
St Bede's School 

Geography (Year 9) 
Emerging – a student whose 
understanding of the Y9 Geography 
skills is still emerging will be able to: 

Developing – a student who is 
developing their Y9 Geography skills 
will be able to: 

Secure – a student who is secure in 
the skills in the Y9 Geography 
curriculum will be able to: 

Mastered – a student who has 
mastered the skills in the Y9 
Geography curriculum will be able to: 

 To achieve all of emerging plus: To achieve all of emerging and 
developing plus: 

To achieve all of emerging, 
developing and secure plus: 

Identify and locate all the countries 
of the UK, capital cities and 
surrounding seas. 
On a world map be able to locate 
some key rivers and mountains. 
Locate key lines of longitude – 
Greenwich Meridian and 
International date line and latitude – 
Tropics of Capricorn and Cancer. 
 

Identify and locate a range of 
countries, key cities and physical 
features on a world map. 
Use latitude and longitude to 
identify the position of key features, 
eg London 51N and 0 degrees. 

Locate places and geographical 
features on maps using latitude and 
longitude accurately. 
Confidently use GIS and topological 
and topographical maps. 
Use digital online mapping as well 
as satellite maps. 
Have a good locational knowledge 
of a wide range of places, 
environments and features at 
various scales, eg Russia and the 
Middle East. 

Use google expeditions confidently to 
experience contrasting landscapes, eg 
the Middle East or Russia. 
Present data using arcgis as a tool. 
Have extensive locational knowledge 
of a wide range of contrasting places, 
environments and features in 
different parts of the world. 

Describe the distribution or pattern 
on a world/UK map, eg plate 
boundaries/ice age. 

Describe distributions and patterns 
on a world/UK map, eg plate 
boundaries/ice age.  
Give named examples of patterns, 
eg plate boundaries, ice sheets. 

Describe and start to explain 
patterns or distributions on a 
world/UK map, eg plate 
boundaries/ice age. 

Explain in detail patterns and 
distribution on a world map/UK map, 
eg plate boundaries/ice age. 
Be able to explain in detail the causes 
of them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Emerging – a student whose 
understanding of the Y9 Geography 
skills is still emerging will be able to: 

Developing – a student who is 
developing their Y9 Geography skills 
will be able to: 

Secure – a student who is secure in 
the skills in the Y9 Geography 
curriculum will be able to: 

Mastered – a student who has 
mastered the skills in the Y9 
Geography curriculum will be able to: 

Describe human and physical 
geographical features/events from a 
map, photo or picture using key 
geographical vocabulary, eg mega 
cities, shanty towns, corries, 
tsunamis. 

Describe and explain key 
geographical features/events from a 
map, photo, picture, text using key 
geographical features, eg shanty 
Towns, aretes, pyramidal peaks, 
earthquakes. 

Explain different geographical 
features and events from maps, 
photos, pictures and a variety of 
written resources. 
Interpret reasons for differences 
between events e.g. earthquakes in 
rich and poor countries, glacial 
erosion and deposition. 

Make detailed explanations, links and 
comparisons between different 
geographical features and events 
from a wide range of resources. 
Assess the factors that have caused 
these events. 
Draw key conclusions and create 
solutions for the future, eg 
sustainable cities. 

Describe the key physical processes 
that operate in the physical 
environment, eg weathering, 
erosion. 

Describe, draw and start to explain 
how the physical processes operate 
on a landscape. 
Distinguish between weathering and 
erosion. 

Describe and explain the differences 
between weathering and erosion 
and explain the landscapes that 
they have created. 

Make clear detailed explanations of 
how weathering and erosion have 
helped shape the landscape. 
Draw links between erosion and 
deposition and weathering and the 
impact on the landscape. 

Name a past physical process that 
operated on the landscape, eg 
glaciation. 

Start to describe how past physical 
processes have shaped and 
influenced todays landscape, eg 
glaciation. 

Describe and explain how past 
physical processes have shaped and 
influenced today’s landscape. 

Explain in detail how past physical 
processes have shaped and influenced 
todays landscape, eg glaciation. 

  Describe and explain how a range of 
physical and human factors interact 
and cause changes to the 
environment, eg tsunamis, 
earthquake proof buildings. 
Recognise the range of views 
different people hold about issues, 
eg Haiti versus New Zealand 
earthquake. 

Assess and evaluate as well as rank 
the importance of a range of both 
human and physical factors that may 
cause changes to the environment.  
Evaluate the different views that 
different groups of people hold about 
issues, eg Manchester regeneration, 
sustainable cities for the future. 

 
 
 



Emerging – a student whose 
understanding of the Y9 Geography 
skills is still emerging will be able to: 

Developing – a student who is 
developing their Y9 Geography skills 
will be able to: 

Secure – a student who is secure in 
the skills in the Y9 Geography 
curriculum will be able to: 

Mastered – a student who has 
mastered the skills in the Y9 
Geography curriculum will be able to: 

Use bar graphs, line graphs and 
tables. 

Construct accurate graphs, eg pie, 
line graphs. 
Calculate averages. 
Start converting data to %s. 
Start being able to compare 
percentages. 

 

Use mean, mode and median from 
geographical data.  
Calculate the range, natural 
increase as well as compare sets of 
data. 
Identify similarities and differences 
between data 
Start drawing conclusions. 

Calculate percentage change. 
Interpret geographical data using a 
range of complex techniques, eg 
scatter graphs. 

 

To be able to communicate 
knowledge clearly using paragraphs 
organising your ideas and spelling 
most key words accurately. 

To produce a structured report using 
mini headings and showing 
thoughtful selection and 
organisation of material.  
Good use of key geographical terms 
which are spelt correctly. 

Recall, select and communicate 
geographical information. Some 
information has been researched 
and sources have been referenced. 
Good accurate use of key 
geographical terms have been used 
throughout. 

Write accurately, fluently and 
effectively at length. 
Summarise and organise material. 
Support key ideas and arguments with 
factual detail. 
Draw conclusions summarising 
findings. 

 
 


