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Headlines 
Over the last two weeks I have been 

incredibly impressed with students 
right across every year group. Last 
Thursday it was wonderful to be sat 
back in the main hall watching our 
talented musicians perform in the 

school music concert. It always amazes 
me to see how gifted and talented our 

students are. Equally it was fantastic to welcome back 
into school parents, grandparents and primary school 
colleagues. As always Miss Mitchell and her music 
department put on a brilliant performance!
Earlier this week I was extremely pleased to read the 
reports on our Year 10 and 11 Duke of Edinburgh students.  
The feedback on the practical expedition last week was 
highly complimentary about our students. It is clear that 
the students in Year 10 and 11 who are participating 
are showing great determination and working together 
extremely well. I am very grateful to Miss Maile, Mr 
Kreuchen and all the other staff involved who give up 
their weekends so that students can take part in the 
expeditions.  
You will see in this newsletter successes of Year 9 girls who 
recently won the Surrey U15 rugby cup and have made the 
national cup final. Well done to all of them! Furthermore, 
I have recently met a number of students in Years 7-9 to 
award them their 80 and 100 merits certificates as well 
as vouchers. Everyday at present I am being informed of 
student successes.  
I am grateful to all those parents/carers who contact the 
school to share extra-curricular successes. Please keep 
doing this as it is great to celebrate this in school with 
students and staff.

Wishing you all an 
enjoyable bank 
holiday weekend.
God bless.

Mr A Powell, 
Headteacher

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Parental feedback
"It was such a blessing for us to share the occasion tonight 
and to hear such amazing performances...I was also very 
touched by how normal the 'video' appeared showing 
school life [RAG Week]. It was a very pertinent reminder 
that all the staff have continued to battle through 
and have worked so hard to maintain a normal school 
experience in very abnormal times. We are very grateful 
indeed."                                                   (Year 7 and 9 parent)

ParentNewsletter

After two years of no live 
performances, music came 

back with a bang last Thursday! 
The concert was opened by the 
senior orchestra, followed by a 
series of solos, the saxophone 
group, Slide, the senior choir, 
performances by Year 13 music 
students and ended with a second 
selection from Slide. It was 
wonderful to see the hall packed 
with a real live audience of family, 
friends and staff and the support 
for the students was invaluable 
and very welcome. 
We are so proud of the incredibly 
talented students and grateful 
to the Friends and everyone who 
helped make the event happen.
"I just wanted to write to say a 
huge thank you for last night’s 
concert. It was an absolute joy 
to watch so many young people 
involved in making such high 
quality music!!" (Parent feedback)
See website news blog for more photos.

'Music is Back' Concert



After a two year break, this annual event is back in Reigate Priory Park this Sunday. If you 
have not already registered to take part, come and support those who are in the adult or 
junior 1 mile fun runs and the adult 5 mile road race. The day runs from 10.30am–3.00pm 
and will be full of sports taster sessions, sports demonstrations, food, 
drink and other stalls. There will be a climbing wall, bouncy castle and 
trampolines, all making for a full and fun family/community day out in 
Priory Park Reigate.
This year we are running a most fit school/
college competition, so come and support 
your school to win.

YMCA Fun Run & Sports Festival - 1 May

Diary
Dates to note
Monday 2 May
Bank holiday
3-6 May
Y10 exams (1)
Friday 6 May
Y12 Leeson House visiting
Saturday 7 May
Friends Quiz Night - 7.00pm
9-13 May
Mental Health Awareness week
Y7 exams (1)
Monday 9 May
Y12 Biology Wakehurst trip
Tuesday 10 May
Y11 celebration assembly
Friday 13 May
Parent Newsletter (Issue 14)
Y13 leavers service & ball
16-20 May
Walk to School Week
Y7 exams (2)
23-27 May
Y8 and Y9 exams (1)

For GCSE/A level exams, 
students need to check their 
personal timetables.
For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns 
(during school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that school 
staff are unavailable to respond 
to emails during those times. 
Therefore, for support please 
find contact information for 
Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please go 
to  our website Parents > Student 
Wellbeing

Lexi Potter, in Year 11, has recently played for England women’s 
under-17s helping to produce an outstanding performance to defeat 

Croatia 8-0 in their final UEFA Under-17 European Championship 
qualifier. Lexi scored two of the eight goals. Unfortunately, the Young 
Lionesses' final score was not quite enough to secure their qualification 
for this summer's EURO's finals. 

Lexi is team captain of the Chelsea FC 
Women's U16s who played in the FA Girls Youth Cup Final 
against Manchester City on Saturday 23 April when the team 
totally smashed it, winning the cup with a 3-0 score. Amazing 
news Lexi!

England women's U17 football 

We had a great time supporting 'The Music is Back' concert. It was good to get our 
first event under our belts and lovely to meet so many people, there was a really 

good buzz throughout the entire evening. We particularly loved having a sneaky listen 
as we were setting up! The card readers worked, which was a relief. A big thanks to our 
helpers and to everyone for their generosity on the night which raised a fantastic £156! 
We are very much looking forward to doing it all again for the younger years later this 
term. If there’s any drinks you would really like at our next event please drop us an email at 
friends@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk and we will see what’s possible.
We are excited to hold our next event, which sees the return of the ever popular and fun 
Quiz Night on Saturday 7 May at 7.00pm in the main hall, so if you are able to join us, 
please email friends@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk to book your space.

Friends of St Bede's

Friends of St Bede's update

Huge congratulations to Josh Golliker for winning the Junior Men's National Road Series 
race on Saturday 16 April which took place at the Bovington Tank Training base near 

Dorchester. From reports, it was clear that Josh 
(trainSharp Development Team) had every intention 
of winning the race from the start and showed sheer 
determination and excellence in achieving that goal! 
After experiencing a puncture on his first lap, he 
powered past the others and ended the race with 
a huge lead of 1:21 minutes ahead of the second 
person. Fantastic news Josh! 

British Junior Men's Cycling champion

Images from britishcycling.org.uk taken by 
David Partridge

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/173/calendar
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/857/calendar-sports-fixtures
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing


Mental Health Awareness Week 9-15 May

Old Reigatians’ under 15 girls rugby team, which includes six girls 
from our Years 9 & 10, have had a fantastic season. Last Wednesday 

they won the Surrey Cup beating Guildfordians 29-24 but their greatest 
achievement is that they have made it to the National Cup final on 
1 May. After the qualifying rounds they made it to the final by first 
becoming London and south east champions in the quarter finals 
and south of England champions in the semi finals, where they beat 
Winscombe from Somerset 14-0. In the Final they play Cheltenham 
North, champions of the north of England in the 12,000 seater Sixways 
Stadium in Worcester.
There are six St Bede's students in the squad - Ruby Dingle, Jocelyn De Acetis, 
Tess Hassan, Elspeth Kinniburgh, Ava Magee and Caitlin McGuigan. An amazing season so far and good luck in the Final.

U15 Surrey Cup winners

On Wednesday 20 April, Year 7 were excited to welcome 
Alex Hibbert, a polar expedition leader, to St Bede’s, 

who talked about his incredible experiences and the 
challenges he has faced during his expeditions. During 
the talk, Year 7 heard about how Alex was inspired by 
historic polar expeditions in the late 1800s, and wanted 
to not simply recreate these challenging journeys, but do 
something even bigger and better. Alex spoke about his 
first big expedition, ‘The Long Haul’, where he completed 
a return crossing of the Greenland ice cap, unsupported, 
gaining a World Record which goes undefeated. The main 
topic of the talk was Alex’s more recent expedition, dubbed 
‘The Dark Ice Project’, where he and his teammates were 
planning to travel to the geographic North Pole from a 
remote Inuit community Qaanaaq, in the polar winter. Alex 
spoke about the obstacles (and polar bears!) the team had 
to overcome in training, however, all plans were scuppered 
the day before the expedition was set to begin due to 
an unexpected storm breaking up the sea ice. Instead of 

packing up and 
going home as 
the project was 
now unfeasible, 
Alex and his team 
spent several 
months living and 
learning with the 
community. The real stars of this talk were the dogs which 
Alex and his team bought and trained up, to accompany 
them on their alternative expedition. We heard about 
Dave, the laziest snowdog in Greenland, and the resilience, 
determination and teamwork of not only the humans in the 
expedition, but the dogs as well. Year 7 were a fantastic 
audience and were captivated by the stories Alex had 
to share. Alex was kind enough to take some excellent 
questions from some very enthusiastic students at the end, 
and signed lots of books that students had purchased to 
learn more about his adventures.

Year 7 Polar expedition talk

The team with the Mayor of Reigate & Banstead 

Each year the Mental Health Foundation focuses on a 
theme that impacts our wellbeing and emotional health. 

This year’s theme is loneliness which at first sight appears 
to be an affliction associated with the older generation. 
However, despite schools being huge communities it is clear 
that many of our young people do feel isolated and lonely 
and, as a Head of Year, I have worked with a large number 
who find lunch and break times particularly challenging.
In order to raise awareness of the importance of good 
emotional health and to help reconnect people after two 
very difficult and disjointed years we are trying to get 
students involved in a number of initiatives to bring them 
together. Activities planned include a ‘Freshers Fair Style’ 
Clubs promotion to showcase the extraordinary amount 
of extra curricular opportunities there are at St Bede’s; 
Year 10 are hosting a cake sale on Wednesday 11 May and 
I am planning to work with KS3 one lunchtime in order 
to reconnect the students with each other and nature to 
improve the outside spaces around the school.
This is where I need your help and support please.

While I am no expert, I have enthusiasm and energy but 
need more resources! Please could you see if you have:
• Any spare larger style planters/containers (I already 

have some small ones)
• Bags of compost and any spare plants.
Donations for the gardening challenge can be dropped off at 
main reception, I will be grateful for anything useful!
Other plans involve students designing and writing cards to 
different groups of people and promoting the colour of the 
Mental Health Foundation - green, for hope and renewal. 
On Wednesday 11 May we will be encouraging all students 
to wear a green accessory in support of the cause. Lisa and 
her team in the canteen are always fantastic at promoting 
awareness through inventive baking and I am looking 
forward to their creations.
Together I hope we can reconnect, highlight and tackle the 
problems of loneliness in schools and make a difference to 
the school community.

Mrs S Sharp, Student Mental Health Lead



Walk to School Week - 16-20 May
We are supporting Walk to School Week in May and 

encourage all students (and staff), however far away 
they live, to walk to school, or park and stride (from at 
least 10 minutes away). There are numerous benefits to 

walking at either end of the school day, including social, 
physical and mental health and we can't stress enough how 
important all of these aspects are. 

Just before the Easter break, we were delighted to go on our second trip to Parliament of the 
year, this time with Year 12. On this occasion, A level history students also joined the politics 

students due to the added relevance of the pre-tour 'History of Parliament' film and the fact 
that the tour ends in Westminster Hall, the site of the trial of Charles I and by far the oldest 
part of the building. Once we made it past the various TV news crews and paparazzi waiting 
outside due to Prince Philip's memorial service taking place in Westminster Abbey, we began 

the tour itself and were pleased to find that 
both houses were in session. Although this 
meant that a few parts of the usual tour were 
out of bounds, it did mean that we were able 
to see the ceremonial Speaker's Procession 
at close hand and also watch debates in both the House of Commons 
and House of Lords from the galleries. It was great to see some of the 
traditional pomp and ceremony as well as modern democracy in action.

Mr J Purkiss, Head of Politics

Year 12 politics and history trip

With the summer holiday season fast approaching it is  
a good time to remind parents/carers that if they take 

their children out of school without authority for five or 
more days (which do not have to be consecutive), they will 
be liable to receive a penalty notice.
Currently the amount payable under a penalty notice 
is £60.00 per parent/carer per child if paid within 21 

days. Thereafter the amount increases to £120.00 if paid 
between 21 and 28 days. If the penalty notice remains 
unpaid after 28 days, the Local Authority will consider a 
prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Please note that 
penalty notices are issued per parent/carer per child so a 
family of two parents and two children will receive four 
penalty notices.

Attendance

This weekend we took 71 Year 10 students out for their 
practise DofE expedition and 15 Year 11 to complete 

their rescheduled assessed expedition. We started out at 
Box Hill, the weather was gorgeous and the views across 
the Dorking Gap were breath-taking. The Year 10 students 
walked with their BXM instructors following a route to 
St Bede's. Once arriving at school with tired legs they 
demonstrated their camp craft skills putting up a tent and 
cooking their meals on a stove. The menus on offer were 
one of the best I have seen - hot dogs in a roll, rice and beef, 

pasta and pesto, tomato soup and Year 11 had sticky toffee 
pudding. The next day involved a route across the North 
Downs to Reigate Hill. 
The students excelled themselves in their team work and 
enthusiasm; myself and Mr Kreuchen were so impressed 
with their efforts. The team from BXM summed it up 
by saying 'Working with St Bede's students is always a 
pleasure'. Year 10 students are all now ready for their final 
expedition in July!

Miss A Maile, DofE Coordinator

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Surrey Primary Schools Music Festival
St Bede's students were asked to sing as guest performers 

at the South East Surrey Primary music festival in 
Dorking Halls on Monday 25 April. Under the direction of 
Mr Wood, our upper school students, performing a variety 

of pieces, were extremely well received by the younger 
pupils from various schools within the county, as well as the 
large audience. We received some lovely feedback on the 
performance.


