
St Bede’s has proudly become one of the best secondary schools 
in the country to study A level photography. Within this highly 
creative course students continually push the boundaries of what 
photography can be.

The A level course concentrates on using photography as a creative 
means for self expression. Students will learn how to use DSLR and 
SLR cameras effectively and fully manually in order to become highly 
skilled practitioners. Photography students will be able to use all 
the mediums of our subject whether it be celluloid film or digital 
technology to create, process, develop and edit to an extremely 
high standard. Along with the darkroom and studio, our new, fully 
furnished iMac suite, with the latest Adobe software, offers an 
exciting and professional place to pursue photographic practice.

Understanding, and in some sense controlling, 
light is by far the most important factor when 
making photography. A level students will learn 
how to use light in its natural form in order to 
illuminate, describe, evidence, enhance and 
employ a narrative. The photographic shoot 
is where students gain the skills to become a 
professional. Understanding the camera and 
how it can be used on location within different 
environments using challenging themes allows 
our students to explore and develop creative 
narratives.
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A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
Year 1 - Component 1/Personal Investigation (60%)

The course in Year 1 consists of two projects.

Project 1 and 2: Working on the themes of ‘Daylight’ and then 
‘Dramatic light’ the students will focus on all aspects of the 
photographic shoot when making work in a thematic way. Using the 
themes to show a creative journey they will be able to develop their 
work from conception to realisation with the help of influence and 
analysis. Students will use the latest software in conjunction with 
age old photographic processes in order to advance their ideas into 
any possibility Incorporated into their 
thematic development students will 
expand their photographic skill base 
by learning how to make a narrative 
movie with video production on Adobe 
Premier Pro.

The Year 1 thematic journey ends with 
a final body of work which is edited and 
printed in a timed test.

Year 2 - Component 1/Personal Investigation continued

The course in Year 2 builds on the work accomplished in Year 1, 
developing the student’s abilities and knowledge to a higher level and 
will consist of a third project.

Project 3: This project has a student-selected focus or theme. It is 
developed through sustained practical work combined with a written 
personal study containing an in-depth analysis of a relevant area 
within photography.

Component 2/Externally set Assignment (40%)

Students respond to an externally set theme from the exam board. 
It will include a fifteen hour timed test period in which students will 
produce, edit and print final imagery.

A LEVEL FINAL ASSESSMENT
By marking internally within the department and by external 
moderation a final grade is awarded by Edexcel. Timed tests are 
timetabled in the May/June period and consist of a delegated time 
period to edit and professionally print final imagery.



REGULAR WORK
Most of the homework and a portion of the class time will be taken 
up with photographic shoots, in connection with the students’ 
ongoing development. Class lessons are often where the students 
research, process, edit, experiment and produce their image taking, 
in addition to being taught all the aspects of creative photography 
from the expert knowledge of the teachers.

TRIPS*
The annual Year 12 trip to Venice is held 
across the photography, art and textiles 
departments in June. This is a fantastic 
opportunity to advance our students’ 
knowledge and understanding of a city 
with a cultural and artistic heritage that is 
second to none.
* Please note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all trips offered in 2022-23 will be subject to 
guidance provided by the Department for Education.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
Enthusiasm and an ability to work independently, a willingness to 
explore ideas in visual form and to learn new skills. Students do not 
have to have taken art or photography for GCSE but if they have they 
must have achieved a 5 or above. A love of the subject is essential.

WHO WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO?
Photographers document ‘the life in our times’ and students must 
have a certain fascination with the world in order to capture it. 
Photography students are visually aware and creative learners. They 
have a hunger to learn and a real love of storytelling whether that be 
through the most abstract and artistic imagery or by capturing the 
truth about the world around them.

TEACHING TEAM
Mr Elsmore is course leader of photography. He achieved Firsts in 
his BA hons degree and Master’s degree in Art and Photography. 

Other members of the team have extensive experience in mural 
and theatre design, graphic design and printmaking as well as 
photography. 



POSSIBLE CAREERS
Being able to creatively document the world around you using 
photographic media specifically leads into a variety of jobs 
such as; photojournalism, wildlife/fashion/fine art photography, 
cinematography/film direction, television/film camera work, 
documentary making, producing, animation, advertising and 
architecture (there are many more). We teach students how to show 
they are a creative thinker, which is what most employers look for. 
Having something visual to demonstrate creativity can lead to many 
doors opening, whatever a student’s possible college/career choice 
may be. In our ever evolving society it is the way humans think that is 
our most valuable asset. Creative jobs are the jobs of the future.

CONTACT
Mr Elsmore (es@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
Carlton Road, Redhill, 

Surrey, RH1 2LQ
01737 212108
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