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Introduction about 
courses at Key Stage 4
This booklet has been designed to provide you with all 
the necessary information to help you with your option 
choices.
Each head of department or course leader has given 
detailed information about the courses and their sub-
jects.  
The preference form will be completed in a citizenship 
lesson on Tuesday 13 December. It needs to be re-
turned to the tutor on Wednesday 14 December with a 
parent/carer signature.

From Mrs Wood
As you near the end of Key Stage 3 you 

get to have a real say in what you 
study; a huge opportunity and a huge 
responsibility! It is time to make 
important decisions about your own 

learning and plan what you will be do-
ing for the next two years and beyond. 

You may think you already know what you want to 
study at Key Stage 4 but it is very important that you 
listen to all the advice you are given and ask lots of 
questions. Almost all of you will take 10 full courses 
(GCSE and equivalent). You will read and hear about a 
wide range of courses on offer and we will guide you 
towards sensible choices. You all need to know what is 
possible and what we think is best for you.
There are many experienced staff at St Bede’s who can 
help you in this process: me, as your head of year; your 
form tutor, who has a good idea of your interests and 
strengths; your subject teachers, who will be able to 
talk to you in depth about their subject at Key Stage 
4; Mrs Twigg who runs the school careers service; Mr 
Blount who is the Assistant Headteacher in charge of 
Key Stage 4 including options.
The best plan is to read all the information in this 
booklet, talk to as many people as you can and discuss 
all the possibilities at home with your parents/carers - 
they too know your strengths and weaknesses and you 
need to listen to their advice. What we can guarantee 
is a package which is right for you and will lead you 
in the best direction for your future; this will include 
some things that are important for everyone to study 
but also you have an element of choice to study things 
that are particularly right for you. We will do our best 
to ensure that you get the choices you want, however 
it may not be possible for you to do the exact combina-
tion you wish.

Make sure that you choose courses for the right reason. 
Do not choose something because a friend is doing it or 
because you like a particular teacher; there is no guar-
antee that you will be in the same group as your friend 
or that you will be taught by the teacher you would 
like. Think about what you enjoy, what you are good at 
and what you might need in order to follow a particular 
career. If you are unsure of a career, a broad range of 
subjects at Key Stage 4 will give you more choices in 
the future. Think carefully about your choices and then 
be ready to commit fully to the package of courses you 
have chosen to study at Key Stage 4.
Good luck and best wishes.                  

Mrs Wood

What you have to decide
Key Stage 4 is about two things: 
• Completing the general education that everyone 

needs for adult life
• Beginning to specialise - studying things that are 

right for you, but perhaps not for everyone 
For the next two years your timetable is made up of 
core subjects that everybody has to study and option 
subjects you have chosen to study. At St Bede’s we ask 
you to choose four option subjects. All students are en-
couraged to take a humanities subject (geography/his-
tory) and a modern foreign language (French, German, 
Spanish), where this is appropriate. As well as two other 
choices, you can study two languages or geography and 
history but you must get the balance right.
It is important to stress you do not need to make this 
decision overnight. Talk to your parents/carers, teach-
ers, tutors and current Year 10 students to gain advice 
or support in helping you make choices that are right 
for you. If in doubt ask! You need to be fully informed. 
Use the time available wisely as it is virtually impos-
sible to make changes once you have handed in your 
final option form.

Plan of action
Monday 14 November 
GCSE preferences student launch
Wednesday 16 November 
7.00-7.30pm GCSE preference launch to parents
Thursday 17 November
New Key Stage 4 subject introductions in Year 9 
assembly
Wednesday 30 November
Year 9 autumn progress review published
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Wednesday 30 November/Thursday 1 December
Year 9 virtual parent/carer and teacher consultation 
evenings
Tuesday 13 December
Preference form completion during citizenship lesson
Wednesday 14 December
Preference forms returned to tutors with a parental 
signature

Core subjects
At Key Stage 4, all of our students will follow:
• English - all students will take English language and 

English literature (equivalent two GCSEs)
• Maths - all students will take maths, set 1 and 2 

students will be given the opportunity to take 
further maths.

• Science - students will do either combined 
science (double award) or triple science (separate 
biology, chemistry and physics). For triple science, 
students will be selected and invited by the science 
department. There is an expectation that gifted 
scientists would do triple science.

• Religious Education - all students will take RE
• Citizenship and PE sessions (non GCSE subjects)
Information about these courses can be found in this 
booklet.

Twilight courses
A number of courses in school will require you to work 
outside school hours but in school for at least part of 
the year (eg for drama rehearsals, music concerts, art 
work, fine art specialism portfolios and revision classes 
in several subjects). Clear notice and information will be 
given but you will need to be well organised.

Special educational needs
The SEND team will continue to support students who 
may require access arrangements in assessments or 
exams at Key Stage 4. Support will also be in place for 
those who may require additional support at Key Stage 
4. This includes, but is not limited to: in class support, 
having a key worker and benefiting from interventions 
(group or 1:1). This decision will be made following 
discussions between parents/carers, the SENDCo and 
key staff, ie Head of Year and Head of Key Stage. Data 
and teacher feedback are also used to inform decisions 
when putting additional support in place for students. 
A large number of parents/carers are already in regular 
contact with the SEND team. If you have not been, to 
date, and feel that your child would benefit from addi-
tional support as they transition to Key Stage 4, please 
email Mrs Leach (SEND administrator) at ale@st-bedes.
surrey.sch.uk, and include the following: 
• your child’s name and form 
• your concerns or queries

It will be useful to have a clear understanding of what 
support you feel would best suit your child. Please can 
you also confirm your availability to speak. 

How to choose
Before you can choose your options, you have to have 
clear and honest answers to these questions:
• What am I good at? Should I be looking at mostly 

academic courses, or mostly practical courses or a 
mixture? Remember, that it is likely that you will be 
taking all your examinations at the end of the course 
- it will be sensible to consider a mixture to help with 
managing the examination pressure.

• What subjects do I most enjoy doing?
• What subjects and courses will be most relevant to 

my possible career aspirations or further education?
You also need to think about how subjects fit together - 
most people need a range of subjects and courses.
Above all, think about choices that open doors - that 
allow you to change your direction later rather than do-
ing all your courses in the same area or speciality. The 
choice is yours, but do work closely with us and your 
parents to choose wisely.

Option preferences
Although every effort is made to accommodate most 
students choices, we cannot guarantee that this will 
always be possible. As a result all students will need 
to choose two reserve subjects that they have not put 
as one of their choices from the lists. This gives some 
flexibility if first preferences cannot be met.

Types of qualifications
There are many different types of qualifications 
available which are categorised according to the 
National Qualification Framework (NQF), which covers 
pre-GCSE right up to Doctorates. 
At age 16 all ‘NQF level 2’ full courses count equally 
for entry to sixth form, college or career, whether or 
not they are GCSEs. All courses offered at this level 
in schools are now regulated by Ofqual to the same 
standards. 
We advise you to consider carefully the range of 
courses and qualifications. How GCSEs are examined 
has changed radically over the past few years, with the 
majority of the content examined at the end of the two 
year period. Cambridge Nationals are different in that 
the assessment is ongoing throughout the two years 
judged on your performance in assignments.
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List of option subjects
Subject Head of Department/Course 

Leader
The arts Art Mrs F Stainthorpe

Drama Mrs L Downes 
Music Miss H Mitchell
Fine Art Specialism Photography

Mr C Elsmore
Fine Art Specialism Textile Design

Humanities History Mrs E Crouch
Geography Miss H Jones

Modern foreign languages French
Mrs M KellyGerman

Spanish
Specialist subjects Business Mr D Wilkinson

Computer Science Mr D Rochester 
(acting head of department)Creative iMedia*

Design and Technology
Ms R Haines Gilbertson

Engineering*
Food Preparation and Nutrition

Miss R Coventry
Health and Social Care*
PE

Mrs S Saunders
Sport Science*

*non GCSE subjects
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English is a core subject. Development of your skills in 
reading and writing will equip you for your life ahead. It 
is also an essential qualification for all forms of further 
education. Apart from that, it’s a fascinating subject 
and really opens up your eyes to the world around you.

Qualification
AQA GCSE English language 8700
AQA GCSE English literature 8702

Course outline
You are entered for two separate GCSEs - English 
Language and English Literature - but lessons are not 
divided into separate categories. It is an integrated 
course in which you will learn about, and respond to, a 
range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Both whole texts 
and extracts will be included and will be drawn from 
19th, 20th and 21st century writing. In addition, you 
will learn to write for a variety of purposes and engage 
in speaking and listening activities.

Assessment
There are no written coursework or controlled assess-
ment requirements within the English Language and 
English Literature qualifications.
GCSE English Language
100% of the final mark awarded is assessed through 
examination. There are two examination papers, both 
of which test response to reading. Each paper is worth 
50% of the final mark.
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
Paper 2: Viewpoints and Perspectives 
There will also be assessment of your formal spoken 
language skills. This will take place in the classroom and 
the standard reached will be reported separately on 
your certificates. It will not contribute towards the final 
overall mark for GCSE English Language.
GCSE English Literature
100% of the final mark awarded is assessed through 
examination. There are two examination papers, the 
first of which tests knowledge and understanding of 
a Shakespeare text and also a text written in the 19th 
century. The second paper tests knowledge and un-
derstanding of a modern text and of a range of poetry 
both seen and unseen.
At the beginning of September, you will receive a very 
detailed plan of the course content.

Homework 
You will be set two hours of homework per fortnight. 
Typical tasks could include reading, making notes, 
research, revision, or the planning, preparing or writing 
of more extended tasks. You will also need to prepare 
speaking and listening assignments at home, as direct-
ed by your teacher.

Tips for students
Throughout the two years, you should try to read a 
variety of fiction and non-fiction materials on a reg-
ular basis. You should look out for TV and radio pro-
grammes related to texts being studied. If you have 
the chance, you should go to the cinema or theatre, 
especially if the film or play is connected to what you 
are doing in class.
You will achieve the best grades if you have completed 
all class and homework tasks to the best of your ability, 
kept up to date and asked your teacher if you need 
additional guidance or support.

Help from other people
The most helpful thing a parent/carer can do is to 
check that their son or daughter is meeting the home-
work deadlines that are recorded in homework diaries/
Show My Homework. Early indication of a difficulty or 
worry helps us to sort things out quickly and efficiently 
so please contact us if there is an area of concern.

Costs (approximate)
Please note that you will be encouraged to buy your 
own copies of the set texts so that you can make notes 
in them during lessons. Texts containing annotations 
are a particularly useful revision resource. We will 
make arrangements for the purchase of these texts 
within school in order to ensure that you are working 
from the same editions. The English department will 
provide texts for you if you are not in a position to pur-
chase them but unfortunately, it will not be possible to 
annotate these.
Theatre trips may be offered depending on availability.

Contact
Mrs Batchelor, Head of English

English *core subject
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This is a core subject and basic maths skills are a funda-
mental life skill. Maths is an essential requirement for 
further education. Employers, colleges and universities 
will expect you to have achieved this qualification. 
Many jobs you may consider require a mathematical 
background - finance, IT and computing, medicine, 
teaching, economics, engineering and data analysis to 
name but a few. Several of these professions require 
maths at A level.

Qualification
AQA 8300 Linear Maths (higher/foundation)

Course outline
There are two levels of entry: foundation (target grades 
1-5) and higher (target grades 4-9). 
• Three papers of 1.5 hours are sat at each level
• Foundation and higher: Paper 1 - non calculator, 

Paper 2 and 3 – calculator
• All three papers are equally weighted
The subject content of this specification matches that 
set out in the Department for Education’s mathematics 
GCSE subject content and assessment objectives 
document. This content is common to all exam boards.
The course encourages you to develop confidence 
in, and a positive attitude towards, mathematics 
and to recognise the importance of mathematics 
in your own lives and in society. It also provides a 
strong mathematical foundation if you go on to study 
mathematics at a higher level post-16.
A sample of topics covered are: number, area, graphs, 
volume, transformations, trigonometry, algebraic skills, 
Pythagoras and statistics. In addition to these, you will 
continually develop your number skills at a level to 
challenge your natural ability.

Assessment
A two year linear course with three 1.5 hour 
examinations at the end of the two years.

Homework
You will be set one hour of homework per week for 
maths on Sparx Maths, just like during years 7 to 9. 
Homework is a vital part of the course as it shows how 
well you have understood the work taught in class. At 
the beginning of the year you will each be issued with a 
homework book. 

Extra help outside the classroom
You often require extra revision material. Several 
options are available.
There are a number of maths websites that you can 
visit, eg www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize, www.sparxmaths.uk 
and www.corbettmaths.com 
As a school we also have a subscription to three 
websites: 
• Sparx Maths: the login will be the same as KS3.
• Justmaths: and the access to this is - username is 

stbedes and password SBSStudnet. This web site is 
full of video clips and worksheets to help you revise.

• Mathswatch: username is your school email address, 
password is maths1. This has lots of video clips and 
worksheets to help with understanding your maths.

You are given a revision guide, however, if you wish to 
purchase further revision materials, the school shop 
sells the CGP revision guides and books.
Nearer the exams, you will be given past paper packs, 
as well as other revision material. After school sessions 
will also be available to you.

Costs (approximate)
We expect you to have the following mathematical 
equipment. These can be purchased from the school 
shop (approximate costs):
Calculator (Casio FX 83GTX) £10.80
Pair of compasses 60p
Angle measurer 95p
Ruler 50-75p
Pencil and pens

Contact
Mr Noakes, Head of Maths

Maths *core subject
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Further maths 
If you are in maths sets 1 and 2 you will be given the 
opportunity to take the further maths GCSE. This 
qualification fills the gap for high achieving students 
by assessing your higher order mathematical skills, 
particularly in algebraic reasoning, in greater depth, 
thus preparing you fully to maximise their potential in 
further studies at A level. It offers you the opportunity 
for stretch and challenge that builds on the GCSE cur-
riculum and is intended as an additional qualification to 
GCSE mathematics, rather than as a replacement.

Qualification
AQA 8365 Level 2 Further Mathematics

Course outline
The course assumes prior knowledge of GCSE maths 
and covers the areas of algebra and geometry, which 
are crucial to further study in the subject, in greater 
depth and breadth. The course places an emphasis on 
higher order technical proficiency, rigorous argument 
and problem solving skills.
It also gives you an introduction to calculus and 
matrices and develops further skills in trigonometry, 
functions and graphs.
Further maths GCSE is intended for students who 
are expected to achieve grades 7, 8 and 9 in GCSE 
mathematics and are likely to progress to A level study 
in mathematics and possibly further mathematics.

Assessment
Further maths GCSE is assessed separately to GCSE 
maths.
You will sit two additional maths papers, both of which 
are 1 hour 45 minutes long. Paper 1 is a non-calculator 
paper whereas paper 2 allows a calculator to be used.  
Both papers are worth 50% of the marks for the course.

Homework
No additional homework is set for students entering 
further maths GCSE as it will be incorporated into their 
regular GCSE maths homework. 

Extra help outside the classroom
Sparx and all other GCSE resources cover the further 
maths content.
Just like at GCSE, you will be given plenty of past papers 
to help you revise and be given support from the 
department and your teachers.

Costs (approximate)
No further equipment is needed for further maths 
GCSE.

Contact
Mr Noakes, Head of Maths
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At St Bede’s School you become informed and prepared 
for life by developing a deep understanding of religion, 
philosophy and ethics which is why religious studies is a 
compulsory examination subject.
We have chosen this particular syllabus because it is full 
of interesting material and it will give you a real insight 
into how people think and behave in our multicultur-
al, multi faith society. The skills learnt in RE lessons 
are easily transferable to other subjects and more 
importantly will help to shape you into clear thinking, 
discerning adults. This is a highly valued and respected 
qualification that supports any career path and can be 
a gateway for a huge range of subjects at university. We 
hope you will find it fascinating, useful and fun!

Qualification
GCSE (Full course) AQA Religious Studies 

Course outline 
This course will encourage you to explore a variety 
of beliefs and attitudes towards religious, ethical and 
philosophical issues that really matter. It is designed to 
equip young people with a developed understanding 
of peoples’ faith, key beliefs and practices. In this way, 
you may become prepared for life’s challenging deci-
sions and accepting of the impact and influences these 
have on people’s lives. It also provides you with the 
opportunity to develop vital, transferable learning skills 
of reasoning, explanation, analysis, comparison and 
evaluation. 
There are three components that will be assessed and 
eight topics in total:
• Christianity 25%
• Islam 25%
• Thematic studies 50%

Assessment
You will sit two 1 hour 45 minute exams in the summer 
of Year 11.
Paper 1 – Study of Religions: You will answer questions 
related to Christianity and Islam beliefs and practices. 
Paper 2 – Thematic Studies: You will answer questions 
for each of the ‘themes’ you have studied; Religion and 
life, peace and conflict, social justice and crime and 
punishment.
After each topic has been studied, you will sit an assess-
ment which will look and be timed exactly as it would 
be in the GCSE exam. You are expected to revise thor-
oughly for these as your results are used to monitor 
progress and tests also provide excellent practice and 
revision for the actual GCSE exam. You will track your 

own results and your feedback from each topic to help 
you know how to improve your grade.

Homework
Independent thought and learning is essential to make 
good progress in RS and deepen your understanding 
of peoples’ actions, attitudes and beliefs. Homework is 
set on Show my Homework and is always relevant and 
meaningful. Expect to research new ways of thinking 
and exploring how people express their faith as well as 
practicing exam style questions. The electronic text-
books are accessible on Kerboodle and you will develop 
your presentation and research skills.

Tips for students
Stay organised - keep all your materials in box/lever 
arch folders in which you must file completed work 
booklets, tests and homework which are so valuable for 
revision. You should always know what topic is being 
studied, know your target grade and your results from 
each end of topic assessment. It is recommended that 
you bring highlighters and different colour pens to les-
sons and use them independently to peer assess work, 
identify key words, quotes and terminology in your own 
work.

Students who have done best in 
this course...
• Love asking and answering deep, philosophical 

questions
• Thoroughly enjoyed debating and expressing their 

views
• Had an interest in learning how to support or argue 

from different perspectives
• Reflected on religious affairs in the media, including 

events reported in the news

Equipment
The department will provide a work booklet and paper 
for each of the eight topics studied over the two years 
which will be used in almost every lesson. You are 
expected to fully complete and then store each booklet 
at home in a large folder to keep for revision. A wide 
variety of other resources will also be available for use 
in lessons such as presentations/slides resources, news 
articles, videos, music and Chromebooks.

Contact
Mr Gangemi, Head of Religious Studies

Religious Studies *core subject
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Science is compulsory. This course provides a firm 
foundation in scientific knowledge and allows you to 
progress to A level biology, chemistry and physics and 
science related subjects such as psychology, provided 
they gain the sufficient grade.

Qualification
GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy 8464 AQA

Course outline
You will study key aspects in biology, physics and 
chemistry over the two year period. Theory work is 
interlaced with practical tasks and investigations to re-
inforce your understanding and develop practical skills.
Topics covered in Year 10
• Biology – cell biology, organisation, infection and 

response, bioenergetics and homeostasis and 
response

• Chemistry – atomic structure and the periodic 
table, bonding, structure and properties of matter, 
quantitative chemistry, chemical changes, energy 
changes, the rate and extent of chemical change

• Physics – energy, electricity, particle model of 
matter, atomic structure, forces in balance

Topics covered in Year 11
• Biology – inheritance, variation and evolution and 

ecology
• Chemistry – organic chemistry, chemical analysis, 

chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources
• Physics – waves, magnetism and electromagnetism

Assessment
Classwork will be a mixture of theory with practical 
work to help you understand the topics being taught. 
There will be continuous written assessments through-
out the two years in order to monitor your progress. 
You will also be expected to complete a set number of 
required practical activities throughout the two year 
course to ensure that you gain a rich practical experi-
ence and develop the required practical skills.
AQA Double Award is examined at the end of Year 11 
by six, 1 hour 15 minute written papers (two in each of 
biology, chemistry and  physics). The questions will be 
multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and 
open response.

Homework
Minimum one homework per teacher per fortnight. 
Homework is used to reinforce what is taught during 
class, research, practice examination questions, practi-
cal investigation skills. Each homework should take on 
average one hour.

Tips for students 
You will be provided with material to keep notes, a 
login for Kerboodle to access the interactive online 
textbook, learning and teaching resources, homework 
tasks and revision resources. 
Any sheets handed out should be glued into your exer-
cise books.
Ensure assessment resources are kept up to date with 
tracking test and exam grades against a target grade 
and setting targets.

Costs (approximate)
£9.95 for the Combined Science Revision Guide that can 
be used over the duration of the two years (optional)

Contact
Mrs Read, Head of Science

Science (double award) *core subject
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This course is available if you are expected to be in the 
top third of the year for attainment in science and are 
passionate about learning in greater depth for all three 
sciences. This is excellent preparation for A level in 
biology/ chemistry/physics.

Qualification
GCSE Biology/Chemistry/Physics (Triple Science, Years 
10/11) – 8461/8462/8463 AQA

Course outline
You will study all aspects of biology, physics and chem-
istry in detail. Theory work is linked to practical investi-
gations enabling you to apply your knowledge, consoli-
date your understanding and develop practical skills.
Topics covered in Year 10
• Biology - cell biology, organisation, infection and 

response, bioenergetics and homeostasis and 
response

• Chemistry – atomic structure and the periodic 
table, bonding, structure and properties of matter, 
quantitative chemistry, chemical changes, energy 
changes, the rate and extent of chemical change

• Physics – energy, electricity, particle model of 
matter, atomic structure, forces in balance

Topics covered in Year 11
• Biology - inheritance, variation and evolution and 

ecology
• Chemistry – organic chemistry, chemical analysis, 

chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources
• Physics – waves, magnetism, electromagnetism and 

space physics

Assessment
Classwork will be a mixture of theory with practical 
work to help you understand the topics being taught. 
There will be continuous written assessments through-
out the two years in order to monitor your progress. 
You will also be expected to complete a set number of 
required practical activities throughout the two year 
course to ensure that you gain a rich practical experi-
ence and develop the required practical skills.
The scheme of assessment is linear at the end of Year 
11 with each subject having two 1 hour 45 minutes 
exams.  
The questions will be multiple choice, structured, 
closed short answer and open response.

Homework
Minimum one homework per teacher per fortnight. 
Homework is used to reinforce what is taught during 
class, research, practice examination questions, practi-
cal investigation skills. Each homework should take on 
average one hour.

Tips for students 
You will be provided with material to keep notes, a 
login for Kerboodle to access the interactive online 
textbook, learning and teaching resources, homework 
tasks and revision resources. 
Any sheets handed out should be glued into your exer-
cise books.
Ensure assessment resources are kept up to date with 
tracking test and exam grades against a target grade 
and setting targets.

Costs (approximate)
£5.95 for each revision guide in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics that can be used over the duration of the two 
years (optional)

Contact
Mrs Read, Head of Science

Science (triple)  
Biology/Chemistry/Physics

*core subject
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Art
Why do this course?
Are you excited by the creative arts – exploring themes, 
colour, making things, design etc? Do you enjoy crea-
tive work? Would you like to improve your drawing and 
painting skills? Do you love being in an art environment, 
experimenting with different techniques? Do you enjoy 
looking at the work of other artists both in and out 
of school and thinking “How did they do that?’’ If any 
of this sounds like you, then come along and find out 
why you should definitely be listing art as one of your 
GCSEs.
More jobs are being generated in the arts as a whole 
than in any other area at present. The arts are one of 
the top wealth generators and one of the major em-
ployers in the UK today.
Choosing art means that you gain confidence in de-
veloping your own ideas, skills, decision making and 
problem solving.

Qualification
Edexcel 1FAO GCSE in Art and Design (Fine Art)

Course outline
A creative course that explores ways of making images 
through a wide variety of media; painting and drawing, 
collage, 2 and 3D and mixed media work. You will learn 
to develop your own ideas, skill base and understand-
ing of other images in sketchbook journals. You will 
experiment with materials and processes, research and 
analyse their own and other artists’ work and refine 
their best ideas into a final outcome at each stage.
Coursework is divided into two parts and followed 
by an externally set themed exam unit. All work goes 
towards your final grade and is broken down into man-
ageable sections. The final ‘exam’ is thematic and is ten 
hours long over two days with ten weeks preparation 
time. Coursework is worth 60% of the final marks and 
the exam 40% of the final marks.
You need to work consistently throughout the course to 
reach both your potential and the top grades.

Assessment
Unit 1 is personal portfolio – you will produce two 
sketchbook journals that will contain all the information 
that you gather; drawings, paintings and other practical 
experiments, images by other artists and notes about 
the information and skills you have acquired.

Unit 2 is an externally set assignment, with a set theme, 
where you evidence all previous learning.
The course is marked internally according to assess-
ment criteria and is then moderated externally after the 
Year 11 practical exam.

Homework
One homework per week, which takes on average one 
and a half hours. These tasks are very varied according 
to each individual student – drawing/painting/critical 
studies/mixed media work. Many students use the 
weekly art club to complete homework as they can 
access additional support from staff at these sessions.
Over the summer break between Year 10 and 11, 
research is required which is a starting point for the 
second unit. You will be expected to complete this inde-
pendently, ready for the start of Year 11.

Costs (approximate)
£43.00 for starter art kit
£3.00 (approximately) for tool box to carry equipment
£5.00 (approximately) per final piece (three in total)

Contact
Mrs Stainthorpe, Head of Art
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Why do this course?
Whether you end up working for a big business, owning 
your own business, working in public services or the 
voluntary sector the course will be relevant to your 
working life. The content you learn is useful in a wide 
variety of areas and will give you a head start when you 
enter the world of work.
You may be a budding entrepreneur or dream of lead-
ing a blue chip company, but whatever your goal you 
will learn a lot about the world of business. If you take 
an interest in news and current affairs or have been 
inspired by programmes such as Dragons Den and the 
Apprentice, then this could be the course for you. It 
combines a range of business theories with practical 
activities in order to help you make rational decisions in 
different business scenarios. 
A GCSE in business is a great foundation for your next 
step. It could lead to A levels in business, economics or 
government and politics and links very well with maths. 
The broad nature of the subject means that it combines 
well with any other subjects at both GCSE and A level 
and equips you well for further academic study or prac-
tical routes such as apprenticeships.

Qualification
AQA GCSE Business 8132

Course outline
The course is rooted in the practical application of 
business theory to a range of contexts. This will include 
small local businesses through to large multinationals 
operating from local to national and global contexts.
In Year 10 you will study the following topics:
• Business in the real world
• Influences on business
• Human resources 
• Marketing
In Year 11 you will study:
• Operations management
• Finance
The last full term will be focussed on revision and as-
sessment to develop exam technique.
Through each of the units of work you will develop your 
ability to make business decisions and will grow to ap-
preciate the interdependent nature of businesses along 
with the influence of external factors. You will also 
learn a range of quantitative and qualitative techniques 
to help businesses make decisions, along with their 
strengths and limitations.

Assessment
You will sit two exams at the end of Year 11. Each paper 
is 1 hour 45 minutes and is worth 50% of the total 
marks.
Paper 1: Business in the real world, influences on busi-
ness, human resources and operations.
Paper 2: Business in the real world, influences on busi-
ness, marketing and finance

Homework
You will be set a variety of homework tasks on a weekly 
basis which will help you to practise and apply the skills 
and knowledge that you have learnt in class.

A good business student....
Will work hard to develop their literacy and numeracy 
skills and will show a keen interest in business in the 
news. There are lots of stories every day and keeping 
up with them can really help your understanding of the 
subject.

Useful websites
www.tutor2u.net 
www.bbc.co.uk/business 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/business 

Contact
Mr D Wilkinson, Head of Business and Economics

Business
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Why do this course?
This is a technical course and would suit you if you are 
serious about computers and understanding how they 
work. If you want to go on to higher study and employ-
ment in the field of computer science, you will find that 
this course provides you with a superb stepping stone. 
You will have the opportunity to visit the National 
Computing Museum at Bletchley Park where you will 
see Colossus, the world’s first electronic computer, that 
helped decipher German communications during the 
Second World War.

Qualification
OCR GCSE in Computer Science (9-1) J277

Course outline
Computing is about understanding computer systems 
and networks at a deep level. Computers and the pro-
grams they run are among the most complex products 
ever created; designing and using them effectively 
presents immense challenges. 
Studying computing  will help prepare you to make in-
formed decisions about further learning opportunities 
and career choices in the field.
This specification in computing enables you to:
• Understand and apply the fundamental  principles 

and concepts of computer science, including 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and 
data representation.

• Analyse problems in computational terms  through 
practical experience of solving such problems, 
including designing, writing and debugging 
programs.

• Understand the components that make up digital 
systems, and how they communicate with one 
another and with other systems.

• Understand the impacts of digital technology  to the 
individual and to wider society.

• Apply mathematical skills relevant to computer 
science.

Assessment
The course consists of two units:
• Computer systems (50%) –  external examination - 1 

hour 30 minutes
• Computational thinking, algorithms and 

programming (50%) - external examination -  1 hour 
30 minutes

Homework
Homework is set once a week as required and is linked 
to the theory for the written examinations.

Tips for students
You will build upon those skills learnt at Key Stage 3. 
You will need to organise your own revision notes and 
research and any other revision documents provided 
during the course. You will need to organise your revi-
sion from the start of the course.
Classwork will comprise of theory lessons and work-
sheet tasks. Theory resources and links to skills help/
examples are provided on Google Classroom. Revision 
tests will take place on a regular basis.
Students who have done best at this course have.…
• Taken notes throughout each stage of the course 

both theory and practical.
• A passion for finding out how computers work and 

are programmed.

Extra curricular opportunities
You will have the opportunity to go on a trip to the 
National Museum of Computing. There you will learn 
about the development of computers from code 
breaking with ‘Colossus’ during World War Two to the 
present day.

Costs (approximate)
All students will be issued, on loan, the revision book 
recommended for this course.
£30.00 for the optional trip to the National Museum of 
Computing in Bletchley Park, Milton Keynes 

Useful websites
www.codeacademy.com
www.learnpython.org
www.python.org

Contact
Mr Rochester, Acting Head of Computing

Computer Science
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Why do this course?
The Cambridge National in Creative iMedia will equip 
you with a range of creative media skills and provide 
opportunities for you to develop desirable and transfer-
able skills such as research, planning and review, work-
ing with others and communicating creative concepts 
effectively. Through the use of these skills, you will 
ultimately be creating fit-for-purpose creative media 
products. This includes developing websites, producing 
graphical products and creating computer games. 
The hands-on approach has strong relevance to the 
way young people use the technology required in crea-
tive media.

Qualification
Cambridge National in Creative iMedia (OCR)

Course outline
Creative iMedia focuses on the creative element of 
computing. You will learn how media products are 
designed, developed and tested using a variety of 
different programmes and applications. This course will 
be suited to you if you are interested in more hands-on 
work and prefer to follow a more coursework based 
qualification.
This course will enable you to:
• Plan and prepare media products
• Use design skills based on client briefs
• Use a variety of different multimedia software to 

create solutions to problems
• Understand the legal requirements when designing 

and creating media products
• Understand client requirements and be able to plan 

projects over a period of time
• Review your final products to ensure they are fit for 

purpose making changes where necessary

Assessment
The course consists of three units which are a mixture 
of practical and theoretical concepts
• R093 Creative i-Media in the media industry (Exam)
• R094 Visual identity and digital graphics 

(Coursework)
• R097 Interactive digital media (Coursework)

Homework
Homework set every two weeks via Show My Home-
work. This will be a combination of theory activities and 
coursework deadlines.

Extra curricular opportunities
There will be time for you to work on your products 
both after school and at lunchtimes. Support will be 
given from your teachers to help you during these 
sessions.

Contact
Mr Rochester, Acting Head of Computing

Creative iMedia
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Why do these courses?
Do you enjoy designing and making? Do you appreciate 
well designed images and objects? Do you like using 
computers, photography, drawing and rendering to 
convey ideas? Are you creative and do you like solving 
problems? Are you keen to shape the future? You will 
need to like finding out how to make things, how things 
work and enjoy being creative.
The GCSE in Design and Technology enables you to un-
derstand and apply iterative design processes through 
which you explore, create and evaluate a range of 
outcomes. The qualification enables you to use creativi-
ty and imagination to solve real and relevant problems, 
considering your own and others’ needs, wants and 
values. It gives you opportunities to apply knowledge 
from other disciplines, including mathematics, science, 
art and design, computing and the humanities.
Following this course you could go on to study A level 
Design and Technology Product Design, take a voca-
tional course or modern apprenticeship in areas such as 
theatre design, interior design, product design, graph-
ics, media, architecture, engineering etc.

Qualification
Edexcel GCSE Design and Technology (1DT0)

Course outline
In Year 10 you study the core design and technology 
content covering a range of materials through both 
creative project work and dedicated theory lessons. 
You will work with a core range of materials including 
wood, metal, plastic, paper and board. You will also 
learn about a specialist material area of focus, with 
paper and boards (graphics focus) or timbers (product 
design focus). The focus material will be determined by 
the number of students applying to the course.

Assessment
50% non examined assessment and 50% examination 
starting June 2024 (Year 10 - 11).
50% written examination, based on core and specialist 
knowledge and includes 15% maths (summer of Year 
11).
Nature of the non examination assessment
There are four parts to the assessment: investigate, 
design, make and evaluate and you will follow an iter-
ative design process. Presented in the form of a digital 
portfolio and practical outcome.
The non examination assessment takes place during 
lessons from June 2024 to March 2025 (Year 11).

Homework
Theory work is set weekly in Years 10 and 11, and will 
be a variety of activities aimed to develop your knowl-
edge of the subject and help prepare for the written 
examination at the end of Year 11.
Additional homework will be set to ensure that the NEA 
is completed with sufficient detail to meet the dead-
line. After school sessions are offered to support you to 
independently complete the NEA to a high standard.

Tips for students
Students who achieve successful outcomes on this 
course are well organised and meet deadlines. 
They have an eye for detail and are prepared to ask 
questions and open to testing ideas. It is a benefit if you 
are inquisitive about materials, their properties and the 
process of manufacture. You should be interested in 
new and innovative materials, products and processes 
and want to gain knowledge of how product design 
can help improve the sustainability of the world’s 
resources.

Costs (approximate)
You will be asked for a contribution towards the cost of 
materials used during the course - £10.00.
You are required to provide drawing equipment (pens, 
drawing and colouring pencils, ruler, fine liner, etc). 
Approximate cost:  £5 - £10

Contact
Ms Haines Gilbertson, Head of Design and Technology 
or your Design and Technology teacher

Design and Technology
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Why do this course?
If you love the theatre and performance and enjoy 
learning practically in groups, this could be the course 
for you! By the end of the two years, your self-confi-
dence will have grown, you will be a more confident 
performer and you will have a greater understanding of 
the role that drama can play in society.

Qualification
Edexcel GCSE in Drama (1DR01)

Course outline
Year 10 
Term 1 
Introduction to the course - you will work together to 
learn about a range of styles and genres of theatre.
Component three - you will begin to study the set text. 
This involves rehearsing and directing each scene in 
detail.
Term 2 
Component one - you will begin to create and rehearse 
a devised performance, keeping detailed notes on your 
ideas.
Component three - you will perform and direct scenes 
from the set text.
Term 3 
Component one - you will perform your final devised 
performance and submit your portfolio of evidence to 
accompany this.
Year 11 
Term 1
Component two - you will begin rehearsals for your 
externally examined scripted assessment.
Component three - you will see your first live theatre 
performance.
Term 2
Component two - you will perform your final assessed 
scripted scenes to a visiting external examiner.
Component three - you will return to your exploration 
of the set text and revise scenes for the written exam. 
You will also see your second live theatre performance.
Term 3
Component three - you will prepare your final live the-
atre notes and revise the set text for your final written 
exam.

What is GCSE Drama all about?
• Developing as an actor and learning about a wide 

range of performance styles and genres
• Performing with confidence and clarity
• Understanding a wide range of production values, 

including staging, lighting, sound and costume
• Understanding how to direct others on stage
• Devising your own performance
• Studying a range of plays written by other people 

and going to see live theatre

Assessment
Component one - devising theatre 40% (internally as-
sessed performance 10%, written portfolio 30%).
Component two - performance from text 20% (two key 
extracts from one text are performed to an external 
examiner).
Component three - theatre makers in practice 40% (1 
hour 45 minutes written exam about the set text 30% 
and a live theatre performance 10%).

Homework
Homework will require you to write up detailed notes 
on your devising process and the practical exploration 
of the set text on a weekly basis. You will also have to 
create detailed notes about your live theatre visits. 
Towards the end of the course, homework will require 
you to complete multiple mock exam papers.

Costs (approximate)
You will be required to attend live theatre trips in Year 
11, at an approximate cost of £35.00 per visit.

Contact
Mrs Downes, Head of Drama

Drama
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Engineering
Why do this course?
Do you enjoy making, turning raw materials into prod-
ucts? Do you like learning to use machines, tools and 
equipment? Do you ever look around your home and 
think of handy products that could improve people’s 
lives or get inspired by the amazing feats of engineer-
ing all around you? Are you creative, and want to start 
building the skills you need for a successful career in 
the industry?

Qualification
WJEC Eduqas Engineering - level 1/2 vocational award

Course outline
This qualification is made up of three units:
Unit 1: Manufacturing engineering products
You will have the opportunity to interpret different 
types of engineering information in order to plan how 
to manufacture engineering products. Develop knowl-
edge, understanding and skills in using a range of engi-
neering tools and equipment in order to manufacture 
and test a final product.
Unit 2: Designing engineering products
You will explore how an engineered product is adapted 
and improved over time. It offers the opportunity to 
apply your knowledge and understanding to adapt an 
existing component, element or part of the product 
that you will have manufactured for Unit 1.
Unit 3: Solving engineering problems
You will be introduced to a range of considerations that 
impact on engineering design and how modern engi-
neering has had an impact on modern day life at home, 
work and in society in general.

Assessment
You will be assessed through a mixture of exams and 
project work. 
• Unit 1 will involve producing a manufacturing prod-

uct, which will be worth 40% of the qualification. 
This can range from a basic hand tool to complex 
machinery. The product will need to be developed 
over 20 hours. 

• Unit 2 will also be assessed through project work 
and will be worth 20% of the qualification. Here 
you will apply your problem-solving skills to answer 
a brief and produce a solution. You will produce 
your solution over 10 hours. 

• Unit 3 will involve a single exam, which is worth 
40% of your qualification. The exam will last 1 
hour and 30 minutes. The exam will be made up of 
multiple-choice questions, and short and extended 
answers.

Homework
Set weekly

Tips for students
• Be organised
• Be willing to try new and more complex 

manufacturing techniques
• Have a high regard for safety
• Want to learn about all aspects of engineered 

products

This course is ideal for students 
who...
Wish to develop a range of skills which are attractive to 
employers, colleges and universities including:
• Communication 
• Critical thinking 
• Learning independently 
• Research 
• Taking on responsibility 
• Time management 

Costs (approximate)
You will be asked for a contribution towards the cost of 
materials used during the course - £10.00.
You are required to have your own set of basic class-
room stationery and drawing equipment.

Contact
Ms Haines Gilbertson, Head of Design and Technology 
or your Design and Technology teacher
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Why do this course?
This course will suit you if you love food and enjoy 
cooking; if you find food stimulates your creativity and 
you would like to be innovative using food. This is an 
enjoyable and practical option to choose, everyone 
should learn about food as we all need to eat!

Qualification
Eduqas GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition C560P1

Course outline
The areas of study include: food commodities, princi-
ples of nutrition, diet and good health, the science of 
food, where food comes from and cooking and food 
preparation.
Year 10
The focus in Year 10 will be on the areas of study 
(above). The range of foods and ingredients you will 
study will come from the major commodity groups (eg 
fruit and vegetables, meat, fish, eggs etc) and reflect 
current recommended guidelines for a healthy diet. 
For each food commodity you will study: their val-
ue within the diet, their features and characteristics 
with reference to their correct storage to avoid food 
contamination and their working characteristics and 
origins.
You will have a plenty of opportunities to prepare and 
cook dishes, as well as experiment with the food com-
modities.
Year 11
The focus in Year 11 will be on the two pieces of non 
examination assessment and written exam preparation.

Assessment
Component 1: Principles of food preparation and nutri-
tion - written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes. 50% of 
qualification. 
This component will consist of two sections both con-
taining compulsory questions and will assess the six 
areas of study. Section A: questions based on stimulus 
material. Section B: structured, short and extended 
response questions to assess content related to food 
preparation and nutrition. 
Component 2: Food preparation and nutrition in action 
- non examination assessment: internally assessed, 
externally moderated. 50% of qualification.
The food investigation assessment: (8 hours) A scientific 
food investigation which will assess your knowledge, 
skills and understanding in relation to scientific princi-
ples underlying the preparation and cooking of food. 

The food preparation assessment: (12 hours) Prepare, 
cook and present a menu which assesses your knowl-
edge, skills and understanding in relation to the plan-
ning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food. 
These assessments will be based on a choice of tasks 
released by the exam board annually.

Homework
Set weekly and includes preparation for practical work, 
written tasks and research.

Tips for students
• Enjoy preparing, cooking and eating food
• Be organised – bring ingredients to every lesson
• Be willing to learn new skills and practise them
• Be aware of current food issues in the media
• Read food magazines and supermarket literature
• Visit appropriate websites concerned with nutrition, 

the food industry, recipes, etc
• Watch food programmes on television to gain new 

ideas
• Practise new recipes/cook at home

Students who will do best on this 
course have….
• A real interest in food
• Brought all equipment, including ingredients for 

every lesson
• Met targets and deadlines set
• Asked for help from their teacher when required
• Been able to evaluate and assess their own progress
• Enjoyed the course and become fully involved in all 

aspects of the work

Costs (approximate)
You will be responsible for providing your own ingredi-
ents to every practical lesson and a dish or container to 
take it home in.
• A4 folder for all written work, with a separate 

section for recipes
• £7.00 (approx) for ingredients (each practical lesson, 

a double lesson once a fortnight)
• £25.00 (approx) for ingredients for second non 

examination assessment
• Apron (reuse Key Stage 3 apron) and tea towel

Contact
Miss Coventry, Head of Food and Health

Food Preparation and Nutrition
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Why do this course?
• If you are fascinated by natural features and have an 

interest in different places and environments
• If you wish to be well informed about some of the 

big issues facing a rapidly changing world, such as 
our environmental responsibility or increasing global 
interdependence and how we might meet these 
challenges

• If you want opportunities to study outside the 
classroom

Skills developed in geography are transferable. Ge-
ographers learn to be good communicators, to make 
decisions, solve problems, handle all sorts of material, 
be socially and environmentally aware and to be ICT 
literate. Geographers are well informed, well rounded 
flexible thinkers.
Geography is a popular subject and opens many doors. 
As a bridging subject between the arts and sciences, it 
links well with other A levels, and has a high uptake into 
the sixth form. A degree in the subject is highly valued 
by a range of careers due to the skills and knowledge it 
develops. 

Qualification
Edexcel GCSE Geography B 

Course outline
The course consists of human and physical geography 
in three components: Global Geographical Issues, UK 
Geographical Issues and People and Environment Issues 
- Making Geographical Decisions. 
Component 1 - Global Geographical Issues:
You will study physical and human processes and 
people-environment interactions to consider key con-
temporary global geographical issues. 
The component is divided into three sections: 
• Hazardous earth
• Development dynamics 
• Challenges of the urbanising world
Component 2: UK Geographical Issues 
You will study physical and human processes and 
people-environment interactions to consider key con-
temporary geographical issues for the UK. 
The component is divided into three sections: 
• The UK’s evolving physical landscape
• The UK’s evolving human landscape
• Geographical investigations (which includes 

fieldwork and research)

Component 3: People and Environment Issues – Making 
Geographical Decisions
In this component, you will develop your knowledge 
and understanding of the processes and interactions 
between people and environment and investigate 
related issues at a variety of scales. This component has 
three sections: 
• People and the biosphere
• Forests under threat
• Consuming energy resources
Fieldwork is a compulsory examined part of the 
course and there is a requirement to undertake both 
a human and physical study. To meet this requirement 
we have a three day residential field trip which takes 
place in the summer term of Year 10

Assessment
The course is a linear course made up of three exam 
papers.
• Global Geographical Issues examined in May 2025 

(Year 11) worth 37.5%
• UK Geographical Issues examined in June 2025 (Year 

11) worth 37.5%
• People and Environment Issues - Making 

Geographical Decisions examined in June 2025 (Year 
11) worth 25%

Homework
Homework is used to reinforce your learning as well as 
to undertake research to allow for more independent 
study skills to develop. The geography department will 
also make use of an electronic online system which 
links to one of the textbooks used. 

Costs (approximate)
• Revision workbook - £5
• Revision guide - £5
• Field trip - to be confirmed

Contact
Miss Jones, Head of Geography

Geography



19

Why do this course?
This qualification introduces you to the biggest employ-
ment sector in the UK, which includes elements of the 
NHS, local authority adult and child care services as 
well as a range of independent providers which provide 
care in a variety of settings. 
You will learn about the role it plays in the health, well-
being and care of individuals across all age ranges. You 
will also develop skills in communication, team working 
and the essential life skill of first aid. 
This course can prepare you for the Level 3 health and 
social care in our sixth form.

Qualification
OCR Cambridge National Certificate J835 (Level 2). This 
is a non-GCSE technical award.

Course outline
The course will develop knowledge, understanding and 
practical skills that would be used in health and social 
care. You may be interested in this if you want to use 
what you learn in practical, real-life situations, such as: 
recommending support for individuals, carrying out 
first aid, creating and delivering a creative activity or a 
health promotion campaign. 
This will help you to develop independence and con-
fidence in using skills that would be relevant to health 
and social care. The qualification will also help you to 
develop learning and skills that can be used in other life 
and work situations, such as: communicating effectively 
with individuals or groups, as communication is at the 
heart of health and social care and is taught or applied 
in all units. Researching topic areas and recording 
research sources, then using them to interpret findings 
and present evidence. Planning creative activities or 
health promotion campaigns, this will involve managing 
time and identifying aims, purpose, resources, meth-
ods. Creating, presenting/delivering information to a 
group or an individual.

Assessment
The assessment process recognises your strengths.
You are graded: distinction*, distinction, merit or pass 
(not 9-1).
There are two externally set NEA tasks during the two 
year course worth 60%. There is ONE written examina-
tion at the end of Year 11. It is a 1 hour 15 minute paper 
worth 40% of your final qualification.

Homework
Set weekly

Tips for students
• Be organised
• Be willing to learn new skills and practise them
• Be aware of current health, social care and child 

care issues in the media 
• Visit appropriate websites concerned with health, 

social care and early years settings

Students who will do best on this 
course...
• Have a real interest in health, social care and early 

years settings
• Bring the correct equipment for all lessons, including 

a folder, pens and highlighter
• Meet targets and deadlines set
• Ask for help from teachers when required
• Are able to evaluate and assess their own progress
• Enjoy the course and become fully involved in all 

aspects of the work

Equipment and costs
A4 folder for all written work
Pens and highlighters

Contact
Miss Coventry, Head of Food and Health
Ms Lyons, Health and Social Care teacher
Mrs Benjamin-Hoppie, Health and Social Care teacher

Health and Social Care
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Why do this course?
This course will appeal to you if you already enjoy 
history!
You will be curious about the past and love arguing 
about it.
You will enjoy writing and the process of research 
whether using books, the internet or documentaries.
It will be particularly useful if you want to study any 
essay-based subject at A level or if you are keen to im-
prove your ability to argue and debate effectively.
History GCSE is particularly relevant for students stud-
ying subjects like English, RE, geography and business. 
If you are considering careers in fields such as law, 
journalism or politics then GCSE history will be a good 
choice for you!

Qualification
Edexcel History GCSE Course Code 1H10

Course outline 
The history course has five components:
• Modern depth study: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 

1918–39
• Period study: Superpowers and the Cold War 1941-

1991
• Thematic study: Medicine in Britain, c1250–present
• Historic environment: The British Sector of the 

Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the 
trenches

• British depth study: Early Elizabethan England, 
1558–88 

All students are allocated four history textbooks to use 
over the two years so they have access to all the con-
tent delivered in lessons.
In Year 10, you will concentrate on Elizabethan England 
in the first term. After Christmas you will be focusing 
on Medicine in Britain and on the Western Front. At the 
end of the summer term you will begin to study Cold 
War Superpowers.
In Year 11, you will complete the Cold War before 
studying your final unit on Weimar and Nazi Germany 
1918-39.

The Cold War and Elizabethan England units provide 
good background knowledge for our A level units about 
the USA 1865-1975 and the English Revolution 1625-
60. A level history students also complete research and 
coursework on the Russian Revolution.

Assessment
Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment - 1 
hour 15 minutes (30%)
Paper 2: Period study and British depth study - 1 hour 
45 minutes (40%)
Paper 3: Modern depth study - 1 hour 20 minutes (30%)

Homework
Homework is set once a week and is used to complete 
classwork, research key topics and practise exam ques- 
tions. Some group work will be set as well as individual 
work. Revision work will be set as we approach exams.

Costs (approximate)
We have started running a GCSE medicine theatre trip 
and hope, if it is successful, we can offer it as a yearly 
trip. The performance also includes a number of work-
shops to help with exam application. The cost of the 
trip for this year was £15.
We are in the process of organising a new residential 
trip for the summer term of Year 10. We hope to visit 
Berlin which would be very relevant to the Germany 
and Cold War topics of the GCSE course. This is current-
ly subject to trip costs and travel availability.
We recommend that you purchase a revision guide 
from the school shop, which is approximately £5.

Contact
Mrs Crouch, Head of History

History
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Why do this course?
Choosing a language as one of your subjects at GCSE is 
a very good idea for a variety of reasons. You will hone 
your listening and reading comprehension skills in the 
language you are studying and your ability to commu-
nicate effectively in speaking and writing will improve 
as well. Developing these skills makes your work more 
accurate and your public speaking skills more obvious; 
skills which are transferable to other subjects. Taking a 
language at this level will also allow you to appreciate 
the cultures and traditions of other countries, giving 
you a great insight into how other people live and you 
will be choosing a subject that is sought after by em-
ployers and universities alike. 

Qualification
AQA GCSE French 8658
AQA GCSE German 8668
AQA GCSE Spanish 8698

Course outline
The course will start with some revision of the ‘ba-
sics’ covered at KS3 before you begin your study of 
the GCSE topics. These are divided into the following 
themes: identity and culture; local, national, interna-
tional and global areas of interest; current and future 
study and employment. Lessons will involve a range 
of activities designed to develop the skills of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. Your understanding of 
the grammar of the language will increase as we aim 
for greater accuracy in your speaking and writing. You 
can expect your learning to reflect the requirements of 
the examination, which means that you will learn how 
to translate both from and into the target language, 
understand authentic texts, produce extended pieces 
of writing as well as complete speaking tasks which 
include an element of unpredictability.  

Assessment
There are four assessment papers available at either 
foundation or higher tier: you must take all four at the 
same tier.
• Paper 1: Listening and understanding - 25%
• Paper 2: Speaking in the target language - 25%
• Paper 3: Reading and understanding in the target 

language - 25%
• Paper 4: Writing in the target language - 25%
Papers 1, 3 and 4 are assessed by public examination at 
the end of Year 11, while Paper 2 is conducted by the 
class teacher, also at the end of Year 11. 
There is no coursework.

Homework
Homework is designed to reinforce and extend class-
room learning and will include vocabulary learning, 
reading and listening comprehension, speaking prepa-
ration as well as translation and writing practice. You 
will also prepare for regular assessments to gauge 
progress and familiarise yourself with the requirements 
of the examination. Homework will be set each week 
and should last no longer than 45 minutes.

Tips for students 
It is important that you get into good study habits 
from the beginning of Year 10 in order to make the 
progress required for success at GCSE. To this end you 
will need to take responsibility for your own learning 
by being organised and focused in class and always 
completing both classwork and homework to the best 
of your ability. With public examinations taking place 
at the end of Year 11 you must resist the temptation to 
‘take it easy’ during Year 10 since this is likely to have a 
negative impact on your GCSE grade. Close monitoring 
by your class teacher and regular reporting of progress 
will ensure that any underachievement is identified and 
appropriate support put in place. 
When you miss lessons it is vital that you copy up work 
immediately. If you don’t do this, there will be gaps in 
your learning, which could cause problems later.
You will do best on this course if you have organised 
your work effectively and caught up with all work 
missed. You will also appreciate that success in a lan-
guage requires you to work consistently hard through-
out the course.

Costs (approximate)
In Year 10 we aim to give students the opportunity 
to take part in a language trip to France, Germany or 
Spain. The cost of this is will not be known until the 
time of booking.

Contact
Mrs Kelly, Head of MFL

Languages
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Why do this course?
Take this course because you love music and want to 
learn more about it. Whatever style of music you enjoy 
you will gain awareness and understanding of many 
different styles throughout the course. The course 
shows you can work individually and as part of a group. 
Music GCSE is not only an excellent pathway to A level, 
and from there a degree, but it also helps you develop 
confidence, the ability to work in a team and gives you 
the chance to explore and express opinions in all areas 
of music. It will allow you to progress in many areas 
including performing arts, education, music production 
and music journalism.

Qualification
Edexcel GCSE in Music 1MU0

Course outline 
The course is in three parts. A listening examination 
related to eight set works learnt throughout the course 
and unfamiliar pieces. Two performances and two com-
positions. Non examination assessment is 60% of the 
final mark with the appraising (listening) examination 
making the other 40%.

Assessment
Component One (30%)
• Solo performing (15%)
• Ensemble performing (15%)
You can perform in any style on any instrument 
(including voice). It is important you pick a piece that 
you can play extremely well. Your performance is 
marked on accuracy and interpretation, make sure 
you can play all the notes correctly and make your 
performance musical. You can improvise if you wish. 
You should be able to play a musical instrument 
comparable to grade 4. Each performance must be 
done in Year 11 - the year of examination with practice 
performances taking place in Year 10.
Component Two (30%)
• Composition 1 (15%)
• Composition 2 (15%)
One composition is a set brief (released September of 
Year 11) and one free composition (completed in Year 
10) which together must be a total minimum of three 
minutes. You must produce a recording of your piece as 
well as a score or commentary. Free composition to be 
completed in Year 10 and composition to a set brief in 
Year 11. 
Component Three (40%)
• Appraising

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes. The paper 
is made up of two sections and is out of a total of 80 
marks. This is a listening exam based on four areas of 
study with two set works in each: instrumental music 
1700–1820, vocal music, music for stage and screen, 
fusions.
Areas of study and set works:
GCSE music contains four areas of study, with two set 
works in each.
Instrumental Music 1700–1820
• J S Bach: 3rd Movement from Brandenburg 

Concerto no. 5 in D major 
•  L van Beethoven: 1st Movement from Piano Sonata 

no. 8 in C minor ‘Pathétique’
Vocal Music
• H Purcell: Music for a While 
• Queen: Killer Queen (from the album ‘Sheer Heart 

Attack’)
Music for Stage and Screen
• S Schwartz: Defying Gravity (from the album of the 

cast recording of Wicked)
•  J Williams: Main title/rebel blockade runner (from 

the soundtrack to Star Wars Episode IV: A New 
Hope)

Fusions
• Afro Celt Sound System: Release (from the album 

‘Volume 2: Release’) 
• Esperanza Spalding: Samba Em Preludio (from the 

album ‘Esperanza’)

Homework
Homework involves individual preparation time for 
composing and research related to your chosen topic.  
You are expected to practise an instrument throughout 
the course and it is highly advisable that you have les-
sons on that instrument outside the GCSE curriculum. 
There is also homework involving researching topics 
and listening to a variety of musical styles.
You are also encouraged to participate in the extra-cur-
ricular aspects of music in the school throughout the 
course, as this helps develop important skills needed to 
be a musician.

Costs (approximately)
Instrumental lessons (optional)
Excursions may be organised throughout KS4 - cost to 
be advised at the time

Contact
Miss H Mitchell, Head of Music

Music
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Why do this course?
Photography is art with a camera, but the difference is 
you are learning a particular discipline to explore your 
work. You may be interested in a career in the arts and 
wish to take fine art as well, or you may have always 
wanted to expand your creative side but lack confi-
dence in drawing. Using technology alongside creativity 
can be very challenging but if you are an enthusiastic 
person who wishes to expand or begin your technical 
understanding this is the course for you. Being able to 
creatively document the world around you using pho-
tographic media specifically leads to a variety of jobs. 
We teach you how to show you are a creative thinker 
(which is what an employer will look for), having some-
thing visual to demonstrate your creativity can lead to 
many doors opening whatever your possible college/
career choices. 

Qualification
Edexcel GCSE in Art and Design: Photography 1PYO

Course outline 
During this course, you will learn how to be a narrative 
photographer. Telling stories through images and cre-
ating ideas that are developed into exciting and imag-
inative outcomes. We work with sophisticated online 
portfolios, making your work into professional looking 
documents that show all the content of the course and 
the evidence of your skilled response. The course offers 
industry standard editing software with our new iMac 
suite, a professional studio and fully functioning dark-
room for you to be able to produce and experiment 
with high level photographic images. However, it is an 
essential requirement of the course to have your own 
camera. You will be taught how to use your cameras 
fully manually and how to use your imaginative powers 
and skills to express ideas and feelings in image form. 
You will study different photographers, both past and 
present, and evaluate how pictures reflect the times 
and context of the moment. 

Assessment
The course is made up of two parts:
• Component 1 is a personal portfolio – you will 

produce a work journal that will contain all the 
information that you gather, in pictures you have 
selected and in notes about the information and 
skills you have acquired.

• Component 2 is an externally set assignment, with a 
set theme, where you evidence all previous learning.

Homework
Homework is essential to photography because over 
90% of the images you make will be outside of the 
school environment. Homework is built into the ‘work-
flow’ of photography which could be practical work or 
a written evaluation and research to inspire your work, 
so being a conscientious and diligent student is highly 
important. The photography room and studio will be 
available to you for extended editing but all work set 
can be made at home using our graphic design plat-
form. Students have found that doing a little but often 
is a good way to manage the workflow.

Equipment (costs approximate)
A digital camera is essential (either a DSLR or bridge 
camera, advice through email can be given if needed)
Memory stick (8G minimum)
A2 folder £3.50 from the school shop
The are two costs for printing at the end of the course-
work and the end of Year 11. Historically, on average 
students have chosen printing that costs around £20 
per session (£40 estimated total). This is paid through 
the school’s online payment system at the time.
All can be purchased from the school shop apart from 
the camera.

Contact
Mr Elsmore, Head of Photography and Textiles

Fine Art Specialism Photography
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Why do this course?
Do you like/have an interest in sport?
Do you want to improve your own personal perfor-
mance?
Would you like to be a more informed spectator?
Do you plan a career based in the sports industry?

Qualification
Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Physical Education 1PE0

Course outline 
You will be encouraged to develop a holistic under-
standing of physical education (PE). You will receive a 
well-rounded and full introduction to the world of PE, 
sport and sport science through the combination of 
physical performance and academic challenges.
Component 1 will include: 
• Topic 1 - Applied anatomy and physiology
• Topic 2 - Movement analysis
• Topic 3 - Physical training
• Topic 4 - Use of data
Component 2 will include: 
• Topic 1 -Health, fitness and well-being
• Topic 2 - Sport psychology
• Topic 3 - Socio-cultural influences
• Topic 4 - Use of data
Component 3 will test your skills in a range of practical 
performances. You will be required to perform in three 
different physical activities in the role of player/per-
former.
Component 4 will assess your skills in analysing and 
evaluating performance through a personal exercise 
programme (PEP) in order to improve/optimise perfor-
mance in a chosen physical activity.

Assessment
Component 1: Fitness and body systems - written 
examination 1 hour and 30 minutes in Year 11 (36% of 
total mark).
Component 2: Health and performance - written exam-
ination 1 hour and 15 minutes in Year 11 (24% of total 
mark)
The assessment consists of:
• Multiple choice questions
• Short answer questions
• Extended writing questions

Component 3: Practical performance - non examination 
assessment: internally marked and externally moderat-
ed (30% of total mark).
Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme (PEP) - non 
examination assessment: internally marked and exter-
nally moderated (10% of total mark).

Homework
There is one hour per week per theory lesson. You are 
encouraged to attend extra curricular activities, or to 
be playing at an outside club to build on your practical 
competence.

Tips for students
The GCSE course has been designed to give an ideal 
foundation for A level in both physical education and 
sports studies.
Successful students:
• Consolidate their theoretical knowledge regularly
• Commit time to improving their skills across their 

chosen sports/activities
• Think about and plan their improvement
• Work at their examination technique to understand 

how to access top marks in the extended writing 
questions

Contact
Mrs Saunders, Head of PE

Physical Education
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Why do this course?
Cambridge National Sport Science is a sport qualifica-
tion that offers you the chance to develop a wide range 
of highly desirable, transferable skills through practical 
means. Cambridge Nationals deliver these skills and 
understanding, effectively engaging and inspiring all 
abilities to achieve.

Qualification
OCR Cambridge National Sport Science J802 (Level 2). 
This is a non-GCSE technical award.

Course outline 
This course offers you the opportunity to study key 
areas of sport science including anatomy and physiol-
ogy linked to fitness, health, injury and performance; 
the science of training and the application of training 
principles. The vocational nature of this course encour-
ages and requires you to take responsibility for your 
own learning and to develop skills that are essential for 
the modern-day workplace.  
R180: Reducing the risk of sports injuries and dealing 
with common medical conditions
You will know how to prepare participants to take part 
in physical activity in a way which minimises the risk of 
injuries occurring, how to react to common injuries that 
can occur during sport and how to recognise the symp-
toms of some common medical conditions.
R181: Applying principles of training: fitness and how it 
affects skill performance
You will develop knowledge and understanding of the 
principles and methods of training and the application 
of these in the design of training programmes along 
with practical skills in fitness testing.
R182: The body’s response to physical activity and how 
technology informs this 
You will understand key aspects of the structure and 
function of the musculo-skeletal and cardio-respiratory 
systems and investigate some of the changes which oc-
cur to them in response to short and long-term physical 
activity. You will look at how technological develop-
ment further enhances an athlete’s training.

Assessment
R180: Reducing the risk of sports injuries – written ex-
amination 1 hour 15 minutes in Year 11 (40%)
The assessment consists of:
• Multiple choice questions
• Short answer questions
• Extended writing questions
R181: Applying principles of training: fitness and how it 
affects skill performance – centre assessed tasks; OCR 
moderated, completed end of Year 10 (40%)
R182: The body’s response to physical activity and how 
technology informs this – centre assessed tasks; OCR 
moderated completed, Year 11 (20%)

Homework
There is one hour per week per theory lesson.

Tips for students
The Cambridge National Level 2 course has been de-
signed to give an ideal foundation for the Cambridge 
Technical Level 3 Sport Science, BTEC Level 3 Sport, A 
Level Physical Education and related apprenticeships.

Students who will do best on this 
course...
• Consolidate their theoretical knowledge regularly
• Meet deadlines and take on board advice given to 

improve their own work
• Are organised and hard working
• Have a passion for sport and physical activity.

Contact
Mrs Saunders, Head of PE

Sport Science
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Why do this course?
Like photography, textiles at St Bedes is a specialist fine 
art course. This means that you will become an expert 
in the craft and skill of textiles in order to make art in 
all its forms. The design and production of garments 
may become an outcome but the focus of the subject is 
to make standalone works of art that replace the more 
traditional functionality of the subject. 
Are you creative and artistic? Do you enjoy designing 
and making? Are you inspired by other designers’ work? 
Do you prefer practical and ‘hands on’ experience? Are 
you interested in fashion and textiles? Do you enjoy 
telling stories with art?
If the answer to the above is YES then fashion and tex-
tiles will definitely be the right choice for you.

Qualification
Edexcel GCSE in Art and Design: Textile Design 1TE0

Course outline
GCSE textiles is made up of three projects: protection, 
communication and self expression. The latter con-
tinues into Year 11 until the end of the autumn term. 
There is also an exam unit beginning in January of Year 
11. Each project is designed to help you to become a 
creative practitioner, responding to themes by mak-
ing textiles based artwork. You will be encouraged to 
use indepth research and analysis alongside practical 
studies to build exciting and creative responses to the 
themes. GCSE Textiles is a skilled fine art course where 
you will learn lots of experimental techniques and pro-
cesses in order to help you develop and expand your 
ideas.

Assessment
The course is made up of two parts:
• Component 1 is a personal portfolio – you will 

produce a work journal that will contain all the 
information that you gather, in samples, drawings 
and pictures you have selected together with notes 
about the information and skills they have acquired.

• Component 2 is an externally set assignment, with a 
set theme, where you evidence all previous learning.

Homework
Homework could be practical work or a written eval-
uation about your work. The textiles room will be 
available to you regularly after school. Past students 
have found that doing a little but often is a good way to 
manage building up their portfolio.

Costs (approximate)
£30.00 textiles coursework resources
£6.35 for hardcover book spiral bound A3 ‘landscape’ 
black book (you will need at least three throughout the 
course)
Kit and book can be purchased from the school shop 
using the online payment system.
£2.20 A5 art notebook from the school shop
£2.00 A3 folder from the school shop

Contact
Mr Elsmore, Head of Photography and Textiles
Ms Anderson, Teacher of Textiles
Mrs Horswill, Teacher of Textiles

Fine Art Specialism Textile Design
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