
Most people are interested in social issues. Newspapers and 
television programmes explore subjects like crime and punishment, 
whether in serious debate or soap operas. As well as being 
interesting, such issues are important for understanding our social 
world and planning for its future. What is needed is not opinions 
based on impressions and prejudice, but ways of studying society in 
a systematic way, in order to find out how it really operates and what 
the facts are behind the arguments. This is what sociologists try to 
do. They study society and attempt to explain how it works.

A LEVEL COURSE CONTENT
The A level course studies and then has examinations on:

• Education sociological theory and research methods

• Topics in sociology comprising families and households and 
beliefs in society

• Crime and deviance with theory and methods

A LEVEL ASSESSMENT
Exam will be taken in June of Year 2

Unit 1 - Education theory and methods (2 hour paper)

Unit 2 - Topics in sociology comprising families and households and 
beliefs in society (2 hour paper)

Unit 3 - Crime and deviance with theory and methods (2 hour paper)

SOCIOLOGY
AQA
ADVANCED GCE (A LEVEL) 7192



TOPICS YOU WILL INVESTIGATE
• Gangs and knife crime
• Boys vs girls: the gender divide in schools
• The rise of fundamentalism
• Scientology: cult or church?
• Power and control in the family
• Is childhood a modern concept?
• Football hooliganism: a new youth crime?
• Subcultures in society
• Science, has it replaced religion?

REGULAR WORK
You will be involved in class and small group discussions, presenting 
findings and ideas to others both verbally and in essay and short 
answer format. You will use video and current media resources 
including news reports. A range of books, articles and videos are 
available for private study as well as the internet, which is a rich 
source of information about social issues. You will be investigating 
the world around you from interviewing your friends to analysing 
soaps and adverts. Expect to spend three-four hours a week on 
private study and homework.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
An ability to use written sources with ease and produce essay type 
responses, which demonstrate knowledge and understanding as well 
as critical, evaluative thinking. We recommend students have at least 
a 4 in GCSE English and other essay writing subjects.

DESTINATIONS
Many students who have studied 
A level sociology in recent 
years have gone on to study at 
university, either continuing with 
the subject or in a wide range 
of other related fields, including 
criminology and law.



POSSIBLE CAREERS
Sociology offers an education that is diverse and, in job terms, 
flexible. The powerful insights you will gain about human society will 
allow you to access a range of fields. Many local authorities employ 
sociologists to understand the impact of tougher laws. Sociologists 
can reshape communities by leading teams of researchers to help 
define public policies. Newspapers also employ sociologists to 
understand what stories interest readers.

THIS COURSE WILL APPEAL TO…
Students who would like to gain a better understanding of the world 
around them, which will help them in interviews and in future career 
choices.

If you are good at arguing and debating and care about the world 
around you, then this is the course for you!

STUDENT VIEWS
“Sociology interested me as I was keen to discover how and why 
society works in the way it does, and better understand what 
happens when it goes wrong.”

“The helpful teachers, small class sizes and good results appealed to 
me, and no coursework worked to my academic strengths.”

MEET THE TEAM AND CONTACT
We have an experienced and committed teaching team in sociology. 
We welcome any enquiries or if you would like more information 
please contact:

Mr Marshall: mr@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

Miss Frost: fs@st-bedes.surrey.sch.uk

WHAT DOES SOCIOLOGY GO WELL WITH?
Have you looked at our psychology and history A level courses? Both 
complement sociology, especially psychology, where a knowledge 
of research methods can be applied to both subjects. We have had 
excellent results where students have taken two or more of these 
courses. 
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