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Headlines 
St Bede’s has been a busy school 

since we returned from the half 
term break, particularly in Years 10-
13. I am delighted that our trips and 
visits offer continues to grow with 

two new trips added to our calendar!  
Last week Mrs Kelly took our A level 

French students to Paris and this week 
saw Mrs Ospina-Valencia lead the A level Spanish trip to 
Madrid. In addition to this the English department took 
our A level English students to see Othello.  
I have been really impressed with our Year 11 students 
undertaking their GCSE practical exams in drama and 
food. These students have worked incredibly hard 
alongside the drama and food departments to prepare 
for these examinations. Furthermore, it was great 
for me and other staff to meet with Year 11 students 
and their parents/carers last week for their guidance 
meetings. It is clear that Year 11 students are focused 
on their summer examinations, working hard, revising 
at home and aiming high for their next steps. I was 
very pleased to hear from so many students in Year 
11 that they feel well supported both from a pastoral 
and curriculum point of view as they prepare for their 
summer examinations.  
Year 10 recently had their parents’ evening and it has 
been great to receive so much positive feedback from 
parents/carers about progress being made, how much 
students are enjoying their chosen GCSE and Cambridge 
National options and the high quality teaching and 
support being offered by our teaching staff. Thank you 
as always to all those parents/carers who write into the 
school offering encouragement, praise and thanks as it 
means an awful lot to staff.
Wishing you all a great weekend.
God bless.

Mr A Powell 
Headteacher

Belonging Education Determination Excellence Service

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental feedback
"I don’t know how you guys do your jobs. Hats off to all 
of you. I am grateful for your support and kindness. I hear 
nothing but good things about your care."

(Year 11 Parent)

ParentNewsletter

On Wednesday 22 February, eight A 
level French students from Years 

12 and 13, along with two members of 
staff, headed off on a whistle-stop tour 
of Paris. We met at Redhill Station and 
made our way to St Pancras International 
to take the Eurostar to the French 
capital. The whole trip was action 
packed. We had a full itinerary and we 
walked everywhere. Students wanted 
to stay overground in order to take in all 
the amazing sights rather than take the 
métro. We did a lot. We visited the Sacré 
Coeur in Montmartre and lit a candle 
for Ash Wednesday. The first evening 
we went to the theatre to watch the 
absurd Ionesco play, La Leçon. We then 
walked home past the rather depleted 
Cathédrale de Notre Dame. On day two 
we visited the wonderful Musée d’Orsay 
to appreciate the great Impressionists 
and we saw examples of Monet, Van Gogh and Manet’s 
work, among many others. After this we took in the Galéries 
Lafayette and then a trip down the Seine on a Bateau-
Mouche. On the boat we sampled a large box of delicious 
beignets to keep us sustained until our evening meal, which 
we enjoyed in our youth hostel, Mije, in the Marais district. 
On our final day we visited the amazing Opéra National de 
Paris with its lavish opulent ballroom and theatre and the 
beautiful ceiling painted by Marc Chagall. It was then time 
to get ready to come home but we managed to squeeze 
in a quick trip to see the beautiful Pyramide in front of the 
Louvre. Just amazing! It was a short trip but we covered 
a lot which we believe will enrich students’ appreciation 
and knowledge of the wide cultural heritage of Paris. The 
students themselves were a treat to travel with and Mrs 
Summers-Whelan and I felt privileged to travel with them.

Mrs Kelly, Head of MFL

Sixth Form trip to Paris



Diary
Dates to note
Monday 6 March
Friends of St Bede's meeting
Tuesday 7 March
Y12 UK university and 
apprenticeship fair trip
Wednesday 8 March
Y8 progress report published
Friday 17 March
Parent Newsletter (Issue 12)
20-24 March
RAG Week
22 & 23 March
Y12 Virtual parents' evening
Wednesday 22 March
Y9 DTP/MEN vaccinations
Thursday 23 March
Debate competition at South 
Hampstead High School
PwP - Nacoa Swishing event
Friday 24 March
Y13 progress report published
Tuesday 28 March
Y7/11/13 group photographs
Music concert
Friday 31 March
Y11 action report published
Parent Newsletter (Issue 13)
End of term (3.00pm)
Monday 17 April
Summer term begins

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

Sixth form opera trip

Bronze at the England Athletics 
Championships

"I am Ruth"

NEW Easter Holiday Activity Camp

With the current four quickest women in the UK this year included 
in the line-up, a tough race was ahead but Lilah Unwin stayed in 

the leading breakaway three athletes to finish third in the 800m U17 
Womens’ Final in Sheffield. A fantastic achievement, Well done Lilah!

Back in December 2022 you may have watched Kate Winslett perform with her real life 
daughter in a Channel 4 drama entitled "I Am Ruth". It is an excellent, but hard watch; 

a 90 minute drama about a mother locked in an almost mute struggle with her closed-off 
teenage daughter who is embroiled in the expectations and challenges of social media 
and the resulting issues with her mental health. We have shared here a link to a 13 minute 
YouTube clip from a very open and honest interview between 
Kate Winslett and Laura Kuenssberg about the programme. I 
am sure many parents would find the interview clip of interest 
and if, in this busy world you can find 90 minutes to watch the 
programme itself (on All 4) you will certainly find it very thought 
provoking and perhaps even helpful.

On Thursday 9 February sixth form music students attended 
the opera Carmen at the London Coliseum. Accompanied 

by Mrs Woodroofe and myself, we first went for dinner at an 
Italian restaurant and had 'the best pizza ever' according to 
the students. The opera was incredible with a huge orchestra, 
modern scenery and incredible singing from the entire cast, but we were all particularly 
amazed by one member of the cast, playing Micaela, who made her debut for the ENO 
that evening as she stood in for someone who was ill and stole the show. Not only did we 
have a great time but it was even better as the students' opera tickets were free due to the 
ENO's scheme to encourage young people to attend more opera - we encourage you to 
look up this offer here if it is something you might be interested in https://www.eno.org/
your-visit/ways-to-save-offers/under-21s-come-free/  The sixth form are already planning 
their next trip to see another incredible opera soon.

Mrs Mitchell, Head of Music

Supreme Camps Redhill – Multi Activity – Reception to Year 9
A wide range of activities including nerf wars, dance, archery, sports, den-building, 
scavenger hunts, team games, food education and lots more. The aim is to inspire 
every child to try new activities and to learn new skills in a safe and fun environment.
Healthy cold lunches and snacks will be provided. There will be a variety of choices 
available, with options that cater for children with food intolerances (vegetarian, gluten 
free, dairy free etc).

Venue: St Bede's School, Carlton Rd, Redhill RH1 2LQ
(Please note this is not run by St Bede's School)
Dates: Tuesday 11 April Wednesday 12 April
 Thursday 13 April Friday 14 April
Time: 9.00am - 4.00pm
Search on E vouchers System
Parents/carers can search 'Supreme Camps Caterham' or use the postcode and we will 
come up. If you have any questions, please contact them by calling 01883 338035 or 
email hello@supremesport.co.uk

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/173/calendar
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/857/calendar-sports-fixtures
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://youtu.be/xpbMvWGhCYY
https://youtu.be/xpbMvWGhCYY
https://www.eno.org/your-visit/ways-to-save-offers/under-21s-come-free/
https://www.eno.org/your-visit/ways-to-save-offers/under-21s-come-free/
https://youtu.be/xpbMvWGhCYY


On Thursday 23 February, it was a pleasure to take over 200 Year 10 history students 
to the Harlequin Theatre to watch the History of Medicine production. After a 

number of years since we have run a history trip, it was great for the students to have 
this opportunity to enhance their GCSE experience outside of the classroom. 
Students were transported through the history of medicine from Medieval times to 
Modern day. They were introduced to a number of very important individuals who have 
shaped our medical understanding today including Edward Jenner, Florence Nightingale 
and Alexander Fleming. Topics ranged from the germ theory to the development of 
surgical advancements such as antiseptics and anaesthetics. Students learnt about key 
events, people and factors that caused significant change. 
After each of the theatrical sketches, the story was paused for a workshop led by an 
expert who has written many GCSE history textbooks and students were given the 
invaluable experience of becoming examiners. They were asked to identify which student 
answers should be awarded high marks and where common misconceptions can often 
lead to issues. Quantity does not necessarily mean quality and this was excellently demonstrated in the examples. 
The production company praised our Year 10 historians for being focused, responsive and well behaved which is a real 
testament to representing the school in our local community. Thanks again to all the Year 10s who joined us for the theatre 
trip and we hope they found it to be an enjoyable and worthwhile experience!

Mrs E Crouch, Head of History

Year 10 History of Medicine theatre trip

Friends of St Bede's Quiz Night
The FoSB Quiz Night was held on Friday 24 February and we 
are delighted at how many of you joined us for what was a 
very fun evening. The bar was very busy and everyone had 
an impressive food selection with them.
The best dressed table award went to the ‘Best of British’ 
team with an amazing afternoon tea layout. The overall 
quiz winners were ‘The Super Six Snackers” but it was a 
close call. The raffle was very well supported with local 
businesses providing generous prizes. We had a £25 
voucher for Flint House, a pair of tickets to Everyman, a free 

bike service and much more. 
There was the usual boozy 
options and some lovely 
toiletries plus a couple of 
‘booby prizes’ which were 
received with much laughter. 
Thank you to all who supported us by coming or helping.  
We raised an incredible £650 for the school from the event!
Here’s looking forward to next year's quiz night!!

Friends of St Bede's

We are already anticipating the excitement of RAG Week 
- from the launch fayre on Friday 17 March to lunch 

time shows during the main week 20-24 March! The Senior 
Students will be taking assemblies next week to provide 
more detail to students on the daily events. 
The RAG Fayre on Friday 17 March, across both lunchtimes, 
will feature a variety of stalls run by each sixth form tutor 
group, students will be able to pay in cash only.
Tickets for the lunchtime shows: Monday Would I Lie 
to you? to both KS3 and KS4/5; Tuesday - Taskmaster 

KS4/5; Wednesday - Bede’s Got Talent KS3; 
Thursday - Lip Sync Battle KS4/5; Friday - RAG 
Showcase both KS3 and KS4/5, will cost  
£1 each and will be on sale through the 
school shop (preferably with cash) Tuesday 
14 - Thursday 16 March between 10.00am and 2.00pm. 
We are looking forward to raising incredible amounts for our 
four chosen charities - Teenage Cancer Trust, St George's 
Hospital, The Royal Marsden and Convoy of Hope (Ukraine).

Sixth Form Team

RAG Week 2023 – 20-24 March
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Adult gym 

membership 
only £15 

a month

CLASSES
POWER PUMP

INTRODUCTORY

St Bede’s School Fitness Suite 
Join today, no joining fee
Available to adults (18+) in the local community 

outside of school hours 
(Mon-Fri 5.15-9.30pm/Sat 8.30am-6.00pm/Sun 10.00am-4.00pm)

Fully equipped gym and free weights room 
introductory classes 

(free to members extended to 31 March 2023)
Membership includes induction and a 1-1 programme 

session by our fully qualified fitness instructor
For more information or for a tour, email 

fitness@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk or call 01737 214074

mailto:fitness%40st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk?subject=Adult%20gym%20membership%20enquiry
https://youtu.be/xpbMvWGhCYY


The music department is delighted to be putting on a concert on 
Tuesday 28 March. The concert will feature Senior Orchestra, 

Senior Choir, Saxophone Group, Slide and soloists. The students 
have been rehearsing really hard and we are excited to showcase 
the work they have done. Tickets will go on sale from Monday 13 
March at 9.00am for £5.00 and will be available to buy online and 
collect from the school shop. We look forward to seeing you there.

The Music Department

Music concert

Local Get into Teaching Open
Mornings and Seminars

i2i Teaching Partnership SCITT

The i2i SCITT is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people

Specialist Secondary teacher training provider, passionate
about delivering quality training opportunities in your local
community

Contact Krissy Taylor for more information:

 

 Scan here
to register 

Tuesday 10th January 8.45-11.30am:  Broadwater School, Godalming,
Surrey GU7 3BW

 ktaylor@i2ipartnership.co.uk 

01252 900550

Tuesday 17th January 9.30-11.30am: Cove School, Farnborough,
Hampshire GU14 9RN

Wednesday 25th January 8.45am-11.30am: The Forest School, Winnersh,
Berkshire RG41 5NE

Tuesday 7th February 8.45-11.30am: Howard of Effingham School, Leatherhead,
Surrey KT24 5JR

Saturday 4th February 9.30-11.30am: Weydon School, Farnham,
Surrey GU9 8UG

Wednesday 1st February 8.45am-11.30am: Oxted School, Oxted, Surrey RH8
0AB

Local Get into Teaching 
Open Mornings and Seminars

• Wednesday 8 March at Ash Manor School, Ash, 
Aldershot 1.30-3.30pm

• Tuesday 21 March at Thamesmead School, 
Shepperton 9.30-11.30am

• Saturday 25 March at Reigate School, Reigate 
10.00am-12.00pm

• Thursday 20 April at Amery Hill 
School, Alton 9.30-11.30am

• Tuesday 9 May at Charterhouse School, Godalming 
9.30-11.30am

• Saturday 13 May at Weydon School, 
Farnham 9.30-11.30am

To find out more and book a place, please visit www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-
events or contact Krissy Taylor ktaylor@i2ipartnership.co.uk.

Safe cycling for families
As part of our school travel plan, we encourage walking and cycling to school wherever possible. Some students may not 

feel very confident cycling and a way to increase their confidence is to cycle more often and get used to riding on the 
roads. Sustrans have provided some safe local cycling routes in video form for parents/carers to try with children, which 
includes some excellent tips on what to look out for on your journey when cycling and how to 
stay as safe as possible. While these are local to the school area, the important guidance and 
tips are useful for wherever students may be cycling. So check out these videos and why not 
get out on your bike and try the cycle routes with them:
A cycle route from Redhill to Reigate National Cycle Route 21 into Redhill
The national cycle route map also shows the NCN21 which runs through the borough.
Sustrans also provide other great cycle routes for famillies to try, where they give the distance 
and average time it takes to cycle or to perhaps walk if preferred. Walking and cycling are 
excellent for improving and maintaining fitness, saving money on transport/parking etc, as well as improving mental health.

A number of careers-related events will be taking place 
next week to support National Careers Week 6-10 

March 2023. Merrist Wood College is visiting Year 8 to talk 
about the technical and career-focused programmes they 
offer, specialising in animal management, arboriculture and 
countryside management, horticulture, sports therapy and 
more. Over the next three weeks, Year 9 are participating 
in an Employability Mentoring Programme hosted by 
Nestlé, introducing students to the idea of employability 
and the generic skills required for the workplace. These 
students will continue to take part in employability focused 
activities throughout their remaining time at St Bede's. On 
Tuesday, Year 12 will be attending the Surrey University 
and Apprenticeship Fair at Surrey University in Guildford. 
This will provide attendees with the opportunity to speak 
to a multitude of universities including; Russell Group and 
modern universities. Students will also be able to talk to a 

variety of the UK’s apprenticeship providers, HE colleges, 
specialist institutions, and student related organisations. 
The fair is for students of all abilities and aims to widen 
participation as well as cater for higher 
academic achievers.
Both next week's student bulletin and 
sixth form careers & higher education 
bulletin will contain a wide variety 
of information and opportunities to 
help students explore the world of 
work. You can also download this 
Parent Guide to National Careers 
Week 2023 which contains articles 
including, How to talk to your teen 
about their future and Vocational 
routes after sixth form.

National Careers Week Information for Parents

www.theparentsguideto.co.uk

1

NCW 2023National Careers Week 6-11 March

The Parents’ Guide to 

National Careers Week

Headline Partner:

http://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events
http://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNLBvRFVDkM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4784DxhojU
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/national-cycle-network/
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/The-Parents-Guide-to-National-Careers-Week-2023.pdf?ts=1677662747602
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/The-Parents-Guide-to-National-Careers-Week-2023.pdf?ts=1677662747602
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/The-Parents-Guide-to-National-Careers-Week-2023.pdf?ts=1677662747602
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St Bede's Sports News update
Our PE department offers a wide range of after school 

sports clubs and fixtures. The department run a Twitter 
account 'St Bede's Sports News' (@SBS_PE21) to keep 
parents/carers and students up to date with fixture results. 
Here is an overview of our student's sporting successes 
over the last month.
On Monday 23 January, 
Year 8 boys football team 
were victorious over a 
strong team from Reigate 
School. Goals from Owen, 
Pelumi, Fraser D and 
Jacob. Player of the match 
(POTM) was Pelumi.

Wednesday 25 January - Year 7s gave a fantastic 
performance at the District Indoor Athletics Event. The 
boys finished in 2nd place which qualifies them for the 
next round which is scheduled for Thursday 9 March at 
Guildford Spectrum. The girls came in 3rd place out of 8 so 
unfortunately missed out on qualifying for the county event 
by only one place. Well done to all involved!

Another brilliant result for the Year 7 boys football team. A 
3-1 win against a good Reigate side. Goals from Oscar, Eddie 
and David. POTM: Nat A

Wednesday 25 January - Massive success in hosting the 
first two basketball tournaments!
U18 Results 
1st - Oxted
2nd - St Bede's
3rd - Lingfield
4th - Warlingham

U15 Results 
1st - Carrington
2nd - St Bede's
3rd - Lingfield
4th - Warlingham

Thursday 26 January - Our U15 Girls were outstanding 
at the District Football Tournament hosted by Reigate 
School. We came joint first out of eight teams. Player of the 
tournament (POTT) goes to Izzy for scoring a hat trick in our 
final game to secure our place on the podiums. Well done 
to all involved!

Monday 6 February - Confident, dominant and composed 
victory for our Year 8 boys football team tonight over RAAS. 
Goals from Owen, Isaac and Dara. POTM: Enzo and Henry. 
Thanks to RAAS for hosting!

Wednesday 8 February - 
Great result for our Year 
8 boys rugby team with a 
victory over Warlingham in 
a good game. 
Try scorers: Will x3, Mason 
x4, Oliver and Charles 
POTM: Mason

Tuesday 21 and Wednesday 22 February - A great week of 
football for the St Bede's boys teams!
Y8 Boys vs Oakwood - 1 - 1 
Y9 Boys vs Oakwood 2 - 2 
Y8 Boys vs Reigate 2 - 3 
Y7 Boys vs Reigate 8 - 4 
Lots of goals in some great games!

Well done to all involved! We appreciate the effort, 
enthusiasm and fantastic teamwork they all exhibit when 
representing the school. Thanks also to parents and carers 
for your continued support.

https://twitter.com/sbs_pe21

