
St Bede's School 

6th Form Admissions Policy: Admission from September 2021 

St Bede’s is a Christian Learning Community which, so far as possible, serves all who can benefit from the education we 
offer and who wish to participate in an inclusive and welcoming environment. Our sixth form aims to continue an 
excellent education with provision at a number of “levels” for a wide variety of students and also welcomes many who 
previously studied at other schools. Admission to the sixth form is primarily about ensuring that each student can join 
the right courses which will have the highest chance of success and enjoyment. This policy, which is published in 
accordance with the “code of practice on schools admissions”, explains how the sixth form admissions process works 
and what will happen if a course is oversubscribed. 

 

Entry to the Sixth form 

Internal Students 

Students who are already at St Bede’s do not apply for a place in the sixth form but must submit a “course choice” form 
to register their intended studies. Year 11 students will need to register their choices for Year 12, whilst Year 12 or 13 
students who wish to continue their studies in the sixth form will need to confirm which courses they wish to continue 
or which new courses they wish to join. Students already at St Bede’s will need to satisfy course entry requirements and 
will be subject to the course oversubscription criteria listed below. 

 

External Students 

Students who are at other schools must apply formally for a place. The planned admission number for such students 
entering the school at Year 12 is 30, with individual students joining Year 13 where this is appropriate, but we will take 
more than this number provided that there are places available on the relevant courses. Applicants must satisfy course 
requirements and are subject to the oversubscription criteria listed below. 

Oversubscription criteria priorities: 

1. Looked after and previously looked after children, internationally adopted previously looked after children 

2. Those demonstrating an exceptional social/medical need that is backed up by professional evidence. 

3. Any other applicant. 

If there is oversubscription in any criterion, priority will be given to those living closest to the school. Home to school 
distance will be measured by a straight line from the address point of the pupil’s house, as set by Ordnance Survey, 
to the nearest official school gate for pupils to use. 

 

The school will not interview applicants or existing students to determine whether or not a place is offered, but we will 
invite all Year 11 students who are at St Bede’s or who are applying from other schools, to discuss their choice of 
courses and the likelihood of meeting the course requirements with a view to agreeing a package of courses that will 
best meet their needs.  

 

Course requirements 
Students must satisfy the sixth form entry requirements and the individual course requirements as published in the 
sixth form prospectus and course leaflets each year before joining any particular course. Where it appears unlikely that 
this will be achieved (e.g. based on predicted grades) the school will not offer a place on that course.  

Students will only be offered a place in the sixth form if they meet the requirements and can be offered places on 
courses that satisfy the 16-19 study programme and full-time number of hours. The number of subjects offered is a 
minimum of three A level and can be more depending on their GCSE profile. Where it has not been possible to provide a 
full study programme meeting the required number of hours to a student, the school will not offer a place in the sixth 
form and the student will have a right to appeal to an independent panel. 

If a course is oversubscribed, firm offers of places in the sixth form and on particular courses will be made in March each 
year. Once made, firm offers of places in the sixth form, and wherever possible firm offers of places on courses, will be 
subject only to the student achieving the course requirements.  



Where there are more students wishing to take a course than there are places available on it, provisional (not firm) 
offers of places on the course will be made. If by induction day in September, there are still more students wishing to 
take a course than there are places available, priority will be given by applying these criteria in order: 

1. Looked after or previously look after student. 
2. A student’s course choice or application form was received at school reception by noon on the published deadline 

date. Where a student has changed course choice(s) after the deadline, the new choice(s) will be treated as if the 
application was received after the deadline. (That is, those who applied by the deadline and have not changed their 
choices will have priority over those who applied or who changed that particular choice later) 

3. If there is still course oversubscription, lots will be drawn for the available place(s). 

A waiting list with priority order based on these criteria will be maintained for each oversubscribed course until 1 
October after which it began; it will not usually be possible for a student to join a course after this date. Where a 
student cannot be offered a place on a course due to oversubscription, we will always try, but cannot guarantee, to 
offer a place on an alternative course. 

 

 
Notes 
"Study Programme": Level 3 qualifications count as substantial qualifications.  Students’ study programmes include 
non-qualification activity such as tutorials, work experience, work to develop personal or study skills, and support in 
choosing options to ensure progression into employment and higher education (HE) preferences. It is compulsory for 
any student without a good GCSE in mathematics and English language to study for these as part of their study 
programme. Full time study programmes are for over 540 hours per academic year. 

“Deadline Date”: This will be publicised each year in the prospectus. 

Independent Appeals Panel: Where we refuse a place in the sixth form (not a place on a particular course) the parents 
(or student if s/he is 18) have a right to appeal against the decision. The appeal is heard by a panel of people who are 
not linked with the school and the process is run by a clerk who is paid for the work, but is not otherwise an employee 
of the school or connected with us. The panel will consider whether this policy has been correctly applied and if there 
are any other circumstances which make the refusal to offer a place unreasonable or unfair. Parents can state their case 
in writing and/or attend the appeal hearing. The decision whether or not to offer a particular course to a particular 
student, provided it is made as described within this policy, is a matter for the school’s professional judgement and 
there is no appeal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


