. These committees 
will meet next half term and discuss proactive ways to 
contribute to school life, ensuring that students are making 
a difference and always part of the conversation here at St 
Bede's. 
We look forward to seeing the impact of student 
contributions and pupil voice next half term and beyond. 
Thank you to all those who are committed to making a 
difference in our school community!

Mrs A Woodroofe, Head of Sixth Form

Belonging Education Determination Excellence Service

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Student feedback
"As a history student, I found it really moving and interesting 
to see where some of the events of the Holocaust occured 
and to find out about some of the individuals involved and 
hear their experiences which was really powerful." (Year 12 
student)

This was the school's first foreign trip since Covid, so 
following a three year absence, it was really pleasing 

to get the opportunity to visit Krakow again. It was also 
important to give the students this invaluable experience to 
treasure for the rest of their lives and hopefully many will 
visit again with their families. Despite a 4am start, there 
was lots of excitement amongst the students and staff, 
as we made our way to Poland via coach and plane. Our 
hotel had undertaken some refurbishments and provided 
us with a great base to explore the city. Our first day 
involved a walking tour of Kazimierz and Podgórze, where 
we visited areas of the city used during Steven Spielberg's 
film: Schindler's list, the Heroes Ghetto, before our guided 
tour of the Schindler Museum. Day two started off with a 
visit to Auschwitz, which brought home the realities of Nazi 
occupation and the Final solution. As we were battling the 
sleet, our guide informed us that the longest roll call the 
prisoners faced was 22 hours! It is impossible to imagine the 
torment that they went through. Once back at the hotel, 
we again set off for a walking tour, this time stopping at the 
Cloth Hall to visit the market and exploring Wawel Hill and 
the castle. In the evening, we all enjoyed the traditional folk 
entertainment at the wonderful restaurant Morskie Oko. 
The final day involved a visit to the Galicia Museum, which 
reflects on all aspects of Jewish life and the tour concluded 
with a Holocaust survivor. There was also still time to have a 
group photo with the dragon by his cave at the 
bottom of Wawel hill.
To see more photos of our time in Krakow, 
please see our trip blog https://www.st-bedes.
surrey.sch.uk/1483/trip-blog-krakow

Mr Frith, Head of Psychology

Year 12 trip to Krakow
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Diary
Dates to note
Monday 20 February
Second half of spring term
Tuesday 21 February
Y12 Tanzania orientation
22 & 23 February
Y10 virtual parents' evening
22-24 February
Y13 French immersion trip
Thursday 23 February
Y10 history trip
23 & 24 February
Y11 Guidance meetings
Friday 24 February
Y9 Action report published
Friends of St Bede's Quiz Night
Wednesday 1 March
Y9 DTP & MEN vaccinations
Y12/13 Limelight sports
1-3 March
Y12/13 Spanish immersion trip
Friday 3 March
Parent Newsletter (Issue 11)
Monday 6 March
Friends of St Bede's meeting
Tuesday 7 March
UK university and 
apprenticeship fair trip
Wednesday 8 March
Y8 progress report published

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

Friends of St Bede's Quiz Night

RAG Week 2023 – 20-24 March

Tree planting

Year 7 Author visit

The Friends would like to give a huge thank you to all those kind 
enough to support us at the school shows and a special thank you 

to the Friends volunteer team as we genuinely couldn’t have done it 
without them. We are pleased to have raised almost £800 - amazing!!

It is great to see so many have already bought tickets for the Family 
Quiz Night on Friday 24 February at 7.00pm in the main hall. If 

you haven't already but would like to join the fun, there are still a 
few tables available so please book your space via online payments, 
tickets are £5 each. We welcome sixth form students to come along 
too (tickets available at a reduced rate of £3).
A reminder that there will be a bar available during the evening and you are welcome to 
bring your own food. There will also be a raffle and a prize for the Best Dressed Table!

Friends of St Bede's

After an emotional assembly where several students presented to the 
sixth form expressing why specific charities were important to them, the 

sixth form have voted for: Relief for Ukraine (Convoy of Hope) (International), 
Teenage Cancer Trust (national) and both The Royal Marsden and St George’s 
Hospital (local) to be their RAG Week 2023 chosen charities. Senior students are in the 
process of organising a number of events to take place during the week to ensure that 
all year groups can get involved and will communicate this to students after half term. 
Congratulations to Jay Hoong in Year 12 who designed the winning RAG Week 2023 logo.

On Monday 6 February a group of 
volunteers came to support a tree 

planting initiative organised by Surrey 
County Council’s Treescapes project 2022-
23. St Bede's had successfully applied for 
a selection of native broadland trees appropriate for our planting needs and together 
with our site team, volunteers worked to enhance our outside spaces with saplings and 
feathered trees. In return for providing our students with shade and hopefully enjoyment 
for years to come, we have agreed to care and manage these precious resources. We are 
hoping to involve students in this process.
After half term groups of students involved in Year 8 Electives will also be building on the  
theme by designing and creating planters and bird feeders/tables to further develop our 
awareness and appreciation of nature. More and more we are trying to get students to 
reconnect with the world around them.

Fleur Hitchcock is a highly successful author and has published numerous books for 
children, including Waiting for Murder which was one of this year’s Bookbuzz books.  

We were absolutely delighted that she came to visit St Bede’s on Monday 6 February and 
spoke to all our Year 7 students about where the ideas for her books come from, and 
the process of turning these ideas into finished novels. Fleur mentioned that she uses 
photos, sketches and hand drawn notes, due to her dyslexia, and I personally found this 
quite inspiring. Meeting a real author is a good way to spark new interest in reading and 
a number of students have taken home a signed copy of one of Fleur’s books, which we 
hope they will enjoy. And of course, there is always the option of borrowing them from the 
school library! Our thanks to ReadingZone for arranging this event for us.
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After half-term we have plans for a uniform and 
punctuality 'focus' with each of our year groups. During 

this time tutors will be asked to keep a record of any student 
arriving late to registration (after 8.30am) or wearing 
incorrect uniform, including jewellery over and above that 
allowed. Any student recorded as late or wearing incorrect 
uniform will be expected to attend a same day detention at 
lunchtime with Mr Blount and Mrs Adams. 
We are well aware that some students arrive unavoidably 
late to school due to the buses and this will be taken into 

consideration, and we are also hoping that with sufficient 
notice, students with any uniform issues will be able to 
correct these in time. Please see our acceptable uniform list.
• Y9 and Y10 focus will be during the week beginning 27 

February 2023
• Y7, Y8 and Y11 focus will be during the week beginning 

6 March 2023
Your support in encouraging your children to attend school 
punctually, with correct equipment and wearing the correct 
uniform is much appreciated. Thank you.

It was a great pleasure to be back on stage for the whole 
school musical, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat. Having started rehearsals back in October, 
it was so exciting to finally see the cast, crew and band 
come together to bring the story to life. Everyone involved 
worked tirelessly during show week, from our long Sunday 
rehearsal, two primary school matinees and three evening 
performances, ensuring that each of our audiences got 

the same high quality, feel good experience. From brightly 
coloured coats, detachable goat limbs and a very impressive 
camel, nothing could take the spotlight away from the real 
stars of the show, our talented students. Mrs Downes would 
like to thank everyone who came along to support the 
show and for all your kind comments and feedback. It was a 
wonderful experience for all involved.
More photos will be available on the school website shortly.

Uniform and punctuality

Joseph school show

To support National Apprenticeship Week further, Year 10 
and Year 12 received talks from people with experience 

of apprenticeships. Two young apprentices from Gatwick 
Airport spoke to Year 10 about their apprenticeship journey, 
from why they wanted to do one through to what they are 
aspiring to do once it is completed. Sue Taylor from ALPS 

(apprenticeships and work-based learning in Surrey) spoke 
to Year 12 about advanced and degree apprenticeships 
and how they can find them. Both year groups fed back 
that they are now more aware of what an apprenticeship 
is, where they can find them - and most importantly, how 
much they can earn!

National Apprentice Week 2023

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/210/uniform


The online world is a part of every day 
life, in and out of school, and while 

we recognise that issues can arise, we 
always encourage students to use it 
safely. Here are some National Online 
Safety posters which show the positive 
outcomes of online usage. Regular 
monitoring of social media content and 
frequent conversations at home about 
staying safe online are important. We 
also encourage students to speak to 
a parent/carer or trusted adult if they 
feel there is an issue or something 
makes them feel uncomfortable. More 
resources and useful links to help you 
keep children safer online can be found 
on our school website > parents > 
online safety.

Teen's online safety

Following the success of the 
Year 11 mock interviews, this 

week it was the turn of Year 13 
to impress the interviewers. And 
apparently they did just that! Each 
candidate interviewed for a job 
of their choice and in 15 minutes, 
they not only answered questions, but were given guidance 
on how to prepare for the real thing. The feedback from 
both interviewer and interviewee was extremely positive. 

The interviewers, all volunteers from 
an array of industries, including finance, 
IT, broadcasting, the legal system and 
more, were very impressed with the 
answers and the way the candidates 
had prepared themselves. Comments 
from the students after the interview 
implied that they had all found it extremely useful and were 
given lots of tips on how to enhance their CVs and improve 
their interview techniques.

Safer Internet Day is now a landmark event in the online 
safety calendar. What started as an initiative of the EU 

SafeBorders project in 2004 is now celebrated in around 
180 countries and territories worldwide. Each year, Safer 
Internet Day aims to raise awareness of emerging online 
issues and current concerns. At St Bede’s there is already 
a great deal of work done around online safety through 
assemblies, Citizenship, PSHE and Computing lessons. This 
year students were invited to explore the theme ‘Want 
to talk about it?’ Students took time to discuss different 
attitudes towards the internet, the numerous benefits 
and also potential risks of interacting with an online 
world. During Citizenship, KS3 were invited to contribute 
to the development of a Youth charter showing what 
they want from the internet and this will be presented 
to the government and the internet industry. It was very 
encouraging to see so many positive solutions presented to 
common problems that young people experience online.

Year 13 mock interviews

Safer Internet Day

We discovered something incredible about Year 7 
on Wednesday night. These children know how to 

dance and party in style! This week, our Year 12 students 
organised the first school disco in a very long while to raise 
funds for project work on their Tanzania Charity trip in July. 
After a hesitant start to the dancing, it was clear that Year 
7 clearly know how to get involved on the dancefloor. They 
put away their phones, forgot their inhibitions and let the 
music take over. It was great to see their eclectic taste in 
music as they danced to songs they requested covering 
almost every genre and decade of the last fifty years 
from the likes of Miley Cyrus’s 'Flowers' all the way back 
to Abba’s 'Dancing Queen'. The last song of the night was 
Europe’s anthem 'The Final Countdown' which saw all of the 

students singing along with incredible volume and energy. 
There were some very tired looking faces by the end of the 
night (mostly the staff!) but it was a very worthwhile and 
fun night as almost £600 was raised for the charity whilst 
creating amazing memories that we hope will last for a 
lifetime.
Well done and thank you to everyone involved, in particular 
Emily C and Emily B in Year 12, who were the driving force 
behind making this event happen in such a short space 
of time. For more information about the project work St 
Bede's students will undertake in Tanzania or to donate, 
please visit our fundraising page.

Mr Mason, Head of Year 7

Year 7 disco for Tanzania

Last Friday, in assembly, Craig Dove from The University of Sussex came 
to give Year 11 an overview on life at university. Comparing a City Uni 

to a Campus Uni, the types of accommodation and what to expect from 
the financial implications, most importantly how you pay it back, the 
students came away with a much better idea of what university entails.

Y11 University of Sussex talk
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