
A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
Component 1 - UK Politics
Students will study:
• democracy and participation
• political parties
• electoral systems
• voting behaviour and the media
• core political ideas: conservatism, liberalism, socialism

Component 2 - UK Government
Students will study:
• the constitution
• parliament
• Prime Minister and executive
• relationships between the branches
• optional political idea - feminism

Component 3 - Comparative Politics USA
Students will study:
• the US Constitution and federalism
• US congress
• US presidency
• US Supreme Court
• democracy and participation
• civil rights

POLITICS
EDEXCEL
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) 9PL0



REGULAR WORK
You can expect to spend four to five hours a week on private study 
and homework. You will usually complete an exam-style assessed 
piece of work every fortnight, but must also be aware that A level 
requires time spent on further reading and research outside lessons. 
This is essential for progress to A level, when homework requires 
independent learning.

You will find it helpful to use newspapers, especially online, and radio 
and TV broadcasts to familiarise yourself with recent events as well as 
the main ideas necessary for the subject.

DESTINATIONS
Students who studied politics have gone on to study a variety of 
degrees including:
Law at University of Sheffield
Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Leeds
Politics at University of Warwick
Politics with German at University of Bristol
Politics and International Relations at Reading
Politics and Criminology at Edge Hill
International History and Politics at Leeds
History and Politics at Dundee
English/Politics at York

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
You will be expected to have got at least a 4 in GCSE English - this 
is an essay based subject and one where independent reading is 
essential. We do not expect you to have any knowledge of politics at 
the start of the course. To begin with, you will look at current political 
issues and learn about the main developments in British politics in 
recent years, especially concentrating on the last 20 years.

THIS COURSE WILL APPEAL TO…
Students who enjoy research and want 
to develop their skills at writing. It helps if 
you enjoy arguing and challenging other 
points of view. You may also have strong 
views about Brexit. You are probably 
interested in other people and care about 



some issues. You may be interested in being better informed about 
the adult world.

The subject provides a sound basis for careers in law, journalism, 
business or any other career that values good analytical and 
communication skills. 

Politics is a popular option at degree level, with many courses 
offering interesting work experience close to the hub of power.

POSSIBLE CAREERS
A level politics encourages you to develop your critical thinking skills 
and enhance your ability to interpret, evaluate and comment on the 
nature of politics. You are encouraged to think widely and debate a 
range of issues. These are transferable skills that are applicable to a 
wide range of careers such as law, medicine, business, journalism, 
public sector management, finance, accountancy, tourism, town 
planning, politics, etc.

TRIPS*
Trip to Washington DC every 
other Easter. Annual trip to the 
Houses of Parliament, annual 
Question Time at Reigate and 
Banstead Council for Local 
Democracy week. Other 
speakers come to St Bede’s as 
and when opportunities arise, 
eg the visit of US Ambassador, 
Matthew Barzun, in 2015 and Crispin Blunt MP in 2020. Current St 
Bede’s students also belong to the local youth council, and previous 
students have campaigned for candidates during General Elections 
and arranged their own work experience in the House of Commons.

* Please note: Due 
to the coronavirus 
pandemic, all trips 
offered in 2022-23 
will be subject to 
guidance provided 
by the Department 
for Education.



STUDENT VIEWS
“You will realise where you are on the political spectrum and how 
passionate you may be about your views.”

“Politics is a really interesting subject as you learn about current 
issues. You have the opportunity to go to Washington which is a 
great experience.”

“I’m doing politics because it is relevant to everyday life and has 
increased my understanding of current affairs.”

“Politics is a really interesting subject to study as it means that you 
actually understand what is going on in the world around you.”

“Not everyone can say they’ve played football outside the White 
House, but politics gives you that opportunity.”

WHAT DOES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS GO
WELL WITH?
Have you looked at our history and sociology A level courses? These 
subjects complement each other very effectively and we have had 
excellent results from students who take two or more of these 
courses.

MEET THE TEAM
Mr Purkiss (Course Leader) has a BA(Hons) degree in History from 
University College London and studied for his PGCE in History at 
Kingston University. 
Mr Lawrence has a BA (Hons) degree in History from the University  
of Sheffield and a PGCE from Nottingham University.

CONTACT  Mr Purkiss (pr@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk)

www.st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk
Carlton Road, Redhill, 

Surrey, RH1 2LQ
01737 212108
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