
The course combines theory and practical work on a range of 
biological topics. This includes the study of all aspects of plants 
and animals including humans. Practical work including a field trip 
complements theory and takes place at regular intervals.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
You will be prepared for examination in the following modules: 

• Module 1 - Development of practical skills

• Module 2 - Foundations in biology

• Module 3 - Exchange and transport

• Module 4 - Biodiversity, evolution and disease

• Module 5 - Communications, homeostasis and disease 

• Module 6 - Genetics, evolution and ecosystem.

You are provided with textbooks and Kerboodle logins to 
complement the course. The books are returnable at the end of the 
year.
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A LEVEL ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 - Biological processes (2 hours and 15 minute exam) 
This exam can assess any content from modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. Consists 
of multiple choice, structured questions and extended response 
questions covering theory and practical skills. 

Paper 2 - Biological diversity (2 hours and 15 minute exam)  
This exam can assess any content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. Consists 
of multiple choice, structured questions and extended response 
questions covering theory and practical skills.

Paper 3 - Unified biology (1 hour and 30 minute exam) 
This exam can assess any content from modules 1 -6. Consists of 
structured and extended response questions covering theory and 
practical skills.

Practical endorsement for biology  
A minimum of 12 practical activities to demonstrate practical 
competence. Reported separately to A level grade.

DESTINATIONS
Students who studied A level Biology have gone on to study a variety 
of subjects at universities across the country in 2021 including:
Air Transport with Commercial Pilot Training, Buckinghamshire New 
University
Applied Zoology (with Placement), Harper Adams University
Biological Sciences, University of Exeter
Biological Sciences with Professional Placement, University of Exeter
Biomedical Science, St George’s, University of London
Biomedical Science, University of Surrey
Biomedical Sciences with Foundation, University of Westminster
Economics/Geography (SocSci), University of Glasgow
Environmental Science, Lancaster University
Forensic Science, University of Lincoln
Forensic Science, Keele University
History and Politics, University of Dundee
Marketing with Psychology, Lancaster University
Medicine, University of Plymouth
Nursing (Adult), University of York
Physiotherapy, Oxford Brookes University



Psychology (with placement), University of Bath
Veterinary Medicine, University of Nottingham
Zoology with a Year in Industry, Swansea University

REGULAR WORK
You will be expected to demonstrate your commitment to the 
course by fully completing all homework assignments to an 
acceptable standard. Biology staff also expect all work assignments 
to be handed in on time. Additional reading should be regularly 
carried out to consolidate class work. It is recommended that you 
regularly read journals such as New Scientist and The Biological 
Sciences Review to keep up to date with developments in the field 
of biology. You will be regularly assessed, both theoretically and 
practically, and will be expected to resit, in your own time, any 
assessment in which you fail to meet your targets.

THIS COURSE WILL APPEAL TO…
Students who may want to use it as a basis for the study of medicine 
or related subjects. You might be planning a career in veterinary 
science or intend to study other biological subjects in higher 
education. You may want to study biology at A level because you 
enjoyed the subject at KS4. Whatever the reason, you will receive a 
sound training in scientific methods, broaden your knowledge of the 
world around you and pave the way for a possible future career in 
biomedicine, genetic engineering, agriculture, the environment and 
its monitoring, the Civil Service (eg, DEFRA), industry or commerce, 
to name a few.

SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENTS
The course 
requirement is at least 
a 5 5 grade in double 
award science or at 
least a 5 in each of the 
separate sciences, all 
at higher tier. You will 
also need at least a 5 in maths at higher tier entry.



SPECIALIST FACILITIES/EXTRA CURRICULAR  
OPPORTUNITIES
All lessons are taught in large, modern, fully equipped science 
laboratories. We have a range of specialist practical equipment used 
in teaching the A level course which prepares you for the demands 
of practical work at university level.

You will all be given logins to Biological Sciences Review Online. 
Throughout the year, the Science Department arranges extra 
curricular visits to universities. There will be an ecological studies 
field trip in the summer term of Year 12.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
To assess practical competence a non examined unit ‘practical  
endorsement for biology’ is reported on separately and will be based 
on a minimum of 12 practical activities taken throughout the course.

STUDENT VIEWS
“The course is interesting and engaging with a diverse range of topics 
and practical tasks.” 
“Studying biology at St Bede’s has made me really appreciate the 
subject.” 
“The teachers are helpful and approachable, you can always ask for 
extra support.”

TEACHING TEAM
A level Biology is currently taught by Mrs Adams, Mrs Anderson, Dr 
Dargue, Mrs Kalam, Mr Mander and Mrs Tottey. All of these teachers 
have an honours degree in Biology or an Applied Biological Science 
and have many years experience teaching at this level.
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