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Headlines 
On Tuesday morning we welcomed 330 

Year 6 students who will be joining St 
Bede’s in September. It was fantastic to meet 
with them in person as well as the new Year 
7 tutors who will also be joining the school at 
the start of the next academic year.  

On Tuesday we saw our final Year 10 GCSE 
geography field trip go ahead. We have now 

reached almost 50 trips and visits which have taken place 
since September 2021. Behind the scenes staff have been 
planning trips which will take place in 2022 and 2023 including 
residential and international trips. These trips and visits will be 
advertised in due course.  
Next week we welcome all new staff who will be joining St 
Bede’s in September for their induction day. I am excited about 
the prospect of these new staff members joining St Bede’s as I 
am confident that they will help improve the quality of teaching 
at the school even further.  I am pleased to inform parents/
carers that we are increasing our staffing within a number of 
key areas including in music and PE which will help us increase 
our extra-curricular provision within the school.    
From September Mrs Woodroofe has been promoted to be our 
new Head of Sixth Form. I am delighted with her appointment 
and I have every confidence that she will build on the successes 
achieved by Mrs Tottey. Mrs Fleming-Wall will be joining the 
sixth form as our new Head of Year 12. She comes with a 
wealth of experience within the sixth form sector which will 
only enhance the strong leadership we already have here.
Mrs Tottey will be continuing in her senior leadership role 
overseeing whole school data, teacher in charge of looked 
after children (LAC) as well as the lead for careers. Mr Hardy, 
our current Head of English, has been promoted to Assistant 
Headteacher and he will be overseeing a number of key areas 
including whole school literacy, reading and assessment. Mrs 
Batchelor will become Head of English from September and 
I am confident that she will continue to maintain the high 
standards in English which we have seen in recent years.
Over the summer we will continue to enhance our school 
facilities and I am looking forward to sharing with parents and 
carers all of the updates in September. It is fair to say that 
despite having no students in school St Bede’s will be a very 
busy place during the summer holidays. 
God bless.

Mr A Powell, Headteacher

Belonging Education Determination Excellence Service

St Bede’s School
'Christian Education at its Best'

Year 11 parental feedback
"We feel so grateful and blessed that X has had such a 
positive, enriching and happy experience of secondary 
school and she has always felt safe and valued. The 
competence and experience of all her teachers has 
kept her engaged and interested in all her subjects. 
Everyone’s constant enthusiasm, hard work, kindness 
and encouragement has kept her in a positive place 
throughout the past five years."

ParentNewsletter

New Year 7 Induction Day
On Tuesday 28 June, we were able to welcome Year 6 

students into school for Induction Day for the first 
time in three years and it was a huge success. Our aims 
were to help our new students and their parents/carers to 
feel more confident about joining St Bede’s in September 
and also for the pastoral team to get to know the children 
a little. Senior students and Year 7 students provided 
support throughout the day from greeting students on 
arrival to spending time in the tutor groups. The day 
started with a short assembly ahead of activities in tutor 
groups and a lesson in the afternoon. The most noticeable 
thing about the day was that the anxious glances quickly 
disappeared as students made new friends and that there 
were huge smiles as they ran to tell their parents/carers at 
the end of the day all about their new adventures.



Year 7 worked really hard fundraising this year and took part in a 
sponsored Zumba and lots of different fundraising activities to earn 

donations. In total, they have raised an amazing £2,753.48 for the charity 
and were presented with certificates from Lepra. 
Lepra is a UK-based international charity that is working to beat leprosy, 
a disease that still affects millions of vulnerable people across the world. 
More information can be found at www.lepra.org.uk.

Year 7 sponsored Zumba - total raised

Diary
Dates to note
Saturday 2 - Sunday 3 July
Y10 DofE final expedition
Monday 4 July
Y12 Induction day
New Y12 Parents' information 
  evening
Tuesday 5 July
KS3 music concert
Wednesday 6 July
Y7 sports morning
Thursday 7 July
School ends at 12.20pm
Open evening (5.30-9.00pm)
Friday 8 July
INSET day 5
11, 12, 13 July
Y7 day trips to Marwell Zoo
Tuesday 12 July
PwP 'Be Your Best Teen' 
  virtual parent workshop
Friends committee meeting
Thursday 14 July
Y8 sports morning
Friday 15 July
Parent Newsletter (Issue 18)
Y12 - Leeson House visiting
Y9 pastoral report published

For the website calendar, 
please go to Parents > 
calendar
For sports fixtures, please see 
the Calendar (sports fixtures)

Contact 
information
General concerns: 
Email tutor or head of year
Subject concerns: 
Email subject teacher
Safeguarding concerns (during 
school time): 
school.dsl@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
If you have a safeguarding 
concern about a young person 
during a weekend or school 
holiday, please note that 
school staff are unavailable to 
respond to emails during those 
times. Therefore, for support 
please find contact information 
for Surrey Children's Services at 
the bottom of all school emails.
For more information about 
support available in school and 
via external sources, please 
go to  our website Parents > 
Student Wellbeing

East Surrey College taster day
On Tuesday 21 June, 34 Year 10 students had an experience 

at East Surrey College participating in post 16 taster 
sessions and spending time in the professional facilities.
Students gained an insight into the possibilities of a college 
education. Students built brick walls, designed hair styles, 
shaped nails, made a movie and practised their art skills. Others 
explored engineering, aviation, public services and carpentry. 
The students were incredibly well behaved and it was fantastic 
to spend time with them at lunch. Thank you to Ms Sharp and 
Mrs Twigg who also supported the trip.

Mr Blount, Head of KS4

'Be Your Best Teens' Parent Workshop
Partnership with Parents is delighted to be hosting a FREE virtual parent workshop run 

by 'Be Your Best Teens' on Tuesday 12 July from 6.00-7.30pm. We welcome parents/
carers to join us for this online parent workshop which will focus on supporting your 
teen to engage in a healthy lifestyle, changes teens will experience and the teenage brain 
explained. The 'Be Your Best Teens' course is a free, fun and exciting new programme that 
aims to increase a student’s awareness of what a healthy lifestyle is, as well as improving 
their self-esteem and body confidence. A small group of Year 9 and 10 students have been 
taking part in the course run for students, during the final summer half term. 
For more information about the parent workshop and to book your place please use the 
following link https://bookwhen.com/beyourbest/e/ev-si0c-20220712180000, in the 
meantime if you have any questions please contact Mrs Woollard (wo@st-bedes.surrey.
sch.uk) who is organising this event.

Photography alumni
Continuing the photography 'past alumni' 

programme, Flo Hendricks came back to 
photography last week to give a talk to the 
Year 10 students regarding her experience in 
GCSE and A level here at St Bede's and how 
she made her degree choice. Flo is studying BA 
Photography at Falmouth University where she 
showed her experience of the course so far, this 
included collaborations with fashion designers, 
filmmaking and her images being used for the 
front cover of an upcoming book. Flo was kind enough to 
spend quality time with the Year 10 students here where 
she enjoyed looking at their work. She will be returning to 
talk to the Year 12 students and tutoring them before the 
summer.
We will also be lucky enough to be welcoming back Aimee 
Keeley next week to talk about her course also at Falmouth.

Mr Elsmore, Head of Photography

http://www.lepra.org.uk
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/173/calendar
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/857/calendar-sports-fixtures
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/208/student-wellbeing
https://bookwhen.com/beyourbest/e/ev-si0c-20220712180000


Year 12 work experience
Every year our Year 12 students are given the task of 

finding a work placement for one week. This year, it was 
particularly challenging with many professionals working 
from home and many organisations managing visitor 
restrictions. However, these challenges gave students a 
valuable insight into the perseverance often required in 
securing a job. 
From the 13 – 17 June, 85% of Year 12 students gained 
experience in a wide range of areas such as engineering, 
PR, theatre costume design, veterinary, biomedical 
research, RAF, healthcare, sport, law, city finance, 
education and many more. Some students have been 
offered further opportunities from their employers.
Employers have been very impressed with our students and 
we have received some fantastic comments like this one 
from Moorhouse School. 

“Both girls are polite, 
enthusiastic and professional. 
They have demonstrated lovely 
rapports with our students and 
have shown initiative and a 
willingness to help. They are an 
absolute credit to themselves 
and to St Bede’s.” 

Feedback from students 
about the experience was 
very positive.

“I learned valuable things 
about the industry as a 
whole.” (Amy worked at the 
National Marine Aquarium)

On Monday 13 June, the Year 9 trips to Blackland Farm 
started and, from the beginning, it was clear that 

students were so excited at finally having the opportunity 
to get out and about as a year group. Throughout the day, 
the students had the chance to try abseiling, crate stacking, 
Jacob’s ladder and team building activities. They were all 
determined to do their best on each activity and it was 
fantastic to see so many of them conquer their fears when 
going down the abseiling tower or climbing the Jacob’s 
ladder. I think that a lot of them were surprised with how 
much they enjoyed doing an activity that they were a 
little bit worried about beforehand. As a year group, crate 
stacking was definitely a strength, with one instructor 
commenting on how a group of our Year 9s climbed the 

highest they have ever seen! Ms Hill and I had a go at crate 
stacking and I can tell you that the students made it look far 
easier than we found it!! 
The weather was excellent for the three days which of 
course made all the difference and inbetween activities, 
students had the opportunity to have some fun with their 
friends in the sunshine.
I was so proud of how they conducted themselves on this 
trip and I had several of the instructors telling me how well 
behaved they were. They are a credit to the school and our 
community. It really was so lovely to see them outside of the 
classroom, challenging themselves and having fun. 

Miss Kuipers, Acting Head of Year 9

Year 9 Blackland Farm trips

Year 8 Blackland Farm trips
Year 8 were an absolute delight to take to Blackland Farm 

last week - their FIRST trip since being at St Bede's!
I was able to accompany them on all three days and they 
impressed me in all sorts of ways; encouraging each other 
to have a go at potentially scary activities, congratulating 
each other if they gave it a go, working together in teams, 
showing determination when it looked like their team 

may be beaten, getting 
on with each other and 
generally being excellent 
ambassadors of St Bede's 
School.
We were spoiled with 
the weather too; not too 
hot or cold, just pleasant 
on all three days. I know 
it has been a long time 
coming, but I hope they 
all enjoyed the chance 
to get out of the classroom and do something completely 
different.

Mrs Wood, Head of Year 8



Open Events 2022
A reminder that our open evening will be held on Thursday 7 July between 5.30-9.00pm 

for those applying for September 2023 entry. 
(Headteacher talks at 5.45pm, 7.00pm and 8.15pm)

We are also planning to hold two open 
mornings in September 2022 when parents/

carers can come along with their child to view 
the school during a normal working day.

We will publish the September open morning dates on our school website.

Please read our admissions policy for 2023-24 before applying.
The application process opens on 1 September 2022 and the deadline for applications is 31 October 2022.

We began 'Drop it and read' week back in 2017 for  
Year 7 students (now in Year 11!) and gradually 

increased it to include the whole of Key Stage 3. Students 
take part in 'Drop it and read' week once a term, for 20 
minutes at the beginning of their first lesson and straight 
after lunch, with whatever type of book they choose. While 
many bring in novels, others choose factual books, comic 
books and so much more. With so many different options, 

the choices are endless! Students can also collect a book 
from the library in advance of 'Drop it and read' week and 
the library staff are always happy to provide support in 
finding something they might like.
Encouraging students to read more for pleasure is the aim, 
because reading broadens their vocabulary and knowledge 
and is a proven gateway to a child's future success.

Drop it and read week

A reminder that the next Friends meeting is Tuesday 12 
July at 7.00pm in room F19. If you have not previously 

attended a Friends' meeting, you are very welcome, or if 

you are unable to attend but would like more information, 
please email us - friends@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk.

Heather Peters, Chair

Friends of St Bede's meeting

The Carnegie Medal is awarded 
each year for the best 

children’s fiction book and the 
Kate Greenaway Medal is awarded 
for the best children’s book 
illustrations - ckg.org.uk.

We had our biggest ever group 
this year meeting every week for 
12 weeks, reading and discussing 
books, adding reviews to the 
national website and voting for 
our favourites. About 20 students 

joined us in the library to watch the live stream of the final 
awards and most (if not all) of us were delighted that the 
winners were our favourites too!

The Carnegie winner, October, October by 
Katya Balen is our book of the month for July. 
“A feast for the senses, filled with the 
woodsmoke smell of crisp autumn mornings 
and the sound of wellies squelching in 
river mud…and also a feast for the soul.”  
(Waterstones)
The students also produced some Chinese 
style brushwork dragons (inspired by 
Shu Lin’s Grandpa illustrated by Yu Rong, 
and some paper boats to celebrate The 
Wanderer by Peter van den Ende.
Many thanks to Mrs Savage for running the 
group.

Library team

Library news - Carnegie Club

https://www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk/91/key-informationpolicies/category/21/admissions
http://ckg.org.uk

