
Philosophy and Ethics is an examination of ideas and questions that 
drive our lives, our decisions and exploration of how we make sense 
of the world around us. The course provides a critical approach to 
the consideration of moral and philosophical issues. Religious studies 
provide you with the chance to study issues and questions that 
matter. 

• What is the value of a life?
• What happens when we die?
• Can we truly know if God exists?

In studying RS Philosophy & Ethics, you will be able to develop your 
own thoughts and ideas about moral and ethical issues and questions 
of belief. This is why some people call this the ‘science of life’.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
This course explores the relationship between religion, philosophy 
and applying ethical theories to contemporary moral issues such 
as abortion, embryo research and euthanasia. The topics covered 
are designed to inspire engaging discussion inside and outside the 
classroom as well as deepen students’ questioning in search of the 
answers to the ultimate questions in life.
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There are two components to this course:

Component 1 - Philosophy of religion and ethics (50%)

Section A - Philosophy of religion
Let your mind be opened to a deeper understanding of the universe 
as you discover and analyse: the arguments for God’s existence, the 
problem of evil and suffering, religious experience, miracles, the self 
and life after death.
Section B - Ethics and religion
Delve into the realm of decision making and the human condition 
as you explore; ethical theories, issues of human and animal life and 
death, Meta ethics, free will, and conscience. 

Component 2 – Study of religion and dialogues (50%)

Section A - Study of religion - Christianity
This is an exploration of the fundamental aspects and beliefs within 
Christianity including: Sources of wisdom and authority, God, 
afterlife, expression and identity, gender and sexuality, secularism 
and religion and science.
Section B - Dialogue between philosophy and religion
Section C - Dialogue between ethics and religion

In sections B and C you will examine and analyse the way in which 
religion is influenced by philosophy and ethics and the impact this 
then has on understanding ourselves, decision making, faith and 
human action within society. 

Each of the two components are examined in a three hour exam at 
the end of the two years.

REGULAR WORK
“Engaging and deep!” Classroom discussion in this subject is always 
lively and has a crucial role to play in the learning experience of 
students. Participation in small and whole group discussions will 
develop the linguistic and conceptual tools required in order to  
succeed and excel. You will experience a wide variety of teaching 
styles and be able to speak your mind openly. In addition you will be 
expected to undertake your own research using texts, technology 
including chrome books and tablets made available by the RE 
department. Expression is key to success so always engage in also 
made of video, visiting speakers, conferences, debates and extra 
curricular trips to supplement the classroom learning.



DESTINATIONS
Students who studied this subject last year went on to university to 
study law, education studies, sociology as well as philosophy and 
religious studies. Because of its flexible nature value and respect 
as an academic subject, RS Philosophy and Ethics can open a wide 
variety of avenues in either higher education or career choices.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
You should have achieved a 5 in GCSE RE, as well as a 4 in
English.

WHO WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO?
Religious studies is an inclusive subject designed for people of 
any faith and people who have no faith. Develop transferable skills 
like critical analysis, evaluation, interpretation and independent 
thinking. If you like to debate, argue and both express your ideas and 
appreciate the views of others, then this subject is for you!

STUDENT VIEWS
Sixth formers who studied RS Philosophy and Ethics in the past say...

“I loved this course! It opens your mind and challenges your ideas.”

“I’ve learnt effective thinking and decision making.”

“I’ll be more patient and understanding of others’ arguments.”

“I’ve learnt independence and a totally different way of thinking.”

“I get more out of Philosophy than any other subject”

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
This is a fascinating course that looks at questions such as:
‘Why is there evil and suffering?’, ‘Is it ever morally right to go to 
war?’, ‘What does good mean?’, ‘Do consequences justify actions, 
or vice versa?’, ‘Should religion be involved with discussions about 
sexuality or gender?’

The course gives students the opportunity to develop their thinking 
and evaluation skills and put famous arguments to the test. It is 
an excellent preparation for university, as we encourage learning 
through discussion, engagement with famous primary texts and 
independent research.



POSSIBLE CAREERS
Employers and institutions of higher education recognise A level RS, 
Philosophy and Ethics as a challenging and worthwhile academic 
subject in its own right and a suitable springboard to a wide range of 
degree courses and careers. It particularly prepares students for the 
following careers:
• Legal and medical services
• Journalism and publishing
• Education and social work
• Broadcast, fifilm, video and media sector
• Politics
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* Please note: Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all trips offered in 2022-23 will be subject to 
guidance provided by the Department for Education.


