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Headlines 
Over the last week or so I have been 

carrying out a number of lesson 
drop ins specifically in the English 
Department. It has been great to see 
students focused, engaged in the 
lesson and fully participating in class 

activities and discussions. It is evident 
from my drop ins that both students and 

teachers are working hard and that there is a great 
learning atmosphere in classrooms. Each teacher has 
their own style but it is lovely to see how all of them 
have created a fantastic rapport with the students that 
they teach.  
In two Year 12 A level English lessons students and 
the teachers clearly had a passion for the subject with 
students constantly seeking out further knowledge and 
understanding. In Year 11 lessons students were working 
hard as they prepared for their summer examinations 
and I was particularly impressed with their grasp of the 
exam specification. Finally, in a Year 7 English lesson one 
student commented to me “I really like English because 
my teacher really helps me to understand and she makes 
every lesson fun.” 
Recently a student left St Bede’s because the family 
were moving out of the area. However, before leaving 
the parent wrote to the school thanking Mrs Collins for 
being an excellent form tutor and also the staff who 
have supported their child. I would like to share with you 
an extract from this correspondence.  
Feedback from a Year 9 parent
"X and I both wanted to let you know how much she has 
enjoyed having you for her form teacher. You have been 
the most amazing support to her from the very first day 
of Year 7 and we both feel so blessed that she was lucky 
enough to be in your class. St Bede's truly is the most 
incredibly nurturing community and one of the most 
amazing achievements is that it makes each individual 
child feel valued and cared for. Not an easy task with 
so many pupils in the St Bede's family! But, Mrs Collins, 
I absolutely recognise that you have gone above and 
beyond what would normally be expected, to resolve 
any worries or concerns that your students may have 
had, using an enviable degree of patience, wisdom and 
understanding! X is so incredibly fond of you and I have 
no doubt that you were the main reason that she has 
thrived and developed so much, academically, socially, 
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confidence-wise and indeed in all other respects whilst under 
your remarkable care."
At St Bede’s we are not perfect but we do try our best to 
provide the best possible experiences within the classroom 
alongside excellent pastoral care. I seem to write this a lot 
to parents/carers but it genuinely means a lot to receive 
all the positive comments and feedback. I think this also 
demonstrates how closely we try and work with parents/
carers and how supportive you are to the school. It most 
definitely motivates us to keep going and to try our best!
God bless.

Mr A Powell, Headteacher

ParentNewsletter

RAG Week has officially 
launched today with 

the RAG Fayre across both 
lunchtimes. There is much 
excitement about RAG Week 
around the whole school as 
it is most students' (and staff's) favourite event of the year.
Sixth form students are eager to raise money to support their 
four chosen charities - Teenage Cancer Trust, St George's 
Hospital, The Royal Marsden and DEC Ukraine Humanitarian 
Appeal. Senior students have organised some excellent 
lunchtime shows next week. We will share more about RAG 
Week events in the next newsletter.
Tickets for the lunchtime shows are not transferrable to 
alternate days/shows. Students will need their tickets for 
each show. If students have not yet purchased tickets for the 
lunchtime shows, senior students will be selling them each 
morning next week during tutor time.
Monday Would I Lie to you? to both KS3 and KS4/5; 
Tuesday - Taskmaster KS4/5;  
Wednesday - Bede’s Got Talent KS3; 
Thursday - Lip Sync Battle KS4/5; 
Friday - RAG Showcase both KS3 
and KS4/5.
If you would like to donate 
online to RAG Week please visit 
https://www.givewheel.com/
fundraising/573/st-bedes-school-
rag-week-2023/

RAG Week 2023 is here!
20-24 March
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Specsavers Surrey Youth Games Young 
Ambassadors
Four students, Finlay Olver (Y7), Hayley Bleach (Y8), Oluwanifesi 

(Y10) and Oluwapelumi (Y8) Tunji-Thomas have been selected 
to represent Reigate and Banstead as Young Ambassadors 
for the Specsavers Surrey Youth Games (SSYG). As a Young 
Ambassador, their role is to encourage other students to 
participate in the Games and they have been tasked with 
distributing/displaying event posters, speaking to their class or 
maybe even standing up to speak in assembly!
The SSYG is the largest multi-sport youth event of its kind in 
the Southeast of England, offering FREE local weekly activity 
sessions for those taking part. This unique programme 
brings together 7–16-year-olds from Surrey who often don't 
have access to the sort of sporting opportunities that others take for granted.
The Games are firmly aimed at beginners who might not otherwise get the chance to 
attend clubs or are inactive and put off by the thought of competing against others. The 
focus is on joining in, having a go, and having fun. For more information about SSYG and to 
book, please visit https://www.activesurrey.com/SYG.

Boost your child’s confidence & wellbeing. 

• FREE local sessions for beginners aged 7-16 

• Register now and take part with friends 

• Encouraging, approved coaches who help build new skills 

• Eight activities ranging from dance to basketball (age dependent) 

GGEETT  YYOOUURR  KKIIDDSS  AACCTTIIVVEE  

www.activesurrey.com/SYG 

Skye Taylor in Year 8 recently competed 
in two Taekwondo competitions 

representing Great Britain. She won 
Bronze representing GB in Bulgaria (4-5 
March) and Gold in the Holland Open (12 
-13 March). Skye also trains with Team 
GB on the Olympic pathway. Excellent 
achievements Skye - well done!
Skye is pictured right with GB Olympic 
Gold medalist Jade Jones and three times 
world champion Bianca Walkden.

Taekwondo success

Diary
Dates to note
20-24 March
RAG Week
22 & 23 March
Y12 Virtual parents' evening
Wednesday 22 March
Y9 DTP/MEN vaccinations
Thursday 23 March
Debate competition at South 
Hampstead High School
PwP - Nacoa Swishing event
Friday 24 March
Y13 progress report published
Tuesday 28 March
Y7/11/13 group photographs
The Music of St Bede's concert
Friday 31 March
Y11 action report published
Parent Newsletter (Issue 13)
End of term (3.00pm)
3-7 April
Y12/13 trip to Las Azores
5-10 April
Y12/13 Washington trip
Monday 17 April
Summer term begins
Tuesday 19 April
Oxford University talk
Wednesday 20 April
PwP event: St Giles Trust 
County Lines and gangs talk

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

Under 13s Squash
Ruth Lewis in Year 8 was selected to play for England 

in a recent international squash competition. She is 
currently ranked 8 in the under 13's for Great Britain. 
A fantastic achievement so far and we look forward to 
hearing more about Ruth's squash achievements going 
forward.

R&Be active Easter holiday activities
R&Be active is a programme of activities promoting health and wellbeing to children 

and young people living in the borough. Growing up with less time spent doing physical 
activity, more time sitting in front of a screen and an abundance of high energy foods has 
made it harder for young people to maintain a healthy lifestyle.
Through R&Be active the council aims to help our young residents to maintain a healthy 
weight, learn new skills, improve self-confidence, enjoy the outdoors, develop social skills 
and improve physical and mental health. R&Be active have a variety of activities on offer 
this Easter from a visit from Animazing to indoor golf, dance, parkour and much more, 
please see full timetable at www.reigate-banstead.
gov.uk/schoolhols.
Spaces are limited so to avoid disappointment 
please sign up as soon as possible. 
Activities are fun and low cost to attend. Some 
families may be eligible for a discount, please see 
the R&Be active website for more information.

https://www.activesurrey.com/SYG
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http://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/schoolhols
https://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/info/20074/health_and_wellbeing/663/randbe_active


Online safety tips
We are sharing National Online Safety posters. Parents are encouraged to monitor 

social media content regularly and have frequent conversations at home about 
staying safe online. While we address this regularly in school, parents/carers are best 
placed to understand their own child's usage. More resources and useful links to help you 
keep children safer online can be found on our school website > parents > online safety.

What Parents & Carers N�d to Know aboutWhat Parents & Carers N�d to Know aboutWhat Parents & Carers N�d to Know aboutWhat Parents & Carers N�d to Know about

NGLNGL

Source: https://ngl.link/#what-s_nglSource: https://ngl.link/#what-s_ngl

NGL (which stands for ‘Not Gonna Lie’) is an app through which users share a link to their Instagram 
story or Twitter account, inviting their followers to give anonymous feedback. The app includes 

some prewritten questions (such as ‘if you could change anything about me, what would it 
be?’), plus the option to ask followers to simply ‘send me anonymous messages’. All 

replies go into the user’s NGL inbox, with the sender remaining anonymous – although 
subscribers to the app can receive hints about who each message was from. 

NGL (which stands for ‘Not Gonna Lie’) is an app through which users share a link to their Instagram 
story or Twitter account, inviting their followers to give anonymous feedback. The app includes 

some prewritten questions (such as ‘if you could change anything about me, what would it 
be?’), plus the option to ask followers to simply ‘send me anonymous messages’. All 

replies go into the user’s NGL inbox, with the sender remaining anonymous – although 
subscribers to the app can receive hints about who each message was from. 

M�t Our Expert
Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and researcher 
who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber safety 
policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and carried 
out research for the Australian government comparing internet use and 
sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.

We understand that a conversation with your child about the risks 
of anonymous messaging may seem difficult to initiate (especially 
if you aren’t that comfortable with using social media yourself). It is 
vital, however, that young people understand that, for some people, 
having their identity obscured online can make them feel more 
powerful and less accountable for their actions.

EXPLAIN ANONYMOUS A�S
Regardless of whether a messaging app is anonymous or 
not, it’s a good idea to regularly talk to your child about how it’s 
wise to think through what they’re sharing before they post it. Emphasise 
that nothing is truly private once it’s online. If the post is something your 
child might hesitate to say to someone face to face, then it’s probably not 
the sort of thing they should be writing online either.

THINK BEFORE SENDING

Blocking another user on NGL will prevent them sending anonymous 
messages to your child in the short term – although a determined 
abuser could get around that obstacle simply by setting up a new 
Instagram account. If your child continually receives negative messages 
that upset them, it might be worth encouraging them to consider whether 
they really need to use the app at all.

DEALING WITH NEGATIVITY
To avoid your child running up an eye-watering bill through an NGL 
subscription (or indeed any kind of costly in-app purchases), go into 
the settings on whatever devices they use to go online and either disable 
the ability to make purchases or protect that function with a password. If 
those options aren’t available, it’s prudent to ensure there aren’t any 
payment methods linked to their account.

BLOCK IN-A� PURCHASES

WHAT ARE 
THE RISKS?

ANONYMITY AND 
OVERSHARING
Anonymous messaging gives 
rise to the ‘online disinhibition 
effect’, which causes users to feel 
detached from their words and 
actions in the digital world. This can 
make young people in particular (as 
they tend to act more impulsively 
online) far more likely to disclose 
personal information on the 
internet, as well as making 
ill-advised confessions or revealing 
their fears and insecurities.

PROTECTION FOR 
BU� IES
Having their identity hidden 
makes bullies feel safe from 
repercussions, so anonymous chat 
sites are a major avenue for 
cyberbullying. NGL claims to use AI 
to filter out insulting terms, but our 
expert sent a range of such phrases 
(starting with ‘cow’ and ‘ugly’, and 
becoming progressively more 
offensive) to a ‘dummy’ account. All 
of these trial messages were 
delivered to the recipient’s inbox. 

COSTLY 
SUBSCRIPTIONS
NGL offers a subscription where – 
for a weekly fee – users can unlock 
hints about who’s been messaging 
them, including the sender’s 
approximate location and which 
device they used. Young people will 
naturally be extremely curious about 
who sent which message (especially 
if they have a lot of Instagram or 
Twitter followers) and may be unable 
to resist spending money to find out.

INFLATED 
ENGAGEMENT
In June 2022, NGL had to revise its 
terms of service: informing users if a 
message was sent by the app’s 
developers as opposed to genuine 
followers. It emerged that, 
previously, NGL’s makers had 
attempted to boost engagement 
with the app (as well as enticing 
users to pay for subscriptions) by 
sending fake anonymous messages 
from bots. This update was rolled 
out very quietly by the team.

QUESTIONABLE 
SU�ORT
NGL does have a ‘report this 
message’ button for users to flag 
upsetting content. After sending a 
message, however, an automated 
reply arrives stating “… NGL is 100% 
anonymous and we have no way of 
knowing the identity of the user and 
would not be able to find out, even if 
we tried.” This did not fill our expert 
with confidence that the app can 
address bad behaviour adequately.

A�IDENTA� Y 
GOING VIRAL
The messages on NGL itself are 
anonymous, but users can share 
these messages via their Instagram 
story or Twitter feed – enabling all 
their followers (or anyone, if their 
accounts are set to ‘public’) to see 
them. If a young person has 
disclosed something embarrassing 
or identifiable on NGL without 
realising, this information has the 
potential to be re-shared very 
quickly to a far wider audience.

At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel 
it is needed. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

13+

Important lockers notice

Nacoa Swishing (clothes swap) charity event
Thursday 23 March - 7.00pm - the Drum

If you have any women's clothing donations, please could 
you bring them into school (Main Reception) by Tuesday 

21 March.
Please book your ticket for the evening via this EventBrite 
link. The event will start at 7.00pm, there will be a short 
talk from Abbie Eland and Amy from Nacoa regarding the 
work St Bede's has been doing with Nacoa since September. 
This will be followed by a short talk from Genevieve Duke,

Style Coach, who will be around during the evening to 
support women in finding clothes that suit their colouring 
and body shape. Please bring your own bags to take home 
all your great bargains.
Please note that there will also be representatives from 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) and Cocaine Anonymous 
(CA), should anyone wish to seek support and/or advice 
surrounding  their own or a loved one's drinking and/or 
drug use.

The Friends of St Bede's are looking for some helpers to serve refreshments at this event and at the music concert on 
Tuesday 28 March. If you are available to help out at either event, please email friends@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.

We will be replacing the lockers in the English corridor (numbers 1001 to 1212) during the 
Easter break. If your child has a locker on this corridor they will need to empty it and remove 

their padlock before the end of term. Students have been notified in the student bulletin. Please 
note that if students do not remove the contents or the padlock this will be done for them. We 
will not replace any padlocks or any contents of lockers in these circumstances. If your child needs 
their padlock cut off, they need to notify the SIMS office in plenty of time. Anyone who has been 
allocated a locker on this corridor will be sent an email regarding their new locker after Easter.

Please could all parents who drop off at or collect from 
school be aware of the following. Please could you:

DROP OFF/PICK UP in a safe place a bit further away from 
school to prevent causing congestion and a hazard to other 
drivers, students and other pedestrians. 
ENCOURAGE students to cross the road in a safe place away 
from parked cars, including parents' cars.
TURNAROUND in a safe place further along the road and 
never directly outside the school, in neighbours' driveways. 
Please do not turnaround in the school entrance or exit.

PARK considerately when waiting 
outside the neighbouring houses, 
preferably a bit further away from 
school to avoid congestion and avoid 
blocking driveways. Please do not park directly opposite the 
school entrance or exit as this restricts access for buses/
coaches that service the school.
We are very grateful to parents who already do this. Thank 
you for your continued support.

Driving safely

We met at Gatwick Airport at 5.00am, prepared for a full 
day of travelling and exploring. A short 2-hour flight 

to Madrid Barajas Airport had us in the city centre by about 
midday, and we took the bus to our hotel, eagerly looking at 
the city out of the windows.
Our hotel’s central location (a two minute walk from 
Puerta del Sol) allowed us to explore the city’s sights and 
attractions easily. Where we couldn’t make our way on 
foot, we used the local bus and occasionally the metro, to 
navigate the city. The freedom to eat lunch wherever we 
chose allowed us to savour some of Madrid’s most famous 
traditional dishes and snacks. We also splurged on various 
types of traditional Spanish turrón to share with our family 
and friends, as well as typical souvenirs.
Our seemingly ambitious itinerary actually ended up 

allowing us ample time to explore 
parks, museums - and Madrid’s 
notorious shopping district, Gran 
Via - to the fullest extent. The 
Bernabeu Stadium, (home of Real 
Madrid since 1947) Plaza Cibeles and Parque el Retiro 
were few of many attractions we visited alongside various 
museums including the Reina Sofia museum and Museo del 
Prado, where we admired artworks and sculptures from the 
likes of Francisco Goya, Diego Velázquez and Caravaggio.
We are all very grateful to Ms Ospina and Mr Gomez for 
having delivered us such an enriching cultural experience in 
which we were able to practise some ‘everyday’ Spanish and 
immerse ourselves in the local culture. 
Students also wrote a trip blog to read it click here.

A level Spanish trip written by Miriam Matata, Year 12 student

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/830/online-safety
https://stbedessch.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/NOS-safe-and-healthy-habits-online.pdf?ts=1679064333651
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/swishing-evening-in-aid-of-nacoa-tickets-501784690517
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https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1581/trip-blog-madrid-2023


Right now, millions of people in the UK regularly 
experience hunger. Yet tonnes of surplus fresh food is 

thrown away every day. The Felix Project sets out to change 
this. No one should have to go hungry.
The Felix Project collects fresh, nutritious food that cannot 
be sold and delivers this surplus food to charities and 
schools so they can provide healthy meals and help the 
most vulnerable in our society.

The St Vincent de Paul (SVP) Group at St Bede's decided to 
rise to the challenge and raise some money to support this 
wonderful charity.
A raffle was held on Friday 3 March to raise funds. A big 
thank you to parents, local businesses and to everyone who 
supported, especially the wonderful donors of prizes.
Through your generosity the SVP Group was able to raise 
£429.53 to give to the Felix Project.

The Felix Project fundraising raffle

We are holding a second hand school uniform sale 
on Monday 17 April between 11.00am-1.00pm. We 

have a large amount of good quality items for sale. 
If you are unable to attend at that time but require 
second hand uniform, please email school.shop@
st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk. Items requested need to be 
collected within five working days by parents/carers or 
students. Unfortunately, as the school will be in operation, there is no parking available onsite during the sale. Please park 
considerately and avoid blocking neighbours' driveways - thank you.

Second hand uniform sale

Local Get into Teaching Open
Mornings and Seminars

i2i Teaching Partnership SCITT

The i2i SCITT is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people

Specialist Secondary teacher training provider, passionate
about delivering quality training opportunities in your local
community

Contact Krissy Taylor for more information:

 

 Scan here
to register 

Tuesday 10th January 8.45-11.30am:  Broadwater School, Godalming,
Surrey GU7 3BW

 ktaylor@i2ipartnership.co.uk 

01252 900550

Tuesday 17th January 9.30-11.30am: Cove School, Farnborough,
Hampshire GU14 9RN

Wednesday 25th January 8.45am-11.30am: The Forest School, Winnersh,
Berkshire RG41 5NE

Tuesday 7th February 8.45-11.30am: Howard of Effingham School, Leatherhead,
Surrey KT24 5JR

Saturday 4th February 9.30-11.30am: Weydon School, Farnham,
Surrey GU9 8UG

Wednesday 1st February 8.45am-11.30am: Oxted School, Oxted, Surrey RH8
0AB

Local Get into Teaching 
Open Mornings and Seminars

• Tuesday 21 March at Thamesmead School, 
Shepperton 9.30-11.30am

• Saturday 25 March at Reigate School, Reigate 
10.00am-12.00pm

• Thursday 20 April at Amery Hill 

School, Alton 9.30-11.30am
• Tuesday 9 May at Charterhouse School, Godalming 

9.30-11.30am
• Saturday 13 May at Weydon School, Farnham 9.30-

11.30am

To find out more and book a place, please visit www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-
events or contact Krissy Taylor ktaylor@i2ipartnership.co.uk.

Lost property Music lessons
Please remind your children to check with the SIMS office 

for any missing items before the end of each half term. 
We have a clear out on the first day back after the holidays 
but never dispose of named items. All unnamed lost 
property goes into the lost property room, all named lost 
property which is small enough goes in the register pigeon 
holes and all large named lost property like bags and coats 
etc is kept safely with the SIMS office and students and 
form tutors are informed by email.

Surrey Arts offer music lessons 
which are held during the 

school day at St Bede's School 
and currently have availability 
for drumkit and guitar lessons. 
To find out more and to book, 
please visit surreycc.gov.uk/
music.

T: 01483 519303E: surreyartsmusic@surreycc.gov.uk

Apply online: surreycc.gov.uk/music

In school lessons available

DRUMKIT & GUITAR LESSONS 
SCHOOL
AT ST BEDE’S

https://thefelixproject.org/
http://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events
http://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/443/upcoming-events
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/arts/music
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/arts/music

