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Headlines 
It always amazes me that being in fancy 

dress feels normal during RAG Week 
and students across the school accept 
it as such as the sixth form rise to the 
challenge and raise money for our 
charities. I met one of our peripatetic 

music teachers in the corridor in my 
pyjamas on Monday, he smiled at me and 

said ‘it must be RAG Week’. 
Two years ago we had to make adjustments due to the 
announcement that lockdown would follow and last year 
we were able to have dressing up days and sponsorship 
but ‘bubbles’ limited what else was possible. It has been a 
pleasure, therefore, to return to a more normal RAG Week 
this year as we were able to hold lunchtime events again. 
The senior students have done an amazing job organising 
this year’s event when they have not experienced RAG 
Week as sixth formers and had the added challenge of split 
lunchtimes. It was great seeing the key stages in the hall  
and canteen covered area for the fayre, where the stalls 
raised over £2000, and each of the lunchtime events this 
week. You can read more about these in this newsletter.
The students organised the Brighton Walk, with record 
numbers taking part, and what looks to be an amazing 
amount of money raised in sponsorship. Our thanks to 
the family and friends who supported them to make this 
possible as it is not a school organised event. 
Huge congratulations to the sixth form for a really 
successful week and thank you to the whole school for 
their support. We will update you when we have a final 
total.
God bless.

Mrs Tottey, Head of Sixth Form

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

The dress up themes and lunchtime 
events each day were:

Monday - Pyjamas; lunchtime event - 
Bedes Got Talent with singers, a dancer 
and a guitarist! Tuesday - First letter 
of their name; Culture Catwalk when 
students represented their own cultures 
and heritage with fabulous outfits and 
dances. Wednesday - British Icons; The 
Chase saw some brave students going 
up against Mr Purkiss and Mr Mander. 
Throwback Thursday - Something 
from the decades; Lipsync Battle 
and Friday - Whole school dress up 
day; performances in the Sixth Form 
Showcase. If you wish to donate to RAG 
Week, please do so online via Scopay. 
More photos can be seen on the school 
website blog. 

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

RAG Week 2022

Parental feedback
"Dear Ms Corry, we find ourselves to be so privileged in 
having received such a wonderful/touching email from 
you. It’s moments such as these that vindicate all the 
challenges we face in life to be so rewarding. Thank you. 
Mr X has done so much for both of my children too that 
we will never forget, as have so many other teachers."

(Year 12 parent)

ParentNewsletter

https://www.scopay.com/login.html


One of the things that we have missed as a school is our 
year group assemblies. Over the last two weeks we 

have been reintroducing assemblies in the main hall for the 
first time in two years. Years 7 and 8 have never had the 
opportunity to celebrate an assembly together in the hall 
since joining the school, so for them it was a whole new 
experience. Going forward assemblies will be delivered in a 
mixture of live and virtual settings.

Assemblies

Diary
Dates to note
Monday 21 March
Y8 elective mindfulness walk
Tuesday 22 March
Friends of St Bede's meeting - 
EVERYONE WELCOME
Wednesday 23 March
Day for Ukraine - non-uniform 
day (£1 donation - scopay)
Thursday 24 March
Y12 Parents' evening
KS5 Spanish theatre trip
Friday 25 March
Y13 action report published
Tuesday 29 March
Y12 Politics and history trip
Wednesday 30 March
Y8 HPV vaccinations
Full Governors meeting
Thursday 31 March
Easter services for all years
Y8 HPV vaccinations and catch 
up
Friday 1 April 
Y11 Action report published
End of term

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar

For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns 
(during school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that school 
staff are unavailable to respond 
to emails during those times. 
Therefore, for support please 
find contact information for 
Surrey Children's Services at the 
bottom of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please go 
to  our website Parents > Student 
Wellbeing

Well done to Fern Hawkins in Year 11 who 
achieved her Gold YELA (Young Equestrian 

Leaders Award) which involves 60 hours of 
volunteering and development of a wide range of 
skills including taking the lead on the planning and 
delivery of a volunteering project. The main pony 
club are still delaying the large presentation event 
that usually takes place, so she was awarded the 
District Commissioners (DC) award in February by 
the Surrey Pony Club for her achievement, together with the other test 
training that she has passed. This award is at the discretion of the DC for 
high achievement and shows the level of Fern's commitment, excellence 
and determination. Amazing work Fern!

Young Equestrian Leader Award

Ben Francis (Y7), Hannah Hardwick (Y9), Sophie Lordan 
(Y7) and Olivia Lordan (Y7) (twins) performed in the 

British Theatre Academy's recent production of Matilda Jr the 
Musical. Ben had a starring role as Eric (the smallest student in 
Miss Honey's class, who is bullied by Miss Trunchbull!).
Hannah Hardwick played the part of one of the 'big kids' 
and Sophie and Olivia Lordan were part of the ensemble. A 
fantastic opportunity - well done everyone.

Young performers

We are very fortunate enough to be back in the school 
hall for our assemblies, it has been fantastic to be 

together as a year group once again. Last week, we were 
able to welcome a guest speaker, Georgia, from NCS who 
introduced a very exciting opportunity to Year 11s. In the 
first week, students will be able to challenge their limits 
in a range of activities and learn about team work with 
new people. In the second week, the task will be more 
community based and they will look at developing ideas 
that will improve other people's quality of life. There was a huge level of interest from the 
students and I hope that as many of them as possible are able to benefit from it.

Mr Mason

NCS talk

Please support the new Friends team. All current parents and carers are invited to 
attend the next meeting on Tuesday 22 March at 7.00pm in room F19 in school. More 

attendees means more input and a wider range of ideas can be shared. If you are unable to 
attend this time, but are interested in helping in some way, please email the chair Heather 
Peters on school.friends@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.

Friends of St Bede's meeting

https://www.scopay.com/products.html
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/173/calendar
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/857/calendar-sports-fixtures
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing


Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been taking part in 
'Drop it and read week' which involves reading for 20 

minutes at the beginning of period 1 and at the start of 
period 4 after lunch. Students are encouraged to bring a 
book of their choice to read, or collect one in advance from 
the library which holds a wide range of options. The library 
staff will even help students to choose one if they need it.
We would encourage all students to read a book every 
day at home, even if for only 20 minutes as it is excellent 
escapism and is a proven gateway to success. They should 
not feel restricted in what they read as there are so 

many different options 
and something to be 
gained from each of 
them including humour, 
fantasy, fairytale, 
adventure, ebooks, 
classics, science fiction, 
short stories, comic 
books, historical fiction, 
non fiction, factual books, travel books, 'how to' books, 
biographies, encyclopedias...the opportunites are endless.

Drop it and read week

Attendance at school is fundamental to ensure students 
have the opportunity of securing good outcomes at the 

end of KS4 and KS5. 
Following an analysis of St Bede’s GCSE data, there is a 
clear correlation between good attendance and the best 
outcomes across all subjects.

• St Bede’s students who attended 95% of school days in 
2019 achieved nearly half a grade more in each exam 
they took, compared to students who attended 80% or 
less of the time.

• St Bede’s students who attended 95% of school days 
in 2019 achieved twice as many Grade 7’s and above 
compared to students who attended 80% or less of the 
time.

The habit of turning up each day is something that grows 
through Years 7, 8 and 9, but we see the true impact of 

attendance on outcomes when students are in KS4 in their 
GCSE years. 
The pastoral teams at St Bede’s are fantastic and are aware 
of the difficulties some students face turning up to school 
on a daily basis. There is a lot of in-school support that can 
be offered to these students.
Each year students should be aiming for at least 95% 
attendance. For many students impacted by COVID this 
year the target should be to get as close to it as possible. 
For students currently attending around 90% of school 
days, that is the equivalent of a day off every fortnight; 
80%, the equivalent of a 4 day week. Having high numbers 
of broken weeks is really disruptive to a student's education 
and relationships with peers. 
Attendance really does make a difference to a young 
person’s outcomes.

Attendance at St Bede's

We would like to remind parents about this extremely 
valuable online resource aimed at parents who are 

trying to find answers, guidance and support for their 
children who are struggling with their mental health. Let’s 
All Talk Mental Health is a webinar series developed to 
help understand the issues, learn how to offer support and 
find out more about routes to help. The sessions were free 
last year, but this year there is a charge to access them. 
However, to enable us to support our parent community, 
the school is very pleased to be able to offer free and full 
access to Let’s all Talk Mental Health resources as part of 
our commitment to our children’s health and wellbeing. 

There will be access to the 2022 series of 25 webinars 
which can be viewed live and then on-demand throughout 
the year and there is also a library of 23 invaluable talks, 
interviews and Q&A's from 2021 which can be viewed 
anytime. 
Before we agree to our contract with Let's Talk Mental 
Health we would like to assess how many parents are likely 
to engage. We would therefore appreciate it if you could 
take a moment to complete 
this brief survey please.

Let's All Talk Mental Health - your input required

Year 11 celebration assembly will take place on Tuesday 
10 May during P4 Citizenship lesson. This way all 

students can be joined by their tutors and a good amount 
of time dedicated to such a special event.
Year 11 students will officially go on study leave on Friday 
27 May. This is the final day before half term. All students 
have a science exam in the morning before being dismissed. 
Computer science students will be provided with a room 

until their afternoon exam. This way students are kept in 
school for as long as possible receiving high quality face to 
face learning in the classroom through Summer Term 1. 
Full uniform, good behaviour and 100% attendance is 
expected at all times up to Friday 27 May. After the May 
half term break, students will still be expected to attend 
exams in full uniform and demonstrate good behaviour 
travelling to and from school and when on site.

Year 11 celebration/study leave arrangements

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesDnPdLAjgeV063YVHzR683eLqhKHw6KN_I5-k0_6wiM-uNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesDnPdLAjgeV063YVHzR683eLqhKHw6KN_I5-k0_6wiM-uNQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


On Tuesday St Bede's hosted an Active Surrey Dodgeball event for 
several local primary schools - St Matthew’s Church of England 

Primary School, Greenfield School, St Stephens, Knaphill School, St 
Alban's Catholic Primary School, Grovelands Primary, Royal Alexander 
and Albert School, Langshott Primary and Meadow Primary School. The 
event was led by Rhys Neill, Development Officer for the South East of 
England for British Dodgeball. There was a lovely atmosphere with 16 
St Bede's Year 9 sports leaders assisting and refereeing the games. The 
young primary school pupils were very enthusiastic and took playing 
the games very seriously whilst also having a lot of fun. We were 
delighted to be able to have the primary schools event on site once again.

"All the primary kids were having such a great time and 
that’s down to your amazing leaders! They were very 
confident and engaged and had a great way with the 
children." 
                               (Helen Ledwich, Active Schools Officer)

"I normally work with college leaders and yours were just 
as good and I was extremely impressed!  
                          (Rhys Neill, British DodgeBall Development 
                                     Officer for the South East of England)

Sports leaders

Last weekend was yet another fantastic milestone in what 
is proving to be an amazing season for the Girls' Section 

at Old Reigatian's Rugby Club, which involves a number of 
St Bede's students in the U15 Squad: Ava Bridges (Y10), 
Ruby Dingle (Y10), Jocelyn De Acetis (Y9), Tess Hassan (Y10), 
Elspeth Kinniburgh (Y9) and Caitlin McGuigan (Y10), who 
also all attend the after school girls' rugby every Friday at 
St Bede's. On Sunday the club played in the National Girls 
Rugby Cup Quarter Final and beat Guildfordians RFC by  
41-12. This is a fantastic achievement and puts them into 
the top four clubs in England at Under 15 Girls Rugby! 
Fantastic work girls!

Old Reigatians have 120 Girls at the club and actually had 
their first signing for a Premiership side last Friday (Wasps) 
plus they are hopeful of another to follow in Laila Hassan, a 
former St Bede’s student! Good luck Laila!
Students who are interested in joining the girls rugby club 
on Fridays after school, please contact Mr Robson-Close 
(rn@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk).
For more information about Old Reigatians Rugby Club, 
please visit their website - www.oldreigatianrfc.com.

Girls Rugby

On Wednesday 23 March students and staff will be taking part in a 'Day for Ukraine'. This 
has been organised by First News in partnership with the Disasters Emergency Committee 

(DEC) to help raise funds for their appeal. Students are asked to wear blue and or yellow, we 
are asking for a £1 donation which can be paid in cash to the tutor. Alternatively there is a 
Scopay online payment link for donations. Thank you in advance for supporting this cause, we 
continue to keep Ukraine in our thoughts and prayers. 

Day for Ukraine

Behaviour for learning policy
Our Behaviour for Learning Policy (click here) has now been 
updated, in particular with reference to Harmful Sexual 
Behaviours (HSB) and is available on our website. Our 
Governors Faith and Life Committee agreed to the updated 
policy last week; please find a moment to have a look at 
the Code of Conduct (page 4), the Behaviour for Learning 

Pyramid (Appendix 1) and the Behaviour for Learning Grid 
(appendix 2). 
Please be aware that we will be asking parents, students 
and staff for feedback on this updated policy during the 
autumn term, in preparation for the next update in March 
2023. Thank you.

https://www.britishdodgeball.org/
https://www.oldreigatianrfc.com
https://www.scopay.com/surreystbedes/?redirect=true
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/91/key-informationpolicies/category/17/other-policies

