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Headlines 
This week it has been lovely to be part 

of the Year 11 celebration assembly 
and the Year 13 leavers’ service. It is 
clear that despite all the effects of the 
pandemic the bond between students 
within Year 11 remains extremely 

strong. The year group has created many 
special memories over the last five years 

and have been part of so many success stories. I have no 
doubt that the Year 13 leavers’ service this morning will 
also showcase the happy times this cohort have had over 
the last two years. In many cases, in both Years 11 and 13, 
students have established lifelong friends which is great 
to see. In my recent assemblies I have thanked these year 
groups for all that they have done for St Bede’s. I wish 
them all the very best in their summer examinations and 
I look forward to celebrating their success and efforts in 
August when they receive their examination results.
The school is currently in recruitment season and I am 
working hard to ensure that the school is fully staffed 
with the best possible teachers for September. I will be 
publishing information regarding new staff later this 
term. It has been fantastic to hear the extremely positive 
feedback and comments from candidates as they visit 
St Bede’s. Many of them comment on the work ethic of 
students, the excellent behaviour standards in class and 
around the school, the friendliness of staff and the strong 
sense of community here.
"The students' passion for learning made my first, and 
sometimes daunting, lessons thoroughly enjoyable to teach. 
There has been support at every step of my training, from 
check-ins with mentors to advice in the staff room from 
colleagues; the staff's commitment to students' learning 
and their teaching practice shines through." (SCITT)
In September we have a handful of teachers joining the 
school who are newly qualified, or to use new terminology, 
Early Career Teachers, and we encourage any parent/
carer who is thinking of teaching as a profession to contact 
Tammy Cresswell (tcresswell@i2ipartnership.co.uk) or visit 
the i2i website https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/ to find 
out more information and about upcoming events.
Wishing everyone a happy weekend.
God bless.

Mr A Powell, Headteacher

BELONGING EDUCATION DETERMINATION EXCELLENCE SERVICE

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

External feedback
"Working with St Bede’s students is always a pleasure 
and all Year 10 and 11 students who took part in 
their DofE [practice] expedition last weekend were no 
exception. Filled with enthusiasm and a can-do attitude all 
participants revelled in the challenge DofE had to offer."            

                                       (DofE BXM team leader)

ParentNewsletter

On Tuesday, Year 11 students and their 
form tutors enjoyed their final assembly 

together and it was a hugely entertaining 
occasion. The whole group relived some 
highlights from the last five years with a series 
of photos and videos which created a rather 
emotional reaction. 
The year group had voted for a variety of 
fun student awards, which were handed out 
by Miss Mitchell, these included things like: 
Most likely to become Prime Minister; Most 
contagious laugh; Best hair style and many 
more. We were also treated to some first 
class performances from students and staff, 
who took to the stage to entertain a delighted 
audience and also discovered some 'secret 
super powers' that each of the form tutors 
possess. 
The atmosphere was incredibly positive 
throughout and the students supported and 
appreciated each other in the manner that 
we have come to expect from this group of 
exceptional individuals. Thanks to Lisa Pacey 
and her team for making the traditional 
cupcakes. It was a truly fitting way to end Year 
11.

Year 11 Celebration

https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk


Diary
Dates to note
16-20 May
External exams begin
Walk to School Week
Y7 exams (2)
Monday 16 May
Y8 mindfulness walk
KS4/5 Voluntary Catholic mass
Tuesday 17 May
KS4/5 Voluntary Free Church service
Wednesday 18 May
KS4/5 Voluntary Anglican service
23-27 May
Y8 and Y9 exams (1)
Tuesday 24 May
Y7 Zumba for Lepra
Friends of St Bede's meeting
Wednesday 25 May
St Bede's Feast Day
Friday 27 May
Y11 study leave
Parent Newsletter (Issue 15)
Y12 Action report published
Break up for half term

For GCSE/A level exams, 
students need to check their 
personal timetables.
For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.

For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

Unfortunately, the Friends team had to cancel the Quiz Night which was planned for 
Saturday 7 May due to not enough bookings. However, we are looking forward to 

supporting the next school event and coming up with new ideas to help raise funds for the 
school. The next Friends meeting is at 7.00pm on Tuesday 24 May in room F19. Please do 
come along and find out how you can join in. 

Friends of St Bede's update

“A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops” Henry Adams
Each year, St Bede's School takes on a number of trainee teachers to complete their 
placements. The main provider of these is the excellent i2i Teaching Partnership SCITT. 
i2i is based out of Weydon School in Farnham, with training hubs at Weydon School and 
Reigate School, and trains over 50 teachers across all curriculum subjects.
If you, or someone you know, is thinking about teaching but 
are perhaps not sure if it is the right career for you, the best 
thing you can do is to come into school, meet the teachers, 
trainees and students, observe some lessons and get a feel 
for school life.
i2i run an excellent School Experience Programme which 
offers the chance to observe teaching and pastoral work, 
and the opportunity to talk to teachers about day-to-day 
life in a school. To find out more about the programme 
and book a place, please contact Tammy Cresswell (tcresswell@
i2ipartnership.co.uk). Further information is available on the i2i 
website https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/

Transform, Lead, Inspire - Teach

Thinking of Teaching? Why not spend a 
day in school…

Year 12 Geography
On Friday 6 May the geography department welcomed tutors from Leeson House Field 

Studies Centre in Swanage. Our visitors worked with Year 12 geographers helping 
them prepare for their field trips to Highcliffe and Boscombe in June. The students 
enjoyed a full day of geography learning more about the two places and developing 
their investigation titles and data collection techniques. We are looking forward to two 
successful days of fieldwork which will culminate in a project worth 20% of the A level 
qualification.

Miss Jones, Head of Geography

Former student, Sophie Emeny 
came back to photography 

to give a talk to the Year 10 
and 12 students regarding her 
experience in GCSE and A level 
here at St Bede's and how she 
made her degree choice. Sophie is 
studying Media and Creative Arts 
at the University of Warwick and 
she showed her experience of the course so far, how to fit in at university and what she 
was planning to do next; which included working with a London fashion company and a 
television and film company. Sophie was kind enough to spend the whole day here, during 
which she enjoyed looking at the work of Year 10 and 12 students and offering them 
advice and insights. 
We will also be lucky enough to be welcoming back Flo Hendricks and Aimee Keeley in July 
to talk about their courses in Falmouth.

Alumni photography talk

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/173/calendar
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/857/calendar-sports-fixtures
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.i2ipartnership.co.uk/


Year 9 Charity Day

The Pupil Voice reps met with Mr Blount again this week 
to receive an update on recent investment decisions 

given the go ahead, following their enthusiasm to improve 
the school. New seating and picnic benches will be 
purchased as well as upgrades made to the outdoor covered 
area by the canteen. Also upgrades to our playground bins 
will mean that students are able to make more responsible 
choices regarding recycling and litter disposal. This was well 
received by the group. Mr Blount also praised the group for 
their hard work and the good impressions they left on the 
governors they met with last term. A number of students 
presented and spoke really well delivering their planned 
speeches.

The summer term is a busy one for the Pupil Voice reps. 
Wilson Jones, the canteen company, wishes to meet again 
to discuss ways of promoting environmentally responsible 
behaviours; and Mr Powell, Headteacher, wishes to meet 
to hear how the school can be improved further. Some 
students have shared ambitions to deliver an assembly 
to their year groups to increase the connection between 
the student body and the pupil leadership. I believe this 
attitude demonstrates the growth in confidence and student 
empowerment that the Pupil Voice initiative seeks to 
achieve. Well done to all the students involved.

Pupil Voice update

As you will be aware, students were not in uniform on 
Thursday 28 April due to Charity Day. Year 9 had the 

task of selecting the charity and they chose The Rainbow 
Trust which supports families with a seriously ill child. This 
is a fantastic charity that works locally in Leatherhead by 
helping families from diagnosis, through treatment and 
beyond. All students were encouraged to wear brightly 
coloured clothes (the brighter the better!) in support of this 

charity and it was lovely to see so many 
of them in lots of different colours!
If you would like to read more about what The Rainbow 
Trust does and how the money will support these families, 
please see the links below.
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/support-for-families/for-
parents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmYT-biCcps

Please find a minute to read the following statement 
from Children’s Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza 

and complete the linked survey. Your support would be 
appreciated.
“Family is a core pillar of my work as Children’s 
Commissioner, following ‘The Big Ask’ survey, which 
demonstrated how important families are to children.
Children explained how having a supportive family has a 
positive impact on their lives, from receiving emotional 
support, to being able to talk with family members about 
their worries and aspirations for the future. I have been 

commissioned by government to undertake a review of family 
life across the country.
The family review will seek to understand the composition 
of the modern family. It will explore whether the needs 
of children are understood in the provision of services to 
families, and how we can improve children’s outcomes by 
developing the way public services understand the needs of 
families as a unit.
The answers will help us understand what children think of 
family life and help inform our work”. Please click on this link 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/OCC-family-review/

Children's Commissioner family review

STEM In The Park event - Crawley
Have fun, be inspired, get involved and be part of STEM 

In The Park, organised by STEM Ambassador Hub South 
East in association with Crawley College. A STEM-focused 
FREE community event in the Memorial Gardens, Crawley 
which will encompass a fun and inspirational day of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM). Activities 
including science shows, demonstrations, interactive 
displays for all age groups, careers advice and information 
and much more will be delivered by local employers, 
Higher Education Institutions and Colleges, professional 

bodies, STEM communicators and 
educators. STEM In The Park is aimed 
at inspiring young people to consider STEM subjects and 
the varied careers available in and with STEM in a fun and 
engaging way. It will also provide vital careers information 
to local young people and parents on the many and varied 
opportunities available to them close to home and will also 
support local employers in their efforts to attract local 
talent. To register your interest in this event and receive 
updates of any changes, please click here.

https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/support-for-families/for-parents
https://www.rainbowtrust.org.uk/support-for-families/for-parents
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmYT-biCcps
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-answer/?utm_source=28%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/OCC-family-review/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stem-ambassador-hub-south-east-england-17420938880
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stem-ambassador-hub-south-east-england-17420938880
https://www.crawley.ac.uk/events/detail/2022/05/21/default-calendar/stem-in-the-park
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stem-in-the-park-at-crawley-memorial-gardens-tickets-320694524957


It has been the first chance in a while to really celebrate 
Mental Health Awareness Week and students and staff 

have been fantastic in their support of the various initiatives 
to reconnect with different members of our community. 
Year 7 have written postcards to our new Year 6 intake to 
help them feel welcomed, Year 8 have passed on their good 
wishes to our Year 13s who are leaving today and Year 9 
have written cards that will be sent to local residents in 
care homes. We bonded over a very successful Bake Sale 
on Wednesday and Year 10 surpassed themselves with 
some fabulous cakes and cookies. KS3 nearly consumed the 

entire stock in the first lunch session and we raised over 
£352.90 for the Mental Health Foundation. The atmosphere 
of reconnecting together continued on Thursday with 
members from both KS3 and KS4 helping plant up pots to 
brighten the communal seating area outside the canteen. 
The theme of the week has been loneliness and it has been 
heartening to see students from different key stages mix 
and enjoy being together. Hopefully we have strengthened 
the community spirit of St Bede’s and increased awareness 
of one of our key values, Belonging.

Ms Sharp, Student Wellbeing Lead

Mental Health Awareness Week - loneliness

Old Reigatians (OR) U15 Girls team are celebrating after winning 
the National Cup on Sunday 1 May becoming the best U15 squad 

in England. The score against Cheltenham North was 10-10 with OR 
winning on 1st try rule. The whole squad, which includes several 
St Bede's Year 9s, Ava Magee, Elspeth Kinniburgh and Jocelyn de 
Acetis and Year 10’s Caitlin McGuigan, Ruby Dingle and Tess Hassan 
have worked hard and supported each other over what has been a 
successful season, having won the Surrey Waterfall Cup 10 days earlier. An amazing achievement - well done team!
The team's coach David McGuigan also coaches at school and says, "The after school rugby club at St Bede’s has played 
an important part, as this was where I recruited a number of the girls that played a key part in our win. We believe that 
rugby is a hugely empowering game for girls to play and is the fastest growing sport in the country." David would like to 
encourage any girls to come along and try out the rugby after school club in the autumn term, or for more information 
about Old Reigatians visit https://www.oldreigatianrfc.com.

Rugby National Champions!

East Surrey College Open Day
East Surrey College is holding an Open Event on Saturday 

11 June from 10.00am - 12.30pm. 
Open to all students and their parents looking at next steps 
learning post 16 or post 18, this is the perfect time for 
students to visit, particularly for those students in Year 10 
considering vocational qualifications.
You’ll be able to visit the college in-person and:
• Hear the Principal's Welcome Talk
• Chat 1:1 with tutors across a range of full-time and part-

time courses
• Enjoy a guided tour of the state-of-the-art facilities

• Discover more about 
Apprenticeships, Higher Education 
and T Levels

• Speak to specialist advisers to discuss Additional 
Learning Support

• Talk to finance and bursary advisers for up-to-date 
advice on financial support options.

It is essential that all visitors pre-register here https://www.
esc.ac.uk/about-esc/events/11june-open-event
and provide an email address so that East Surrey College 
can keep you informed of any changes to the event.

Reigate RFC Under 13 boys, which includes our Year 8s Paul Adamus, 
Owen Davis and Lucas Ottley won the Surrey (Beech) Waterfall 

Cup Final against Chobham RFC last Sunday, in a thrilling match 
played in front of a large crowd at Colley Lane, final score Reigate RFC 
60 – 0 Chobham RFC. Credit is due to both teams for playing some 
outstanding rugby, with all the players demonstrating the intensity and 
determination befitting such an occasion. For more information about Reigate RFC visit https://www.reigaterugby.com.
If you know someone who would be interested in coaching a boys' rugby team in the autumn term, please contact Mr 
Robson-Close via email to rn@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.

U13 Reigate Rugby Club success

https://www.oldreigatianrfc.com
https://www.esc.ac.uk/about-esc/events/11june-open-event
https://www.esc.ac.uk/about-esc/events/11june-open-event
https://www.reigaterugby.com.

