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Headlines 
The ethos of St Bede's is a shared 

Christian faith which values and 
celebrates our unique identity. We 
celebrate and explore the different 
Christian traditions that make up 
our school as well as gain a better 

understanding of our own denomination.  
As we approach Easter, we look back on what 

has been a busy term for our Chaplains and ethos team. 
Starting the term with a staff INSET day in January, we 
considered the very foundation of our school, specifically 
its uniquely ecumenical nature. We gave staff the 
opportunity to familiarise themselves with the various 
aspects of student support that are available and the use 
of outside agencies along with the many courses that 
are run at St Bede’s. Worship is an integral part of life 
at St Bede’s and it was good to have time on this day to 
look at what we already do well within year teams and to 
consolidate this work moving forward. 
It is wonderful to be able to offer the Chapel to students 
throughout the week and our Chaplains are available for 
1:1 sessions with individual students or to lead discussion 
groups. The Chaplains regularly visit tutor groups to 
support worship, providing further resources and helping 
develop student-led worship within the tutor group setting. 
Following on from the excellent Prayer space provided 
by Sparkfish earlier in the term, it has been lovely for the 
Chaplains to facilitate services in the Chapel for Year 7 and 
8 students during Denominational RE lessons, and we look 
forward to celebrating the end of their KS3 journey with 
Year 9 next term. As we resume normal practice again, it 
has been excellent to welcome local priests to lead once 
again as we continue with live worship. 

The Chaplains also 
work with partner 
organisations to 
offer a number 
of groups to our 
students including 
Surrey Young Carers, 
the KS3 ‘Cocoon’ 
and KS4 ‘Upbeat’ 
boys' courses 

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

looking at self esteem, 
emotional wellbeing 
and confidence, as well 
as the 'Lost and Found' 
course for those dealing 
with bereavement, run 
by Sparkfish. The SVP 
group is going from 
strength to strength and 
has a core team of KS4 

and KS5 students who raise money and help causes in the 
local area. 
As this newsletter goes 
out, the Easter service is 
upon us, and it has been 
lovely to see students 
from every year group 
involved in leading and 
planning, providing the 
readings, prayers and 
music for the rest of the school. Now that year group 
assemblies are back up and running again in the hall, we 
will be using the canteen for KS3 worship too after Easter. 
Seeing students face to face and living out that sense of 
belonging once more has been a joy.  
We seek to explore our faith within an inclusive 
community which works hard to appreciate everyone, 
without ever losing sight of our common faith in Christ.  
We look to live out the Gospel values of charity, love, 
forgiveness, humility and prayer. We believe “Nothing is 
impossible with God” (Luke 1:37) and our embodiment 
of this is supported by all members of the St Bede’s 
community.
God bless.

Mr J Wood, Assistant Headteacher

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Student feedback
"I always leave fundraising events feeling thankful that 
people are willing to give up their own time and money to 
help others. For me, the best part of joining SVP has been 
the fact that it has shone a light on how fulfilling it is to 
give back. Being part of a community within St Bede's has 
made me feel included and has enabled me to feel valued 
and supported."

(Maddie, Year 12)

ParentNewsletter



Our mission at Surrey Stands With Ukraine is to support the people of Ukraine by collecting 
essential medical and search and rescue supplies needed by those on the ground, and 
organising transport to deliver these supplies directly from Epsom to the Polish/Ukrainian 
border. We are collecting physical donations at our Epsom hub (in the Ashley Centre) and 
also cash and card donations, which will go towards transportation costs and other high 
value, life-saving items. 100% of all donations will go to support the people of 
Ukraine. No fees or wages are taken by our volunteers or trustees.
If you would like to volunteer at the centre, donate vital funds or see a list of 
items for donation, please visit https://surreystandswithukraine.org/

Surrey Stands with Ukraine

Diary
Dates to note
4-18 April
Easter holidays
Tuesday 19 April
First day of summer term
Wednesday 20 April
Y7 Polar Expedition talk
Thursday 21 April
Y9 final school booster 
   vaccination - group 1
Music is Back concert
23 & 24 April
Y10 DofE practice expedition
Monday 25 April
Y12 exams - week 1
Tuesday 26 April
i2i information seminar
Wednesday 27 April
Governors resources 
   committee meeting
Thursday 28 April
Whole school mufti
Y9 final school booster 
   vaccination - group 2
Friday 29 April 
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For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar

For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns 
(during school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that school 
staff are unavailable to respond 
to emails during those times. 
Therefore, for support please 
find contact information for 
Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please go 
to  our website Parents > Student 
Wellbeing

It's been a good time for reading: Book Sale, Drop It and Read and World Book Day!
The need for books and reading in war-torn and less affluent areas of the world is as 

great as it ever has been. Our pre-loved book sale in the first two weeks of March raised 
around £100, which has been donated to Book Aid (www.bookaid.org). 
Thank you to all those who supported us by donating or purchasing 
books. All students in Key Stage 3 have also been given World Book Day £1 book tokens 
so we hope some of them will have chosen a new book for themselves. Drop It and Read 
was also a success – everyone in Years 7–9 read for 20 minutes twice a day for the whole 
week. Lovely!

Ms Hill, Mrs Savage, Mr England

Library news

The Friends are really excited to be supporting the ‘Music is Back’ concert on Thursday 
21 April. It’s our first event ‘under new management’ and we have invested in some 

new technology! We will be running a limited bar in the canteen after the event and will 
have card readers to support contactless payments as well as the pre Covid currency of 
cash. We are really looking forward to supporting this wonderful event and meeting many 
of you for the first time.
We also have a save the date for you. On Saturday 7 May our very popular Quiz Night will 
be back. More info will follow soon so please keep a space in your diary for this event.
And finally we can’t sign off for Easter without reminding you all about the Easyfundraising 
app! It’s a really easy way to support your school so if you are ordering anything from 
Easter eggs to new sofas over the holidays remember Easyfundraising. Just Eat, Dominos, 
M&S, John Lewis, Sainsbury’s and many more will all earn us donations. 
Happy Easter from the Friends.

Friends of St Bede's update

Parents of students leaving St Bede’s School at the end of this academic year are 
reminded that money on canteen accounts is run down to a nil balance. No refunds will 

be made of any unspent balances. Please monitor your child's canteen account after the 
Easter break to ensure that they have utilised their available credit. Thank you.

Students' Scopay canteen accounts

Huge congratulations to Matthew Pickering in Year 11 who represented 
England at the SIAB XC races held at Pembrey Country Park in Wales on 

Saturday 26 March 2022. He was part of the English Inter Girls & Boys Mixed 
Relay Team, competing over 4 x 1,500 metres cross country, against the best 
Welsh, Scottish and Irish athletes. Well done Matthew!

Cross Country Gold!

The SIMS Office are often asked for antihistamine tablets for students struggling with 
hayfever, unfortunately, this is not something we are allowed to issue. Please remind 

students to take their antihistamine tablets before school and carry a spare with them.

Hayfever season

https://surreystandswithukraine.org/
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/173/calendar
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/857/calendar-sports-fixtures
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing


This week each year group has had their celebration 
assembly where students have received various end of 

term awards for recognition of highest number of merits, 
attendance and tutor awards for simply being all round 
'eggcellent!' young people. Students received a certificate 
and a small treat from their head of year.  
Mrs Adams, Head of Key Stage 3, has been awarding a 

large number of students in Years 7-9 with a small treat 
for receiving over 60 merits during this term. While 
students who have received over 80 merits were awarded 
a headteacher certificate! A great achievement! Well done 
everyone.
After Easter all merits will be reset and all students will 
have the opportunity to start again.

Celebration assemblies and merits

We are delighted to announce that the total raised for RAG Week 2022 was £15,000. A huge 
well done to our senior student team, all the sixth form and staff involved and to everyone 

who donated. A successful week all round. 

RAG Week update

One of the positive aspects of virtual assemblies is that for certain 
occasions it is lovely for us to be able to celebrate as a whole school 

together, which we would be unable to do in person. The Easter service 
is one such occasion. It was a beautiful experience yesterday to hear the 
service playing throughout the otherwise silent corridors and sharing 
such a special Christian event in unity. The service was planned, prepared, 
performed and recorded by students from all year groups and included 
music, readings, prayers and reflections. A wonderful end to the term.

Easter service

On Wednesday 23 March students and staff were invited 
to wear items of yellow and blue to show support for 

Ukraine and donate £1. The total raised was £2,278 and will 

all go towards the Disasters Emergency 
Committee (DEC) for Ukraine. Thank you 
to everyone who donated.

Day for Ukraine



The in-school COVID-19 vaccination programme will end 
on Friday 1 April. 12 to 15 year olds will still be able 

to access the vaccine outside of school, at a vaccination 
centre, pharmacy or walk-in centre.
Healthy 5 to 11 year olds will be offered the COVID-19 
vaccine from the beginning of April. Vaccinations will take 
place outside of school, in vaccination centres, pharmacies, 
GP surgeries and walk-in centres. Parents of 5 to 11 
year olds will receive a letter from the NHS with further 
information on the vaccine.

For 5 to 11 year old and 12 to 15 year old vaccinations, 
appointments can be booked online: book COVID-19 
vaccination appointments online, at a vaccination centre 
or pharmacy, or find a walk-in COVID-19 vaccination site 
without needing an appointment. Appointments and 
walk-ins can be accessed for 12 to 15 year olds now, 
and bookings will open up for 5 to 11 year olds from the 
beginning of April.

Update on COVID-19 vaccination for 5-11/12-15 year olds

Part of the joy of learning languages at school is the extra-curricular element of 
learning, which we have missed so much since the beginning of the pandemic. 

Fortunately a degree of normality is returning and we were able to take advantage of 
this last week in London. Together with Ms Ospina, Mr Montero and Mr Harris, our 
Sixth Form Hispanists headed off to London on the evening of Thursday 24 March to 
take advantage of the capital’s rich cultural offering, a delight for lovers of all things 
languages. The evening started where every evening should, a food stop! We were 
thankful for Ms Ospina and Mr Montero who guided us to some delicious options at 
an authentic Colombian restaurant where students were able to order in Spanish. 
It must be said that some of us ate a little more than others! Sufficiently fed and 
watered, we headed off to ‘El Teatro Cervantes’ where we watched ‘La Casa de Bernarda Alba’, a famous Spanish play 
written by Frederico Garcia Lorca who our students study during Year 13. The evening was enjoyed by all and it was a joy to 
spend time with our lovely Sixth Formers outside of the classroom. ¡Hasta la próxima!

Sixth Form Spanish trip

National Careers Week Resources
At the beginning of March we supported National 

Careers Week. We provided students with a link via the 
student bulletin to a wide variety of Careers information 
and resources to help them with their ‘next step’ decisions. 
We would encourage all students to watch the videos, 

take part in the quiz and click on the useful links to career 
websites which will become more and more important 
as they approach school leaving age.  You can access the 
Careers Week 2022 Resources document here. 

Year 12 Work Experience
All Year 12 students should have submitted their ‘Own 

Placement’ forms to school.careers@st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk. If you are awaiting forms from employers or are 
having any difficulties with finding a placement please 
contact Mrs Twigg to discuss. 

If you are an employer and/or one of our alumni and would 
be willing to offer a Year 12 student work experience 
between 13-17 June, please contact Mrs Twigg at school.
careers@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.

A reminder to parents/carers to that National 
Online Safety (NOS) provide a wide range of 

free useful information and advice about how to 
stay safer online, which is even more important 
during the holidays. You can sign up to receive guides 
by email or you can follow them on social media. 
To find out more, go to their website www.
nationalonlinesafety.com. Or for Facebook go to www.
facebook.com/NationalOnlineSafety
You can find further resources on our website about 
online safety and access a range of student wellbeing 
resources and links.

Staying safer online
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