
Parent Newsletter
28 May 2021

Issue No 12

Headlines 
This morning we said farewell to 

our students in Year 13. Many of 
these students have spent the last 
seven years at St Bede’s. They have 
contributed to the school and sixth 

form in so many ways, including 
leading RAG Week and other charity 

events, participating in concerts and 
school productions as well as supporting students in 
younger years.
Year 13 should be proud of what they have achieved 
in their time at St Bede’s whether that be in the 
classroom, on the sports field or in the numerous 
extra-curricular activities they have taken part in.  
They have been an asset to this school and sixth form.  
Despite the challenges that they have faced in the last 
18 months, this year the group has shown courage, 
determination and resilience in abundance.  
The next chapter in their lives is incredibly exciting and 
I look forward to hearing about the universities that 
they will join, the apprenticeships that they will go 
onto and the fantastic jobs that they will obtain in the 
near future. It is always so fascinating and rewarding 

hearing the experiences and success stories of our 
alumni. I have no doubts that this group of students 
will go on to great things. We wish all of Year 13 a 
successful, happy and healthy future and we thank 
them for all the contributions that they have made in 
their time at St Bede’s.

Mr A Powell

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental feedback
"First of all, thank you for all of your hard work during this extraordinarily testing time for everyone. We 
don’t get much chance to say thanks. I wouldn’t want you and our daughter's other teachers to feel under-
appreciated – but sadly I suspect there are times when that is the case! THANK YOU!" (Year 13 parent)

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Congratulations
We are delighted to 

announce that Design 
and Technology A level student 
Katie Niewiarowski in Year 
12 recently won a toy design 
competition run by the Design 
and Technology Association. She 
now has the exciting opportunity 
to present her idea to 
prospective toy manufacturers 
to see if they would like to buy 
and manufacture her design. 
Well done Katie, we all wish you 
the best of luck.

Below is an excerpt from the email she received from  
the Design and Technology Association. 
"You recently submitted artwork to the Mojo Nation and 
The Design and Technology Association Creative Brief on 
Untitled!
We are pleased to let you know that your submission has 
been chosen as a Selected Creator, and you have won 
the prize - a pair of tickets to attend an exclusive event 
to pitch your toy idea to a panel of brands who may wish 
to purchase and produce it. The event will be held over 
zoom. We will be following up soon with details of the 
timings and feedback on how to prepare.
We’re super excited for you!"



Diary
Dates to note
31 May - 4 June
Half term break
Thursday 10 June
Mufti day for Y7 charities
Tuesday 15 June
Y12 Geography Highcliffe & 
Barton-on-Sea trip
17 & 18 June
Y8 2nd dose HPV vaccination
Friday 18 June
Y12 Geography Boscombe trip
21-25 June
KS3 Drop it and read week
Tuesday 22 June
New Y7 Parents' virtual 
  information evening
Thursday 28 June
New Y12 Induction day
Tuesday 29 June
New Y7 Induction day (TBC)
_______________________

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns: 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you feel a child is in imminent 
danger, please call 999.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to www.st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk/1155/support-and-
safeguarding

Mental Health Awareness Week
Mental Health Awareness Week 2021 was 10-14 May and following 

the increased number of people reporting using the 'outdoors' 
to help with their emotional wellbeing during the pandemic, this year's 
theme was Connect With Nature. All students were given ideas on 
how to get out and enjoy the outdoors in the student bulletin, as well as 
learning what benefits there are from connecting with nature. 
As an addition to this, we also arranged for Year 7 students to spend a 
lesson outdoors during RE. This was, of course, weather dependent and 
nature had its own ideas around allowing us to do this! Students were 
given time to look at bible quotes relating to the world around us to see 
why we should be grateful for nature and also took part in mindfulness 
exercises connected to nature. A huge thank you to the RE department for 
agreeing to take time out of 'normal' lessons to do this.

Just a reminder to continue to 
use the home test kits during 

the half term break. Please 
remember to report the results 
to both Test Register and the 
NHS. Please see this link to 
see why this is so important. 
(Why reporting your test is as 
important as taking a test.)
Please also continue to follow 
national guidance on social 
distancing and restrictions.

Covid-19 testing

With maintaining good mental health in mind, this year 
we are encouraging the importance of starting and 

ending the school day in a positive way. Studies show that 
walking for a minimum of 10 minutes each day can improve 
your mental health as well as your physical health. Walking, 
cycling or scootering all have many benefits including 
improving fitness, aiding concentration and creativity as well as creating safer, 
less polluted and more welcoming streets. All of which makes for a happy, 
healthy child set up for success in and out of the classroom.
Although many children usually walk to school, over a third are driven and very 
few cycle (less than 3%). While we recognise this is sometimes unavoidable, 
we would encourage you, whenever possible, to drop your child at least 5-10 
minutes away from school (ie the end of Carlton Road) and encourage them to 
walk from there. 

#Walktoschoolweek 17-21 May

Exciting activity camp - new location
Camp 4 Champs* has added a fifth location by teaming up with The Warwick 
School to run our sports multi-skills activity camp and we're excited to be 
opening in the summer holidays – 2 to 27 August 2021 inclusive (excluding 
weekends) – and every school holiday thereafter.
Camp 4 Champs provides a safe, inspiring and exciting multi-skills activity 
camp where children aged 4-14 can have fun, make friends and learn 
new skills. Your child will enjoy a range of 
adventurous, creative and lively activities in a 
sound and secure environment. 
For more information and to book your child's 
place, please visit www.camp4champs.co.uk

*(St Bede’s does not endorse any product, service, company or claims made.)

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/23/heres-why-reporting-your-test-result-is-as-important-as-taking-a-test/?utm_source=29%20April%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/04/23/heres-why-reporting-your-test-result-is-as-important-as-taking-a-test/?utm_source=29%20April%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
http://www.camp4champs.co.uk


Can your child tell a story about their town?
Reigate & Banstead Writes is back! 

Once again we are asking young 
people aged 9-14 to pick up their 
pens and write an original 1,000 
word story all about our area.

The 2020 winner Orla McNally ‘s story A Reigate Pigeon’s 
War was broadcast on local radio and she received the 
first prize of an iPad, awarded to her by the local MP at a 
socially distanced ceremony.

For full details on how to enter, please click here. 
Competition entry forms are available from the English 
department or from the library (students can email them 
to request one). Since launching in 2017, almost 1,500 
stories have been submitted, set in all corners of the 
borough. From Banstead Downs to Earlswood Lakes, 
there is inspiration everywhere.
The deadline for entries is Wednesday 30 June.

Library news
It’s been such a strange year in the library - we miss 

having the younger students choosing books, doing 
their homework, taking part in all the day to day activities 
which normally keep the library buzzing and also helping 
us run the place. We look forward to welcoming them 

back as soon as we are 
allowed to do so.
Meanwhile, we are finding 
new ways to operate, 
including hosting a book 
club for this year's Carnegie 
awards without being able 

to meet up face to face! 22 students from Years 7-13 
have joined our online group, reading the books and 
submitting reviews to the national shadowing website 
(https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/). With the help of 
the performance technicians we are producing weekly 
videos to introduce each of the books, and are hoping 

that it may be possible to allow the group to watch the 
ceremony online when the awards are announced in June 
- subject to government guidelines, of course.
Mental Health Awareness Week (10-14 May)
The stresses and strains of the last year can be damaging 
to our young people's wellbeing. We 
have put together a collection of books 
in the library, chosen especially to 
support students with their mental 
health, and labelled them 'Shelf Help' - 
similar to the collections you will find in 
many public libraries. 
You can see all the books in our 'Shelf Help' collection 
here  - or search 'Shelf Help' on Oliver.
The Reading Agency has also produced lists of 
recommended books for children (click here) and young 
people (click here) which you and your family might find 
helpful.

Art and design competition
Students have been invited 

to enter a competition to 
design a poster for their very 
own movie or play, choose a 
title and use their poster to 
bring their movie to life! The 
winner receives 30 cinema 
tickets for their class.
Deadline for entries is Friday 
11 June and should be emailed 
to Mrs Stainthorpe (sp@st-
bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

The Big Ask
During Mental Health Awareness Week, students were 

told about ‘The Big Ask’, a survey for the Children’s 
Commissioner for England. It is the largest ever survey of 
children and young people in England. It will be used to 
show the government their views and what children need 
to live happier lives. The surveys are divided into age 
brackets and will only take 5-10 minutes to complete. We 
are encouraging all of our students to respond as this is 
their opportunity to tell the people who run the country 
and their local area what they think needs to change 
to make their lives better. Students can access the site 

by following the link below. At St Bede’s we work hard 
to ensure that we respond to the views of our students 
and have been using Pupil Voice and citizenship drop in 
sessions to collect students' views. These will be used to 
shape the citizenship curriculum for the following year. 
We’ve had some fantastic suggestions ranging from 
American politics to issues of race, the use of language 
and celebrating diversity. There is also a link for parents/
carers and adults who work with children to complete a 
questionnaire too. For more information, visit
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/

New 24/7 freephone 
mental health crisis line
A new 24/7 mental health crisis line for children, 
young people (up to 18, including those with Special 
Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)) and their 
families and carers in Surrey has been launched. The 
freephone number is 0800 9154644. No referral 
is needed. The crisis line is staffed by a team of 
experienced, trained call handlers and mental health 
nurses. A key aim of the crisis line is to help support 
young people, carers and families within their own 
homes.

https://reigateandbansteadwrites.com/how-to-apply-for-reigate-banstead-writes-2020/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
https://stbedes.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/search?search=%5B%5D&facets=%5B%7B%22field%22%3A%22resourcecollection%22%2C%22terms%22%3A%5B%22Shelf%20Help%22%5D%7D%5D&useListInput=true&isReloadFacets=false&searchField=KEYWORD&searchTerm=shelf%20help&operator=bestMatch&available=false&includeNonPhysical=true&reviewedOnly=false&isAcceleratedReader=false&dataFile=false&sort=%7B%22field%22%3A%22relevanceRanking%22%2C%22direction%22%3A%22desc%22%2C%22label%22%3A%22Relevance%22%2C%22active%22%3Atrue%2C%22asc%22%3Afalse%7D&pageSize=20&listUuid=894ee3770a0a0a2e404425490032318f&origin=&facetGroupSize=%7B%22type%22%3A1%2C%22format%22%3A0%2C%22branch%22%3A1%2C%22gmd%22%3A1%2C%22publicationyear%22%3A8%2C%22resourcecollection%22%3A1%2C%22author%22%3A36%2C%22series%22%3A16%2C%22subject%22%3A50%2C%22genre%22%3A0%2C%22publisher%22%3A27%2C%22corporateauthor%22%3A0%2C%22topiclist%22%3A1%7D
https://stbedes.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/search?search=%5B%5D&facets=%5B%7B%22field%22%3A%22resourcecollection%22%2C%22terms%22%3A%5B%22Shelf%20Help%22%5D%7D%5D&useListInput=true&isReloadFacets=false&searchField=KEYWORD&searchTerm=shelf%20help&operator=bestMatch&available=false&includeNonPhysical=true&reviewedOnly=false&isAcceleratedReader=false&dataFile=false&sort=%7B%22field%22%3A%22relevanceRanking%22%2C%22direction%22%3A%22desc%22%2C%22label%22%3A%22Relevance%22%2C%22active%22%3Atrue%2C%22asc%22%3Afalse%7D&pageSize=20&listUuid=894ee3770a0a0a2e404425490032318f&origin=&facetGroupSize=%7B%22type%22%3A1%2C%22format%22%3A0%2C%22branch%22%3A1%2C%22gmd%22%3A1%2C%22publicationyear%22%3A8%2C%22resourcecollection%22%3A1%2C%22author%22%3A36%2C%22series%22%3A16%2C%22subject%22%3A50%2C%22genre%22%3A0%2C%22publisher%22%3A27%2C%22corporateauthor%22%3A0%2C%22topiclist%22%3A1%7D
https://tra-resources.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/entries/document/4839/Reading_Well_for_children_book_guide_final.pdf
https://tra-resources.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/entries/document/1484/Reading_Well_YP_overview_titles_2021.pdf
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/


Having left St Bede's in 2019, Alice is in 
her second year of an apprenticeship 
with PwC as a Junior Management 
Consultant, which she researched and 
applied for after receiving information 

in the sixth form bulletin; she had also 
applied to university and had several offers. 

This September, after completing the apprenticeship, 
Alice is looking forward to continuing at PwC on their 
graduate scheme.
In the sixth form, she studied 
A levels in English literature, 
history and politics and was 
part of the senior student 
team. Alice's favourite 
memories of St Bede's are "organising and taking part 

in the RAG Weeks and also the support all her teachers 
showed her throughout her time in the sixth form."
Alice has visited St Bede's to provide careers talks about 
apprenticeships. She wants to share with current Year 12 
students applying for post sixth form options that they 
should "consider all routes available and apply for lots of 
different options if they are unsure. Everyone is different 
and your route after sixth form might not be the same as 
everyone else, but as long as it is right for you, then it is 
the right path."
For students thinking of applying to sixth form at St 
Bede's, Alice says she valued "the strong sense of 
community and support that sixth form gave her in her 
studies, extra curricular activities and post sixth form 
options, which all played a part in making her time in the 
sixth form so enjoyable."

Alice Craig

Celebrating St Bede's Alumni
St Bede's is a fantastic community and is often described as a 'family'. We have had a range of students spanning 

across the last 44 years, some alumni are still with us in a different capacity including as parents, teachers and 
even governors. Over the next few issues we will include some of our alumni and where they are now.

Having left the sixth form in 1996, 
Iain went on to university to study a 
geography degree, which had been his 
favourite subject "because the teachers 
were so much fun." Since then he has 

become an entrepreneur, running several 
successful businesses and decided to 'give 

back' to St Bede's by providing mentoring and joining the 
governing body. 
Iain remembers "feeling like we'd grown up" in the 
sixth form as well as the opportunities he had of great 
trips and experiences including RAG Week. He says 

that returning to volunteer at St Bede's "was absolutely 
GREAT! The spirit of the sixth form that I had when I was 
there is very much still alive" and "there is a feeling of 
excitement, of eagerness to succeed and to find yourself 
in the sixth form that I haven’t seen in any other setting."
Iain recently became a foundation 
governor at St Bede's and also mentors 
sixth form students after volunteering 
with them in 2019. He also attended 
the school careers fair last March, 
providing business related information 
to students in all year groups. 

Iain Maclean

Year 12 library news
Year 12 students will now be starting 

to look forward to their final year 
in school. Some will be starting work 
on EPQ projects after half term on 
topics they might want to research 
and develop. For many students this 

will be their first exercise in academic research and in 
choosing and developing a topic. The library has a wealth 
of resources to help them, as 
well as recommended books 
for students hoping to embark 
on degree level studies - from 
medicine and law through to 
psychology and philosophy, 
reading 'around the subject' is 
always good preparation for 
interviews.

Year 11 celebration
On Friday 14 May we held a virtual celebration 

assembly for all Year 11 students led by Mr Blount 
and accompanied by Miss Woollard who joined from 
home. Each tutor group was televised from their 
classroom, with each tutor saying a few words about 
their time together, almost all for five years. Lisa Pacey 
and her team made them all some celebration cakes.
While we will see a large number of these students 
continue into the sixth form in September, others will 
move on to continue their education elsewhere and 
we wish all of them the very best. Today saw the end 
of their assessments and we hope they enjoy their long 
summer break after a difficult year, 
when most have continued to show 
determination and commitment to 
learning. We hope Year 11s will be able 
to enjoy their prom planned for July. 

Did you go to St Bede's? If you did, join our alumni network. (Click here for more information)
Or join here https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/StBedesSurrey

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/367/alumni
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/sbs

