
Do you really enjoy music making and have a desire to discover 
more about a subject that is part of everyday life as well as being 
richly immersed in history?

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
The A level qualification consists of the following three units:

Performing 

In this unit you are encouraged to develop your skills as a musical 
performer by playing a range of styles of music as a soloist and/or an 
ensemble member, using scores or improvising, as appropriate. For 
the final assessment you must perform for eight minutes on any 
musical instrument/voice.

Composing

Total of two compositions, one to a technical brief set by Edexcel 
and one either free composition or also to a brief. 
Total time across both submissions must be a minimum of six 
minutes.

Appraising

The course explores knowledge and understanding of musical 
elements, contexts and language. 

Knowledge is applied through the context of six areas of study, each 
with three set works: vocal music, instrumental music, music for film, 
popular music and jazz, fusions and new directions.
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A LEVEL ASSESSMENT
Performing and composing are both given weightings of 30% each. 
Developing musical ideas has a weighting of 40%.

Developing musical understanding is assessed in the form of an 
examination at the end of the course.

REGULAR WORK
You will be expected to take part in performances, both solo and 
ensemble, and actively listen to a variety of music from a wide range of 
cultures and periods. There will also be work relating to composition 
and the analysis of scores from the Edexcel anthology of music.

DESTINATIONS
Each year many of our students go on to study music at degree level 
across the country including at Russell Group universities and as a 
department we have had many successful applicants to Oxbridge. We 
also have students who continue to study at music colleges in the UK 
and throughout the world, some even travelling as far as LA. Many of 
our music students are now making their career as highly successful 
professional musicians.

THIS COURSE WILL APPEAL TO…
Those students who have a genuine interest in the study of all styles of 
music, and who enjoy practical music-making.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
It is useful to have taken music at GCSE, 
in which case you should have gained at 
least a 5. In addition, you should be able 
to play a musical instrument to a standard 
comparable to grade 6. The ability to read 
notated music is also very important and you 
will be expected to continue with regular 
instrumental lessons and take part in school 
musical activities. It is compulsory for you to 
sing in the Senior Choir.



FACILITIES
We are proud to have three purpose built and fully equipped music 
classrooms with keyboards, tuned percussion and African drums for 
each member of a class to use. In addition we have two suites of 
Apple iMacs which are used for composition, with both Sibelius and 
Logic Pro X. We also have a dedicated recording studio available for 
use by all A level music students. You will also have full access to our 
suite of practice rooms, with multiple pianos, which are available for 
use in lessons, at lunch and break, after school and in free periods. 
Our main hall is an excellent performance space and houses a 
Bluthner Grand Piano which is used for students’ A level recitals.

EXTRA CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES*
The music department offers a thriving and well supported 
programme of extra–curricular activities along with regular concerts 
and events throughout the year. You are encouraged, as leading 
musicians in the school, to take part in as much as possible. There 
is also ample opportunity for you to create your own ensembles. 
Regular trips to concerts take place including the English National 
Opera and the London Philharmonic Orchestra.

* Please note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all trips offered in 2022-23 will be subject to 
guidance provided by the Department for Education.



WHAT STUDENTS THINK
“The music teachers are really good, if you need any help with any 
aspect of the A level course and they make the jump for GCSE to A level 
easier.”

“The music department is a great because you have all the equipment 
and help that you need. The teachers are friendly and helpful and the 
facilities are excellent.”

“Everyone in the music department clearly shares the same passion for 
music that I do. Whether inside of lessons or out. I enjoy it so much, the 
music block is almost a second home.”

“Music at St Bede’s is great!! There are so many extra curricular clubs, 
and you are encouraged and welcomed to them. Music is my favourite 
subject, and it has helped me develop talent, as well as my taste in 
music.”

TEACHING TEAM
We are a large department with skills from all areas of music from 
classical to popular, and covering a wide selection of instruments from 
piano to trumpet to saxophone and voice. All our music teachers are 
active musicians in and out of school and have a true passion for the 
subject.

Miss Mitchell BMus (Hons) Head of Music

Miss Taylor-Denton BA Music (Hons)

Mr Wood GRSM (Hons) LRAM Prof Cert (Hons) Assistant Headteacher 
and teacher of music

Miss Woodroofe BA Music (Hons)

CONTACT 
Miss Mitchell (mx@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
Carlton Road, Redhill, 
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