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Headlines 
Alongside our academic success, 

St Bede’s also prides itself on its 
excellent pastoral care. Over the last 
12 months we have been able to 
significantly expand the Behaviour 
and Student Support team (BaSS) as 

well as the safeguarding team and I 
am delighted that these vital and highly 

effective teams are the largest that they 
have ever been at St Bede’s. In recent weeks I have 
been working with Miss Eland, our student intervention 
officer, to design an additional counselling and student 
support area. We are so pleased to be able to enhance 
the facilities and resources as well as increase staffing 
to support the pastoral needs of our students.  
We aim to provide consistently high quality support 
for our students throughout their time here, including 
key interventions and the involvement of external 
agencies when necessary. We have been particularly 
impressed by our art therapist; a new addition to 
our intervention team. She joined us this year on a 
pilot scheme from Wey Valley College and is making 
a significant difference to the students she is working 
with. The new chaplaincy team has also placed us in a 
very strong position to provide support and wellbeing 
for students. Our chaplains are available to students 
during the school day for face to face sessions and to 
offer support, guidance and reassurance; it is fantastic 

to have three wonderful and talented chaplains at St 
Bede’s representing each Christian tradition.
All adults in the school are safeguarding trained 
and committed to the safety and wellbeing of our 
students. In recent months, some staff have been sent 
emails at the weekend or during holidays by parents/
carers and/or students concerning safeguarding 
matters. However, staff are not available to respond 
to emails at these times and it is worrying to think 
that something important may remain unaddressed 
and that a student or family may not receive the 
help and support they need at the time they need 
it. In response to this concern, we have added a 
safeguarding statement at the bottom of all school 
emails as well as provided staff with an automatic 
email response for them to activate at weekends 
and during holidays, giving helpful organisations 
for parents, carers and students to make contact 
with as necessary. There is also a list of helpful 
external support agencies and apps available on our 
website (link); if you have an urgent concern for the 
wellbeing of a child and school support is unavailable 
please do use these links. If you need to alert us 
to a safeguarding concern about any child please 
do contact the safeguarding team using the email 
address: dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk or contact your 
child’s head of year.
Wishing all families a lovely weekend.

Mrs A Adams

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Year 13 feedback
“During my time in the sixth form and my whole school life at St Bede’s I have been most appreciative 
of my teachers consistently supporting me throughout the good and challenging times.”

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

Year 8 electives: This IS rocket science
This term Year 8 are learning about rockets as part 

of the summer term electives. We have spent a 
few lessons researching and trialling different ways of 
propelling rockets, whilst also investigating the need for 
streamlining and the engineering of the rocket structure. 
We finished by firing our air rockets across the field, with 

the help of Mr Payne and his rocket launcher, to find out 
whose rocket was the best. Despite the terrible weather 
the majority of the rockets travelled an impressive 
distance, the whole way across the field, with only a 
couple exploding on take off. One of the highlights was 
definitely pushing the big red button!

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding


Diary
Dates to note
Monday 21/Tuesday 22 June
Y11 DofE Expedition
21-25 June
KS3 Drop it and read week
Tuesday 22 June
New Y7 parents' virtual 
  information released
Monday 28 June - Thurs 1 July
Y10 geography fieldtrips 
(different groups each day)
Friday 2 July
INSET day 4
_______________________

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable 
to respond to emails during 
those times. Therefore, for 
support please find contact 
information for Surrey 
Children's Services at the 
bottom of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to www.st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk/1155/support-and-
safeguarding

Duke of Edinburgh volunteering
We are proud of our students who have 

continued to participate in the DofE Award 
over the last 12 months during the pandemic. They 
have showed real determination and excellence 
while developing their chosen skills and activities, 
as well as providing service by volunteering.
We received a certificate from the DofE 
congratulating students at St Bede's School for 
the accumulation of hours that have been spent 
volunteering between April 2020 and March 2021. 
The total was 507 hours which equates to a social 
value of £2306.85.
Well done everyone, keep up the good work!

Keep Covid-19 at bay
• Test regularly and report 

results to school and NHS
• Students should aim to 

stay safe outside the 
classroom by following the 
government restrictions for 
meeting up

• Remember Hands – Face – 
Space – Fresh air

Last week was mufti 
day for the Year 7 

chosen charity which 
this year is The Olive 
Tree, an independent 
charity providing a range 
of support services to 

cancer patients, their carers and families. Thank you 
to everyone who donated money in October for all 
the mufti days throughout the year; £900 will be 
donated to The Olive Tree. If you would like to find 
out more, please go to 
www.olivetreecancersupport.org.uk

Mufti day for Year 7 charities

Exciting activity camp* - new location
Wondering how to entertain the kids during the school holidays? Camp 4 
Champs has teamed up with The Warwick School to run a sports multi-skills 
activity camp and they are excited to be running in the summer holidays, and 
every school holiday thereafter. 
Camp 4 Champs provide a safe, inspiring and exciting multi-skills activity 
camp where kids aged 4-14 can have fun, make friends and learn new skills. 
Your child will enjoy a range of adventurous, 
creative and lively activities in a sound and 
secure environment. 
For more information and booking feel free to 
visit www.camp4champs.co.uk

*(St Bede’s does not endorse any product, service, company or claims made.)

Thank you

who spent

 to the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award participants

from

volunteering between 
1 April 2020 and 3 1 March 2021. 

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, we are immensely proud 
of the dedication, effort and achievement of our participants.

The social value of these hours is

May 2021

R U T H  M A R V E L  C E O

£2306.85

507 hours

St Bede's School

From next week the music department is delighted to be able to offer choir 
rehearsals after school on a Monday and Tuesday to the following year group 

bubbles. Classroom locations can be found in the student bulletin.
Monday 3.00 - 3.45pm Year 10 and Year 9
Tuesday 3.00 - 3.45pm Year 7 and Year 8
We are really excited to be making music again and have some 
great songs to rehearse. We look forward to seeing familiar faces back in the 
department and meeting newcomers too - everyone is welcome! We can't wait 
to make music together. 
Please remember that you will need to socially distance whilst singing even in 
bubbles so be prepared for this.

Music extra-curricular

http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/1155/support-and-safeguarding
http://www.camp4champs.co.uk


Important summer travel 
notice
The government announced that from Monday 17 

May, international travel can gradually resume as 
destinations are added to England’s ‘green list’. Parents/
carers are reminded that people should not travel 
to ‘amber’ and ‘red’ countries, and that strict rules 
on testing and quarantine remain in place to protect 
public health and the vaccination programme. Further 
information can be found in the guidance on red, amber 
and green list rules for entering England.
Please note that the children of families choosing to 
travel to countries where they need to self isolate on 
return will not receive remote learning during their self 
isolation.

Library news
‘Virtual’ Carnegie Book Club
Every spring, CILIP: The library and information 
association - invites reading groups in libraries, schools 
and homes to get involved with 'shadowing' the selection 
process for the best children's books published that year. 
The young people taking part follow the judging for the 
CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals; they read, 
discuss and review the books on each shortlist, engage 
in reading related activities which they can share online, 
and vote for their favourites to win the Shadowers’ 
Choice Awards.
We have not been able to have our usual weekly 
meetings in the library, but we have managed to run the 
club virtually. We are really proud to say that this year 24 
students, ranging from Year 7 to 13, have signed up to 
be part of this year’s Carnegie Club, which is incredible 
given the tumultuous year we’ve all had. Mrs Savage and 
Ms Hill have been working hard behind the scenes to 
bring information to the club members via our dedicated 
Carnegie Club Google Classroom pages. Every week they 
have put together short videos which offer information, 
reviews, extracts and contextual information about 
the books on the shortlist. Thanks to our performance 

technicians, Mr Dryer and Mr Nye, for their patience 
and expertise in collating these videos. This year the 
Carnegie Club has presented new challenges, but new 
opportunities too and we really hope to see the students 
back in the library for next year!
The winners of both the Carnegie and Kate 
Greenaway Medals were announced on 16 
June at a live-streamed ceremony in London. 
The winning books are ‘Look Both Ways’ 
by Jason Reynolds and ‘Small In The City’ 
by Sydney Smith respectively and all the 
shortlisted books are available to borrow! 

R&B Writes Competition – writers 
wanted
A reminder that students in Years 7-9 have until 30 June 
to finish their stories and submit them to the library.
Stories must be set somewhere in Reigate and Banstead 
Borough and no more than 1000 words.
(Entry forms available from the library 
or English teachers.)
Click here for more details...Exciting!

Year 12 geography trip
As part of their Geography A level NEA, Year 12 

geography students headed for the coast. Under 
the able leadership of Matt from Leeson House field 
study centre, they worked really well together to collect 
data for their investigations into the sea defences and 
beaches along the coast in Christchurch Bay.  

Unlike the fieldtrip after storm Alex last October, this 
time we had beautiful blue skies, warm sunshine, 
shimmering seas and lapping waves. It was great to be 
out again and we were also able to enjoy the moment, 
together with the occasional impromptu 'wave off' 
competition.  

Let's all talk mental health
A reminder that Let's all talk mental health are holding 

live webinars every Monday at 8.00pm with in-
house experts and different subjects each week; each 
session will include a live Q&A session. You can register 
to either join live or watch the recording up to 30 days 
after the live event. Feedback from parents/carers and 
staff so far has been very positive. The June sessions are:
Monday 7 June - (recording available) - An introduction 
to understanding anxiety in teens
Monday 14 June - (recording available) - How to 
recognise and deal with OCD in teens
Monday 21 June - 8.00pm (live) - Coping with teenage 
anxiety - strategies and approaches
Monday 28 June - 8.00pm (live) - Finding a healthy 
balance for managing teen anxiety.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england?utm_source=28%20May%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england?utm_source=28%20May%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://reigateandbansteadwrites.com/how-to-apply-for-reigate-banstead-writes-2020/


Celebrating St Bede's Alumni
Continuing to celebrate our alumni and their memories of St Bede's, below are two more. Students from St Bede's 

 go on to a variety of higher education and careers and we encourage whichever pathway suits each individual.

Daniel has nearly completed his first 
year of being a doctor and says, "like 

many final year medical students, I was 
graduated slightly early to assist on the 
frontline." He is currently working at St 

George's Hospital in Tooting which he 
says, "given the interesting cases that 

come here, is an excellent place to train." Daniel studied 
medicine at Cambridge after completing A levels in 
biology, chemistry, maths, further maths and physics in 
the sixth form. The sciences were definitely his favourites 
and he says, "I was fascinated by the complexity of life." 
Daniel has fond memories of dressing up and enjoying 
the various fun events during RAG week and he still 
considers that joining the sixth form now would be "a 
great decision. The friends I made in my later school 
years and at sixth form are friends for life. I received a lot 
of help and support from my teachers and head of sixth 
form, all of which helped me to be where I am today."

He says to those 
considering applying 
to university, "Be 
yourself! Don’t be 
afraid to pursue 
your interests and 
work hard in doing 
so. There’s a lot of 
financial help and 
support out there – so the cost of going to university 
shouldn’t be a barrier to your ambition," and "for me, I 
got far more out of university than academia. It was a 
time of great personal development." 
"Equally, I would definitely put a lot of thought into 
choosing the right course. I feel I’m definitely not in the 
majority with knowing what I wanted to do at that age, 
so don’t worry if you don’t know! I have friends who 
found taking a gap year very useful."

Daniel Hart

Claire, who has one daughter in Year 
 8 and another joining in September, 

remembers loving being part of RAG 
Week in Year 12 when she filmed 
the fashion show with her best 

friend Chris. Her favourite subject 
was German and she says, "it was funny 

seeing her teacher Mr Dawson (who recently retired) 
at parents' evening" when her daughter was in Year 
7. Claire says "there were many opportunities when I 
was a student, but now I see the school from a parental 
perspective and I'm overwhelmed by the dedication of 
the staff and their communication channels in ensuring 
each child's welfare. I'm hoping to see my own daughters 
in school concerts and displaying artwork in exhibitions 
at school and I know I'll feel really old once they hit RAG 
Week themselves in Years 12 and 13!"

Claire's mum also worked at St Bede's in the admissions 
team and for the headteacher at the time, Mr Marcus, so 
she felt comfortable here before she even started.
After leaving St Bede's she went on to study media and 
film as well as completing City & Guilds in photography 
and TV and film production.
Claire says that she chose St Bede's because it was the 
best choice for both of her daughters, but for different 
reasons because they have different academic needs. 
She says that, "St Bede's offers a lot of opportunities in a 
plethora of activities and subjects, while also offering a 
more nurturing, caring environment" and "educational 
and pastoral requirements have changed over the years 
and it's good to feel that both are covered to the same 
standard at St Bede's."

Claire Blay

SIMS office notices
Year 9 HPV vaccinations
The catch up for the second dose of the HPV vaccinations 
which were initially scheduled for last year will take place 
on 15 and 16 July.
Medication
All medication held by the SIMS office should be 
collected before the end of term in order for parents to 
review and check it. Emergency medication can be sent 
in from the first day of term in September accompanied 
by an up to date Individual Healthcare Plan (IHP)/
authorisation form to administer medication in school.

Lockers
All students must clear their lockers by the end of the 
summer term and remove padlocks. All lockers will be 
reallocated in September. Students will be informed of 
their new locker number by their form tutor on the first 
day of term.
Lost property
Please ask your child to check with the SIMS office for 
any lost items before the end of term. All remaining lost 
property will be disposed of after the end of term.

Did you go to St Bede's? If you did, join our alumni network. (Click here for more information)
Or join here https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/StBedesSurrey

2014 Cambridge students with Mrs Tottey

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/367/alumni
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/sbs

